THE RHODOVINE
THE MOUNT ARROWSMITH
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
Volume 22, Issue 12

MARS
P. O. Box 342
Qualicum Beach. BC
V9K 1S8
mars.rhodos.ca

2010/2011 Executive
President
This Month
Tony Ansdell
752-4475
ansdella@shaw.ca
Treasurer
Wednesday, March 9
Bert Harding
752-3923
ruber@shaw.ca
Keith & Becci Russell have been
Secretary
Marilyn Dawson
very busy in the last 16 years
dawsom@shaw.ca
752-3694
creating and operating Stone Tree
Past President
Nursery & Gardens near
John England
Courtenay. They transformed
jaengland@shaw.ca
752-6131
their acre of lawn into a mini
Directors
Don Bridgen
botanical wonder. Many of the
723-3916 dabridgen@gmail.com
incredible varieties of trees and
Velda Rhodes
shrubs throughout the gardens
724-2480
have been exquisitely pruned and
Linda Derkach
sculpted over the years.
752-3545 lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Directors at large
Maria Bieberstein
In 2010 they retired their retail
468-7252
abieberstein@telus.net
nursery to have more time to tend
Joanne Hamilton 757-8989
the gardens, run their B&B and
barjaranches@hotmail.com
travel. For both of them, traveling
Bursary
Christmas Party
to England for the month of May
Dollar Table - Cassy LaCouvee
was the highlight of the year.
Newsletter Editor - Linda Derkach
Keith and Becci will share pictures
Garden Tour
of the inspiring gardens, castles
Greeter - Velda Rhodes
and landscapes they experienced
Historian - Cassy Lacouvee
Library – Donna deBoer
in England and Wales.
Meeting Coor
Membership - Linda Derkach
Below…the fabulous old
Milner Gardens - John England
rhododendron trees in the
Plant Sale - Barbara Kulla
Lost Gardens of Heligan in Cornwall
Program Chair - Ann DeBrincat
PR - Marilyn Dawson
Refreshments - Anne Gutsche
Sunshine - Judy McMaster
Tickets - Sandra Hemsworth
Truss Show – Maria & Al
Bieberstein
Page
2
The Rhodovine
Vol
Ways & Means - Don Bridgen

Photo by Linda Derkach

MARCH 2011

MARS Meetings
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre
nd
2 Wednesday of the
month 7:30 pm

Next Meeting
9th March 2011

Many thanks to Anne, Marilyn,
Tony, Joyce, Bert, Barbara and
Joanne – hard-working members
of MARS who hosted our table at
Seedy Saturday on February 5.
Hundreds of garden enthusiasts
had the opportunity to learn about
our dedication to rhododendrons
and to our communities. See story
on page 6.
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From Your President…
Yesterday was brilliant sunshine and today it is
snowing quite heavily. Ah, the delights of
Oceanside weather!
However, in amongst this we can see the
beginning of the best season of the year for
rhododendrons - spring.
The spring bulbs are starting to show and I’m
sure some of our early blooming plants are
putting on their display. We can look forward to
the leaves on the trees, the garden flowers and
the majority of rhododendrons to put on their
best show for us again.
We can also look forward to the season for
most MARS events - the Truss show, the
Spring Fling and the Garden Tour.
These events give us an opportunity to work
together, enjoy the camaraderie, contribute to
the community and enjoy the Pot Lucks for
which MARS is famous.
Prepare to welcome spring!
Tony
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Ask an Expert…….
Marilyn asks: My Rhododendron
edgeworthii has some brown-tipped leaves and
droopy new growth as a result of being left
outside to be nipped by frost. Is there anything
special that needs to be done?
Answer from Terry:
Your plant should be moved close to the house
and out of the wind. Then just wait for spring
or summer to see where there might be
damage. Otherwise, there is nothing to do but
wait and see. Most rhododendrons will lose
the damaged leaves but do okay.

Question: Can you recommend some early
blooming rhododendrons for our west coast
gardens?
First, any early blooming rhododendrons
should be planted in a sheltered spot out of the
wind and with protection from frost if possible.
A heavy frost will likely damage early blooms
but the plant will be fine.
Here are some that bloom early:
Rhododendron ‘Lee’s Scarlett’
R. ‘Christmas Cheer’
R. ‘Rosamundi’
R. dauricum
R. ‘Snowlady’
R. ‘Lucky Lou’
R. ‘Cilpinense’
R. strigillosum and cultivars

Once the snow is gone….
Don’t forget to start potting up good plants for
our Spring Fling on April 30.
Do you have a rhododendron that doesn’t fit
with your colour scheme any more?
Or other plant that has lost favour?
Dividing hostas soon…pop a chunk into a pot for
the sale and delight someone else.
Questions???
Call Marilyn Dawson or Barbara Kulla
Rhododendron dauricum blooming now in the
garden of Al and Maria Bieberstein – what a treat!
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Five Favourites
This month we take a look at some of Mary
Parker’s favourites.

New growth on Rhododendron makinoi is a
standout.

New growth on Rhododendron ‘Sir Charles
Lemon’ – spectacular even without a bloom!

First blooms on Rhododendron campylogynum
– doing well in a pot.

The delicate blossoms of Enkianthus
campanulatus provide a lovely complement to
rhododendrons. A member of the Ericaceae
family, enkianthus enjoys the same growing
conditions as rhododendrons, thriving in open
woodlands and preferring acidic soil. Their
leaves glow orange and red in autumn.

The fall colour of Rhododendron ‘PJM’ and its
fairly good resistance to weevil damage make
it a good choice for our west coast gardens.

Books We Love
Starting this month, your newsletter editorial group will
review and make recommendations on gardening books
worthy of a place in your library.

Have you ever wondered what is eating
your rhodies or whether that mysterious
plant is a weed or a rare find?
Long-time member Joan Rich recommends
the new 2009 edition of the Home and
Garden Pest Management Guide for British
Columbia as a great resource.
Included are sections on prevention of
problems, cultural methods for pest
management, plant disorders not caused by
pests, and detailed information on the diseases
and pests of fruits, berries, vegetables,
ornamentals, lawns, and house plants.
Scientifically-based information on the
management of pests and diseases that
plague our gardens is included.
I particularly like the dozens of excellent photos
of beneficial and harmful insects, weeds, and
plant diseases that help the reader identify and
deal with plant problems.
This guide is available through Crown
Publications in Victoria. Call 1-800-663-6105
or email crownpub@gov.bc.ca. You can also
order online at www.crownpub.bc.ca.

Meconopsis betonicifolia (Himalayan Blue Poppy)
grows best in a moist, cool woodland garden – and
enjoys conditions similar to our rhododendrons.
These are performing admirably in the Nanaimo
garden of Mary Parker.

You Are Needed
MARS Truss Show and Plant Sale
Saturday, April 16
One or two of our members are needed
to decorate the entry and lunch room at the
Parksville Curling Club
for our annual Show and Sale.
Here’s a chance to show off
your creative streak and help out
fellow members and MARS.

Please call Maria or Al Bieberstein
at 468-7252 if you can help.
Also, at our March meeting,
Maria and Al need to sign up volunteers
to help on the day.
This is always a fun day –
lots of interested plant lovers,
plant growers and fabulous blooms.
So please come along, help out
and have fun too!!

Mysterious beauty….

Can anyone identify this unlabelled azalea
growing in a pot in the garden of Barbara Kulla?
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Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
General Meeting held at the Civic Centre in Qualicum
Beach, February 9, 2011 at 7:30 pm
MINUTES of the January meeting were accepted without
change.
BUSINESS ARISING: 1.Vancouver Island University
has finalized its bursary plans for at least one more year.
Tony Ansdell said VIU will match our $500 donation
again.
2. Vancouver, Wash is the site of the ARS 2011 Spring
Convention May 11-15 and members were reminded
that MARS will contribute some finances to one lucky
person who has never attended a convention before. If
several members are going to the event, names will be
drawn at a future meeting.
3. At the March meeting, a Milner Gardens and
Woodland representative will again sell memberships at
a special garden club rate, $18 individual, $30 family.
Remember to bring cash or a cheque.
CORRESPONDENCE: B.C. Council of Gardens Journal
/Jan/Feb issue; the Rhododendron Species Foundation
membership directory and the annual publication which
includes its sale catalogue.
MEMBERSHIP: Rita and Doug Poole have rejoined.
Members were reminded to report any change of
address, postal or email to avoid missing the Rhodovine.
Bert Harding will be taking over membership duties from
Linda Derkach.
TREASURER: Bert Harding said the club has a healthy
bank balance, but with three fundraisers to come there
will also be expenses. Guests at the January meeting
brought in $95 in admission; the raffle produced $70 and
the sale of Hootman catalogues another $70 split evenly
with the RSF.

SPRING FLING: MARS is renting the Qualicum Beach
Community Hall on April 30 for our annual members’
plant sale. This is the sale when members bring their
own perennials, shrubs, etc. The time is 9 am to 2:30.
Marilyn Dawson and Barbara Kulla are spearheading the
sale and need lots of quality plants, unusual plants, even
old fashioned perennials. Members who know they won’t
be here at that time can still contribute plants, just tell the
organizers. Also MARS will be renting tables for $15
each to interested parties and members were urged to
tell their friends. Likely participants would be garden
related, food items, and various crafts.
NEWSLETTER: Rhodovine editor Linda Derkach said
the feature Five Favorites is popular, but she needs
pictures to go with them. She even offered to visit
members’ gardens and photograph the rhodos when
they are in bloom. Glen Jamieson pointed out there are
also internet sites with useful photos.
NEW BUSINESS: 1. Glen Jamieson, editor of the ARS
Journal, urged members to let him know if they don’t
receive their copies. In some areas, magazines have
gone astray.
2. Tony Ansdell called for a volunteer to take over library
duties; it’s been sadly neglected this year.
GUEST SPEAKERS: Program Chair Ann DeBrincat
introduced the panel, all MARS members: Kay
Burgoyne, Don Bridgen, Terry Richmond, Lorne Hepting
and moderator John England. It was a free-wheeling
session with questions coming readily from the audience
mostly about basic care. It became evident there are
many ways to attend to the needs of our plants. In the
matter of soil, for example, several variations work as
long as it’s not too fine or too coarse. Even after the
session ended, members were still asking questions.
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm

PROGRAM: Ann DeBrincat said the proprietors of
Stonetree Gardens in Courtenay, Becci and Keith
Russell will talk about U.K. gardens at the March
meeting. No concrete plans yet for April.
WAYS AND MEANS: Don Bridgen outlined the raffle
prizes. The door prize was R. ‘Julischka’. Other prizes
were R. ‘Starbright Champagne’, a book about rhodos,
frog labels and a potted skimmia.
TRUSS SHOW: Maria Bieberstein said the vendors are
all in place for the April 16 show and sale at the
Parksville Curling Rink. She urged members with
muscles to volunteer to help bring tables to the rink.
Pickup trucks will also be needed to transport the tables
on Friday for setup and to return them on Saturday after
the show.
GARDEN TOUR: Linda Derkach said Barbara Kulla had
completed the garden selection in the Nanoose-San
Pareil area and at the next two meetings she will be
signing up volunteers for sitting chores.

A fabulous pink rhododendron in the Lost
Gardens of Heligan, Cornwall, England in
May of 2010. It looks like R. ‘Bow Bells’ but
plants in the garden are not labelled or are
unknown, having been there a long time.

Seeds, but not seedy

A Note from Our New Librarian

By 10 o’clock that Saturday morning, the line of
people waiting to enter the Civic Centre
reached clear across the parking lot which was
already full. Seedy Saturday, 2011 edition,
was off to a roaring start and it didn’t slow
much until near the 3:30 closing. By that time
more than 2,200 people had bought seeds, all
sorts of produce and plants. Some brought
seeds to exchange.

Donna deBoer, the newly appointed
librarian for MARS, asks that you please
return any library books when you come to
the next meeting.

At the MARS table, volunteers handed out
information about rhododendron care, yellow
notices, Dates to Remember and encouraged
people to enter our draw for R. ‘Holy Moses’.
This was an energized, interested and curious
crowd - more so than previous years. During
the pre-noon crush all six volunteers on duty
were fielding questions, talking up the club and
just being friendly.

Much appreciated, Donna

Organizers Barbara Kulla and Marilyn Dawson
offer a huge thank you to volunteers John and
Arlene England, Ron and Judy McMaster,
Anne Gutsche, Donna DeBoer and Judy
Millicheap .They also appreciated that Tony
and Joyce Ansdell and Bert Harding sneaked
in before the opening to make sure everything
was in order.

Donna has updated the list of books that we
have available for loan. This list was
distributed by email to all members in late
February.

Help still Wanted
Guys or Gals
with Trucks
Four guys or gals needed
to distribute Garden Tour signs on May 6
or collect signs on May 8.
Small project – BIG payoff!
Apply to Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca or 752-3545

Going to the ARS Convention???

Celebration of Island Gardening
Spring Festival
March 11, 12, 13
$Beban Park, Nanaimo
Sustainable Gardening & Education with
Exciting Guest Speakers all Weekend:
Dirk Becker
Carolyn Herriot
Des Kennedy, and many more
Free Day Care - Sat & Sun afternoon
$6 at the door*$15 for 3 days*Kids free
Friday 1 pm - 7:30pm
Saturday 9:30am – 5 pm
Sunday 9:30am - 4:30pm

The ARS Convention is in Vancouver,
Washington May 11 – 15, 2011. In addition to
cutting edge speakers, the garden tours are
unequalled. You may be lucky enough to see a
stunner - like Rhododendron ‘Queen Nefertiti’ seen
here during the San Francisco Convention in 2007.
Check out the website at www.rhododendron.org.
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Garden Journal
From your Newsletter Editor….
All the talk about the ARS Convention in Vancouver,
Washington takes me back to my first ARS convention in
San Francisco, April 2007. While the convention was
first class, my fondest memories are of the spectacular
gardens we visited around the Bay City. Most stunning
was Filoli just south of SF – I would go back in a
heartbeat and highly recommend it as one of the
loveliest gardens I have had the pleasure to visit.
Here are just a few of the lush plantings – wisteria, roses
and rhododendrons all blooming at the same time!

Cercis canadensis and a prolific mauve wisteria make a
lovely combination in the gardens at Filoli.

Mauve and white wisteria along with mauve, pink,
white and purple tulips elevate a modest doorway
to heart-stopping beauty!
Delicate mauve and white azaleas bloom along the
woodland trails against a backdrop of ferns, dogwood,
evergreens, maples and other shade-lovers.

A lovely pink rhododendron blooming in the Filoli
Woodland along side ferns, dogwoods, azaleas, hostas
and many other woodland plants.
My favourite early-blooming Rosa banksiae ‘Lutea’ was
blooming all over Filoli in April, combined here with
stunning mauve and white wisteria.
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