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This Month:

MARS Meetings

MARS

2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre

Members’
Photography
Night

Next Meeting:
Wednesday, January 11

Here’s a switch – our
fellow Marsians and their
gardens will be the stars
of our program at the
January meeting.
See page 3 for how to enter.

Helleborus ‘Josef Lemper’ holds its
head up high and shows off pure
white blooms and bright yellow
stamens in mid-winter – a
welcome sight on a dreary January
day! Shade-loving, evergreen and
deer resistant – what’s not to love.
This beauty graces the garden of
Barbara and Ken Kulla.

APB:
Volunteers needed for the
MARS table at Seedy Saturday.
How can you help?
See inside….page 2

Photos: Linda Derkach
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MARS Seedy Saturday Table
We need volunteers for up to two
hours. Please contact Marilyn
Dawson at dawsom@shaw.ca

Upcoming Programs…
 January 11, 2017
 Photography Night
 February 8, 2017


Expert Panel -

Always a hit!!

 March 8, 2017
 Dr. Linda Gilkeson
Insects of Woodland Gardens: The Good, the
Bad & the Beautiful
Pests, beneficial insects (and native beauties) found
in woodland gardens; includes managing root
weevils, climbing cutworms and how to attract
beneficial species.

Exciting Events
…on the Horizon
 April 22, 2017
 MARS Plant Show and Sale
 April 27-30, 2017
 ARS 2017 Convention in
Eureka, California
 May 13 and 14
 MARS Mother’s Day
Garden Tour
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Notice of Resolution
for Approval by MARS Members
At the May 2016 General meeting, MARS
members gave agreement for the Executive
to proceed with planning for the ARS 2019
Fall Conference to be held in this area.
During the summer, a Steering Committee
was formed consisting of Linda Derkach,
Marilyn Dawson, Kathy Loyer, Tony Ansdell
and Glen Jamieson.
After a thorough search, your Steering
Committee concluded that the best venue
for this event would be the Parksville
Conference Centre. Thus we have a
tentative agreement to rent the entire
facility for September 27, 28 and 29, 2019.
In order to confirm this reservation, the PCC
requires a deposit of $1,200. In addition, we
will need to make a deposit to the caterer
for the two banquets that will be held in
conjunction with the event. There will likely
be other costs over the next year or two.
Consequently, the Executive is asking for
approval to reserve $5,000 as “seed” money
for upfront costs of the Conference. It is
anticipated that all advance funds from
MARS will be fully repaid by Conference
registration fees. Our immediate expense is
$1,200 to PCC followed by an as yet
undetermined amount for the caterer.

MARS Photography Evening
January 11, 2017
Digital Entries only please.
Note: At our October meeting, Program Chair Glen
Jamieson announced a new and fun idea for the
photographers amongst us – a Photo Night for us to
share pics of our gardens. Here’s what to do.
1. Email your digital photos to Glen at:
Glenj02@yahoo.ca with “MARS Photo night” in the
subject line.
Glen will prepare a PowerPoint presentation with all
entries.
2. Email instructions
On the subject line, please enter the category the
photo is intended for and the name of the
rhododendron or plant or scene, if known. This is
not a contest, and pictures you took that showcase
your garden or plants, special photos that you took
on garden tours or in someone else’s garden, etc.
are all welcome.
3. Categories
1. Single Rhododendron Truss
2. Whole Rhododendron Plant
3. Foliage Rhododendron
4. Companion Plant
5. Garden Scene
6. Creative/Artistic photos altered by technology
NOTE: Please enter only two photos per category.
Deadline for submitting digital photos is
Jan 1, 2017.
4. Participants are welcome to explain what their
photos mean to them when they are presented…if
they wish.

Propagation Group
Report
Margot Moser
MARS has formed a Rhododendron
Propagation Group. This is an idea whose time
has come! The plan is to propagate cuttings
from species and hybrids that are sometimes
unavailable in nurseries, and then to grow in
our own gardens and sell at MARS events.
About 20 enthusiastic members attended a
planning meeting in October. We all expect
to contribute as we are able but since most
of us are either newbies or have little
experience propagating rhododendrons, we
will rely on the expertise of members such as
Don Bridgen, Glen Jamieson and Doug Kitts to
guide us through the intricacies of producing
new rhododendron plants from cuttings.
Dennis Bottemiller, nursery manager of the
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in
Federal Way, Washington, gave an excellent
presentation entitled “Success with
Rhododendron Cuttings” at the November
MARS meeting. Next morning, we learned a
lot at a subsequent workshop with Dennis on
“Rhododendrons from Seed”.
His suggestions, along with the experience of
Doug, Glen and Don make us optimistic about
the success of this venture. There is
obviously much art amongst the science here.
MARS members who are not part of the
group may provide cuttings. And anyone who
wants to contribute or join the propagation
group is most welcome. Contact Margot at
mmoser@shaw.ca
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Orari Gorge Station:
Historical Garden in New Zealand
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach

The garden at the Orari Gorge Station homestead in
the Canterbury district of New Zealand’s South
Island was planned by Charles and Ellen Tripp in the
1860’s.

The first rhododendrons were planted around 1890
by Ella Tripp, many coming from Ilam Nursery near
Christchurch which was named for the English
village in Staffordshire. Myra Tripp was a founding
member of the New Zealand Rhododendron Society.

The park-like setting of Orari Gorge Station Garden
In keeping with so many of the larger properties in
New Zealand, the Tripp family started their garden
with plants and trees from England – acorns brought
from Devon, early trees from the Veitch nursery.
Floods and winds and snow have wreaked havoc in
the garden over the years, knocking down huge
shrubs and tree-sized rhododendrons and washing
them down the creek. The property remains in the
Tripp family to this day.

Rhododendron ‘Percy Wiseman’
A magnificent copper beech planted near the house
in about 1905 was brought from Timaru on the
handlebars of a bicycle.

Rhododendron luteum
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Azaleas were planted in 1945 – and flourish to this
day. Here are deciduous and evergreen azaleas.

This lemon tree grows at the front door of the
original old house.

Clematis and azaleas thrive at the base of a huge
Cordyline australis (Cabbage Tree).

Qualicum Beach
Seedy Saturday
A Brief History
Many of you will remember that the
QB Seedy Saturday was started in
2002 by locals Joy & Keith Smith,
along with Kim Hammond, Sally Shivers
and Linda Rehlinger. The original idea
behind this was to educate local
gardeners on how to save seeds. These
founders are still very active in our
communities.
Starting with just the main hall and
one meeting room in 2002, this event
now utilizes the entire Civic Center,
inside and out, and has over 70 vendors
participating. Attendance has
increased from 900 in the first year to
over 2,500 in 2016!
2017 will be the 15th year of Seedy
Saturdays in Qualicum Beach…..
watch for a special draw.
And rumor has it that this is one of
the BEST Seedy Saturdays in
CANADA.
The proceeds from the event go to
local garden organizations.

QB Seedy Saturday
February 4, 2017
Flourish and Nourish –
A Focus on Backyard
and Organic Gardening
Our speakers:
 Linda Gilkeson of Salt
Spring Island
 Amy Robson from Natures
Choice Design.com
For more information on the speakers,
subjects and schedule, please check
out our website at
http://www.qbseedysaturday.com/.

The event offers much more than
seeds. Plants, bulbs and many
other garden items are available
for purchase!!
Interested in volunteering at
this exciting event?
Contact Barbara Croft at
vernbarbcroft@gmail.com
It takes a lot of hands to put on this event
and we could sure use your help. The work
shifts are only 1 1/2 to 2 hours long. There
are morning and afternoon shifts available to
choose from. Please contact us by end of
December if you can help out.
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ARS 2019 Fall Conference
Qualicum/Parksville
Report of the Steering Committee
Linda Derkach

Your 2019 Fall Conference Steering
Committee has met several times over the
past few months. We decided that our first
task would be to find a suitable venue and nail
down the date for the conference.
By October, we had toured or considered
every possible conference venue in the
Qualicum Beach and Parksville area, and also
visited all the hotels and motels that are in
close proximity to conference facilities.
While Tigh-Na-Mara offered conference and
hotel rooms in the same location, we could not
guarantee the number of rooms required by
the facility. Thus, we have settled on the
Parksville Conference Centre in the heart of
Parksville and not far from a wide range of
luxury and very good hotels and motels. We
have put a tentative hold on the PCC for
September 27 to 29, 2019. A deposit of
$1,200 will confirm this booking. This
deposit can be refunded on three months’
notice - not a likely scenario.
The Steering Committee is now discussing a
theme for the conference, possible speakers
and topics. Our focus will likely be on
rhododendrons in our warming environment
and water-saving techniques.
If you have thoughts or ideas on this topic,
please contact me at lindaderkach@shaw.ca
We would like to hear from you.

North America Meets Europe
The 2018 ARS Convention will be in Bremen,
Germany. It will start around May 7, 2018,
with optional tours before and after the
convention. The schedule probably will
change slightly in the next couple of months.
First Pre-Tour: Optional 5 days visiting
Dutch Gardens including Keukenhof Gardens
Second Pre-Tour: Optional 2 days visiting
RHODO 2018 Rhododendron Festival and
Hachmann’s Nursery
Third Pre-Tour: Optional 7 days visiting
public and private gardens in Denmark and
Sweden
Convention: 6 day convention in Bremen
from May 21 to 26 including 3 days of
garden tours
Post-Tour: Optional 4 days visiting gardens
in Finland.
Mark your calendar now! This is an
opportunity not to be missed. You can
choose to start in Holland or Germany with
one of the 3 pre-tours or start with the
convention. Then you can choose to finish in
Germany after the convention or in Finland
after the post-convention tour. That means
there are 8 possible combinations ranging
from 6 days for just the convention to 24
days if you do all pre and post tours and the
convention.
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