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From Your President…
It’s that time of the year! Christmas lights, holly,
mistletoe, presents, carols and families getting
together. It’s followed by the beginning of a
new year and a chance to review the year just
ending.
MARS has had a very good year filled with
interesting speakers, a successful Truss Show,
the most successful Garden Tour ever and an
excellent Oceanside Garden Show sale even
though the show organizers tried to cancel it.
We should all congratulate and thank the
people who made these events possible and
all the volunteers who participated in the
events. I would like to ask that we make sure
next year is at least as good and hopefully
even better.
We have one more event for this year and that
is the annual MARS Christmas Party. It is on
December 1 at the Rotary Hall. Come along to
be with friends and enjoy some fun. I hope to
see you all there.
Finally, let me wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a great New Year.
Tony

Fall-blooming Nerine bowdenii in a
Victoria garden last November.
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Ask an Expert…….
Here’s a timely question…..
In view of this very early snowfall and cold spell, is
there anything gardeners should be doing to
prevent damage, AND how should rhododendrons
in small pots (one gallon) be treated?
Answer from Joan Rich and Terry
Richmond….. Snow is a good blanket for plants
in these below freezing temperatures.
However, it can cause some damage
particularly in large-leaved species where a
heavy fall can cause the whole branch to bend
over and break. The only option is to manually
remove the heavy snow.
Look for bark split on the trunk and check on
the condition of the branches when weather
conditions permit. Tape, tie, wire or screw a
broken branch right away - don't wait for
spring. You can put bolts and screws right
through large stems.
There are several ways to protect plants in one
gallon pots:
• place the pot on the middle of a 7 gallon pot
and surround with bark mulch for insulation
up to about one inch above the pot level;
place out of the wind, preferably against the
house but make sure it doesn't dry out
• sink in the ground and cover with loose
straw held in place with evergreen boughs
• pack closely together in a protected part of
the garden and cover with bark mulch
• bring temporarily into a garage, or
• put into a cool greenhouse.
A burlap cage can be assembled for
some semi-hardy plants and the branches tied
up to prevent snow damage and conserve
space. A chicken wire cage surrounding a
special plant can be filled with oak leaves, the
latter to be removed as soon as weather
conditions permit.
If an occasional low overnight temperature is
forecast, then a blanket thrown over a
rhododendron for the night can be helpful.
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Four Favourites…
This month we travel to the spectacular West
Coast of Vancouver Island to enjoy the mature
rhododendrons of Shirley and Dougal
Meekison near Tofino…

Rhododendron ‘Gomer Waterer’, R. ‘Point
Defiance’ and R. ‘White Swan’ in the garden of
Shirley and Dougal.

Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’

And from our Treasurer Bert
Harding…..

Rhododendron ‘Point Defiance’ and an unknown
white rhodie looking toward Barkley Sound.

Rhododendron macabeanum looking spectacular in
April.

Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
Meeting Minutes
General Meeting held at the Civic Centre in
Qualicum Beach, November 10, 2010 at 7:30
pm
MINUTES of the previous meeting were
approved as published in the Rhodovine.
Refreshments: Provided by Marilyn Dawson
and Barbara Kulla
Guests: Ron and Carla Knight, Anna Campbell
BUSINESS ARISING: 1. The Christmas Party
is a potluck on Dec. 1 at Rotary Hall on Fern
and Beach Avenues in Qualicum Beach. Ann
DeBrincat and Terry Richmond are providing
the turkey and trimmings. A ham and potatoes
are already taken care of, so members are
asked to bring appies, veggies and desserts to
round out the meal. Rotary provides the dishes
and cutlery. Members are urged to bring a
wrapped gift ($10 or less) for the crazy
exchange, and a donation to the food bank.
There will be a raffle with proceeds going to the
SOS; entertainment is being organized by John
England.
2. Harry Wright of Courtenay is revising his
inventory of island rhododendrons for 2012 and
would like members’ help. The booklet
currently lists more than 4,000 variety of
rhodos in 125 B.C. gardens. He would like an
update on those gardens that are already in
the book, and also submissions from those
who haven’t contributed before. He will take
garden inventories through 2011. Harry Wright
is at 250-338-8345. Email: haidaau@shaw.ca.
CORRESPONDENCE: An email from Tatiana
O’Donnell advertises her European Art and
Garden Tour.
MEMBERSHIP: Linda Derkach reported there
had been very good renewal response. Also,
as editor of the Rhodovine she asked for
submissions from members, particularly
questions that can be answered by local
experts.
TREASURER: Bert Harding said the club is in
a good financial position. Biggest expense for
the month was a laptop, which will be used by
the MARS treasurer and double as aid to
speakers making their presentations.

PROGRAM: In Ann DeBrincat’s absence,
Tony Ansdell announced that the next speaker,
Steve Hootman of the Rhododendron Species
Garden in Washington, will visit the island in
January.
TRUSS SHOW: Maria Bieberstein said she
and Al will direct the Truss Show for a third
straight year, but they plan on turning the reins
over to someone else for future shows. Vic
Vickers has joined the committee and a few
growers have already indicated their intention
of being part of the show.
GARDEN TOUR: Linda Derkach said the
Garden Tour Committee would be happy to
see new faces added to the team.
WAYS AND MEANS: Don Bridgen said the
door prize was R. ‘Eruption’ and the other
prizes were R. ‘Astrid’ and R. ‘Coral Mist’.
SUNSHINE: In Judy McMaster’s absence,
Tony reported that Jim Greig was due for hip
surgery the next day. Maria said she would
see that a card reached him.
NEW BUSINESS: Past President John
England reported that Milner Gardens and
Woodland is planning a fundraiser as part of
their Christmas celebrations. It’s Dec. 19 at
1:30 and for $25 those interested will get a
guided tour of the garden, afternoon tea and
some social history highlights. The Christmas
light show follows at dusk.
GUEST SPEAKER: Ron Knight, a former
teacher, is no stranger to MARS. Our
members look forward to his presentations
which are usually instructive and entertaining.
This session could well have been called
Digital Camera and the Garden 101 and
maybe 201, for its scope was wide ranging,
even including some hints on choosing a new
camera. Ron had encouraged members to
bring their cameras, so there was a constant
exchange between audience and speaker.
Some nuggets from his presentation: read the
manual, really read it; buy a tripod and move
beyond the automatic setting.
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm

Project: Inventory of
Rhododendron Varieties in BC
Harry Wright is documenting
rhododendrons and needs your help.
Below is a message from Harry…..
Many years ago I started a project which
included collecting rhododendron names and
their locations in BC gardens. So far I have
125 gardens listed with an inventory of over
4,000 varieties.
I would like to update my list for the Western
Regional Conference in Nanaimo in 2012.
At this time I am asking those who have
already sent me their inventory to please
update it. Further, I am requesting that those
who have not sent me their inventory to please
consider participating in this very worthwhile
project.
I will accept garden inventories during all of
2011. This will give me time to compile the
information before the conference in
September of 2012.
Many thanks – and I look forward to hearing
from you.
Harry Wright
250-338-8345
Email haidaau@shaw.ca

This is your Newsletter!
Please send me your ideas and your
digital photos!
Do you have a question for our
experts???
lindaderkach@shaw.ca

Mystery Plant….
Can you help? This fabulous
rhododendron blooms prolifically on
Fern Road in Qualicum Beach right in
front of the Dental/Medical Building.
Does anyone know the name of this
amazing rhododendron?

Garden Journal
From your Newsletter Editor….

We often think of winter in the garden as bleak
and barren. But even winter can be interesting
when berries, seed heads and winter bloomers
are included in our plantings. Since many of
us now have smaller plots, each plant should
provide at least three seasons of interest to
earn their place in the garden.

The papery seedheads of this prolific Clematis
decorate the winter garden – who says winter
in the garden is boring!!

Arbutus unedo ‘Compacta’ is one of my
favourite small shrubs/trees. It is evergreen,
can grow in the ground or a large pot, and has
delicate bell-shaped white flowers and fruit at
the same time through the winter. Commonly
called the Strawberry Tree, this hard-working
shrub/tree provides four seasons of interest. I
am happy to let the deer eat the fruit as it
ripens.

Acer palmatum ‘Osakasuki’ in a pot –
spectacular fall colour for October gardens.

This Cotoneaster bears gorgeous orange
berries every year – here in November in a
Victoria garden it is filled with little birds getting
a nourishing meal.

Nandina domestica is evergreen in most
winters and comes in many brilliant new
colours to brighten our winter gardens.

MARS Spring Fling Arises
from Plant Sale

forget what’s in those pots when springtime
rolls around again!
Barbara Kulla can be reached at
bkulla@shaw.ca Marilyn Dawson at
dawsom@shaw.ca

The MARS Oceanside Plant Sale is
undergoing a facelift for 2011 and needs
members’ help.
For the past three years the sale of members’
plants was organized as part of a spring
garden show in Coombs. Last year it was
cancelled suddenly just before the big day.
MARS organizers Barbara Kulla and Marilyn
Dawson decided to sell plants anyway since
people who had seen the ads were looking to
buy. There were no other vendors and we
were quite successful.
So, on April 30, 2011, two weeks after the
Rhododendron Show and Sale on April 16,
MARS is moving to town, holding the spring
plant sale now called the Spring Fling at the
Community Hall in Qualicum Beach. (That’s
right next to the curling rink.)
The hall has lots of space - more than we need
- so tables will be available to other vendors for
a small fee. Already a few merchants who can
be found in the Saturday market when it opens
have expressed interest.
Purveyors of food items or garden-related
products as well as garden art or other crafts
would be likely candidates. Members are
encouraged to tell friends, or make
suggestions to either Barbara or Marilyn for
follow-up. There will be some room for other
non-profits as well.
For the sale we will need plants – lots of plants
– but please no invasives such as periwinkle or
sweet woodruff. Clean pots are important and
so are good looking plants, especially those
that are unusual. Once you are able to divide
or pot up perennials, please consider setting
some aside for the sale. Please mark the
name and colour while potting up. It’s easy to

And to remind us that “….if winter’s here
can spring be far behind….”
…rhododendrons on our Spring Tour with
the North Island RS.
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