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This Month:

Christmas
Party

DECEMBER 2017

MARS Meetings
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre

Next Meeting:
Wednesday,

January 10, 2018
There is no meeting
in December.

A Village Christmas:: Elaine Derkach

Saturday,
December 9
Home of Jane
and Ray Walker
Photo: Glen Jamieson

Please see more
information on
page 2….

Man and machine moved huge
species rhododendrons from Art
Lightburn’s garden to the Species
Rhododendron Garden at Milner.
Lots more photos inside so we can
all share in the wonder of moving
gigantic rhododendrons.
Inside…..
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MARS Christmas Party
Saturday, December 9
Home of Jane and Ray Walker
824 San Malo Crescent
Parksville
Appies: 5:00 pm
Dinner: 6:00 pm
Fun and Games and Prizes
For One and All

Please bring…
• The Potluck Dish you
signed up for
• A beverage of your choice

Please do NOT bring…
• Potatoes
• Cutlery, dishes, glasses

And for our annual
charitable donations…
• Cash or cheque donation for
SOS and the Salvation Army
• Outdoor clothing for MANNA
Scarves*Gloves*Jackets*Toques
Forgotten what you said you would bring to
the potluck? Please call Marilyn!
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MARS Photography Evening
January 10, 2018
Digital Entries only please

Deadline: January 1, 2018
Once again, we are featuring photos from our fellow
Marsians for this evening of great photography.
We encourage everyone to send up to 12 of their
favourite photos as per the instructions below:
1. Email your digital photos to Glen Jamieson at:
Glenj02@yahoo.ca with “MARS Photo night” in the
subject line. Glen will prepare a PowerPoint
presentation with all entries.
2. Email instructions
On the subject line, please enter the category the
photo is intended for and the name of the
rhododendron or plant or scene, if known. This is
not a contest, and pictures you took that showcase
your garden or plants, special photos that you took
on garden tours or in someone else’s garden, etc.
are all welcome.
3. Categories
1. Single Rhododendron Truss
2. Whole Rhododendron Plant
3. Foliage Rhododendron
4. Companion Plant
5. Garden Scene
6. Creative/Artistic photos altered by technology
NOTE: Please enter only two photos per category.
Deadline for submitting digital photos is Jan 1,
2017.
4. Participants are welcome to explain what their
photos mean to them when they are presented…if
they wish.

Upcoming Programs

Marsians in New Zealand…

January 10, 2018
❖ Members’ Photography Night
February 14, 2018
❖ Expert Panel
March 14, 2018
❖ David Sellars

Events and Activities:
December 9, 2017
❖ MARS Christmas Party
❖ Home of Jane and Ray Walker

April 21, 2018
❖ MARS Rhododendron Show
and Sale, Parksville
May 12 and 13, 2018
❖ MARS Mother’s Day Weekend
Garden Tour
May 20 to 27, 2018
❖ ARS 2018 Convention
Bremen, Germany

John Deniseger and June Bouchard, associate
members of MARS, visited with Noela Knight –
MARS member residing in New Zealand – during the
New Zealand Rhododendron Conference.

The Eaglecrest Garden Club
will not have a monthly meeting
for December\January and will
hold their
First Meeting of 2018 on
Wednesday, February 21
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7 PM @QBCC

The Species Garden
at Milner…
…And the Work Goes On…

Jake (NIRS) manning a wheelbarrow.

Marilyn (MARS) and Art (NRS) joyously
spreading yards and yards of mulch around the
new little plants!

Craig, Art, Susan (NRS) and Art (MARS)
working on the
gigantic pile of mulch.
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Marilyn supervises while Elaine and Art
dump their loads of mulch.
******************************************

Acer palmatum ‘Osakasuki’ has
brilliant fall colour and loves
to hang out with rhododendrons.

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron
Society General Meeting
Held at the Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre November 8, 2017 at 7:30 pm
Adoption of Amended MARS Constitution
and Bylaws
With more than a quorum of members in
attendance, President Glen Jamieson turned
the floor over to Linda Derkach for
explanation. The province requires all B.C.
societies to make the transition to the new
Societies Act by November 2018. Since the
MARS bylaws have not been amended for
many years, it made sense to review and
update many clauses in the bylaws, which
Linda and Marilyn Dawson have done.
Draft constitution and bylaws were
circulated via email to the members for
discussion and approval at a general meeting
of the members.
Moved by Ray Walker and seconded by Tony
Ansdell that the amended constitution and
bylaws be accepted as previously circulated.
Carried unanimously.
Ernest Wilson, Plant Hunter
A short presentation on plant hunter Ernest
Wilson followed. Linda Derkach had visited
the Memorial Garden at Chipping Campden,
England. Wilson was a famed plant hunter
over 100 years ago, responsible for
introducing more than 1,200 species into
cultivation, including many rhododendrons.

After the coffee break, members gathered
around Don Bridgen to learn the finer points
of propagating rhododendrons and other
plants from cuttings and then moved to
several tables to pot up cuttings they had
brought or were given by other members.
The soil mix was provided, but members
brought their own pots.
BUSINESS:
1. Members were reminded that the
Christmas Party is on Saturday, December 9
at the home of Ray and Jane Walker. A signup sheet was available. This year turkeys will
be provided by Quality Food Vouchers and
several members offered to donate a
voucher.
2. Glen asked members to send their photos
to him before year end for the January Photo
Night.
3. Milner Species Garden has called a
planting session for Friday, November 10
when a Bobcat will be on site to move the
large rhododendrons. Several members
indicated they would be there early for
volunteer duties.
4. The door prize was Rhododendron
‘Pomegranate Splash’ won by Karen Bennett.
Other prize winners were: Bryan Fischer,
Kathy Loyer, Arlene England, Sandra Rosang
and John DeBoer.
Meeting Adjourned: 9:30 pm
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Rhododendron Species Garden Takes Shape…
As you know, much work has been carried out over the past two years or more to bring the dream of a
species garden at Milner to life – thanks to the many volunteers from Nanaimo, MARS, Victoria,
Cowichan Valley and North Island clubs!
Huge strides have been made this year, including the soil preparation that will be home to wondrous
new plants. Many smaller rhododendrons were planted in the spring and diligently tended and watered
over the summer.
And then this month, Art and Susan Lightburn managed to get the big rhododendrons out of the ground
at their place, and moved onto tarps. Windsor Plywood donated the use of a Bobcat to move the plants
onto the pallets for their journey from the Lightburn garden to Milner. While other work was completed
at Milner, Marilyn Dawson and Art Lightburn mapped out where the new giants would be located. On
Friday morning, the Bobcat gingerly picked up each rhododendron and placed it near where it would be
planted. The planting crew scooped out the soil and pulled the plant into position. Then Art used his
new tool – created just for this day - to slit the tarp first one side while the crew pushed the root ball up
and then the other side. It was then relatively easy to remove the tarp. Soil was pushed up around the
plants. A dollop of fish fertilizer and the mulch was pushed back into place. It was great weather for
planting – cool and cloudy for the plants - and for the volunteers – no rain. A busy but fun day.
Following are some great photos of how Planting Day proceeded.
Photos: Glen Jamieson
Words: Marilyn Dawson and Linda Derkach

Giants of the Genus Rhododendron lined up, snug in their swaddling waiting for their
turn to get their feet in the ground.

Members of MARS and Nanaimo RS get ready to spring into action.

Getting the site ready for the first transplant…
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A healthy and elegant huge rhododendron being manoeuvered into place…

Almost there….
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First, the twine must be removed…

The plant is manoeuvered into place….
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Many hands needed to move this giant into place….

Geoff Ball operating the Bobcat….
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Twine is carefully removed so as not to damage the bark…

Art holds the special tool designed to cut the tarp once the plant is in place.
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It takes a lot of tough women and men to move one of these giants to ensure
that the trunk is not separated from the root ball.

Placing the heavy root ball on a plastic sheet is an effective way to move a rhododendron
along the ground to its final resting place.
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The plant is rolled on its side so that the plastic tarp can be slit and removed before planting.

The special planting medium is moved around the freshly planted rhododendron.
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