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This Month:

Dr. Linda
Gilkeson
on
Insects of the
Woodland Garden:
The Good, the Bad
and the Beautiful

MARCH 2017

MARS Meetings
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, March 8

Linda will share her
considerable knowledge in a
most entertaining and
engaging way – this is a
program not to be missed.

Ribes sanguineum is an
important native shrub for early
bumble bees and hummingbirds
who have had to rely on our
feeders through the winter.

Come and find out how to combat
the dreaded root weevil whose
damage above has marred a lovely
Rhododendron ‘Teddy Bear’
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Upcoming Programs…

Linda Gilkeson’s

 March 8, 2017

Fascinating World of Bugs

 Dr. Linda Gilkeson

Our March Program Promises Thrills

Insects of the Woodland Garden: The Good,
the Bad & the Beautiful
Pests, beneficial insects (and native beauties) found
in woodland gardens; includes managing root
weevils, climbing cutworms and how to attract
beneficial species.

and Chills of the Insect World

 April 12, 2017
 Philip MacDougall
Philip MacDougall of Maple Ridge is a plant explorer,
speaker and grower of exceptional perennials.
Philip has written many articles on species
rhododendrons, and is particularly interested in
species from Taiwan.

Exciting Events

Linda earned her PhD in Entomology
from McGill – then lucky for us she
moved west to work on biological
controls for pests and diseases.
For ten years she worked for the BC
government promoting programs to
reduce and eliminate pesticide use,
with a further six years monitoring
and reporting on the state of the
environment.

…on the Horizon

Linda has co-authored pest

 April 22, 2017

management training manuals for the

 MARS Plant Show and Sale

government, and many organic

 April 27-30, 2017

gardening books for Rodale press.

 ARS 2017 Convention in

A much sought-after speaker, Linda

Eureka, California
 May 13 and 14
 MARS Mother’s Day
Garden Tour

will share her considerable knowledge
and experience with the fascinating
world of bugs – generously served up
with her renowned sense of humour
and a big dose of common sense.

New Bug in Town
Margot Moser

Which insect comes to mind when you read
the words SERIOUS RHODO PEST? Chances
are it is the infamous Vine Weevil. In recent
years however, certain Lacebug species
(Stephanitis), are emerging as far more
threatening and difficult-to-control pests.
The two lacebugs of particular threat to
rhodos are Andromeda Lacebug (Stephanitis
takeyai) and Azalea Lacebug (S. pyriodes)
which both originated in Japan. Andromeda
Lacebug attacks rhododendrons as well as
pieris while Azalea Lacebug seems to prefer
evergreen azaleas.
It is easy to recognize the damage lacebugs
inflict. First you will notice a yellowishwhite, mottled appearance on the upper
surfaces of leaves and, on the undersides,
small black spots along with adult bugs and
nymphs. Both adults and nymphs suck plant
juices from the leaves, causing stippling and
leaving black fecal residue.
Lacebugs overwinter as eggs in plant foliage
and produce several generations per year
after hatching in May. Pieris japonica
growing in sunny locations is much more
vulnerable to attack than it is in shade while
Pieris floribunda (Mountain Pieris) and Pieris
formosa (Himalayan Pieris) are resistant,
even in sun.
So, what can we do to prevent or deal with
this pest? In my experience on the Lower
Mainland, lacebugs showed up first on pieris
and then move to rhododendrons. With this
in mind, I would not plant Pieris japonica in
particular anywhere near rhododendrons.

If this pest does show up on your plants, you
have to think whether it might be best to dig
out the plants and replace them with
something else. There are no effective nonchemical control measures. It would be nice
to think that the freezing temperatures
we’ve experienced this winter might have
killed at least some of the overwintering
eggs, but chances are enough have survived
to carry on. Trying to eradicate lacebugs
non-chemically is sure to be an ongoing
frustration and risks them spreading to other
plants.
If you do
opt for
chemical
control,
treatment
is best
carried out
in early
summer
when newly hatched nymphs are present,
but further treatment later in the summer
may also be required. Non-toxic sprays such
as horticultural oil, insecticidal soap and
neem-based products may be effective.
Coat the leaves well, including on the
underside and repeat regularly.
Of course, plants in flower should not be
sprayed due to the danger to bees and other
pollinating insects.
Margot Moser has grown rhododendrons, native
plants and alpines for many years, both on the
Lower Mainland and now at her beautiful property
in Nanoose.
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Enchanting March…
Garden Journal
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach
At last our gardens awaken with gusto…our
reward after a particularly long, cold, wet and
snowy winter!
These brave early bloomers take their
chances with the fickle weather - some years
magnificent and others forsaken.

Rhododendron ‘Pink Snowflakes’

Helleborus ‘Pink Frost’ is a recent cultivar that produces
dozens of lovely pink flowers in early March. Burgundy
buds all along the stem open rosy pink. Flowers rise well
above the foliage and hold their heads up high.

If you really want to enjoy Rhododendron ‘Cilpinense’ in
all her glory, you may have to move her to a covered
porch or under trees – for a late frost will damage the
flowers. A williamsianum hybrid, she is a reliable and
prolific bloomer with luscious, shiny, dark green leaves.

Fans of exquisite smaller rhododendrons, or
gardeners with smaller plots will love Rhododendron
‘Pink Snowflakes’. A cross of racemosum and
moupinense, ‘Pink Snowflakes’ possesses shining,
glossy green leaves with bright red buds through
winter, opening in March to light pastel pink/white
with splashes of darker pink. New foliage is bronze.
‘Pink Snowflakes’ needs very good drainage.

Rhododendron ‘Pink Snowflakes’
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Rhododendron ‘Ptarmigan’
Rhododendron ‘Ptarmigan’ is a Cox hybrid from
Glendoick Nursery in Scotland. Graceful, bushy,
extremely floriferous and tough as nails is how I
describe this undemanding, low-growing dwarf. R.
‘Ptarmigan’ blooms continuously and reliably for
many weeks in March – I wouldn’t be without it.

Rhododendron ‘Isola Bella’

The Brueckner hybrids of Ontario have been bred to
withstand the very cold winters of central Canada.
During a fortuitous nursery excursion several years
ago, I stumbled upon this lovely Brueckner hybrid
Rhododendron ‘Isola Bella’ that is good to -21 C.
Pink buds open to very pale pink/mauve flowers set
off by healthy leaves - attractive year round.

Hepatica nobilis
This delicate, semi-evergreen woodlander is very
slow-growing. Kidney-shaped leaves give way to
pink, white or blue flowers. H. nobilis can be happy
in an alpine dish for many years.
Fritillaria meleagris
One of the delights of spring is when the fritillarias
emerge and bloom. F. meleagris is quite versatile –
good in the woodland garden or in an alpine sunny
spot. Protect from bunnies and deer.

Page 5

Rhododendron ‘Checkmate’

Bronze winter foliage sets off the brilliant
lavender/pink flowers of this small-leafed, dwarf
hybrid and PJM relative. R. ‘Checkmate’ blooms in
March or April and brings much-needed colour to
the landscape.

North America Meets Europe
The 2018 ARS Convention will be in Bremen,
Germany. It will start around May 7, 2018, with
optional tours before and after the convention. The
schedule probably will change slightly in the next
couple of months.
First Pre-Tour: Optional 5 days visiting Dutch
Gardens including Keukenhof Gardens
Second Pre-Tour: Optional 2 days visiting RHODO
2018 Rhododendron Festival and Hachmann’s
Nursery
Third Pre-Tour: Optional 7 days visiting public and
private gardens in Denmark and Sweden
Convention: 6 day convention in Bremen from May
21 to 26 including 3 days of garden tours

Rhododendron ‘Thalia’ and Friend

This is not a commonly-grown shrub. R. ‘Thalia’ is
fairly tender, so enjoys the protection of a cool
greenhouse or covered porch during the coldest
part of winter. Glossy green leaves set off the pure
white, fragrant blossoms, making this plant well
worth the little extra trouble. Blooming in late
March, ‘Thalia’ earns her place, feeding the early
bumble bees.
Clearly, the early flowering shrubs and perennials
bring light and joy to our late winter gardens –
growing a few is well worth the effort to nurture
these hardy souls.

Post-Tour: Optional 4 days visiting gardens in
Finland.
Mark your calendar now! This is an opportunity not
to be missed. You can choose to start in Holland or
Germany with one of the 3 pre-tours or start with
the convention. Then you can choose to finish in
Germany after the convention or in Finland after the
post-convention tour. That means there are 8
possible combinations ranging from 6 days for just
the convention to 24 days if you do all pre and post
tours and the convention.
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
General Meeting
Held at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
February 16, 2017 at 7:30 pm
(Rescheduled from February 8 due to bad weather)
Minutes

In Linda Derkach’s absence, Glen Jamieson
welcomed members and guests with a quorum
of members and directors in attendance.
2019 ARS Conference Funds
The Executive brought forward the following
motion: Moved by Glen Jamieson that
MARS set aside $5,000 as seed money for
upfront early costs of the ARS Regional Fall
Conference which MARS will host on
September 27, 28 and 29, 2019.
The motion passed unanimously.
(The Parksville Community Centre and the
caterer have already been tentatively booked for
the event.).
Program
The panel discussion, a sort of Rhodos 101
followed. Panel members were all MARS
members: Lorne Hepting, Glen Jamieson and
Maria Bieberstein. Moderator Marilyn Dawson,
filling in for John England, used a Q&A format
and the panel covered a wide range of subjects
-- resources, how to choose rhododendrons,
container-growing, pruning and winter damage.
Despite this year’s heavy snow and early cold
snap, panel members reported little damage in
their areas which ranged from north Qualicum to
Nanoose.
Summer drought, a characteristic of eastern
Vancouver Island, is best handled, as far as
rhododendrons are concerned with mulch and
water. For container-growing, Glen suggested
the lighter potting mix is better than garden soil
and light-colored pots help to keep roots cool.
Business: A very short business meeting
followed the coffee break.
1. Marilyn Dawson reminded members of the
Rhododendron Show & Sale on April 22. Sign-

up sheets for volunteer duties will be ready at
the March meeting.
2. The MARS Bus Tour this year is a one-day
tour to Courtenay and Campbell River.
The door prize was Rhododendron ‘Blue Ox’.
Draw prizes were R. ‘Lori Eichelser’, R.
‘Ramapo’, a small mystery rhododendron,
‘Girard’s Hot Shot’ azalea, ‘Mother’s Day’ azalea
and a small sarcococca. Joanne Hamilton won
the door prize and a draw prize. Other winners
were Ross Renwick, Sandra Hemsworth,
Marnie Baird, Marilyn Dawson and Ed Liedke.
Meeting adjourned: 9:25 pm
.

Mid Island Floral Art Club
Thursday, March 9, 2017
2:00 pm
St. Stephens United Church Hall
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach.
The demonstration for this meeting:

Horizontal Linear Workshop
Everyone welcome!

Helleborus ‘Ivory Prince’ is one of the best
hybrids, blooming in February and March.
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