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Ways & Means - Don Bridgen

Rhododendrons on the NI Garden Tour
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MARS Meetings
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre
nd
2 Wednesday of the
month 7:30 pm

Next Meeting
9th February 2011

Your Mothers’ Day Garden
Tour Committee is hard at
work…..and needs your help!
Look inside to see how you
can contribute to this
important fundraising event
for MARS and the
community.
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From Your President…
At our last meeting in January, we heard two
presentations by Steve Hootman, Executive
Director of the Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden. The first was a presentation on
developments in the garden and the second was a
presentation on his journeys in southern China and
North Korea. Both were interesting and engaged
our members and a large number of guests.
Steve brought several copies of the catalogue of
plants for sale from the Garden. With very little
time to place an order, Marilyn Dawson, Maria
Bieberstein and Barbara Kulla were able to arrange
to collect orders from our members and get an
order in to beat the deadline. As a result, more
than 50 plants will be coming from RSBG for our
members.
We will be arranging another order at the end of
February so that members can still get some
unusual and interesting plants from the Garden.
Don’t forget that MARS is a member of the
Rhododendron Species Foundation and our
members get free admission to the Garden. If you
are in the vicinity of Federal Way, Washington, the
RSBG is well worth a visit.
The organizing Committees for the Truss Show and
the Garden Tour have met, and arrangements for
these events are well under way. I would like to
welcome two new committee members, Vic Vickers
to the Truss Show Committee and Ken Jones to the
Garden Tour Committee. MARS has an enviable
record of presenting these two events which have
become part of Oceanside’s regular attractions.
They are not possible without the help of
enthusiastic volunteers to organize them and to
help out on the day.
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Ask an Expert…….
Joanne asks: What can I be doing in my
garden right now?
Answer from Joan Rich:
• Remove unwanted leaves and other debris
from perennial beds and lawns and
compost them if disease free
• Prune winter damaged trees and shrubs
• Complete dormant pruning; last chance for
dormant spray on fruit trees
• Sow sweet peas
• Select camellia varieties while in bloom for
best colour combinations
• Open, clean and ventilate your greenhouse
and sterilize pots and flats used for
seedlings
• Sow cool season veggies and herbs to
transplant when danger of frost is past
• Plant asparagus roots, rhubarb, fruit trees
• Put out bee condos for the blue orchard
bees by the end of the month.
Indoors:
• Wash, trim, repot overgrown plants as
spring growth appears
• An occasional lukewarm bath in sink or
shower is a tonic for houseplants that
overwinter in hot, dry rooms
• Divide, cut back and repot ferns
• Fertilize plants showing signs of new
growth with water-soluble fertilizer
formulated for house plants.

The other event we organize is a sale of member
donated plants. In the past this was part of the
Oceanside Garden Show. More information on this
plant sale is in this newsletter. Finally we need
some people to look after the MARS table at Seedy
Saturday on February 5. Call Marilyn Dawson - or
just turn up! See you at the meeting on February 9.
Tony
Steve Hootman speaks to a large and enthusiastic
audience at our January meeting.
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Sign Painters

Guys or Gals
with Trucks

Volunteers needed to freshen up our garden
signs for our World Famous MARS Garden
Tour. Friendly working conditions – not much
pay….but lots of fun.
Apply to Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
or 752-3545

Daphne cneorum on the MARS Garden Tour
2008.

Rhododendron ‘Nancy Evans’ looking spectacular.

Four guys or gals needed
to distribute Garden Tour signs on May 6
or collect signs on May 8.
Small project – BIG payoff!
Apply to Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
or 752-3545

A spectacular red rhododendron on the 2008
MARS Tour.

Saxafraga on the MARS Garden Tour 2008.

Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
Meeting Minutes
General Meeting held at the Civic Centre in
Qualicum Beach, January 12, 2011

7. Marilyn Dawson has MARS DATES TO
REMEMBER ready at the break and members
are encouraged to take several of the
handouts.

GUESTS: The presence of Steve Hootman
brought guests out in record numbers, some
from Victoria, Duncan, Shawnigan Lake and
Courtenay. They were: Louise Cotterill, Susan
and Art Lightburn, Alan and Sandy Cahill, Ken
and Madeleine Webb, Jackie Ferguson, Ellen
Brown, Anne O’Sullivan, Ian and Shirley Efford,
Dave and Noni Godfrey, Harry and Gwen
Wright, Joan Elrick, Pauline Ashton, John and
Elli Vanwijngaarden, Jacquie Thomson, Linda
and Paul Lawry, June Steardhar, Barb
Lemoine, June Bouchard, John Deniseger,
Glenda Barr, Birgitta Mick, Garth and Susan
Wedemire.

WAYS AND MEANS: Don Bridgen described
the draw prizes: door prize was Rhododendron
‘Purple Lace’. Other prizes were R. ‘Blue Boy’,
R. ‘Cherry Cheesecake’ and the frog labels.

REFRESHMENTS: Anne Gutsche, Joan Rich,
Barbara Kulla
CORRESPONDENCE: SOS letter of thanks to
MARS for its Christmas Party donation.
BUSINESS ARISING: The business portion of
the meeting was abbreviated to allow Steve
Hootman lots of time for his presentations.
Tony Ansdell announced that Bert Harding will
add membership chores to his job description
as it is a good fit with Treasurer.
2. MARS will participate in Seedy Saturday on
Saturday, February 5 and volunteers are
needed for roughly one-hour shifts. See
Marilyn Dawson or Barbara Kulla
3. The annual Truss Show and Plant Sale on
April 16 has signed up most vendors.
4. The signs for the Garden Tour need
repainting and volunteers will be sought.
Garden Tour this year is in Nanoose and many
of the gardens are already chosen.
5. Members are reminded that the spring plant
sale, now called the Spring Fling will be at the
QB Community Hall on April 30 from 9 - 2:30
pm. Potted plants, perennials, alpines, etc. will
be needed from members’ gardens.
6. The February speaker is not finalized. Look
for more details in the Rhodovine.

GUEST SPEAKER: Steve Hootman, the
Executive Director of the Rhododendron
Species Foundation & Botanical Garden in
Federal Way, Wash. provided a two-part
evening. First was an informational
presentation on the RSF. Then following a
coffee break, he presented a colourful program
on his experiences in North Vietnam and South
China as one of the world’s major plant
hunters. He took the audience on a tour of
Hanoi and some of the small villages as well as
some of the climbs up impossible mountain
roads. Along the way there was time to view a
hardy vireya, new species and the old familiar
ones. There was even a new species of
blueberry with red flowers.
At the break, Steve set out copies of the RSF
annual and catalogs for the current RSF spring
sale. Within five minutes they were all gone
and so it was just as well that his talk included
pictures of some of the species (unknown in
these parts) that will be offered for sale.
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm

Take a break……
When you are tired of being indoors, take a
walk around your garden and observe:
your snowdrops bravely heralding spring
daffodils and bluebells sending up shoots
swelling buds on your hellebores.
Also, plant the last of spring bulbs that you
didn’t have time to get in the ground in
October….and check plants overwintering in
your greenhouse or garage to ensure they
don’t dry out.

Gardening Seminars and
Activities to Tempt you…….

Don’t forget…..

Vancouver Chapter
Master Gardeners Association of BC
Invites you to our Spring Seminar
On the Cutting Edge
Sunday, March 13, 2011
Michael J. Fox Theatre, Burnaby, BC
9:00 am to 3:30
(Doors open at 8:00 am)
Featuring:
Dan Hinkley – “The Forgotten Elements of Good Design:
Texture, Movement & Fragrance”
Christine Allen – speaking about her new garden – fresh
ideas and still lots of roses!
Rosalind Creasy, Garden Designer, Author – speaking
on incorporating edibles in our gardens
Christine George, leading soil micro-ecologist speaking
on recent research discoveries in soil biology that could
significantly improve gardening results
Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, university researcher, educator
and author speaking on “The Rights of Spring: Avoid
Seven Deadly Sins When Planting Trees and Shrubs”
• Compost Sale
• Plant Sale: small shrubs, fragrant daphnes,
collectors’ rhododendrons
Registration online:
http://www.karelo.com/register.php?BID=435&BT=
10#Ev10217
Fee: $50 seminar only or $57 with sandwich
$60 at the door; no sandwich

2011 Western Winter Study Weekend

The Mid Island Floral Art Club will meet on
Thursday, February 10 at 2:00 p.m.
St. Stephen's Church Hall
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach
Demonstration of basic and
advanced floral designs.
All welcome. Guest fee $5. Call 250-248-2976 or
250-752-2179 for more info. www.mifac.org

The Mid Island Floral Art Club
presents a special guest:
Mr. Totsui, an Ikebana Master from Japan
will demonstrate basic and advanced Ikebana designs
Thursday, February 17 at 2:00 p.m.
St. Stephen's Church Choir Room
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach
Fee $10. Seating is limited. Pre-registration required Call 250-7522179 to register. www.mifac.org

Along the Silk Road
February 25-27, 2011
at the Mary Winspear Centre
2243 Beacon Avenue
Sidney-by-the-Sea, British Columbia
Hosted by the Vancouver Island Rock &
Alpine Garden Society
For more information and Registration Form,
please visit the website
http://www.virags.ca/winterstudyweekend.htm
Or contact: Registrar – Kathy Lalli
(kathylalli@hotmail.com, 250-478-9251)
See the January Rhodovine
for complete information on this conference.

Celebration of Island Gardening
Spring Festival
March 11, 12, 13
$Beban Park, Nanaimo
Sustainable Gardening & Education with
φ Exciting Guest Speakers all weekend:
Dirk Becker, Carolyn Herriot,
Des Kennedy, and many more
φ Over 45 exhibits and vendors
φ Outdoor garden furnishings
φ Hands-on workshops
φ Garden/Landscape design experts
φ Master Gardeners available
φ Free chiropractic consultations
φ Free children’s garden activities
φ Live music, art & food all weekend
Free Day Care - Sat & Sun afternoon
$6 at the door $15 for 3 days Kids free
Friday 1 pm - 7:30pm
Saturday 9:30am - 5pm
Sunday 9:30am - 4:30pm
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Garden Journal
From your Newsletter Editor….

Like so many others, my family travelled to
southern climes in January to get a bit of
warmth. Here are some memories of Kauai –
The Garden Isle – and of the Allerton Garden
which is part of the National Tropical Botanical
Gardens of the US – all but one situated in
Kauai.
The staff at the NTBG headquartered in Poip’u,
Kauai are working to remove exotic invasives
and replace with native Hawaiian species. The
guided tour of the gardens is well worth the
time. We learned much about the history and
development of the gardens from our very
interesting and informative guide.

The Lawa’i Valley – home of the Allerton Garden - has
recovered very well since the destructive Hurricane Iniki of
1992.

Six Moreton Bay Figs were planted by Robert Allerton, and like
so many other exotics have become very invasive. The roots
of this tree harboured the dinosaur egg in the movie “Jurassic
Park” which was shot here.

Heliconia aurantiaca

Heliconias are another non-native species in Hawaii.

One of the many beautiful beaches in Kauai.
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Snow’s Gone….Time to Pot
Your MARS Spring Fling (formerly Oceanside
Plant Sale) organizers are seeking help from
members. We need volunteers for the day of
the sale – Saturday, April 30 - but now we
need your involvement in getting ready for
this first appearance at the Community Hall
in Qualicum Beach.
This is the sale when MARS members offer
plants from their gardens for sale – perennials,
shrubs and even plants grown from seed. Last
year one member produced heritage tomatoes
that were snapped up very quickly. Two years
ago trilliums grown from seed were a great hit.
Big sellers are unusual lilies, peonies,
heuchera, hostas - particularly named ones and succulents.

Hostas…..spring perennials…shade lovers..

Now that the snow is gone and the ground soft,
look around the garden and see what’s ready
to be divided, or, if you are tired of a certain
shrub or plant, trim it up and pot it up for the
sale. If it is in good condition someone will
want it.
There are still tables available and this is an
area where members can help. Tables are still
available for $15 each to help us defray costs.
Please pass the word along to craft groups, or
artisans, or hobby cooks to get in touch with
either Barbara Kulla at bkulla@shaw.ca or
Marilyn Dawson at dawsom@shaw.ca as
soon as possible.

Jasminum nudiflorum (Winter Jasmine)

Succulents are always popular….
Snowdrops and Winter Aconite

Memories of MARS Mothers’ Day
Garden Tour 2008

MARS Member’s Favourites….

Rhododendron ‘Carmen’

Rhododendron ‘Starlight Champagne’

In the garden of Joanne Hamilton and Andy
Lemon…..

Rhododendron ‘Blue Boy’
Fritillaria meleagris (Checkered Lily)

Seeking Information
on a Rhododendron?
Have you tried…
www.hirsutum.info
Great information and photos of many
rhododendrons

Rhododendron ‘Horizon Monarch’
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