
  THE RHODOVINE 
     THE MOUNT ARROWSMITH      

 RHODODENDRON SOCIETY        

Volume 26, Issue 6                                                                             JUNE 2014

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2014/2015 Executive  
  President 

Li Linda Derkach  
    752-3545   lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Vice-President 
     Tony Ansdell 

 752-4475           ansdella@shaw.ca 
Treasurer 
Ray Walker 
248-5138                jrjiffy@shaw.ca 
Secretary 
Marilyn Dawson              
752-3694           dawsom@shaw.ca 
Past President 
Tony Ansdell  
752-4475            ansdella@shaw.ca 
Directors                                      
Don Bridgen                                   
723-3916     dabridgen@gmail.com        
Ann DeBrincat 
724-5594        darrylhatch@shaw.ca 
Maria Bieberstein           
468-7252 abieberstein@telus.net 

Kathy Loyer 

738-0138         kathyloyer@shaw.ca 

 

Bursary – Tony Ansdell 

Christmas Party  

Dollar Table - Cassy LaCouvee 

Newsletter Editor - Linda Derkach                 

Garden Tour – Kathy Loyer  

Truss Show – Ray Walker 

Greeter – Guy Loyer 

Historian - Cassy Lacouvee         

Library – Donna deBoer  

Meeting Coordinator- Tony Ansdell           

Membership – Tony Ansdell 

Milner Gardens - John England   

Program Chair – Glen Jamieson    

PR - Marilyn Dawson                               

Refreshments - Anne Gutsche 

Sunshine – Maria Bieberstein 

 

      MARS Meetings 

2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach 

Civic Centre 
 

Next Meeting  

Wednesday,  

September 10 

7:30 pm 
 

 

Amazingly, Rhododendron 

‘Qualicum’s Pride’ bloomed right 

on time for the MARS Garden Tour 

2014.  This very healthy specimen 

grows in the garden of John and 

Arlene England. 
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This Month: 

MARS Celebrates 

25
 
Years 

with a  

BBQ Potluck at 

Rotary Park, QB 
Our annual wind-up party is very 

special this year as we are 

celebrating 25 years of fun, 

friends and flowers – 

rhododendrons to be specific!! 

We look forward to seeing 

members who have signed up and 

many special guests on Sunday, 

June 22 at 5:00 pm at Rotary 

Park on the water at Qualicum 

Beach.  Please see page 2 for 

more important information.  

 
Rhododendron ‘Blue Boy’ is a 

spectacular addition to the garden of 

Doug Kitts and Jillian Withers. 

MARS 
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MARS is 25! 
Our summer wind-up is very 

special this year – celebrating 25 

years of being a very active and 

vital part of our community. 
As you know, those who are coming to our 

celebration have already indicated their 

choice of chicken or steak (supplied by 

MARS) and also the appetizer, salad or 

dessert they are bringing.   Please also 

bring: 

� cutlery 

� plates 

� cups and/or glasses 

� beverage of your choice  

� chairs 

We look forward to seeing you all. 

************************************* 

Something Special 

in Members’ Gardens… 
 

Shirley Meekison is justly thrilled with the 

bloom on her Davidia involucrata ‘Sonoma’.   
Davidias (Dove Tree, Handkerchief Tree) 

typically do not bloom until they are about 

ten years old.  But D. ‘Sonoma’ blooms within 

2 to 3 years and blooms are larger and more 

floriferous than the species.  Folks are 

already lining up for the seed!! 

 

  
Davidia involucrata ‘Sonoma’ 

 
Doug Kitts developed this luscious white 

rhododendron below.  It is a cross of R. 

‘Mrs. A.T. deLamare’ x ‘Gold Medal’ x 

decorum. 

 

Nice work, Doug! 

 

 
 

 



 

 

“Funshine” Accompanies  

MARS Tour of Victoria  

and Saanich 
It wasn’t rain – it was all fun on our tour of 

four private and four public gardens in 

Victoria, Saanich and Sidney.  By 7:30 am, 

most of the 47 avid gardeners and plants-

people from MARS and other garden clubs in 

QB and Nanaimo had assembled – coffee in 

hand – for an early departure to our first 

garden in Cobble Hill.  By 9:30, we were 

enjoying more coffee, cookies and a 

wonderful collection of rhododendrons, rock 

garden plants and many choice trees 

masterfully tended by Al and Liz Murray.   

 
Davidia involucrata (Handkerchief Tree, 

Dove Tree) was at its best at the Murray’s. 
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Even in the rain, this beauty glows. 

We toured the extensive garden of Lois and 

Roy Blackmore after the main downpour of 

the tour.  Gracing a hill and ravine, many 

delights were discovered. 

 
Fairies inhabit this garden.  Rhododendron ‘Ice Music’ 

was one of many exquisite blooms below. 

 
Thanks to Lois and Roy for their hospitality, 

health food cookies, tea and coffee. 



 

 

The Horticulture Centre of the Pacific was next 

and the weather was dry!! 

 
Deciduous azalea Rhododendron luteum filled the air 

with its heavenly scent at HCP. 

 

 

Rhododendron ‘Kimbeth’ gently floated her petals to 

the ground creating a magical scene in the garden of 

Ken and Madeleine Webb.   

 

Wine and cheese, hospitality and horticulture reigned at 

Ken and Madeleine’s home.  Hosted by the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society, we enjoyed their lovely garden, 

information on their amazing propagator and gifts of 

rhododendrons for all. 

 

On Tuesday, our first stop was Government 

House on Rockland Avenue.  Open to the public 

almost every day of the year, and at no cost, it 

is a garden worth visiting when you are next in 

Victoria.   Rhododendrons, rock gardens, herbs 

and perennials, water features and a Garry oak 

meadow can entertain for hours. 

 

 
This very old snowball viburnum was smothered 

in glorious blossoms at Govt. House. 

 

If you have never visited Finnerty Gardens at 

UVic, you are in for a thrill – and plan for at 

least two hours to take it all in.  Filled with 

horticultural treasures, it is a garden that folks 

visit time and time again – and it is also open 

every day and free!!   

 

 
Finnerty Gardens has many fine species rhododendrons.  

R. rothschildii was stunning. 
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Dominion Brook Park on the site of the old 

experimental farm on the Pat Bay Highway was 

next.  This garden contains many old 

rhododendrons that, until recently, were left to 

fend for themselves until the Friends of 

Dominion Brook Park formed to restore it to its 

former glory.  A work in progress, it is home to 

many fine conifers and magnificent views out to 

Mt. Baker. 

 
The ravine has been overtaken by ferns and skunk 

cabbage.  The Friends of DBP are raising funds to 

restore rhododendrons to this dell. 

 

Our final stop on the tour was Towner Crest, the 

iconic forest garden of Evelyn Weesjes.   Aging 

rhododendrons delight around every corner of 

the many trails in this large acreage.  Many 

companion plants are featured as well – ferns, 

primula, anemones, erythroniums, fritillaria, 

trilliums, peonies, azaleas and podophylla.  We 

could have lost ourselves there forever!!   

Here are some scenes from Towner Crest. 
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This lovely yellow rhododendron was very content 

 in its forest glade. 

 
Rhododendron ‘Fabia x Temple Belle’ 

 

Rhododendron augustinii or a hybrid. 

 

Flame-coloured azaleas were everywhere! 

 



 

 

Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

General Meeting  

Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at 7:30 pm 

Minutes 

GUESTS: Kirsten Jorgensen, Christine Aldred, Maria 

van den Berg, Bryan Fischer, Sue Beatty 

REFRESHMENTS:  Anne Gutsche, Ann DeBrincat, 

Kathy Loyer, Mazie Walsh, Dougal Meekison and 

Marilyn Dawson 

The May meeting included a Show and Tell feature 

as well as the election of officers for the 2014-15 

session, both of which followed the guest speakers. 

Their topic was “From Rhodos to Rock Gardens” 

and Dany Fortin and Shane Tillipaugh from 

Courtenay gave a casual presentation interlaced 

with a little humor. Their enthusiasm for rock and 

crevice gardens was evident as they produced a 

series of photos showing how these gardens were 

created.  Both young men work for the parks and 

recreation departments, one in Courtenay, the 

other in Comox and obviously are outdoorsmen. 

Their photos included trips up Mount Arrowsmith 

and other destinations where the unusual or alpine 

caught their attention -- a Douglas fir, for example,  

growing over a boulder looking as if it were a 

bonsai and the mountain hemlock seemingly 

holding up a rock.  

 

BUSINESS: 1. Moved by Terry Richmond and 

seconded by John de Boer that the minutes of the 

April 9 meeting be approved as circulated. 

2. Garden Tour chair Kathy Loyer said the weekend 

event just completed was a great success and she 

thanked all those volunteers who had helped out, 

sitting gardens and handling the other necessary 

chores.  Their help was essential to the success of 

the tour. 

3. Truss Show Chair Ray Walker presented trophies 

to Best in Show winners: Doug Kitts for best large 

leaf, Rhododendron ‘Yeti’ and Linda Derkach for 

best small leaf, R. concinnum.  Al Bieberstein 

received the Mary Parker Hammerhead Trophy for 

his R.’Taurus’. 

4. Members were urged to sign up if they intend 

coming to the June 22 windup at Rotary Beach Park 

marking the 25
th

 anniversary of the chapter.  A 

sign-up sheet that had been passed around earlier 

was missing.  MARS will provide the protein for the 

event, the rest is pot luck. 

5. MARS member Bob Baird created an attractive 

plate for the Truss Show; the committee decided to 

put all the names of show volunteers in a hat and 

draw the lucky winner.  The draw was made at the 

meeting; Ruth Harding was the winner.  

6. Only a few members remembered to bring 

blooms to the meeting, but those who did 

presented a wide ranging and colorful display on 

the tables along the back wall.   

7. The door prize. R. ‘Ken Janeck’ was won by 

Marlys Diamond.  Raffle prizes were a variegated 

azalea, R. ‘PJM Elite’, R. ‘Bob’s Blue’ and a hosta. 

Winners were Karen Bennett, Marnie Baird, Cassie 

Lacouvee and Don Bridgen. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Tony Ansdell conducted 

the very short annual general meeting.  All 

candidates were elected by acclamation.  Elected 

to serve a 2-year term are: Marilyn Dawson, 

secretary; Ray Walker, treasurer; Maria 

Bieberstein, Don Bridgen and Ann DeBrincat, 

directors.  Others on the executive have another 

year to serve.  

The Executive for 2014-15 is: President, Linda 

Derkach;  Vice President, Tony Ansdell; Secretary, 

Marilyn Dawson; Treasurer, Ray Walker.  Directors 

are:  Maria Bieberstein, Don Bridgen, Ann 

DeBrincat and Kathy Loyer. 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 9:30 pm 

 

 

Marilyn, Barbara, Elaine, Anna and Judy grace 

this magnificent rhododendron at Finnerty Gardens. 



 

 

Message from Your President 
Linda Derkach 
 

As we look forward to a well-earned summer sabbatical, 

I thank you all for an exciting and memorable first year 

as your President.  We started the year in September 

with interesting fall programs, and finished in the spring 

with a wild ride!!   

 

Huge thanks go to the many folks who worked so long 

and hard and diligently on the Rhododendron Show and 

Sale, the Bus Tour and the Garden Tour…. and now our 

25
th

 celebration!  And of course to your hard-working 

Executive members who meet monthly to plan details 

and toil between meetings to make everything run like 

clockwork.  And if this weren’t enough, Executive 

members are working even as we speak on the Species 

Garden at Milner Gardens and the 70
th

 Anniversary 

Convention of the ARS in Victoria.   

 

To some, it may seem like a lot of work.  But to those 

involved, we know we are contributing in an important 

way to our communities – both geographical and 

horticultural – and we are having fun and building 

forever friendships.  Truly, we get more out of it than 

we put into it! 

 

It is a privilege to be your president, and I look forward 

to the next exciting year that will bring shows, tours, 

new activities and a significant convention in Victoria.   

 

Here’s to the next 25! 

Best Wishes, Linda 

(As an avid plants person I cannot resist the opportunity 

to share some treasures from my May garden.) 

 

Rhododendron ‘Rim Fire’ 

 

Rhododendron ‘Conroy’ 

 

 

Rhododendron ‘Medusa’ 

 

 

Rhododendron ‘Fragrant Star’ 
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Garden Tour Makes 

Mother’s Day Weekend 

Very Special 
A near record number of lucky 

people enjoyed the gardens of 

Qualicum Beach and Parksville 

Months of planning and hard work paid off 

for the many MARS volunteers who helped 

with our annual garden tour, and who 

contributed to the enjoyment of all who took 

advantage of the opportunity to tour 12 

lovely gardens in Qualicum and Parksville.  

Special thanks go to Kathy Loyer and her 

Committee….and to Guy Loyer and Ray 

Walker who created our classy new garden 

tour highway signs.  Here are photos of just 

a few of the luscious sights on the tour… 

more to come in the September issue of the 

Rhodovine. 

 
Rhododendron hanceanum nanum was exquisite. 

 
Also in the garden of John and Arlene England, massed 

fragrant azaleas were a hit. 

 

 
Rhododendron fabia x ‘Apricot Fantasy’ was much-

admired in the garden of Skip and Doug Cockburn. 

 

 
Rhododendron ‘Horizon Lakeside’ is not often seen.  

This glorious specimen is grown by Sue and Trevor 

Lawrence.  
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The espaliered fruit trees of Joanne and Bill Marble 

garnered much interest. 

 

 

Rhododendron ‘Primary Pink’ is lovely in the garden 

of Doug Kitts and Jillian Withers. 

 

 

This colourful combination grows in the garden of 

Tim and Janet Tullis. 

 

Rocks and saxifragas are important elements in the 

alpine garden of Lori Pross.  

 

 

Rhododendron ‘Nancy Evans’ is very happy in the 

seaside garden of Mike and Marilyn Allen. 

 

 

Garden owners and tour volunteers  

enjoy our traditional potluck  

at the home of Kathy and Guy Loyer. 
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