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Pot Luck Party at Linda Derkach's
home. We will have Guests -the
owners of the gardens.
Bring your own garden chairs,
plates cutlery, something to drink
and Pot Luck to share. Even if you
are not able to help with the tour
please come and enjoy the party.
Linda and Aleck Derkach
1051 Surfside Drive
QualicumBeach.
250-752-3545
Just past the ring road on the old
island highway turn right on to
Kincaid and follow around left on
Surfside.
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President's Message
LAWS OF GARDENING
1. Other people’s tools work only in other people’s
gardens.
2. Fancy gadgets don’t work.
3. If nobody uses it, there’s a reason
4. You get the most of what you need the least.
From The Official Rules
The Truss Show and Plant Sale was a
resounding success - one benefit resulting from the
arctic type winter that most of us endured! First
indicators are that we grossed 20% up on 2008! Well
done to Al Bieberstein and his team of dedicated club
members who donated their time and froze at the
Parksville curling arena - the ice had been gone only
days before and the cement was still frozen!
In 1989 I happened to visit the North Vancouver
Alpine Garden Club annual plant sale. I came across
an elderly, large - hatted lady (probably ten years
younger than this great-grandfather!) who was
selling a variety of plants, among them a very small
rhododendron species about 15cm high in a 10cm
pot. She told me that she had grown it from a seed
collected in Nepal and when I ask her, “when would it
bloom?” her face appeared from beneath the hat and
after studying me for a few seconds she answered,
“ you will live to see it bloom”. So I bought the plant.
Each year that it did not bloom, although
disappointing, gave rise to a certain reassurance of
the continuity of life!
This year 2009, twenty-one years later, R.
campanulatum has finally flowered. It is beautiful,
delicate lavender, as the accompanying picture shows.
There is one downside, however…
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North Island Rhododendron Society
invitation
We are planning our NIRS 25th Anniversary
Celebration for June of this year. It will be a low-key
affair, likely a pot luck, primarily for our members.
As we considered others who might like to help us
celebrate, those early members who were once NIRS
folk came to mind. In order to let them know that we
are having a 'party', we wondered if you could put
this in your next newsletter, and/or announce it at
your next meeting. This is an opportunity for some of
those original NIRS members to join us if they wish.
Thanks! Diana Scott
President NIRS

Ink Spot

Events
Milner Gardens
Rhododendron Days at Milner Gardens
Apr 30 – May 10 10 am to 5 pm
Enjoy the named and labeled collection of
Rhododendrons & other spring flowering plants
through a series of weekend walk-talks or self-guided
tours.
Tel: (250)752-8573
E-mail: milnergardens@shaw.ca
Website: www.milnergardens.org

“ ISLAND ON THE EDGE.”
Nick Versteeg

See you all at the MARS Mothers Day Garden
Tour, 9th -10th May and the post tour Pot Luck
supper at Linda’s.
Happy gardening.
John England

7pm,Wednesday, May 6th Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre. The showing is sponsored by the
Oceanside Community Food Initiative as part of
our effort to stimulate discussion about the food
supply on Vancouver Island.
I hope to see you there.
Craig Young 250-228-5470

Volume 21, Issue 5

The Rhodovine

MARS GENERAL MEETING
th

Wednesday, April 8 March 11, 2009
MEETING AT: 7:30 pm. at the Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre. Minutes of the March meeting
appeared in the Rhodovine. They were accepted
as presented.
GUESTS: Mike Allen, Camille Dawes, John and
Ellie Vanwignharden.
BUSINESS ARISING:
1. George Fraser Days in Ucluelet is May 23,
with a town walkabout set for 11 a.m.
2. The annual Stubbs Island opening is May 16
and 17, the holiday weekend.
3. The annual general meeting is in May and
members can still apply for an executive
position. The contact is Brenda Moore.
4. Don't forget the Oceanside Flower Show needs
your plants and your help. Contact is Barbara
Kulla or Marilyn Dawson.
REFRESHMENTS: Myrna Schebel
CORRESPONDENCE: B.C. Council of Gardens
Directory and the magazine.
TREASURER'S REPORT: Tony Ansdell
reported that last month's draw prize sales were
exceptional for a regular meeting with $86.75
collected. Total income for the month was
$248.05. Expenses were well above income, but
the bank account is in a good position to handle
the upcoming Truss Show and Garden Tour.
GARDEN TOUR: Linda Derkach said all the
gardens have sitters, but she still needs trucks
and drivers to transport signs.
TRUSS SHOW: Maria Bieberstein urged
members to turn up at 7 am at the curling rink,
hopefully with blooms for exhibition if not for
the judging table. She also needed people to help
out at the end of the show, cleaning up. Bill
Burgoyne once more donated his handcrafted
potting bench for the show's grand prize. Maria
said she also needed members to turn up on the
Friday afternoon at 2 pm to help with the setup.
PROGRAM: The speaker for the May meeting
is scientist Ted Irving, on the evolution of
rhododendrons with the shifting of tectonic
plates. Truss Show chairman Al Bieberstein gave
a short workshop on the choice and presentation
of rhododendrons for the show. Look for trusses
that may be open by Friday, give the plant lots of
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water and cut the truss either the night before or
early Saturday morning. With blooms being as
much as three weeks behind, he encouraged
members to bring as many blooms as they could
find, even if they might not be winners.
WAYS AND MEANS: The door prize was R.
PJM; other prizes were R. Ernie Dee, R. Sonata,
R. morii and R. pachysanthum, the last two
donated by Ken Webb of Victoria. There was
also a trillium ovatum, donated by Art
Lightburn.
NEW BUSINESS: 1. Ron McMaster
unexpectedly asked if he could have the floor for
a major announcement, which was: MARS has
set a record. For the first time ever, we have a
president who has just become a great
grandfather. With great grandmom Arlene
looking on, John England said he is still digesting
that fact.
2. Terry Richmond will take a MARS cheque to
help out with the George Fraser celebrations.
3. The 20th anniversary dinner is set for early
August: there will be more details in May.
GUEST SPEAKER:Norma Senn talked about
the Gardens of the Pacific Northwest, Walking in
the Footprints of the Sasquatch, a wide-ranging
talk that included a slide presentation.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT: 9.40 pm
John England, President
Marilyn Dawson, Secretary

Silver Medal.
It is not often that the ARS gives out a Silver
Medal Award for outstanding services and even
more rare to someone in Canada.
Harry Wright just received one at the ARS
conference in Everett, Washington. He was one
of our founding members before the club split up
and started their own chapter in the Comox
Valley.
Congratulations Harry, so well deserved.
More information to follow next month.
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Editors Corner
Truss Show
What a great show it was! Well done everyone. A
special thank you to our truss show committee,
Al, Marie, Art, Susan, and Marilyn. Where would
we be without the Door Prize Collector, Barbara.
A special thanks also to our Judges for their time,
interest and expertise. See Below.

Great Entertainment provided by
the Kwalicum High School Jazz Trio.

Judges Al Campbell and Garth Wedemire
Where would we be without all those members
who came out to set up, work at and clean up the
show.

Ann and Sandra “I have won the sweepstakes”

Special Award to Marilyn.
“Truss show Mop Queen”

“those gorgeous reds”

Best in show- small leaf

Best in Show- large leaf

After all the work Al and Marie hosted our wind
up party. Thank you. We all had a wonderful pot
luck with yummy food and happy but exhausted
company.

Anne triple winner of the lax truss

Riplet.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Show
Everybody was talking about the cold winter, the late spring; there were nothing in
bloom. How could we have a Rhodo show when only, it seemed, there were one or
two in bloom? Once again MARS members confounded the doom and gloomers
and did themselves proud.
From the moment that Wolfgang Ruff turned up on Friday afternoon with a gigantic bundle
of flowering almond branches to grace the front hall, the mood was upbeat as a crew of
volunteers set up the curling rink for the show. By Saturday morning with the trusses on
both the exhibition table and the judging benches, the place looked downright pretty and
more than one visitor exclaimed at the quantity of blooms.
Best in Show: large leaf was won by Ann DeBrincat .
Best in Show: small leaf was won by Joan Rich with April Rose.
Popular Choice: was won by Chantal Nichols of Nanoose, a non-member with El Cinque.
Blue Collection: 1.Anne Gutsche, Muncaster Mist; 2. Kay Burgoyne, PJM.
Colour Collection: 1. Maria Bieberstein, Rosamundi; 2. Ann Robertson, Inkspots;
3. Linda Derkach, Isola Bella.
Foliage, large leaf: Ann DeBrincat, all 3 places1. R. sutchenense, 2. R. decorum,
3. R.auriculatum.
Foliage, small leaf: 1. Art Lightburn, R. bureauvii; 2. Art Lightburn, R. roxieanum;
3. Ann DeBrincat, Goldflimmer.
Lax Truss: 1. Anne Gutsche, all 3 places, 1. Dormouse, 2. Lori Eichelser; 3. Maureen.
Pink: 1. Maria Bieberstein, Cinquero, 2. Chantel Nichols, El Cinque, 3. Linda Derkach:
Cilpinense.
Red: 1. Marilyn Dawson, Grace Seabrook, 2. Celsa Rasmussen, Grace Seabrook,
3. Joan Rich, Shilsonii.
White: 1. Celsa Rasmussen, Snow Lady, 2. Joan Rich, Boddaertianum, 3. Art Lightburn,
Snow Lady.
Spray: Joan Rich, all 3 places. 1. April Rose, 2.Cream Crest, 3. McKee’s Blue.
Protected: Ann DeBrincat, all 3 places, 1. R. lindleyi, 2.R. tyermanii 3. R.johnstonianum.
Species large: 1. John England, R. sutchuenense, 2. Ann DeBrincat, R. macabeanum,
3. Ann Robertson, R. strigillosum.
Species small: 1. Chantal Nichols, R. pemakoense, 2. Lorne Hepting, Moupinense,
3.Art Lightburn, R. wardii.
Novice: 1. Myrna Schebel, Grace Seabrook, 2. Myrna Schebel, PJM, 3. Linda Derkach,
Isola Bella.

Oceanside Plant Sale.
What a success! A committee of two put it all together. Many thanks again to Barbara and
Marilyn. They planted and trucked and finally at the end of the year asked for help to move
plants and work at the sale. They are part of the backbone of our club. I brought more home
than I managed to take. One day I have to say NO.
It is that time of year when we are pulling plants out and replanting. Now is a good time to
start potting up so that the plants are big, beautiful and well rooted by next year.
I have no pictures of this show - so sad.

