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Christmas Party - Executive 

Dollar Table – Barbara Kulla 

Newsletter Editor - Linda Derkach                 

Garden Tour – Kathy Loyer  

Truss Show – John England  

Greeter – Guy Loyer 

Historian - Cassy Lacouvee         

Library – Donna deBoer  

Meeting Coordinator- Tony Ansdell           

Membership – Tony Ansdell 

Milner Gardens - John England   

Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson 

Program Chair – Glen Jamieson    

PR - Marilyn Dawson                               

Refreshments – John de Boer 

Species Garden – Tony Ansdell  

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 

 

      MARS Meetings 

2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach 

Civic Centre 
 

Next Meeting: 

Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 10 

 
Kalmia latifolia is a useful and 

attractive broadleaf evergreen.  

Blooming for months through 

the winter, it can be found 

thriving in all kinds of weather. 

Warning: some of the showier 

hybrids can be fussy!  
Photo:  Linda Derkach 
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This Month: 
 

MARS  

Christmas Party 

 
 

Saturday, 

December 10 

5:00 pm 
At the home of  

Jane and Ray Walker 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 

 

Please bring the potluck dish you 

signed up for and your favourite 

beverage.  Cutlery, glasses and 

dishes will be rented.   

There will be great raffle prizes 

but no gift exchange this year. 

Instead, we are asking that each 

person donate $5 or $10 to be 

given to local charities.   

 

 

MARS 

P. O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

mars.rhodos.ca 
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Upcoming Programs… 
 December 10, 2016 

 MARS Christmas Party 

 January 11, 2017 

 Photography Night 

 February 8, 2017 

 Expert Panel 

 March 8, 2017 

 Dr. Linda Gilkeson 
Insects of Woodland Gardens: The Good, the 
Bad & the Beautiful  

Pests, beneficial insects (and native beauties) found 
in woodland gardens; includes managing root 
weevils, climbing cutworms and how to attract 
beneficial species. 

 

Exciting Events 

…on the Horizon 
 April 22, 2017 

 MARS Plant Show and Sale 

 April 27-30, 2017 

 ARS 2017 Convention in 

Eureka, California 

 May 13 and 14 

 MARS Mother’s Day  

Garden Tour 

 

 

MARS Photography Evening 

January 11, 2017 
Digital Entries only please. 

Note:  At our October meeting, Program Chair Glen 

Jamieson announced a new and fun idea for the 

photographers amongst us – a Photo Night for us to 

share pics of our gardens.  Here’s what to do. 

1. Email your digital photos to Glen at: 

Glenj02@yahoo.ca with “MARS Photo night” in the 

subject line. 

Glen will prepare a PowerPoint presentation with all 

entries. 
 

2. Email instructions 

On the subject line, please enter the category the 

photo is intended for and the name of the 

rhododendron or plant or scene, if known. This is 

not a contest, and pictures you took that showcase 

your garden or plants, special photos that you took 

on garden tours or in someone else’s garden, etc. 

are all welcome. 
 

3. Categories 

1. Single Rhododendron Truss 

2. Whole Rhododendron Plant 

3. Foliage Rhododendron 

4. Companion Plant 

5. Garden Scene 

6. Creative/Artistic photos altered by technology 

NOTE: Please enter only two photos per category. 

Deadline for submitting digital photos is Jan 1, 

2017. 
 

4. Participants are welcome to explain what their 

photos mean to them when they are presented…if 

they wish. 
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Propagating Rhododendrons 

with Seed 
Words:  Linda Derkach 

Photos:  Dave Godfrey, Linda Derkach 

 
Dennis Bottemiller of the Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden leads a workshop on starting 
rhododendrons with seed. 
 

 
Sue, Glenda, Ann, Sandra and Joan are 
concentrating on sowing the tiny rhododendron 
seeds. 

 

 

Noni of the North Island RS demonstrates how to 

distribute seed evenly. 

 

North Island and Nanaimo RS members joined MARS 

for this very informative and practical workshop 

 

William, Garth, Donna and John are working 

diligently – and having fun! 
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Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

General Meeting 

Held at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

November 9, 2016 at 7:30 pm 

Minutes 

More than 60 members and guests turned out for 
Dennis Bottemiller’s presentation on propagating 
rhododendrons from cuttings. Dennis is the nursery 
manager and chief propagator at the Rhododendron 
Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way, Wash. 
Introduced by Program Chair Glen Jamieson, he 
illustrated his lecture with a Power Point program 
that ranged from when to take cuttings to potting 
up rooted plants, making it clear that this was his 
method, and not the only one. 
 
There are a few constants: observation, attention to 
detail, absolute cleanliness, solid record keeping and 
really sharp tools.  Then came the variables - the 
best time of year to take cuttings, the best time of 
day, to disinfect or not, which rooting hormones, 
powder or liquid and so on.  The answer often 
referred back to the constants.  Good record 
keeping and keen observation may provide the best 
answer.  For example, he has found that liquid 
hormone is best for deciduous azaleas but not 
necessarily other rhododendrons. 
 
BUSINESS: 1. With the Christmas Party slated for 
Saturday, December 10 at the home of Ray and Jane 
Walker, members were asked to fill out the sign-up 
sheet and indicate their pot luck dish.  Each 
attending member will be asked to bring $5-$10 for 
the food bank and SOS, MARS traditional recipients. 
There will be no other donations requested.  There 
will be a raffle. 
2. Every year JARS carries the Rhododendron of the 
Year Award where each region names their choices 
in four categories.  MARS members were asked for 
their favorites which Linda Derkach will forward to 
the regional chair. 
3.  Glen Jamieson reminded members of the seeding 
workshop the following morning at the Civic Centre 
with Dennis Bottemiller.   He also mentioned again 
the January photo night whereby members’ photos 
are incorporated into a presentation; he urged that 
more photos be sent to him as soon as possible. 
4. As long as it’s a bus tour in the spring, members 
don’t seem to care where they go or when.  A show 

of hands for a mid-April trip or early May showed no 
particular preference.  
5. Linda had asked for a clarification of our MARS 
membership with the Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden.  A club membership allows its 
members to visit the facility free.  Ray Walker will 
renew the MARS membership. 
6. John England who is coordinating the 
Rhododendron Show and Sale in April gave 
members fair notice that he will be seeking 
volunteers at the January meeting, for the planning 
as well as the actual sale day on April 22. 
7. The door prize was R. ‘Wind River’ won by Marnie 
Baird.  Draw prizes were R. ‘Rubicon’, R. ‘Gomer 
Waterer’ and Euonymus europaeus. ‘Winners were 
Bryon Fischer, Marnie Baird and Don Bridgen. 
 

 Meeting Adjourned: 9:50pm 
 

Christmas Party Time for MARS 
 

For a second year, our party will be held at 

the home of Jane and Ray Walker in San 

Pareil.  Cocktails at 5:00; Dinner at 6;30 pm. 
 

If you have not already done so, please 

contact Marilyn Dawson and let her know 

how many are coming and the potluck dish 

you wish to bring.  Turkey and mashed 

potatoes are already arranged.  Please bring a 

beverage.  Dishes, cutlery and glasses will be 

rented.     
 

This year, activities will be a little different.  

Instead of bringing small items for a gift 

exchange, we ask that everyone donate 

between $5 and $10 each that will be given 

to local charities.   
 

New members Art and Rose Prufer have 

created a fun party game that is a hybrid of 

Jeopardy and Bingo.  We will play in teams, 

test our knowledge of rhododendrons and 

have a laugh or two.   
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Eden Garden… 

A Sanctuary for All 
Words and Photos:  Linda Derkach 
 

Almost 50 years ago, a group of passionate 
volunteers rescued an abandoned quarry near 
Auckland, New Zealand.  And today, the amazing 
array of Vireya rhododendrons, sub-tropical plants, 
tree ferns, maples, magnolias, succulents and 
bromeliads set amongst ponds, hills and water falls  
is enjoyed by thousands of visitors each year.   
Floral arts and quirky sculptures, tulips and roses are 
all amazing features of this four season garden. 
  

 
 

An inviting, shady path through Australian Tree 
Ferns (Dicksonia antarctica) with Clivia miniata at  
your feet is sure to be a great stress reliever.   
This is the essence of Eden Garden. 
 
 

 
 

Rhododendron ‘Dawn Chorus’ is exquisite. 
Vireyas generally bloom twice a year, and thrive in 
the frost-free, and partially shaded environment of 
Eden Garden. 
 

 
 

Rhododendron ‘Shantung Lace’ is another of many 
beautiful vireyas in the Eden collection. 
 

 
 

Rhododendron ‘Gossamer Pink’ is an eye-catcher. 
Amazingly, rhododendrons are not native to New 
Zealand – but they thrive here for sure! 
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Rhododendron ‘Floral Sun’ is stunning!  Perfect, 
shiny, dark green leaves clothe this New Zealand 
hybrid by Mark Jury.  A cross of R. sino nuttallii and 
R. ‘R.W. Rye’, it boasts frilly, scented blossoms set 
off by heavily textured leaves and peeling bark.  R. 
‘Floral Sun’ and many other nuttalliis thrive on the 
North Island in Tikorangi, the Jury family garden 
located near the coast and not far from new 
Plymouth and Mount Taranaki.   

 

 
Rhododendron johnstoneanum can be found in 
many gardens in New Zealand.  Sometimes fragrant, 
it is the hardiest of the larger Maddenias.   

 
Hippeastrum papilio is vigorous and easy to grow in 
pots and can take a little frost in winter.   

 
This bank of bromeliads is thriving in frost-free Eden 
Garden with good drainage and not too much direct 
sunlight.                                                                        Page 6 


