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MARS Meetings
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre

Next Meeting:
Wednesday,
October 11

Garth is well-known to MARS
and a highly respected grower
and propagator of
rhododendrons.
His photography is
second to none.
Come and learn more about
species rhododendrons for your
garden through his beautiful
photography.
More about Garth inside….
************************
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instrumental in developing and maintaining many of
the websites of the chapters in District 1, and
currently is the webmaster for the District 1 site.
His love of the genus rhododendron is manifested in
his plant-hunting travels to Nepal and China and his
visits to many gardens throughout Canada, the U.S.,
New Zealand, and Great Britain. He is an avid
photographer and chronicler of species
rhododendrons as well as being a Board member of
the Rhododendron Species Foundation.
Garth lives with his wife Sue in Comox where he is
always ready to set a new cutting, create a new
garden bed, mentor anyone interested in growing
rhododendrons and a myriad of other plants, and
read any book on plants and plant-hunters. As a
life-long learner Garth is keen to learn from others,
and as a life-long teacher he always sharing his
practical know-how with anyone interested.

As a 4-year-old, Garth was caught picking roses from
the rectory garden in his hometown of Seaford
Town, Jamaica. Explaining to the priest that the
little bouquet was meant as a gift for the priest,
Garth demonstrated early on that he was not only
fascinated with plants and flowers, but quick-witted
and keen to share his love of plants with others.
He first joined the Vancouver Rhododendron Society
in 1975 and remains a member to this day. He was
also one of the founding members of the Fraser
Valley Rhododendron Chapter. Garth is the
recipient of two Bronze medals – one from the
Vancouver Chapter and one from the Fraser Valley
Chapter. He received a Silver Medal from the
American Rhododendron Society in 2013. Relying
on the knowledge he gained as a math and
computer studies teacher, Garth has been

2018 ARS Convention
Bremen, Germany
Registration for ARS members only
will begin on September 1 and extend
until November 15. The registration
form will be made available on
September 1 at 12:01 am at
http://ars2018.org/registration.php.
http://ARS2018.org/ARS2018RegistrationStartsLetter.pdf

Space is limited.
Full details on the convention
are at http://ARS2018.org

African Safari
Travel adventures from a fellow Marsian

Story and Photos: Judy Wood
Although I had been on a safari in Kenya and South
Africa, I decided to do a safari in Botswana which I
had heard was very good. So in the spring of 2016, I
flew Vancouver to Johannesburg via London with 13
Americans and a South African guide. Our tour
company was Road Scholar (formerly Elderhostel).
From Johannesburg we flew to Maun, the main
airport for the Okovango Delta in Botswana and
extremely busy since it was high season.

We travelled by safari vehicle to our mobile tented
camp in Khwai River national park where we stayed
for three nights. Elephants wandered by the
perimeter, as did wild dogs but little attention was
paid to them. There were sounds of lions mating
(loudly) in the night. We each had our own tent
with bedroom, bucket shower area and toilet area.
After dark we were always escorted to our
accommodation by guides or security personnel. All
meals were outdoors in the dining tent and
delicious. Our daily happy hour had all imaginable
drink selections. Everything was included - even our
laundry. We started our morning game drives at
6:30am when it was about 13 degrees and required
a jacket. This was shed at the morning tea break
and it was about 34 degrees by the end of the drive.

Giraffes at the watering hole.

The spring dry season enables you to see the
animals better since they have to come to the water
to drink and they are not hidden by tall vegetation,
and it has not yet become too hot. When the rains
come later the area greens up and the animals are
difficult to spot.

Elephants at sunset.
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Carmine bee eaters

Back to camp by about 11 for brunch and free time
until 3:00 and off for the afternoon into night drive
where we saw the nocturnal animals. Back to camp
for happy hour and a big supper and bed about 9
pm.

Leopard dragging an impala up a tree.

During our time in Khwai we saw a leopard dragging
an impala up a tree (to prevent the lions or jackals
from getting it), a dead cape buffalo half eaten with
the three lions with full bellies lying in the shade
nearby. Meanwhile the vultures kept trying to creep
closer, dozens and dozens of birds, a pack of wild
dogs with the six adults lying in the shade while the
nine four-month-old pups played nearby. Many
giraffes and elephants came to the water to drink.
We viewed hippos in the water, baboons, monkeys
and too many hoofed animals to name, including
the dangerous cape buffalo.

destroying the vegetation behind our cabins while
we were at the dinner table. Because all three
camps that we were in are in National Parks or
Reserves there is no attempt to interfere with the
wildlife.

A menacing crowd!

Lion family resting

Then we flew in small planes to Kasane and had a
cruise on the Chobe River where we saw the little
elephants having to swim across the deeper sections
of water (with their trunks in the air like a snorkel),
and big crocodiles. Chobe National Park has the
highest concentration of elephants in the world. We
counted 65 on an island in the river and a similar
number of cape buffalo

Judy at Victoria Falls

Victoria Falls was worth seeing but would likely be
more spectacular during the rainy season. Our
second camp was Imbabala, a small private
concession in Zimbabwe. We saw the elephants

We enjoyed cruises on the Zambezi River as well as
the two daily game drives. Our accommodation was
in private thatched roof cabins. We then had two
flights to get to our last camp in Zambia (Livingstone
to Lukasa and on to Mfuwe). This was a big
improvement over my previous Kenya safari which
involved many long hours of drives getting from one
camp to another - here we flew. We were at
Mfuwe Lodge in South Luangwa National Park
where our cabins were powered by solar panels and
had huge bed sitting rooms, large bathrooms,
separate toilet area, and huge decks overlooking the
river.

The baboons and many of the hoofed animals
roamed freely among the cabins and the lions chose
to flop on one couple’s walkway one afternoon but
fortunately had moved by the time they were ready
to retire. The last morning my wake-up call was a
baboon shaking the steel louvres on my deck.
Page 4

The afternoon educational talks (with slides) at this
camp have been excellent. The meals were
excellent at all three camps and everyone claimed
they had gained weight. Zambia, like Botswana, has
a very stable economy and democratic government.
In Zimbabwe Mugabe is not stupid enough to
interfere with money making ventures like the
private game concessions.

Brown hooded Kingfisher

Huge crocodiles

When we arrived at the last lodge the lions had
killed a buffalo - which are abundant - and had
gorged themselves. Two days later there was
nothing left but a few bones, and the carcass had
been picked clean by hyenas and vultures.

Mama and baby elephant

Warthog and oxpicker on his back.

We had a game walk one morning (mainly looking
for tracks) and had a guide at the front and back of
our single file group of seven as well as a ranger with
a rifle. He said he has never had to shoot an animal
- just shot once in the air. We were told that the
animals do not view the safari vehicles as a source of
danger and that they know the park boundaries.
Of the many international trips that I have taken this
was one of the best!
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Note: If you have had a wonderful travel adventure –
with or without rhododendrons – your fellow Marsians
would be most interested to hear about it. Please send
your photos with a brief write-up to the Rhodovine Editor.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society General
Meeting Minutes
Held at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
September 13, 2017

Guest speaker for the first meeting of the
season was Daniel Mosquin, biodiversity and
research manager at UBCs Botanical Garden.
He is known for his plant photography and
this presentation on Ericaceae of Western
North America was well received, covering a
wide range of plants from California to
northern B.C. from large rhododendrons to
ground cover and small shrubs in between.
President Glen Jamieson followed the
presentation with a sort talk on lepidotes
and elepidotes.
Vice President Sherry Thompson conducted
the rest of the meeting starting with a call
for someone to look after the tea table.
Members of the Executive provided for the
September meeting. Seedy Saturday
representative Robin Benke then spoke
briefly about the organization encouraging
members to sign up as volunteers. Seedy
Saturday is the first Saturday in February
2018.
Business: 1. Guy and Kathy Loyer will chair
the 2018 Rhododendron Show and Sale on
April 21. Kathy asked for a few volunteers for
the planning committee with more needed
later.
2. Sherry Thompson will chair the Mother’s
Day Garden Tour and is also looking for
volunteers. First, the gardens need to be
selected this fall.
3. Membership chair Tony Ansdell said 18
people had renewed their memberships and
reminded us that the next few months are
renewal time for the coming year.

4. Tony gave a quick rundown on the
progress of the Species Garden at Milner
Gardens and Woodland and the plans for
the next few months. He also thanked all
those who had helped monitor the plants
through the summer months. There will be
calls for volunteers at various times for
weeding, mulching and fence building.
Interested members are encouraged to
contact Marilyn Dawson at
dawsom@shaw.ca . Art Lightburn will be
moving large plants soon and will also need
volunteer help. The province has given its
approval for the name of the garden. It will
be the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden
after Ted and Mary Greig who operated a
nursery at Royston and are well-known
internationally for identification and
propagation of species rhododendrons.
They are two of the few Canadians with a
gold medal from the American
Rhododendron Society.
5. On September 30 a propagation group
will go to Ken Webb’s in Victoria with
cuttings for the table centres for the 2019
Fall Convention. Sherry asked that cuttings
from those not going be delivered to Marilyn
Dawson’s by September 29. Car pools will be
arranged by Margot Moser.
6. Don Bridgen gave a brief explanation of
the process of taking cuttings for
propagation.
7. Susan Barry won the door prize of
Rhododendron ‘Nancy Evans’. Other prize
winners were Ray Walker, Diane Henders,
Alan Barry and Ann Zimmerman.
8. As a first step to updating the Proven
Performers list, members were asked to
identify plants that are now commercially
hard to find.
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Remembering Norm Todd
A Friend of MARS and All
Rhododendron Lovers

The family moved to Victoria in 1972 so
Norm could oversee construction of the
Institute of Ocean Sciences (Patricia Bay). He
remained there as Chief of Management
Services until his retirement in 1987.
Victoria’s rhododendrons inspired Norm. He
helped establish the Victoria chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society, an
organization he propagated as carefully as
any cutting in his greenhouse.
He shared his passion without reservation:
he published extensively, lectured and
consulted, organized conventions, and
charmed countless visitors over the years at
Firwood Nursery.

Norm Todd

Rhododendron enthusiast, nursery man,
writer and propagator, Norm Todd passed
away in Victoria on July 21, 2017.
Terry Richmond remembers Norm: “My
friend Norm Todd was thoughtful,
intelligent, knowledgeable and my primary
source for accurate, in-depth rhododendron
information, delivered with articulate
humour.”

Norm was husband of 63 years to Jean,
father to children Ian (Tobi) and Elizabeth
(Aaron), and beloved “Grumpy” to cherished
grandchildren Genevieve, Charles, and
Tucker.
(From Victoria Times Colonist July 30, 2017)

Norm finished making his long goodbye on
July 21 in Victoria, BC. A lover of
rhododendrons, a devourer of books, and a
grandfather of particular talent, Norm
always had time for a chat and a laugh. As a
young naval architect, Norm left his native
Scotland for Quebec City. Fiancee Jean soon
joined him and they married on a snowy
Christmas Eve in 1953.
In the 1960s, they began raising a family in
Ottawa, where Norm worked for the federal
government while earning a post-graduate
degree from Carleton University.

September brings silver tomentum on this
rhododendron, lighting up a shady glade in
Finnerty Gardens at UVic.
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Lepidotes and Elepidotes:
A Brief Review
Words: Glen Jamieson

•

Lepidote rhododendrons have scales on the
underside of their leaves which protect the
plant's stomata (leaf pores) through which
oxygen, carbon dioxide, and water vapor
pass.

•

The scales have evolved to regulate
moisture exchange, to help keep water in the
cells in dry times, and help shed it in times of
abundance. This allowed plants evolving in
the tropics to live in the quick-drying forest
duff on the very thin soils of the tropics, or
even epiphytically on rocks or tree trunks.

•

Elepidotes, on the other hand, are without
scales to cover their stomata.

•

Cold brings many of the same demands as
do the tropics on a plant, such as desiccating
it with dry winds, and scales have evolved to
become adept at dealing with either harsh
cold or heat. As a result, lepidote
rhododendrons have adapted and spread to
nearly all environments, from tropical jungles
and Siberian woodlands to mountain
meadows and alpine tundra. Because of this
wide tolerance of soils, temperatures and
exposures, they are especially useful to
gardeners in more extreme environmental
habitats.

•

•

o e.g., R. williamsianum, R. calophytum,
R. arboreum. R. bureavii, R. decorum,
R. rex, R. yunnanense, R. quinquefolium
Azaleas
o Eastern North American azaleas
o Asian species
 R. kiusianum, R. schlippenbachii,
 R. stenopetalum ‘Linearifolium’

Lepidote Rhododendron Species
• R. groenlandicum (Labrador Tea), R. keiskei,
R. minus, R. impeditum, R. cinnabarinum,
• R. edgeworthii, R. rubiginosum, R. augustinii
• R. ‘PJM’, R. ‘April Rose’
• All vireyas

Rhododendron edgeworthii is a lepidote species
rhododendron. Increasingly, this marginally hardy
rhododendron is being grown successfully in Vancouver
Island gardens in more protected spots.

Other lepidote adaptations, such as fast
regrowth after predation from grazing
animals, and early bloom to deal with a short
growing season in cold climates, give us a
plant that is easily pruned to shape and that
flowers early [to take advantage of a short
growing season], again advantageous to
northern gardeners.

Elepidote Rhododendron Species
Rhododendrons
• North American species
o e.g., R. catawbiense, R. macrophyllum
• Asian species

Rhododendron quinquefolium is an example of an
elepidote rhododendron. This species rhododendron has
very distinctive and attractive foliage.
Photos: Linda Derkach
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Qualicum Beach Garden Club
Meeting
Tuesday, October 10, 2017
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Doors open at 7 pm
Meeting starts at 7:30 pm
Topic: Putting Your Garden to Bed
Speaker: Amy Robson
All welcome. Guests: $3
Annual Membership: $15

Mid Island Floral Art Club
Thursday, October 12
Workshop

Volunteers Needed

February 3, 2018
is the date for the 16th
Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday.
The success of every year is due to
the generous support of our volunteers
and we need your help to accomplish
that success again.
The shifts are a short 2 hours long,
which leaves lots of time to enjoy the
speakers and the rest of the venue.
Please sign up when I come to your
meeting or use the link to access the
Volunteer Application.

St. Stephens Church Hall at 2:00
Non-Members $6.00
Contact Deanne 250-752-1858

https://www.qbseedysaturday.ca/volun
teer-application/

Eaglecrest Garden Club

The team is looking forward
to working with you.
Robin Benke, Volunteer Coordinator

Wednesday, October 18 at 7 pm

Nanoose Garden Club

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

Figs for Life

Speaker: Barbara Ebell,
Nanoose Edibles
Topic: Planning a Year-Round Home Garden

watering woes, pollinators
and food sustainability
For more info: Jenny 250-954-3888

Speaker: Devmurti Khalsa
(Denman Island Fig Farm)
When: Friday, October 6 at 1:15 pm
Where: Nanoose Library Hall
(corner of NW Bay Road & Nanoose Road)
All welcome - Guests: $3
info@nanoosegardenclub.ca
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September Song: Beauty in the Autumn Garden
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach

Finnerty Gardens at the University of Victoria strives to be a four-season garden – and it certainly does
not disappoint. In autumn, there is beauty in the smallest blossom or the dying leaves as they make
their way from shady canopy to beneficial leaf mulch.
A walk in Finnerty in September shows a different side of the garden that we enjoyed in May, with the
quiet beauty of fall taking centre stage. Open all year round and free to the public, it is worth a visit any
time of year.

This magnolia is likely in its second bloom for the year.

A fairly large shrub, woodlander Leycesteria formosa (Himalayan Honeysuckle) fares well in sun or part shade. Pendant spikes with
small white flowers among purple-red brachts hang around from summer into fall, followed by berries through winter.
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The stumpery at Finnerty has been developing nicely over the past few years. Here woodlanders thrive in old stumps and
roots that offer a comfortable home to native plants as well as exotics. Many ferns thrive here as well.

Enjoying each other’s company, rhododendrons, Asplenium scolopendrium (Hart’s tongue fern),
brunnera (likely ‘Jack Frost’), and maiden hair ferns love this rocky and partly shaded planting area.
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Kirengeshoma palmata (Yellow wax-bells) is a modest fall bloomer with great architectural leaves.

This huge mahonia provides a great backdrop for the lovely seed heads of a tall allium.

