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Christmas Party - Executive 

Dollar Table – Barbara Kulla 

Newsletter Editor - Linda Derkach                 

Garden Tour – Sherry Thompson  

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Greeter – Guy Loyer 

Library – Donna de Boer 

Meeting Coordinator-Tony Ansdell           

Membership – Tony Ansdell 

Milner Gardens - John England   

Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson 

Program Chair – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Sherry Thompson    

PR - Marilyn Dawson                               

Refreshments –  

Goodies – Jane Walker 

Species Garden – Tony Ansdell  

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 

 

      MARS Meetings 

2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach 

Civic Centre 
 

Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, 

May 8 

 
Rhododendron ’Razorbill’ is one of 

the ‘bird’ series hybridized at 

Glendoick, Scotland by the Cox 

family.  Tubular, bright pink, long-

lasting flowers and dark green 

leaves grace this elegant semi-

dwarf, low grower.   

Holds an Award of Garden Merit 

from the Royal Horticultural 

Society. 
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2019 ARS  

Fall Conference 
 in  

PARKSVILLE 

Register at  
www.marsrhodos.ca/ars2019 

You may also register in person 

at the May meeting with Tony. 

Just bring a cheque with you. 

 

This month: 

Bernie Dinter 

on 

The Changing 

Focus of 

Gardening 
See page 2 for details… 

 

MARS 

P. O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

 

mars.rhodos.ca 
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Upcoming Programs…. 

❖ Wednesday, May 8 

• Bernie Dinter 

• The Changing Focus of Gardening 

Activities and Events 

❖ May 11 and May 12 

• MARS Mother’s Day  

Weekend Garden Tour 

❖ Tuesday, June 18 

• MARS Bus Tour to Victoria 

❖ September 27 – 29, 2019 

• ARS Fall Conference, Parksville 
 

MARS 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday, May 8 
Just a quick reminder that our 

Annual Meeting and Election of 

Officers and Directors will take 

place on 

Wednesday, May 8 

as part of our  

regular monthly meeting. 

Also, as stated at our last meeting, 

there will be no  

nominations from the floor.   

Members who are interested in 

serving on the Executive are asked 

to talk to one of our Executive 

members prior to the election to 

find out what the job entails. 
 

 

 

Bernie Dinter:   

The Changing Focus of Gardening 
 

 
Bernie has been in the nursery business for 

over 45 years, starting with a degree in 

Plant Science from the UBC Department of 

Agriculture.  It has now changed its name to 

‘Land and Food Systems’ reflecting the 

changing perception of growing plants.  

Society’s expectation of gardening is 

changing with the new millennium 

generation being interested in gardening 

but from the perspective of growing food 

and sustaining the environment.   

Today’s gardener is less knowledgeable but 

expects a garden to supply food, be bee and 

pollinator friendly, and reflect their 

environmental values.  These values must 

be reflected by the businesses they deal 

with.  Add to these challenges the decline of 

the independent garden centres and the 

presence of numerous box stores selling 

garden products.  With the changing social 

values, the horticultural industry has to 

keep itself relevant. 



Mid Island Floral Art Club 

Thursday, May 9 at 2:00 pm 

St Stephen's Church Hall, 

150 Village Way, QB 

Have a Go at Land Art 

Info:  Deanne 752-1858 

 

Nanoose Garden Club 
May 3, 2019 at 1:15pm 

Margot Moser & Karen Unruh 

speaking on 

Alpine & Rock Gardening 
Nanoose Library Hall 

2489 Nanoose Road 

(at the corner of NW Bay Road & 

Nanoose Road 

Info: Margot – mmoser@shaw.ca 

 

Eaglecrest Garden Club 

Wednesday, May 15 at 7:00 pm 
(doors open at 6:30 pm) 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. 

Guest fee: $3 

Speaker: Melanie Penn of Bilson Creek 

Farm speaking on “Lavender”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Qualicum Beach Garden Club 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

QB Civic Centre   

Speaker:  Linda A. Gilkeson, 

Ph.D., author, teacher, 

consultant speaking on 

 Pest Control in the Spring. 
 

Doors open at 7 pm 

Meeting at 7:30 pm 

 Guests $3. 

 

 

She’d Like Hers Back 

Marilyn Dawson will bring a 

dark greenish watering can left 

at the curling rink on April 20 to 

the meeting Wednesday and 

hopes to exchange it for the 

dark blue slightly smaller one 

that someone took by mistake. 

She’s devoted to her old, not as 

nice one. 
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Blooming Around Town… 
April Beckons a Reluctant Spring… 

Rhododendron ‘Grace Seabrook’ 

in Judy’s garden 

 

 
Also in Judy’s garden, this lovely 

combination of pink and mauve 

rhododendrons 

A luscious mauve/pink rhododendron 

underplanted with a purple/black hellebore 

in Brian’s garden. 

 

 

A hundred Narcissus ‘Hoop Petticoats’  

are quite a scene in Brian’s garden. 

 

Photos:  Linda Derkach 



 
 

 
 

 
These three exquisite camelias light up  

Glen’s early spring garden.  

Photos:  Glen Jamieson 

 

 
Every April garden should have a bouquet of 

Trillium ovatum.  These are in Brian’s garden.  

 

 
On the boulevard at Jim’s Gym, red 

rhododendrons flourish. 

Photos:  Linda Derkach 
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Caltha palustris (Marsh Marigold) 

 

 
Rhododendron praestens 

(Vireya) 
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Rhododendron ‘Jock’s Cairn’ 

 
Agapetes smithiana 

 

Photos:  Glen Jamieson 



Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

General Meeting Minutes 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

 Wednesday, April 10, 2019 at 7:30 pm 

The April MARS meeting always means a jam-
packed session in preparation for the 
Rhododendron Show and Sale and the Mother’s 
Day Weekend Garden Tour. There’s always 
information on how to prepare a truss for the 
judges’ table. Kim Hammond was on hand to 
renew memberships to Milner Gardens and 
Woodland.  Business was at the top of the 
agenda. 

Rhododendron Show & Sale: Co-chair Kathy 
Loyer said she still needed a few volunteers for 
various chores either on Friday afternoon 
during the set-up or Saturday during the show. 
She said Don Bridgen will be the runner this 
year, taking plants from the hold table to the 
judges’ bench.  She encouraged members to 
donate a plant as a door prize and to bring their 
potted-up plants to the MARS sales table.  
Plants for the MARS table should be brought in 
around 3 pm on Friday.  Members were 
encouraged to dress warmly, even if the day is 
warm.  The curling rink is usually cold, 
particularly for those who have to be on duty 
for most of the morning.  Because it is Easter 
weekend and most will want to be with family 
for some of the time, there will be no pot luck 
after the event. 
Rose Prufer who is managing the MARS table 
urged members to bring all sorts of plants, 
particularly veggie starts which sold well last 
year as well as perennials and annual starts. 
Plants should be in clean pots. 
 
How to Prepare a Truss for Judging: Don 
Bridgen explained the intricacies of preparing a 
truss for the Rhododendron Show and Sale. He 
brought samples of the various categories such 
as lax truss and spray and he went through the 
procedure of entering a bloom for judging.  Full 
details are printed in the April newsletter. The 
show is open to non-members in all but one 
category; the novice trophy is reserved only for 

those who have been a member for up to three 
years and never entered before.  

Garden Tour: Because chair Sherry Thompson 
was absent, Linda Derkach said she had filled 
the last two sitter spots, the tickets were 
printed, the posters painted (thanks to Elaine 
Derkach) and the Garden Tour was ready to 
celebrate another Mother’s Day. 

Bus Tour: Linda Derkach said she had only a few 
spaces left for the bus trip to various Victoria-
area gardens on June 18.  It’s a one-day event, 
but a long day. 

Other Business: 1. The May general meeting is 
also the AGM and a new slate of officers for the 
executive will be presented to the membership 
for approval. There will be no nominees from 
the floor.  

2. The executive has approved a motion to 
move the MARS fiscal year-end to June 30 
instead of the calendar year. 

3. Members who have a Facebook account were 
urged to check out the MARS site that Rose 
Prufer is managing. She encourages members to 
send pictures so the site can keep current. 

4. The June windup is on June 15 at the home of 
Al and Linda Derkach. 

Before the coffee break, Glen gave a short talk 
on fertilizer which is published in the 
newsletter. Then the chairs were re-arranged 
into an oval for a round-table discussion about 
all things rhododendron, led by Glen, John 
Deniseger and Rose Prufer.  The seating format 
encourages questions, opinions and experience 
from the audience in a relaxed atmosphere and 
seems to be greeted with enthusiasm. 

Prizes: The door prize, R. ‘Teddy Bear’ was won 
by Ron Stuart; other prizes were: R. ‘PJM’, a 
dwarf pieris, azalea ‘Redred’, R. oreotrephes 
and R. ‘Ginny Gee’. Winners were Ray Walker, 
Carol Hansen, Don Bridgen, Deb Mitchell and 

Kel Roberts.                                               Page 7 



Epsom Salts:   

Is it necessary? 
Linda Derkach 

At our April meeting, the use of Epsom salts 
to green up the leaves of our 
rhododendrons was discussed in light of the 
scientific research shared by Dr. Linda 
Chalker-Scott, a speaker at our recent Fall 
Mini-Conference in October 2018. 
 

For many years, rosarians and 
rhododendron enthusiasts have used 
Epsom salts both as a fertilizer and as a 
foliar spray in the belief that this will help 
green up the leaves.  
  
Part of the rationale for using Epsom salts 
here on Vancouver Island is the belief that 
our very wet winters leech all the 
magnesium from our predominantly sandy 
soils and needs to be replaced.   
 

Enter Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, Horticulturist 
and Associate Professor, Puyallup Research 
and Extension Centre, Washington State 
University, Puyallup, Wash.   
 

As a research scientist and educator,  
Dr. Chalker-Scott is vitally interested in 
science-based research, particularly in the 
area of good gardening practice.   
And her advice is that Epsom salts used to 
green up the leaves of our rhododendrons 
is of no benefit to our plants and may 
actually do more harm than good.  
 

The bottom line regarding the use of Epsom 
salts can be found by googling Dr. Linda 
Chalker-Scott and Epsom salts research.   
Her article entitled:   

miracle, myth…or marketing   
Epsom salts 

contains a very thorough review of 
marketing claims, and current and past 
research on this topic.  
  
To quote Dr. Chalker-Scott: 
“The urge to use common household 
products as garden fertilizers and pesticides 
is compelling for many consumers who want 
simple, cheap approaches to landscape 
management.  However, the use of any 
chemical in a landscape should be 
thoughtfully considered:   

 

Is it necessary? 
Can it cause damage? 
 

The science behind the use of Epsom salts is 
only applicable to intensive crop production 
in situations where magnesium is known to 
be deficient in the soil or in the plants.  It is 
irresponsible to advise gardeners and other 
plant enthusiasts to apply Epsom salts, or 
any chemical, without regard to soil 
conditions, plant needs and environmental 
health.”  1 

 

Conclusion:  Many of us have been using 
Epsom salts for many years in hopes of 
helping our plants look healthier.  It has 
been used as a foliar spray to reduce 
mildew.  And there have been many times 
when the results were such that we were 
convinced of its efficacy.   But with this new 
research, it is probably best to move the jug 
of Epsom salts to the bathroom and take a 
nice, long, warm and soothing bath with its 
contents.   
 

And we shouldn’t feel bad – many, many 
gardening practices over hundreds of years 
have been reviewed and changed or 
eliminated – everything evolves! 
 

1 www.MasterGardenerOnline.com, 
Chalker-Scott, Linda, Washington State 
University, Spring 2007 

http://www.mastergardeneronline.com/


New Bug in Town 
Margot Moser 
(Updated and reprinted as members raised the issue 
of lace bug damage to rhododendrons at the April 
meeting.) 
 

Which insect comes to mind when you read the 
words SERIOUS RHODO PEST?  Chances are it is 
the infamous Vine Weevil.  In recent years 
however, certain Lace Bug (Stephanitis) species, 
are emerging as more threatening and difficult-
to-control pests of rhododendrons. 
 

Lace Bug should not be confused with Lacewing, 
which is a beneficial insect in the garden. 
 

The two Lace Bug species of particular threat to 
rhododendrons are Andromeda Lace Bug 
(Stephanitis takeyai) and Azalea Lace Bug 
(S. pyriodes) which both originated in Japan.  
The native Stephanitis rhododendri has also 
been implicated to a lesser degree.  The 
Andromeda Lace Bug attacks rhododendrons as 
well as pieris while Azalea Lace Bug seems to 
prefer evergreen azaleas. 
 

It is easy to recognize the damage Lace Bug 
inflicts.  First, you will notice a yellowish-white, 
mottled appearance on the upper surfaces of 
leaves and, on the undersides, small black spots 
along with adult bugs and nymphs.  Both adults 
and nymphs suck plant juices from the leaves, 
causing stippling and leaving black fecal residue.   
 

Lace Bug overwinters as eggs in plant foliage 
and produces several generations per year after 
hatching in May.  Pieris japonica growing in 
sunny locations is much more vulnerable to 
attack than it is in shade while Pieris floribunda 
(Mountain Pieris) and Pieris formosa (Himalayan 
Pieris) are resistant, even in sun. 
 

So, what can we do to prevent or deal with this 
pest?  In my experience on the Lower Mainland, 
Lace Bug showed up first on pieris and then 
moved to rhododendrons.  With this in mind, I 
would not plant Pieris japonica in particular 
anywhere near rhododendrons.   
 

If this pest does show up on your plants, you 
have to think whether it might be best to dig 

them out and replace them with something 
else.  There are no effective non-chemical 
control measures.  It would be nice to think that 
the freezing temperatures we’ve experienced 
this winter might have killed at least some of 
the overwintering eggs but, chances are, 
enough have survived to carry on.  Trying to 
eradicate Lace Bug non-chemically is sure to be 
an ongoing frustration and risks them spreading 
to other plants. 
 

If you opt for chemical control, treatment is 
best carried out in early summer when newly 
hatched nymphs are present but further 
treatment later in the summer may also be 
required.  Non-toxic sprays such as 
horticultural oil, insecticidal soap and neem-
based products may be effective. Coat the 
leaves well, including on the underside and 
repeat regularly.  Of course, plants in flower 
should not be sprayed due to the danger to 
bees and other pollinating insects. 
 

There are a number of websites that give 
detailed information about various methods 
to control Lace Bug but none suggest that it is 
possible to eradicate them completely. 
 

Margot Moser has grown rhododendrons, 

native plants and alpines for many years, both 

on the Lower Mainland and now at her 

beautiful property in Nanoose. 
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Few Register for 

Rhododendron Show 

Marilyn Dawson 

Although the low number of entrants was 

disappointing, many beautiful blooms were 

enjoyed by our members and the public. 

Here are the results of the Rhododendron 

Truss Show on Saturday, April 20, 2019.  

Best in Show Large Leaf was Judy 

Millicheap’s ‘Grace Seabrook’.  

Best in Show Small Leaf was ‘Veronica 

Milner’, owned by Sherry Thompson whose 

‘Cloudburst’ was voted Popular Choice. 

Other categories were:  

Red:  

1. ‘Grace Seabrook’, Judy Millicheap 

2. ‘Clayoquot Warrior’, Sherry Thompson  

3. ‘Whid Bee’, Joanne Hamilton  

Yellow:  

1. ‘Patty Bee’, Marilyn Dawson  

2. R. concatenans, Glen Jamieson  

3. ‘Shamrock’, Marilyn Dawson  

Pink:  

1. ‘Edith Boulter’, Glen Jamieson 

2. R. chlorops, Glen Jamieson  

3. ‘Cloudburst’, Sherry Thompson  

White: 

1. ‘Silver Sixpence’, Sherry Thompson  

2.  R. arboreum, Glen Jamieson  

3. None.   

Blue collection:  

1.’Blue Baron’, Marilyn Dawson  

2. ‘Inkspot’, Glen Jamieson  

3. ‘Muncaster Mist’, Glen Jamieson 

Tender:  

1. R. tyermanii, Ann DeBrincat  

2. R. taronense, Ann DeBrincat  

3. R. jasminiflorum, Glen Jamieson 

Lax Truss:  

1. ‘Veronica Milner’, Sherry Thompson  

2. ‘Royston Red’, Joanne Hamilton  

3. ‘Elizabeth’, Marilyn Dawson  

Spray:  

1.  R. scabrifolium, Ann DeBrincat  

2. ‘Snow Lady’, Sherry Thompson  

3. ‘PJM’, Joanne Hamilton  

Species Small Leaf:  

1. R. coriaceum, Glen Jamieson 

2. R. oreodoxa, Glen Jamieson  

3. R. pachysanthum, Glen Jamieson  

Species large leaf: 

1.  R. argyrophyllum, Marilyn Dawson.  

2. R. sutchuenense, Ann DeBrincat.  

3. None.  

Foliage, Large leaf: 

1.’Sappho’, Ann DeBrincat. (only entry)  

Foliage small leaf:  

1.’Everred’. Sherry Thompson (only entry)  

Hammerhead:  

1. ‘Christmas Cheer’, Sherry Thompson  

Novice: No Entries 

 

Many thanks to judges  

Art Lightburn and Dick 

Beamish of the Nanaimo RS.   

Also, thanks to all the vendors 

and volunteers who make the 

show and sale a success each 

year. 



  

2019 Spring, Summer and Fall Events and Activities 
Date & Time Event Location 

Friday, May 3 

 at 1:15 pm 

Nanoose Garden Club:  Alpine and 

Rock Gardening with Margot Moser 

and Karen Unruh 

Nanoose Library Hall, 2489 

Nanoose Road 

Wednesday, May 8 MARS:  The Changing Focus of 

Gardening with Bernie Dinter 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

Thursday, May 9 at 2:00 

pm 

Mid Island Floral Art Club:   

Have a Go at Land Art 

St. Stephen’s Church Hall 

150 Village Way, QB 

May 11 & May 12 

10 to 4 each day 

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend Garden 

Tour 

Qualicum Beach 

Parksville 

Saturday, May 11 

8:30 to noon 

Qualicum Beach Garden Club  

Garden Sale 

701 Larch, Qualicum Beach 

Saturday, May 11 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Nanoose Garden Club Plant Sale Nanoose Library Centre 

Northwest Bay Road, 

Nanoose 

Tuesday, May 14  

Doors open 7:00 pm 

Qualicum Beach Garden Club: 

Pest Control in the Spring  

Linda Gilkeson 

QB Civic Centre 

Wednesday, May 15  

7:00 pm 

Eaglecrest Garden Club:  Melanie Penn 

of Bilston Creek Farm on Lavender 

QBCC 

Tuesday, June 18  MARS Bus Tour Victoria 

Wednesday, June 19 

7:00 pm 

Eaglecrest Garden Club: 

Barry Roberts on Hydrangeas 

QBCC 

Wednesday, July 17 

7:00 pm 

Eaglecrest Garden Club: Valerie 

Melanson & Margot Moser on Alpines 

for Rock Gardens & Regular Gardens 

QBCC 

Wednesday, September 18 

7:00 pm 

Eaglecrest Garden Club: 

Margaret Mills on Mason Bees 

QBCC 

Friday, September 27 to 

Sunday, September 29, 

2019 

ARS Fall Conference 

Hosted by Mt. Arrowsmith 

Rhododendron Society 

Rhododendrons by the Seaside 

Parksville Community and 

Conference Centre 

 

www.marsrhodos.ca/ars2019 

Wednesday, October 16 

7:00 pm 

Eaglecrest Garden Club: 

Collin Bartlett on  

Getting Your Garden Ready for Birds 

QBCC 
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