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THIS MONTH:
Lois Blackmore will speak on
the Jim Barlup Hybrids
followed by
MARS Annual General Meeting
First, Lois will speak at 7:30 pm
followed by a brief AGM and
Election of Officers for
2013-2014
Lois and her husband, Roy, have
been close friends with Jim Barlup for
many years. Jim is a world renowned
rhododendron hybridizer from
Bellevue, Washington. He was the
recipient of the ARS Gold Medal in
2004 for his outstanding work in
hybridizing, for sharing his
knowledge, and the seed and pollen
of his rhododendrons. Lois grows
hundreds of Jim’s award winning
hybrids in her garden.

MAY 2013

MARS Meetings
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre
nd
2 Wednesday of the
month 7:30 pm

Next Meeting
Wednesday,
May 8

Rhododendron ‘Rimfire’ bloomed
on April 29 last year. Brimming
with buds this year - as many of
our rhododendrons are - it
promises to be spectacular again.

Inside9..

Rhododendron ‘Honey Butter’ is a Barlup
hybrid, photographed here by Rinus Manders
in Meerkerk Gardens. From the Hirsutum
website.
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From Your President…

Blooming now….

Well, this is it. After months of preparation, we are
entering three weeks of high fundraising activity.
The Truss Show and Plant Sale, the Spring Fling and
the Garden Tour are occurring on successive
weekends, April 27, May 4 and May 11 & 12
respectively. It is time for MARS to give a hearty
“Thank You” to the committees and people who
organized these events and to all the volunteers
who will turn out to make these activities
successes. These events are not only benefitting
MARS, but also are contributing to the volunteer
culture which makes this area special.

Shirley and Dougal Meekison grow many

This year we are introducing a new category in the
Truss Show, the “Youth” Category. This is reserved
for entries from people of ages 14 years or under.
The idea is to encourage young people to find out
what the world of rhododendrons is all about and
to stimulate their interest. If you have
grandchildren visiting, or know any young people
who might be interested, please let them choose a
rhododendron from your garden, tell them about it
and get them to enter the category especially for
them.
Tony

companions for their rhododendrons. Here

Trillium grandiflorum (?) enjoys the
companionship of ferns, primula and other
shade lovers.
Photo: Shirley & Dougal Meekison

While in another garden……Maria and Al
Bieberstein recently worked with Art and
Susan Lightburn, potting up trillium
seedlings that will be grown on and shared
with MARS members. Many thanks to Art
and Susan for growing and sharing their

MARS Programs in 2013….

trilliums with all the rhododendron clubs on

May 8
 Lois Blackmore speaking on the
Barlup Hybrids
June 22
 MARS Wind-up Potluck Party
 Home of Linda & Al Derkach

the island.

The editors reserve the right to edit submissions to
the newsletter for purposes of consistency, clarity and
space restrictions.

MARS Mothers’ Day Weekend
Garden Tour
May 11 and 12, 2013

Members please remember to share
your flyers with friends and
neighbours.
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Evil Weevils
by Margot Moser
As night falls most May evenings
I’m tucked in my garden bed,
Shaking down evil weevils
From the rhodos overhead.
I lay white sheet on the ground
To catch them as they fall;
Then bundle them off to slumberland
Beyond mortal recall.
Sweet dreams, my little darlings;
Your chewing days are through;
Notched leaves alone will remain
As eulogy to you.
Note: Many thanks to Margot for putting into poetry how
we all feel about these nasties! Next monthsome
strategies on how to battle weevils.

April Blooms…
Our mild winter has brought forth an amazing
abundance of blooms this spring…..here are some
to enjoy!

Rhododendron ‘Cheer’ and R. ‘Elizabeth’ team up in the
garden of Marilyn Dawson.

Rhododendron ‘Ramapo’ in Marilyn Dawson’s garden
Rhododendron ‘Mango Tango’ in Don Bridgen’s garden

Expert Panel Inspires

plant, and not up against the trunk or stem.

A large crowd of members and guests turned

On fertilizing: All agreed, go as organic as

out at the March meeting to hear panelists

possible. Basic rule, in spring when you

Don Bridgen, John England and Terry

notice new growth - fertilize. Terry who has

Richmond talk about year-round

done a major study on fertilizers has his own

rhododendron culture, and in particular their

mixture of organic materials, which take

personal approach to their own plants. They

longer than commercial fertilizers to break

talked about what to do about winter

down in the soil, thus their effect is longer-

damage, soil conditioning, fertilizer and

lasting. A recipe for an organic mix was

pests and diseases. Here is some of what

published in the April Rhodovine. He is a big

they had to say:

fan of worm castings - “a miracle fertilizer”

On winter damage: Get rid of all dead
leaves and frozen buds as they can play host

About one inch of mulch is good.

which are especially useful in improving the
soil.

to diseases. Prune away small broken

Fertilize around the drip line where the

branches. If a major branch has been badly

feeder roots can use it efficiently. How

broken, or split, look at it carefully and

much? Using a true organic mix, spread

either remove it, or if it is crucial to the

about a 6-inch flower pot full around a 3-

structure of the plant, tape it hard with

foot shrub, a small coffee cup around a small

electrical tape and leave it for about a year

plant.

to see if it is able to heal itself. This will
not likely work if the break went unnoticed

On pests: A major problem in this area is

for some time.

weevil damage. These creatures don’t fly, so
it is important to keep debris from around

On soil preparation: Rhododendrons need

the trunk and prune out ground-hugging

well-drained, moist soil with lots of fine bark

branches. Nematodes work well, but it is

mulch, humus, compost or leaf mulch to

important to follow directions, use when the

create a friable soil.

soil has warmed, and water well. Some avid

On mulching: Sea Soil or fish mulch and
compost were the favorites. Don prefers a
top dressing of fish mulch; Terry agrees,
and emphasizes that mulch should go around
the drip line over the feeder roots of the

bug-hunters will place a sheet around the
plant, then go out at night, shake the shrub
and catch the weevils as they drop.
Gardeners can also look to lists of plants
that weevils don’t like, generally plants with
curved leaves. It is important to know that
weevils like to live under evergreen trees

and among the native plant salal, so removal
of the salal as a ground cover can help.

More April Blooms…

Questions from the audience brought
these comments:
1. Treat mildew with a foliar spray of Epsom
salts and provide better air circulation.
2. Be sure your watering system is
operational by mid-April. We don’t always
have a rainy spring. Rhododendrons like to
have consistently moist soil but not soaking
Rhododendron ‘Orange Cameo’ in Don Bridgen’s

wet.
3. Be observant! Every garden is different.

garden

Within your garden, you will have dry
patches and moist areas – so provide water
accordingly.
4. When planning a bed, think about the size
of plants at maturity and give appropriate
room. A rhododendron that grows to 5 feet
would need double the width. While plants
are still small, fill in with companion plants
that have similar cultural requirements.
5. Site each plant according to its needs.

Rhododendron orbiculare

Generally the small-leaf varieties can take
more sun, but all rhododendrons need some
sun to set bloom for the next year.
6. Be careful using seaweed brought from
the beach! John suggests adding it to your
compost, and aging to leech out the salt.

Story: Marilyn Dawson

MARS Spring Fling Plant Sale
Saturday, May 4, 2013
8:30 am to 12:30 pm
Qualicum Beach Community Hall

Rhododendron ‘Scarlett Wonder’ in Marilyn
Dawson’s garden
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Nanoose Garden Shelters
Many Treasures
A mid-April garden tour in a rocky, sloping garden
in Nanoose is a great break from gardening. Here
are some treasures in the garden of Paddy
Mark….many of which were hybridized or grown
from seed by husband Mark Nixon.

Anemone nemerosa is a beautiful and surprisingly
tough companion for rhododendrons, and can be
found in white, pink, blue and yellow.

Rhododendron augustinii ‘Cerulean Blue’

Rhododendron ‘Patty Bee’ is an exceptional dwarf
yellow hybrid, tolerating heat and sun and a great
addition to any garden.

This dappled slope is ideal for a colony of
Erythronium revolutum – a BC native usually
available at the Milner Plant Sale coming up.

Rhododendron ‘Pink Pebble’ is a hybrid of R.
callimorphum and R. williamsianum, possessing the
latter’s distinctive bluish, rounded leaf.
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society General
Meeting
Wednesday, April 10, 2013
at the Civic Centre in Qualicum Beach at 7:30 pm
Minutes of the last meeting were approved as
published in the Rhodovine.
GUESTS: Joan McArthur, Marilyn Henderson
REFRESHMENTS: Provided by Ann DeBrincat, Don
Bridgen and Raymer von Conruhds
BUSINESS ARISING: 1. Next year will be the 25th
anniversary of MARS and we are looking for ways to
mark that passage of time. Anyone with a suggestion is
urged to talk to either Tony Ansdell, or Marilyn Dawson.
2. While we are still basking in the success of Brian
Minter’s visit last January, we are looking for
suggestions of speakers for next January. The speaker
needs to be well known, entertaining as well as
informative. Please pass your ideas to either Tony or
Marilyn or Program Chair Ann DeBrincat.
3. Glen Jamieson announced that the Rhodovine is a
finalist in the ARS newsletter contest.
4. Our Annual General Meeting is on May 8. There are
four positions open: President, Vice President and two
directors. Nominations are still being accepted.
CORRESPONDENCE: Rules for the ARS Photo contest.
MEMBERSHIP: Tony reported we added one new
member, Marilyn Henderson.
WAYS AND MEANS: Door prize, a coral bark maple,
was won by Glen Jamieson. Other prizes,
Rhododendron ‘Lucy Lou’ and R. ‘Seta’ were won by
Doug Kitts and Gillian Walker.
EVENTS: TRUSS SHOW – Chair Glen Jamieson said there
will be 13 growers at the April 27 sale at the Parksville
Curling Rink, a foliage display as well as the entries of
rhododendron blooms. He urged everyone to come
out, enter as many blooms as possible, even if they are
only for the exhibition table. Volunteers are needed for
a multitude of chores particularly early in the day.

Cashiers will be given a quick refresher course several
days before the sale.
GARDEN TOUR – Chair Kathy Loyer said the sitters are
all assigned with some last-minute switches in the
offing for the Mother’s Day Weekend event, May 11 &
12. Flyers, posters and tickets are ready to go out. The
gardens this year range from Qualicum Beach to
Dashwood.
SPRING FLING – Marilyn Dawson said she will be calling
on members to help set up at the Community Hall on
Friday evening, May 3, if we get the okay from the
town. Help will also be needed Saturday morning from 7
am, first to bring in plants, and secondly to help with
sales that start at 8:30. Sale ends at 12:30 pm.
Glen Jamieson gave a brief outline to members of how
to prepare a truss for the Rhododendron Show & Sale
on April 27, bringing several specimens to show the
difference between a lax truss, a spray and a large truss
like R. ‘Ink Spot’. He also brought cuttings from
companion plants and shrubs, including epimedium,
Arctostaphylos densiflora and Osmanthus delavayi. He
told members to be sure to bring lots of blooms even if
they are not show quality to grace the exhibition tables.
Trusses are to be brought to the curling rink no later
than 8:30 where assistance will be available for
newcomers. Members are assigned numbers when
they register; they bring a list of their entries and name
cards will be provided for each entry. Entries then go to
a nearby table, before being placed on the judging
tables in the rink.
GUEST SPEAKER: Bob Duncan, owner with his wife
Verna, of Fruit Trees and More Nursery in Saanich gave
a presentation on the sub-tropical fruit trees he grows
on his ¾ -acre property. Sub-tropicals can stand
occasional freezes of -5 or -10, but they do need
protection from strong winds. He grows a wide range
of fruit trees, all kinds of citrus including Kaffir limes for
their leaves, feijoa, Mexican avocado and fig trees to
name a few. Besides his presentation, he brought
plants to sell and Verna brought her jams and
marmalades made from the fruit of their nursery.
Meeting adjourned: at 9:40 pm
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Spring Fling Tips
Advice on getting your surplus plants ready
for the MARS Spring Fling Plant Sale on
Saturday, May 4…from Marilyn Dawson
With so many MARS members heading to
Seattle for the May convention, the Spring
Fling committee of two is urging members
not to forget the May 4 sale. If you plan to
be away, please call Marilyn Dawson at 7523694 or Barbara Kulla at 752-7369 and drop
off plants before you go.
Here are some helpful hints:
 Pots should be clean and plants tidy.
If you wouldn’t buy it, don’t bring it.
 Include a tag with name, colour and

So what sells? Things that are hard to find,
all kinds of hostas, Japanese maples, ground
covers, sedums, even plantings grouped
together in an attractive pot.
About the Wednesday before the sale the
committee will know if they can set up
Friday night and will be asking for a few
people to lend a hand setting up tables,
typically for an hour or so, in the early
evening. Then Saturday morning, help will be
needed from 7 am on to carry in plants.
Sales will begin at 8:30 and anyone who can
contribute an hour or two would be much
appreciated. Email Marilyn at
dawsom@shaw.ca

zone if you know it.
 No need to price plants. We do that
for you.
 Water plants one or two days before
the sale, so they don’t drip on the
Community Hall floor.
 No invasive plants please.
 Bring plants that are showing obvious
growth. Bare earth doesn’t sell.
 Bring no more than six of each plant.
 Vegetable seedlings are not big
sellers, but the word organic or
heritage works wonders, as long as
they really are what you say.
Plants can be in any size container, or even
wrapped in burlap or plastic. It’s important
to remember that the buyer has to remove
everything from the building by 12:30, so
really large plants are hard to sell.

Rhododendrons and cherry blossoms in April….

Garden Journal…
Despite hail, overnight frost and some
pretty intensive showers, everything is
bursting forth in our gardens this April.
Here are some outstanding bloomers…

Rhododendron concinnum is also blooming for the first time.
These luscious magenta blooms grace a very elegant shrub.

Rhododendron ‘Teddy Bear’ has superb blossoms,
handsome leaves with lovely indumentum.

Rhododendron ‘Conroy’ is blooming for the first time
despite some mildew on leaves.

Rhododendron ‘Thalia’ is very fragrant….but tender.

Rhododendron ‘Brickdust’ with R. ‘Medusa’
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This Rhododendron edgeworthii is blooming for the first
time. It is tender so inhabits a cool greenhouse for the
coldest part of the winter, but has finally rewarded with
masses of blooms and a cinnamon fragrance that is
intoxicating.

Rhododendron ‘Unique’ in the garden of John and
Arlene England…on our garden tour again this year and
brimming with fabulous plants!

Rhododendron ‘Blue Bird’ in Don Bridgen’s garden in
Port Alberni - a gift from Jean Greig.

Mount Arrowsmith dominates the landscape in Port
Alberni as it does here….framed by the fresh, spring
green of our native maple Acer macrophyllum and other
deciduous trees, and the dark evergreens.
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