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THIS MONTH:
Our speaker is

Joan Gibb
Past Chair, Archivist,
Historian and long-time
Field Director
at Dominion Brook Park

SEPTEMBER 2013

MARS Meetings
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre
nd
2 Wednesday of the
month 7:30 pm

Next Meeting
Wednesday,
September 11

in Saanich near Victoria.
Joan will talk about this hidden
botanical gem that was part of the
Dominion Experimental Farm on the
Pat Bay Hwy.
Please go to page 8 for more
information and photos of this
horticultural treasure.

Bursary – Tony Ansdell
Christmas Party
Dollar Table - Cassy LaCouvee
Newsletter Editor - Linda Derkach
Garden Tour – Kathy Loyer
Greeter – Guy Loyer
Historian - Cassy Lacouvee
Library – Donna deBoer
Meeting Coordinator- Tony Ansdell
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Milner Gardens - John England
Program Chair - Ann DeBrincat
PR - Marilyn Dawson
Refreshments - Anne Gutsche
Sunshine – Maria Bieberstein

Rhododendron ‘The Dalles’ was one of
many spectacular plants in the garden
of Frank Fujioka on Whidbey Island
during the ARS Seattle Convention.

Inside9..

Rhododendron ‘Sir William Gladstone’ in
Dominion Brook Park.
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From Your President…
First, I want to thank our MARS members for
welcoming me as the new President. Much thanks
also to my fellow team members on the Executive
for their on-going and skilled guidance of the
association…and a special welcome to Kathy Loyer
and Ray Walker – new Directors on the Executive.
I am sure you are all enjoying a very well-earned
rest in this fabulous weather after our very busy
spring. Once again, MARS has made valuable
contributions to the community with our truss
show, plant sale and garden tour – thanks to all.
Once the weather turned with the beginning of
July, my garden has drawn me outside every day to
plant, weed, mulch and water endlessly. And I
have been rewarded with gorgeous and very longlasting blooms of many hydrangeas – the queen of
the summer garden. Also, the Asian and oriental
lilies have been spectacular – and so easy.
To keep the hummingbirds and bumble bees
happy, zauschneria, monarda, galtonia, Lady’s
Mantle, feverfew and crocosmia are blooming
profusely. Meanwhile, my rhododendrons are
thriving and forming juicy buds that will hopefully
produce beautiful blooms next spring….while
providing a handsome backdrop for the summer
bloomers. I hope your gardens are also rewarding
your efforts, and providing much pleasure this
summer. Best Wishes, Linda
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Tony Ansdell Honoured
with Bronze Medal
Past President and long-time MARS volunteer,
Tony Ansdell is presented with the ARS Bronze
Medal by incoming President Linda Derkach.

The certificate reads: This is in recognition of
Tony’s long-standing service to MARS. Since he
joined many years ago, he has been a cheerful,
willing volunteer and worn many hats. He has
been newsletter editor, membership chair and
treasurer. He has served on several committees,
including the annual Truss Show and Garden

MARS Programs in 2013….

Tour, where he has helped out wherever asked.

September 11
 A Virtual Tour of Dominion Brook
Park in Saanich with Joan Gibb
October 9
 Susie Reynolds of Meerkerk Gardens,
Whidbey Island, Washington

He was President for three years. As well, he

The editors reserve the right to edit submissions to
the newsletter for purposes of consistency, clarity and
space restrictions.

has represented MARS at several external
functions, including the newly launched Species
Garden Initiative and District One meetings
where he is treasurer. With great pleasure, we
recognize this outstanding service to MARS with
the chapter’s highest honor, the Bronze Medal.
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MARS Members Have Fun
and Make Money at the
MARS Potluck Wind-Up in June
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picture, antique…..and some very lively
bidding netted over $250 toward a possible
fun bus trip for MARS members in 2014.
As always, great food appeared as if by
magic, including eight fabulous desserts!
And the final treat was everyone going home
with a bunch of healthy garlic scapes from
Lorne Hepting’s garden – along with
instructions on how to put them to good use.

Our traditional wind-up potluck was held
June 22 at the home of Al and Linda
Derkach…on probably the nicest day in two
weeks – weather-wise that is. We were very
lucky that the rain and wind held off long
enough for us to have a very lively and
hilarious auction masterfully conducted by
Doug Cockburn.

Maria Bieberstein shared some words of praise for outgoing President Tony Ansdell who was presented with
the ARS Bronze Medal for his outstanding service to
MARS.

Members answered the call by each bringing
one item for the auction – plant, book,

Remembering June….
Rhododendrons that bloom in the lovely month of
June are oft forgot when it’s time to create the
September newsletter. And this year in particular,
we had some of the most beautiful blooms and
healthy plants in June and beyond. So here are
some memories of June – taken between the many
showers that we experienced this year!
These tiny perfect leaves belong to
Rhododendron megeratum.

Rhododendron ‘Old Copper’
Rhododendron quinquefolium is a much soughtafter deciduous species.

Rhododendron ‘Hot Dawn’ is an outrageously
deep, shocking pink.

Rhododendron ‘Tortoise Shell’
bloomed long into July.
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Whidbey Island Gardens Stunning
In June, I promised more photos from the ARS
Convention in Seattle/Federal Way. Here are but a few
of the hundreds of breath-taking blooms!
In the garden of Bill Stipe….

Rhododendron ‘Sandra Ann’

Rhododendron ‘Tahitian Dawn’

Rhododendron ‘Hallelujah’

Rhododendron ‘Yeti’

Rhododendron ‘Amiblue’
Rhododendron ‘Tropicana’

In Frank Fujioka’s garden….

Rhododendron ‘Saffron Silk’

Acer palmatum ‘Shindeshojo’ is a show-stopper.

Rhododendrons can look amazing at any time
during the year. Here the perfect foliage and new
growth of this cultivar in Frank Fujioka’s garden are
stunning.

This exquisite rhododendron did not have a name
tag – but is gorgeous none the less.

Rhododendron ‘Glowing Gold’

A stunning combination of rhododendrons in
Frank’s garden.
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Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden in Federal
Way Well Worth a Visit
As part of the ARS Convention in May 2013,
members could enjoy a tour of the Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way,
Washington…near the SeaTac Airport. Located on
land donated by Weyerhaeuser, the garden
includes an extensive collection of rhododendrons,
their companions, a rock garden, stump garden,
conservatory for tender plants and a very tempting
sales area of healthy and robust treasures.
Members are reminded that because MARS is a
member of the RSBG, you may visit the RSBG free
of charge. Check out the website at
www.rhodygarden.org for information and special
events. If you are in the area, a visit is a must!

The alpine rock garden at the RSBG harbours many
treasures, including this beautiful specimen of
Penstemon rupicola ‘Pink Holly’.

Lovely Aquilegia discolour- an alpine from Europe –
also graces the rock garden at the RSBG.

Pyrrosia sheareri is a spectacular felt fern in the
Rutherford Conservatory at the RSBG in Federal
Way.

This area of the garden is being developed as a
stumpery and will include ferns and other shade
lovers in addition to rhododendrons.
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Dominion Brook Park ….
A Garden Gem in Our Own
Back Yard
Dominion Brook Park was created in 1912 as
part of the Dominion Experimental Farm
system. The 11 acre site on the Pat Bay
Highway with views to Mount Baker, boasts a
sunken garden, pond, rock work, ravine and
Rhododendron ‘Goldstrike’ was one of many
species and hybrid rhododendrons and their
companions for sale in the nursery at the RSBG.

more. It is a botanical wonderland with
many specimens ordered from around the
world in the early years. In 2000, a citizen’s
initiative was formed to rescue, restore and
maintain this treasure.

Daphne sericea thrives in the garden.

Kalmiopsis leachiana ‘Glendoick’ is an ericaceous,
evergreen shrub suited to rocky ledges and alpine
gardens. A great companion for rhododendrons, it
is also happy in a cool position in a woodland
garden.

Rhododendron strigillosum reflected in a
pond at Dominion Brook Park, Saanich.

In John and Arlene’s
Garden…

John’s specimen grows in a very large pot on his
sheltered and warm patio, and in late summer
rewards his tender care with masses of cupshaped, fragrant white flowers.

Thankfully I was home when the call came
in…..”Come quickly….my Eucryphia is in full bloom
and looking fabulous!”
That’s all the motivation I needed to visit John and
Arlene England’s garden and photograph late
summer bloomers.

A broad-leafed evergreen tree, Eucryphia x
nymansensis ‘Nymansay’ is usually available for
purchase at Milner Garden where a magnificent
specimen grows. Eucryphia likes fertile, moist and
well-drained neutral to acidic soil. Shelter from
cold, drying winds, and if you are planting in the
ground, have the roots shaded and the crown in
full sun.

Keeping company with the eucryphia was a very
healthy gardenia, in bloom and with many more fat
buds to come – filling the air with its unmistakable
and devine fragrance. Gardenias are notoriously
fragile, often suffering with powdery mildew,
bacterial leaf spot, dieback, fungal leaf spots and
stem cankers, as well as aphids and thrips. Indoors,
whiteflies and mealybugs are common pests.
Consequently, John’s very healthy and apparently
pest-free specimen was reason for great rejoicing.

Sporting glossy green leaves and berries already on
their way to bright red is this Ilex x meserveae ‘Blue
Princess’. This is a four-season plant – pinkishwhite flowers in spring, glossy red fruit in summer
and fall, and a very useful evergreen at Christmas.
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Plant right away and you will have blooms in
summer. You won’t be disappointed…I promise.
Some lilies can be propagated by bulbils that
appear at every leaf axil as the plant matures.
Check out the bulbils in a neighbour’s garden, and
ask if you can have some…removing will not harm
the plant. Put in a pot of good potting soil and
cover lightly. Leave in a sheltered spot outside
through the winter, and you will be rewarded with
new lilies in the spring. I usually give the baby
plants a couple of years in a pot before setting out
in the garden.
Many thanks to John and Arlene for sharing their
late summer garden!
Story and Photos: Linda Derkach

The Mid Island Floral Art Club
meets Thursday, September 12
at 2:00 pm
at St. Stephens Church Hall
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach.
Still putting on a blousy and beautiful show in the
England garden was this clump of white lilies.
Lilium are reliable and easy perennial bulbs
providing colourful blooms from spring to fall.
There are roughly 100 species and innumerable
hybrids for every garden and situation. They can
be sited in woodland and wild gardens, among
shrubs and in herbaceous borders, and also do well
in containers. Flowers can be up-facing, outwardfacing or pendant with flower forms that vary from
trumpet-shaped, bowl-shaped, flat-faced and
recurved. In other words, there is a lily for
everyone!
Lilies bloom when our rhododendrons are taking a
break, and give much needed colour with little
effort. If you have not tried lilies, be sure to check
them out when they go on sale in the spring.

Please note we have a program change as
Christine de Beer is unable to attend.
Our demonstrator will be
Andrea Strachan
from Leaf and Petal Flower Shop in Duncan.
She is a dynamic professional designer,
having participated in shows that include
Vancouver and Las Vegas. She will be
presenting designs entitled
"Floral Design as Living Art."
Cost $5.00 for non-members.
Call Catherine for more info 250-937-1350.
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