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Dennis Bottemiller
Speaking on…
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month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre

Success with

Next Meeting:

Rhododendron

Wednesday,

Cuttings

November 9, 2016

All the tricks of the
trade by one of North
America’s propagation
experts!
More inside……

Christmas Party
Dollar Table – Barbara Kulla
Newsletter Editor - Linda Derkach
Garden Tour – Kathy Loyer
Truss Show – John England
Greeter – Guy Loyer
Historian - Cassy Lacouvee
Library – Donna deBoer
Meeting Coordinator- Tony Ansdell
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Milner Gardens - John England
Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson
Program Chair – Glen Jamieson
PR - Marilyn Dawson
Refreshments – John de Boer
Species Garden – Tony Ansdell
Sunshine – Judy Wood
Welcome – Joanne Hamilton

Agapetes serpens can be found
thriving in the Rutherford
Conservatory at the
Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden near Seattle.

Rhododendron boothii
at the RSBG near Seattle
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The Rhodovine

November Speaker:

Dennis Bottemiller has been the
Propagator and Nursery Manager at
the Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden (RSBG) in Federal Way,
Washington for almost 20 years. In
that capacity, he works his magic
rooting cuttings and growing
seedlings of plants collected from all
over the world. With the RSBG
surrounding him, he is inspired by the
largest collection of species
rhododendrons in North America.
A much sought-after speaker, Dennis
will share his extensive knowledge
and experience in a most engaging
and inspiring way.
Dennis will touch on such issues as:
 the best chance for success
 variables in plant growth, culture
and physiology – and how to
manipulate to our advantage
 how paying attention to the details
pays off in success
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At the RSBG, Dennis oversees
10,000 square feet of cold
frame growing space, catalog
sales and shipping. He
maintains greenhouses and
equipment and directs
volunteers in propagation,
transplanting and plant
distribution. He also manages
the Rutherford Conservatory at
the RSBG – a world class 4,000
square foot heated greenhouse
facility which contains many
exotic plants including Vireya
and Maddenii rhododendrons.
Dennis grows seeds and
cuttings from start to finish and
really enjoys all of the new plant
material that comes home with
Steve Hootman and other
modern-day plant hunters. “It is
always a great challenge to
grow things that we have never
before grown.”

Don’t miss…

Dennis Bottemiller
Wednesday, November 9
at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

Bring your friends!

In Marilyn’s Garden…

MARS Photography Evening
January 11, 2017
Digital Entries only please.
Note: At our October meeting, Program
Chair Glen Jamieson announced a new
and fun idea for the photographers
amongst us – a Photo Night for us to
share pics of our gardens. Here’s what
to do.
1. Email your digital photos to Glen at:
Glenj02@yahoo.ca with “MARS Photo
night” in the subject line.
Glen will prepare a PowerPoint
presentation with all entries.

Blueberries do double duty….delicious fruit
with few if any problems – and glorious fall
colour. One or two shrubs can lighten up your
garden in October, as seen here in the garden
of Marilyn Dawson. Photo: Marilyn Dawson

Upcoming Programs…
 November 9
 Dennis Bottemiller: Success
with Rhododendron Cuttings
 December 10
 MARS Christmas Party

Exciting Events…
 April 27-30, 2017
 ARS Spring Convention in
Eureka, California

2. Email instructions
On the subject line, please enter the
category the photo is intended for and
the name of the rhododendron or plant
or scene, if known. This is not a contest,
and pictures you took that showcase
your garden or plants, special photos
that you took on garden tours or in
someone else’s garden, etc. are all
welcome.
3. Categories
1. Single Rhododendron Truss
2. Whole Rhododendron Plant
3. Foliage Rhododendron
4. Companion Plant
5. Garden Scene
6. Creative/Artistic photos altered by
technology
NOTE: Please enter only two photos per
category. Deadline for submitting
digital photos is Jan 1, 2017.
4. Participants are welcome to explain
what their photos mean to them when
they are presented…if they wish.
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Where Species
Rhododendrons – and
Their Companions - Shine:
Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden, Federal Way, Washington
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach

Many of you know Steve Hootman,
Executive Director and modern-day plant
hunter, and Dennis Bottemiller, master
propagator. Both are resident experts at
the RSBG. Well … here is a glimpse into
the fabulous garden they have helped
create, and a look at the plants, many of
which have been collected in the wild
and propagated at RSBG.

Kalmiopsis leachiana ‘Glendoick’
Here is a lovely dwarf evergreen that
enjoys the company of
rhododendrons! Kalmiopsis
‘Umpqua Form’ with paler pink
flowers is native to the Siskiyou
Mountains in Oregon, and available
from time to time here on Vancouver
Island.

Rhododendron fastigiatum
This lovely blue-flowered dwarf
rhododendron is hardy, floriferous and easy
to grow – perfect for the smaller garden or
rock garden. R. fastigiatum holds an Award
of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural
Society…and is definitely on my list to
acquire.

Aquilegia discolour
Another dwarf beauty found in the
rock garden at RSBG, this deciduous
perennial is native to the Pyrenees in
Northern Spain.
Page 4

Rhododendron argipeplum syn. smithii

Daphne sericea
This fragrant, evergreen daphne would be a
welcome addition to any garden.

Propagated at the RSBG, these
small plants have been potted up and
are waiting for a new home.
Considered the eastern form of R.
barbatum, it is best suited to the
larger garden. Crimson trusses,
reddish/brown peeling bark and
attractive dark green leaves with a
thin layer of indumentum leave no
doubt of its celebrated beauty.

Penstemon rupicola ‘Pink Holly’
Exochorda x macrantha ‘The Bride’
This arching shrub is a splendid sight in full
bloom!

Thriving amongst the rocks at the
RSBG, this North American native,
dwarf shrublet is suitable for an
alpine trough or scree.
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Rhododendron luteum
Who doesn’t love this blousy, deciduous
and deliciously fragrant azalea!!

The Stumpery at RSBG was in its infancy in
2013 when this photo was taken during the
ARS Seattle Convention. It promises to be
an exciting feature in the garden as it grows
and is refined.

Pyrrosia sheareri
The Rutherford Conservatory at
RSBG is where you can find this
show-stopper. Hardy to Zone 7a and
deer resistant, this evergreen fern
has long, narrow, leathery fronds pea green on top with rusty brown
hairs beneath. Not always available,
but definitely worth adding to your
collection if you can find it.
Conclusion
This is just a taste of what you will
find at the Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden. It is world-class –
and so close to us just south of
Seattle. Well worth a visit – check
the website for opening times!
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Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society

General Meeting Held at the
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Wednesday, October 12, 2016, 7:30 pm

Minutes
John and Donna DeBoer were honored with a
Certificate of Appreciation for their volunteer
efforts for MARS. Such awards are usually
given at the spring windup, but because the
DeBoers could not attend that party, Linda
Derkach made the presentation at this time,
noting their willingness to tote the library from
Port Alberni to every meeting, and make sure
coffee and goodies are available at our
meetings.
A crowd of about 50 people were on hand to
hear Mike Stewart of Dover Nursery, Oregon
talk about early plant hunters and their
relationship with today’s plants. Mike is a wellknown hybridizer, President of the
Rhododendron Species Foundation in Federal
Way, Washington, and a past president of the
ARS. He successfully intertwined history with
his recent trip to Sikkim bringing to life names
like Ward, Hooker, Thomsom that are familiar
to many gardeners.
PROGRAM: Glen Jamieson reminded members
that in November Dennis Bottemiller, chief
propagator of the RSF will be leading a
propagation session on cuttings. The following
morning around 10 am he will conduct a
session on growing from seed with interested
members from all three mid-island chapters:
exact time and place to be announced.
BUSINESS: 1. Glen Jamieson is considering a
photography evening for the January meeting
and gave the members heads-up on the
project. He will work out the details and report
back.
2. Kathy Loyer is still looking for gardens for the
Mother’s Day Garden Tour in the Qualicum
Beach-Parksville area and would appreciate
recommendations.
3. A garden craft table has been suggested for
the spring Rhododendron Show and Sale,

hoping that members with metal and
woodworking skills might create garden
ornaments, bird houses, planters etc. A
table for used garden books has also
been mooted. John England will be the
coordinator for the Show on April 22,
2017.
4. Linda asked for preferences for a
spring bus tour-- either west to Tofino
on a holiday weekend to take in Stubbs
Island, or up to Campbell River. It
seemed from a show of hands that
everyone wants a bus trip, overnight
preferred but the destination doesn’t
matter.
5. The 2018 ARS Spring Convention will
be held in Bremen, Germany. Pre and
post tours are being worked out and
packages will be announced soon.
6. Also at the fall conference, the ARS
Board heard the motion from District 1
seeking to reduce membership fees by
$5 for the digital JARS only. It will be
considered at the April meeting in
Eureka, California.
Draw prizes: The Door Prize was R.
‘Purple Passion’ won by Sandra
Hemsworth. Other prizes were R.
‘Conroy’, R. ‘Satin Memories’, Euonymus
europea and a perennial osteospermum.
Winners were Gillian Walker, Barbara
Delgatty, Joanne Hamilton and June
Bouchard.
Meeting adjourned: 9:30 pm
Mid-Island Floral Art Club
Thursday, Nov. 10 at 2:15
St. Stephen’s United Church Hall
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach
Demonstration:
Contemporary Horizontal
Workshop
Information?

Joanne 757-8969
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ARS Newport Photo Contest Winners

Rhododendron decorum
Best in Contest, Award of Excellence

Photographed by Linda Derkach at Finnerty Gardens, UVic
at the ARS 2015 Victoria Convention.
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People’s Choice Award

The unmatched beauty of new leaves emerging in spring is exemplified by this rhododendron
photographed in Finnerty Gardens, Victoria by Linda Derkach
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RHODODENDRONS IN THE REDWOODS
ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA
APRIL 27-30, 2017
Register now for the American Rhododendron Society’s annual spring Convention April 27-30, 2017. The Eureka
Chapter will host the convention which will bring visitors to world-famous Humboldt County, California from across
the nation, Canada and around the world. Top notch speakers will be featured every day, along with tours of redwood
forests, private and public gardens, azalea reserves and Victorian architecture.
The Red Lion Hotel will be our host hotel, with a rate of $99 per night per room plus tax. The rate includes a full
breakfast and an airport shuttle. Thursday and Sunday events will be held at the hotel. The new state-of- the-art
Sequoia Conference Center, three blocks from the Red Lion Hotel, will be our meeting and banqueting venue Friday
and Saturday. Visitors can walk to the conference center, take the shuttle or drive; abundant parking is available at
the center.
For many ARS
members, seeing the Redwoods (Sequoia
sempervirens) is high on the must see “bucket list”, as are the rugged
North Coast of California with its Rhododendron
macrophyllum and Stagecoach Hill, the home of
the Smith-Mossman 1966 collections of
Rhododendron occcidentale azaleas.
In addition to the area’s redwood parks and
Rhododendron occidentale
other natural wonders, Eureka and its
neighboring towns abound with well-preserved Victorian homes displaying the famous
Queen Anne “Carpenter Gothic” style. The Carson Mansion (now a private club) is the
th
most famous example from the late 19 century era of the lumber barons in northwestern
California.
The Carson Mansion
Eureka is served by United Express twice daily
from San Francisco. Flying to San Francisco and transferring to Eureka is the usual air
transport option. Renting a car in San Francisco and driving to Eureka is a very scenic
alternative. Drive time from San Francisco is about seven hours through the wine
country with its rolling hills and on north through the Coast Range mountains and
redwood forests. From the north, PenAir flies from
Portland,
Oregon
to
the
Eureka/Arcata airport.
An
alternative to flying directly to
HUMBOLDT BOTANICAL
Eureka from Portland might be to fly
GARDEN
to Crescent City or to Medford,
Oregon, then rent a car. Drive time from Crescent City is about two
hours; from Medford about four hours. Both routes are quite scenic,
with wild rivers, rugged mountains and redwood forests well worth
SINGING TREE GARDENS
visiting. Several car rental agencies operate at the Eureka/Arcata
airport. The Red Lion Hotel offers free shuttle
service for convention attendees to and from the Eureka/Arcata airport. However you choose to get here,
we look forward to hosting you and showing you our beautiful northwest corner of California. More
information at www.eurekarhody.org

