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This month's speaker

Wednesday January 14  th  

Glen Jamieson, our new Program Chair,

is the program this month. This popular

speaker, who has talked to most of the

rhododendron clubs in British Columbia,

will entertain and inform us about his

botanizing trip to Borneo last spring. His

focus will be on Sabah, in the northeast

part of the Malaysian portion of Borneo

and on Mount Kinabalu, the highest

mountain in Southeast Asia. 

Kinabalu Park is an ecologically-

protected sanctuary of rare orchids and

vireyas, the tropical rhododendron.

Glen's talk will focus on climbing Mount

Kinabalu and what makes it so special.

His interest in vireyas is well-known.

Since 1999, he has established one of the

largest collections of vireyas in Canada

at his home in San Pareil.

As a research scientist with Fisheries and

Oceans Canada, he has traveled

extensively in China, Central and South

America. His talks usually cover cultural

matters as well as flora and fauna

aspects. 

        

MARS Meetings
Qualicum Beach

 Civic Centre 

2nd Wednesday of the month

7:30 pm

11  th   February Meeting  
Cyclamen presentation

                  with 

          Bill Bischoff
The cyclamen plants make an

incredibly beautful companion

for the Rhododendrns that we

grow. Bill is an expert and  will

tell us all about them.  
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It is weather for penguins.
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President's Message
What a man needs in gardening is a cast-

iron back with a hinge on it” 
Charles Dudley Warner (1829-1900) 

‘Happy New Year’ rings a little hollow this year

with the all-round collapse of our economy,

garden hedges and fences. Perhaps we should

look beyond the ‘artificial’ the daily bad news -

and focus on the ‘natural’ rhythm of events. This

year the winter weather has created an

unnatural set of events which present real

challenges for you local gardeners. Once the

snow and ice retreats (and we can be pretty

certain of that to happen) there will probably be

a mess to clear up in your garden before you can

get on with ‘spring pruning’, which in itself will

be a far bigger job than usual, removing all those

broken trees and branches which resulted from

the excessive snowfalls! So forget the economy,

you have enough on your plate just making a

nice garden once again!

Look forward to our January meeting - our

Program Chair, Glen Jamieson, will be giving

his presentation on a visit to Borneo that he

made last Spring. If your plans do not include

such a trip, this educational travelogue is your

best bet. See you at the QB Civic Centre

on the 14th January at  7.30pm

                                           John England

Members Corner

Gallardia

A Date To Remember

7th February    

Seedy Saturday

MARS will be manning a table on Seedy

Saturday, Feb. 7 at the Qualicum Beach Civic

Centre. This annual event draws huge crowds, so it

is a good chance for MARS to introduce the club to

potential members, and to remind everyone of our

major fundraisers in the spring; the Rhodo Show

and Sale on April 18, the Plant Sale in Coombs on

April 25 and 26 and the Garden Tour on Mother's

Day weekend, May 9 and 10. 

Anyone who wants to take part and stand for

an hour or two talking to passersby, see organizer

Marilyn Dawson. 

Photographs of Jim and Ellen Rothwells' Garden
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           Wasn't that a party!!!

The gods must have been smiling. There it

was, a comfortable December evening, no snow

on The Hump, not even rain to put the slightest

damper on MARS' Christmas party at Rotary

House on Fern Avenue in Qualicum Beach. The

first arrivals turned up just after 5 p.m. and they

kept coming, bringing a delectable assortment of

goodies, 'appys, casseroles and desserts. By 6 pm

the party was in full swing.

       Earlier in the week, organizer Maria

Bieberstein got together with Barbara Kulla and

Marilyn Dawson to create table centerpieces

while Skip Cockburn was elsewhere designing

three beautiful Christmas decorations for door

prizes. Ann Robertson, Skip and Doug arrived

with the aforementioned crew in the early

afternoon to set up tables, the same number as

last year. The MARS crowd was larger than

expected and in the evening  another table was

brought out and hastily decked out.

       Star of the evening was the Port Alberni

turkey, raised by Ann deBrincat. Terry and

Verna Richmond looked after the cooking,

delivering it complete with gravy and dressing. 

A ham, oodles of mashed potatoes and other

vegetables rounded out the meal. 

       While the appys were being consumed,

Susan Lightburn sold tickets for various draws

and local entertainers George Despins and wife

Gwen presented a wide variety of familiar songs

and carols. With music in the background,

people tended to slip easily into party mode. 

        After dinner, Maria and Barbara directed

the frantic gift exchange. Everyone had been

given a number and as the number was called, a

gift was chosen, although it might be claimed

later by someone else. It was a lot of fun, judging

from the laughter throughout the room.And then

it was over with everyone pitching in to stash

tables and clean up.  

 Party Gift being exchanged by Marilyn

Our fearless leader John with Gwen

Anne  with yummy food and Decorations
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Party Recipes
Shirley’s Barkley Bars (our newest member)

   Base  
½ cup butter

¼ cup sugar

1 large egg

1 teaspoon vanilla

2 cups ground Oreo crumbs

1 cup ground pecans

½ cup chopped pecans

Combine     in double boiler, butter, sugar, egg,

vanilla, cocoa  and set over boiling water until

 slightly thickened.

Add Oreo crumbs and all pecans.

Press mixture down firmly into a

9” square buttered pan and allow to stand while

you combine the filling.

Filling
½ soft butter

2 tablespoons milk

2 cups icing sugar

2 teaspoons instant coffee

2 tablespoons hot coffee

2 tablespoons custard powder

1 teaspoon Kahlua (optional)

Combine add over the base and chill

Topping
8 ounces semi sweet chocolate

1  2/3 tablespoons butter

Melt chocolate over very hot water.

Stir butter in slowly.

Spread over the filling

Refrigerate, cut and enjoy

 Party Men ^                                Party Women  >

Endive Spears 
with Sweet Potatoes Bacon and Chives.

3 slices bacon, thinly sliced crosswise.

1 small sweet potato, peeled & cut into ¼'' dice,

1½ cup

Kosher salt

Freshly ground black pepper

3 tbs thinly sliced fresh chives

2 medium heads Belgian endive

¼ cup crème fresh or sour cream.

Cook the bacon in a 10” non stick skillet over

medium heat until it has rendered some fat,

about 3 minutes.

Add the sweet potato and ¼ teaspoon each salt

and pepper.

Cook stirring, until the sweet potato is tender

and the bacon starts to crisp, 6-8 minutes.

Stir in 2tbs chives and season with more salt and

pepper to taste.

Allow to cool.

Slice the bottom ½”off the endive so some of the

outer leaves break free. Cut another ½”off and

break some more leaves free. Keep going until all

the larger leaves are free (You should have about

20). If you like trim the leaves so that they are

the same length. Save the remaining endive for

salad.                                                              Set the

endive leaves on a larger platter. Spoon the sweet

potato mixture near the base of the leaves. Top

each with a dollop of crème fresh and a sprinkle

of chives.                                                          Serve

immediately or let sit for up to 20 minutes. This

recipe is from  Taunton’s Fine Cooking magazine and is
one of the appetizers created by Tony Rosenfeld.
I love this magazine and wanted to share this special
recipe with you.   Ann
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 Jean, Jim and Brenda 

Tony, John and Al examine the handsome bird

house made by Bill.   

The party is over, now we can plan

the next one!

Editor's corner                          

 Our gardens are sad and I am sure have had

more pruning than we would wish for but these

lovely Rhododendrons from Ken Gibson's

garden is a reminder that believe it or not spring

will come.

 R.giraldii  20', 0F , EM

“Red majesty” 5', 10F, E ,   4/3/3
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Winter wonderland  Madrona Point

Bay Road Nanoose

Wishing you all the best for 2009

              Happy

     New Year 
    

         


