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Finnerty Gardens and
Carmen Varcoe

April 11, 2018
❖ Carmen Varcoe
• Finnerty Gardens, Victoria
May 9, 2018
❖ Nancy Moore
• Shade Gardens

Events and Activities:
April 21, 2018
❖ MARS Rhododendron Show and
Sale, Parksville
April 22, 2018
❖ Formal Opening of the Grieg
Rhododendron Species Garden at
Milner Gardens and Woodland

Rhododendron ‘Mrs. Jamie Fraser’
is spectacular in May at Finnerty Gardens.
Without a doubt, Finnerty Gardens is one of the
finest public gardens in Canada. This botanical oasis
has evolved over the past 25 years, and includes
rhododendrons, a stumpery, roses, vines,
woodlanders, rare and unusual trees, and a host of
other horticultural treasures. And for much of that
time, Carmen Varcoe has been a member of the
Advisory Board.
Carmen will share her knowledge and passion for
Finnerty Gardens.

May 12 and 13, 2018
❖ MARS Mother’s Day Weekend
Garden Tour
June 19 and 20, 2018
❖ MARS Bus Tour to Surrey,
Langley, Chilliwack
June 23, 2018
❖ MARS Summer Wind-up Party
Rhododendron bauhiniiflorum
is one of many fine species rhododendrons at Finnerty.
Photos: Linda Derkach

Mason Bee Time
Rose and Jim McCulley
J & R Farm, Nanaimo
(Editor`s Note: Rose presented this information at
our March meeting, and has generously supplied this
information so that we can be successful with our
Mason Bees.)

It’s Mason Bee time – time to get your yard and
garden set up with the amazing #1 pollinating bee.
Your Mason Bees will supply you with more and
larger fruit. Although this bee is the first bee out –
usually - it’s also finished early as well.
You can get your yard started by putting up a
structure either south or south- east or south west –
never north and never on a tree. The side of a
building and under an overhang is best. Wood is the
best material to use with a good over hang to protect
the bees from the weather. Cardboard tubes are
also preferred over other types of material. You can
make your own tube out of coloured construction
paper or parchment paper. A 5 3/4 inch hole is best
as it will hold a 6 inch long tube and this will give you
more female bees for next year’s supply. Always
keep some empty tubes in your structure because, if
you don’t, your bees will leave your yard and you will
lose your pollinating.
The process the bee uses is this: have your yard
set-up when it’s 16-20 degrees C for 5 or 6 days or
when you see the dandelions. The heat from Mother
Nature tells the bees it’s time to eat out of their
cocoons and go to work. The boys come out first
and wait for the girls. The girls come out 5 or 6 days
after the boys. The boys fertilize the girls and then

the boys die. The girls then work until they run out of
eggs and then the girls die having left their legacy for
their species to survive for another year.
Before the females start to lay their eggs, they must
first find a mud source. A female will seal the back of
the tube with mud. Then she is off to your blossoms
to pollinate for you. She returns to the structure
where she hatched out of her cocoon. She enters
the tube and produces a nectar pollen lump which is
very sticky. She comes out of the tube, backs in,
lays an egg on the pollen lump. Then she’s off to the
mud pile again, back to the tube and produces
another mud wall, creates another pollen lump, lays
another egg and continues this over and over again
until the tube is full. Then she picks another tube
and continues until she is out of eggs. She is a very
hard worker and very smart. She decides the sex of
the eggs that she lays and she puts all the girls in
the back of the tube and always two boys in the front
of the tube. If her eggs are not fertilized, she will still
lay eggs but can only lay male eggs.
The Mason Bee is usually starting to work about mid
March and is usually out of eggs by mid to end of
June. As long as she is busy working and mudding
up the ends of tubes, you know she has filled your
tube with eggs for next year’s bees. At this point you
simply store your mudded-up tubes in a metal
container like an old cookie tin with small holes
drilled in it for oxygen. When you don’t see any
more bees going in and out of your tubes, you know
the Mason Bees are out of eggs and are finished for
the season. At this point, take down your structure
and store your Mason Bee nest and all full and
empty tubes separately. All full, mudded-up tubes
can be stored in a cool dark place, e.g., a nonheated basement, garage, shed or out building.
Rodents, mice, rats, etc. can smell the nectar and
would love a yummy gourmet meal. The eggs in the
tubes need to grow until the end of September and
into October. At this point, they are adult Mason
Bees inside a silk cocoon and can withstand a
washing process.
To wash the cocoons: soak the tubes in warm (not
hot) water for about five minutes and unravel the
tubes. Rinse the cocoons in water, transfer to a
colander. Next, put about 1/2 teaspoon of bleach in
about two inches water, soak the cocoons for a few
minutes and return them to the colander. Rinse the

cocoons under running water to remove the bleach
from the cocoons and place the cocoons on layers of
paper towel on a cookie sheet to air dry. Keep
changing towels until no moisture is visible. Then
return loose cocoons back into the cookie tin. This
process will help to remove destructive mites on the
cocoons.

ARS District 1 Meets

Store all winter until next spring and start the
process all over again.
Next spring at Mason Bee time, use a pill bottle,
earring box, or similar container with an emerge hole
(approximately ¼ inch) to put your cocoons in.
Attach the container to the structure and when the
temperature is right, the bees will start the process
all over again.
Good luck and happy pollinating.
Jim & Rose McCulley
J&R Farm, Nanaimo
Questions? Anyone can contact Jim or Rose from
10 am till 10 pm - 7 days a week at
250-754-8351 or email mccus@shaw.ca

Members from the seven ARS Chapters in BC met at
Horseshoe Bay to share ideas, deliberate issues and
reconnect after the long winter.

Brave and Beautiful

Mid-Island Floral Art Club
Thursday, April 12, 2018
2:15 pm (doors open 2:00)
St. Stephen's United Church Hall
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach
Join us for a presentation by Paul Jaras, AIFD - Paul
will use natural materials, including some found
locally and contributed by Club members in
combination with man-made or commercially
available supplies and fresh flowers. He will explore
the contrasts and complementary qualities of "the
natural and man-made" in floral designs with a
structural component. From contemporary to
organic, he experiments in a variety of styles,
sharing his tireless imagination and keen sense of
aesthetic. He believes that with open-minded
curiosity one can live a creative life, where passion is
fueled by discovery and inspiration drives design.
Visitor fee: $10.00
For more information please contact:
Deanne at 250-752-1858

Rhododendron ‘Isola Bella’
An early bloomer that is not often grown is
Rhododendron ‘Isola Bella’. This very hardy
and cold tolerant shrub was developed by
Brueckner to withstand cold Ontario weather.
She does not disappoint – seen here blooming
through all our cold weather with no damage
to her flowers or leaves. A brute for
punishment, my long-suffering specimen has
been moved many times in my garden, and now
has earned a well-deserved place in a new
planting bed – delighting all with her masses
of long-lasting pink and white blossoms.
Words & Photo: Linda Derkach
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Greig Rhododendron
Species Garden at Milner

Blooming right now….

What’s happening….
Formal Opening of the
Species Garden takes place on
Sunday, April 22, 2018 at 1 pm
All Welcome!
Vancouver Island University's Milner Gardens &
Woodland along with the five District 1 Island
Chapters of the American Rhododendron Society
will be officially opening the new Greig
Rhododendron Species Garden at Milner Gardens
and Woodland on Sunday, April 22nd at 1:00 pm.
This new addition to Milner Gardens & Woodland
has been many years in the making and we are
looking forward to welcoming our members and
guests in to this new space. The Greig
Rhododendron Species Garden is a long-term
project that will take years to fully complete.
However it is already a place of beauty and interest
that deserves to be thoroughly enjoyed, starting this
spring.

Rhododendron barbatum

Rhododendron ririei

Species Garden volunteers June, John, Doug,
Marilyn and Sherry behind the camera spreading
mulch in the species garden…
Photos: Sherry Thompson

Rhododendron sutchuenense
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Rhododendron Show and Sale

•

Saturday, April 21, 2018
•
•
•
•
•
MARS Truss Show 2017

Truss Show Procedures and Regulations
Here are the rules for the annual MARS
Rhododendron Show and Plant Sale. Following are
details of how and when to enter your trusses
(rhododendron blooms).
1. Eligibility
Exhibits in most categories will be accepted from
members of MARS and non-members in the area.
Note the Novice category is open only to new MARS
members (three years or less). All members of a
household will be considered to be one exhibitor.
2. Entries
All entries shall have been grown by the
exhibitor for at least 6 months and primarily
cared for by the competitor. Only one entry of each
name in each category per exhibitor please. For
example, R. macabeanum could be entered in the
species category and the appropriate color category,
but not twice in the same category. Extra blooms
are encouraged but will be for display only.
All entries should be taken from plants grown
without artificial protection, except for the category
‘Protected’ which is for the non-hardy.
3. Definitions
• Species: Botanically identified plants originating
from seeds or cuttings

Hybrid: Plants resulting from cross-breeding of
more than one species, hybrid or combination
thereof
Truss: A single rachis, i.e. all florets coming from
one bud
Spray: Multi-stems emerging from a single stem
Hammerhead: Truss with multiple rachies
emanating from a single terminal
Unknowns: A bloom whose identity is unknown
to the owner and therefore cannot be judged;
Unknowns provide extra color for the Exhibition
Table.

4. Exhibitors
• Shall make an effort to identify each truss
• Entries will be accepted from 7 am to 8.30 am at
the Parksville Curling Club
• Entries and ribbons may be removed at 2 pm,
but not before.
5. Preparation of Trusses
• Blooms should be selected when they are at the
peak of their development
• Blooms should be cut from well-watered plants
during the coolest part of the day
• Blooms should be carefully groomed. Damaged
or dead twigs, leaves, bud scales and flower pips
should be removed
• Cleaning or washing of leaves is advised, but no
artificial polishing is allowed
• Use suitable containers to retain water during
transportation to the show. Chemical additives
to preserve bloom freshness can be used.
Participants’ guide: Everyone who has blooming
plants in their garden is encouraged to bring trusses
either for judging or display. All categories, except
the Novice category, are open to members and nonmembers alike. The Novice category is open to
MARS members only.
Members should familiarize themselves with the
categories and, a few days before the show, look
around their garden and see what can be entered.

Categories are: Red, Pink, White, Blue Collection,
Yellow Collection, Foliage, Lax Truss, Spray, Species
Large Leaf, Species Small Leaf, Hammerhead, Novice
and Protected (such as madenii and vireyas that
need winter protection here).
The Four-Step Process to Enter Blooms in the MARS
Rhododendron Show
1. Register
Proceed to the Registration Table, sign in and pick
up a competitor number and a number of dots. You
will need a dot for each entry.
Proceed to the Labelling Table and leave your list of
Truss names. Lists will be taken in order. Please
don’t shout out entry names. There may be a wait
for plant names if a lot of people come at the same
time.

MARS Bus Tour
June 19 and 20, 2018
Location: Surrey, White Rock,
Langley, Chilliwack
7 Fabulous Gardens - 1 Nursery & Garden
There are a few seats left….
email: lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Here are some scenes from two of the gardens we
will visit….

2. Put Trusses in Bottles
Nearby is a table with bottles and corks. Take one
bottle for each truss, put a numbered dot on the
side of each bottle, making sure first that it is dry.
Don’t turn the bottle over; it’s full of water. Place a
truss into each bottle using a cork to hold it securely
if necessary.
3. Label Trusses
Leave trusses on the Work Table and go to the
Labelling Table to pick up labels. Take trusses and
labels to the Holding Table. At any stage, feel free
to ask for help.
4. Position Trusses in their Categories
From the Holding Table, trusses will be taken by a
designated volunteer to the judging area and placed
in the appropriate category. The label is placed in
front of each truss. All categories are clearly
labelled.
All trusses must be in place by 8:30 am so judging
can start on time. Late entries will go to the
Exhibition Table. Please bring as many extra trusses
as you can for the Exhibition Table.
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
General Meeting held Tuesday, March 6,
2018 at
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Minutes
President Glen Jamieson opened the meeting,
and welcomed guests Charlene Sandilands,
Barb Croft and Liz Cullen. There were 47
members and guests present. Glen thanked
Maria Bieberstein, John and Donna DeBoer,
Laurene Ebbett and Judy Millicheap for bringing
goodies for the meeting. Also, thanks to John
de Boer for taking care of coffee and tea.
1. Program – Rose McCully and Mason Bees
Glen introduced Rose McCully who gave us an
informative and very entertaining presentation
on Mason Bees. Rose shared her considerable
knowledge, experience and passion for these
very industrious pollinators. Mason bees come
out early and are done quite early – before other
bees and bumble bees. Rose believes that they
do their best work with fruit trees. Unfortunately,
mason bees are not effective pollinating
blueberries as the blossoms need to be vibrated
– unless the mason bee is riding piggy back on
a bumble bee. Using mason bees will result in
more fruit and larger fruit. While there is much to
learn about the very best way to nurture and
care for these helpful early bees, Rose stressed
the essential and basic needs. Mason bees
need a wood structure with a good overhang
and cardboard tubes in which to lay their eggs
for future generations. She also warned us
about predators and how to protect Mason bees
from birds, mites, ants, parasitic wasps and
woodpeckers. Rose warned us about some
mason bee homes and tubes on the market that
do not work well and why they should be
avoided. The very important process for storing
and cleaning the mason bee cocoons was
discussed in detail. Starter kits were available
for purchase.
Following the coffee break, Glen gave a short
educational talk about Azaleas.

2. Show and Grow
Dan brought pots of alpine plants including
Trillium rivale, and a pot of Ypslandia – all in
bloom having been in the greenhouse.
Dawn brought boughs of Rhododendron ‘Snow
Lady’.
3. MARS Plant Show and Sale – Saturday,
April 21, 2018
Chair Kathy Loyer asked for volunteers to help
at the show. She emphasized that trusses must
be brought into the curling rink between 7:00 am
and 8:30 which is the deadline. For the MARS
Plant Table, healthy plants need to be brought
in on Friday afternoon, April 20 for pricing and
set up. Please do not bring any invasive plants.
4. MARS Garden Tour – May 12 and 13, 2018
Nicola and Linda stressed the need for
volunteers to sign up to sit at gardens prior to
the April meeting. Sitter instructions and free
ticket to the tour will be provided at the MARS
meeting on April 11.
5. MARS Bus Tour – June 19 and 20, 2018
Linda outlined the six public and private gardens
that we will visit. The cost is $80 plus hotel.
Detailed information will be provided in the next
week or so.
6. Membership:
Tony reported that we have 64 memberships
that represent 100+ members, three students,
11 associate members and one corporate
membership.
7. MARS Summer Wind-up Party – Saturday,
June 23, 2018
More information soon.
8. Fertilizer
Terry Richmond invited folks to sign up for
organic fertilizer from Borden’s in Victoria. He
will pick up the fertilizer and deliver to next
meeting. Please contact Terry if you are
interested.
Page 8

9. MARS/Nanaimo Mini Fall Conference –
Sunday, October 28, 2018
The two clubs have joined together to organize
a full day conference to be held at the Parksville
Community and Conference Centre. The
conference is scheduled from
10 am to 4 pm and will be open to all
rhododendron club members in BC as well as
members of other garden clubs in the area.
10. Prize Plants:
Door Prize: Rhododendron ‘Silver Skies’ Other
Prizes: R. ‘Loderi King George’, ‘Honey Butter’,
‘Mrs. G. W. Leak’ and a pink and white azalea in
full bloom.
Winners were Gillian Walker, Dawn House,
Jane Walker, Don Bridgen, Barbara Kulla.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:45
pm.
Eaglecrest Garden Club
Wednesday, April 18 at 7:00 pm
(doors open at 6:30 pm)
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Guests: $3
Speaker: Laurene Ebbett
speaking on and presenting numerous
photographs of
Public and Private Gardens of England, Wales
and Ireland and The Chelsea Garden Show
Qualicum Beach Garden Club

Tuesday, April 10, 2018
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Doors open: 7 pm Meeting: 7:30 pm

Diana Walker speaking on
The German Texan Botanist Ferdinand Jacob Lindheimer
All are welcome, guests are charged $3. Of course
you can join the club for an annual fee of $15!

The Deciduous Azaleas of Rhododendron
subgenus Hymenanthes
Glen Jamieson

Deciduous azalea species are naturally most
common in North America, and virtually all
rhododendron growers in the east either have them
in their gardens or have seen them growing wild,
where they put on spectacular floral displays in the
spring. While there is only one species growing wild
in the west, many western gardeners at least have
deciduous azalea hybrids, both for their impressive
flower colours and for their fragrance.
Subgenus Hymenanthes
• includes the large leaf, evergreen, elepidote
(without scales) rhododendrons (what most of
us think of when we think of a rhododendron)
• also includes most of the deciduous azaleas
• This subgenus contains two sections (a lower
level of plant classification), which collectively
have about 157 species
• Here, I will only discuss in detail the deciduous
azaleas.
Subgenus Hymenanthes has a wide distribution in
the temperate Northern Hemisphere. The subgenus
initially had one section:
Rhododendron section Ponticum, divided into 24
subsections and about 140 species.
• This section’s species are evergreen shrubs and
small to medium-sized trees (up to 20 m (66 ft)
tall), with medium-sized to large leaves (very
large, over 40 cm (1.3 ft) long, in a few species),
and are what many of us think of when we refer
to a rhododendron. The flowers are large and
are produced in terminal trusses of 5-40 flowers.
Section Pentanthera
• In Goetsch et al. (2005), the subgenus was
expanded by scientists studying DNA
relationships by adding section Pentanthera,
which contains most of the deciduous azaleas.
However, newer data are showing that the
studied genes of rhododendrons in section

•

Pentanthera look a lot like those genes in
another genetic grouping, even though based on
morphology, these two groupings would never
be considered close relatives (B. Hall, pers.
comm.), which suggests more understanding is
needed to clarify systematic relationships.
This section has 18 species. Sixteen of these
species are indigenous to North America, with
15 found only in eastern North America.

Section Pentanthera (two subsections)
This is a group of closely related, highly ornamental
deciduous plants that are commonly called
“azaleas”.
• Subsection Pentanthera (17 species)
• Subsection Sinensia (one species, R. molle (Japan
and China))
Subsection Pentanthera
Sixteen of the 17 species recognized in this section
(listed below) are indigenous to North America.
R. alabamense
R. arborescens
R. atlanticum
R. austrinum
R. calendulaceum
R. canadense
R. canescens
R. colemanii
R. cumberlandense
R. eastmanii
R. flammeum
R. luteum
R. occidentale
R. periclymenoides
R. prinophyllum
R. prunifolium
R. viscosum
Note: R. vaseyi (Pink Shell Azalea), which is also
endemic to eastern North America, being found in
both North and South Carolina) belongs to a totally
different Rhododendron subgenus, namely
Subgenus Azaleastrum. This subgenus and its
species will be discussed further in another article.

Taxonomic relationships between deciduous
azaleas are still unclear, and so the deciduous
azaleas are grouped below firstly by flower colour,
and secondly by their genetic characteristics.
1. Orange to red-flowered, with a blotch on the
upper corolla lobe, defines two primarily orange
to red-flowered groups
• Species not indigenous to eastern North
America and which have a Tertiary Period (66
to 2.6 million years ago) disjunct (species
widely separated) distribution.
• Species indigenous to eastern North
America.
2. Also indigenous to eastern North America, the
pink to white flowering species
3. Again indigenous to eastern North America, the
white species
4. Again indigenous to eastern North America, the
purple flowering species
Orange to red-flowered, with a blotch on the upper
corolla lobe, defines two primarily orange to redflowered groups
The first group has a Tertiary Period (66 to 2.6
million years ago) disjunct (species widely
separated) distribution and comprises R. luteum
and R. occidentale.
R. luteum (Yellow azalea or Honeysuckle azalea,
ranges from Poland and Austria south through the
Balkans and east to the Caucasus) – very fragrant
yellow flowers and great late fall leaf colour.

Glen Jamieson Photo

R. luteum
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R. occidentale (Western azalea or California azalea,
ranges from Southern Oregon to the mountains of
San Diego county, California) - sparkling white or
pink flowers, marked with a bright yellow to orange
spot, with a delightfully sweet and spicy clove
fragrance.

Don Wallace Photos

Azalea Toxicity
•

The first written account of rhododendrons goes
back to the 4th Century B. C. in Greece. It
relates to the poisoning of ten thousand soldiers
by honey of R. luteum. Rhododendron poisoning
has since been confirmed repeatedly. A
poisonous compound is found in rhododendron
nectar, producing low blood pressure, shock and
even death.

•

Grayanotoxins cause the intoxication, and
specific grayanotoxins vary with the plant
species. Leaves of R. occidentale are also toxic if
eaten.

•

Intoxication is rarely fatal and generally lasts for
no more than 24 hours. Generally the disease
induces dizziness, weakness, excessive
perspiration, nausea, and vomiting shortly after
the toxic honey is ingested. Other symptoms
that can occur are low blood pressure or shock,
bradyarrhythima (slowness of the heart beat
associated with an irregularity in the heart
rhythm), or sinus bradycardia (a slow sinus
rhythm).

•

Children in North Korea have died after eating
azalea flowers. Adults know what to eat and
what not, but young children can’t tell and may
just put anything in their mouths if they are
hungry. A few years ago, some ate fistfuls of
azalea petals several times and nine died of
poisoning.
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Species indigenous to eastern North America:
R. austrinum, R. calendulaceum,
R. cumberlandense, R. flammeum, and
R. prunifolium
R. austrinum (Florida flame azalea, Honeysuckle
azalea, Southern yellow azalea, or Orange azalea,
ranges through Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
and Mississippi) – has showy, fragrant flowers in
shades of yellow or cream to nearly red that
particularly attract hummingbirds.

R. cumberlandense (Cumberland azalea, found in
Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina,
Georgia and Alabama.) Moderately sized flowers
ranging from yellowish-orange to deep red. Blooms
very late, from June into August, after the leaves are
fully expanded. Like R. calendulaceum, variable in
flower color but is usually a darker red.

Don Hyatt Photo

Don Hyatt Photo

R. austrinum

R. calendulaceum (Flame azalea, ranges from
southern New York to northern Georgia) One of the
most spectacular native shrubs with flowers larger
than most of the other native azaleas; tremendously
variable in leaf pubescence and flower color; in a
range of colors from clear yellow, through shades of
orange, to brilliant red. This species flowers early in
the spring and is a tetraploid, whereas all other
azaleas mentioned here are diploid.

R. cumberlandense

R. flammeum (Oconee azalea, found from central
Georgia to South Carolina) Flowers are not fragrant,
open before the leaves have formed and come in
shades of yellowish orange, through orange to deep
red.

Don Hyatt Photo

R. flammeum
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Hans Eiberg Photo

R. calendulaceum

R. prunifolium (Plumleaf azalea, found on the
Georgia-Alabama border) A late-flowering azalea
that has orange to bright red flowers over crisp
green leaves in summer to autumn, and tolerates
high temperatures well. It is the rarest of the
deciduous azaleas.

Don Hyatt Photo

R. periclymenoides (Pink azalea or Pinxter flower, is
found from Alabama to New Hampshire) The white
to pink flowers open in mid spring as the foliage is
expanding and are slightly fragrant. Their stamens
are more than twice the length of the corolla tube.

R. prunifolium

The pink to white flowering species are
R. canescens, R. periclymenoides and
R. prinophyllum, which are all early flowering
species that bloom before the leaves are fully
expanded. Their flowers range in color from pale
pink (almost white) to a deep cherry color and all
lack a blotch on the upper corolla lobe.

Steve Henning Photos

R. periclymenoides

R. canescens (Florida pinxter or Piedmont Azalea,
found in the Carolinas) Has sticky, slightly fragrant
flowers, which bloom before the leaves are mature,
grow in whorl-like clusters and are pink (rarely
white) and trumpet-shaped. Is very variable in
pubescence (hairiness) and in corolla color.

Steve Henning Photo

Don Hyatt Photo

R. canescens

R. periclymenoides
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R. prinophyllum (the Early azalea, Rose azalea
or Roseshell azalea, found from southwestern
Quebec, through New England to the Appalachian
Mountains in Oklahoma and Arkansas) Mid- to latespring flowering, showy with rose-pink flowers that
have a delightful fragrance, with foliage that turns
nice shades of purple in the fall. Like R. canescens,
often covered with soft unicelluar hairs, but this
species has a broader corolla tube

R. atlanticum (Atlantic azalea or Coastal azalea,
found on the coastal plains from Pennsylvania and
Delaware south to Georgia.) Has a strong muskysweet odour, white flowers that are often blushed
with pink on the outside, although some may have a
yellow blotch. Often less than a metre (three feet) in
height and spread extensively by rhizomatous roots.
Its flowers bloom before the leaves expand.

Don Hyatt photo
Don Hyatt Photo

R. prinophyllum

The white species are R. alabamense,
R. atlanticum, R. arborescens,
R. colemanii, R. eastmanii and R. viscosum.
Although the flowers of these species are
consistently white, they may occasionally be pale
pink or tinged with pink.
R. alabamense (Alabama azalea, found in Alabama
and adjacent states) Unique because it has a lemonspice fragrance and snowy white flowers sparked by
a prominent yellow blotch on the upper corolla lobe.

Don Hyatt Photo

R. alabamense

R. atlanticum

R. arborescens (Sweet azalea; deciduous azalea
found from Pennsylvania south to Georgia and
Alabama.) A late spring and early summer flowering
azalea with a sweet-scented aroma and flowers
ranging in color from white to pink with
red stamens. Foliage turns deep red to purple in
fall. The entire plant of R. arborescens is smooth
and shining due to the lack of soft white (unicellular)
hairs that are usually common on plants of
R. viscosum. Blooms after the leaves have expanded.

Don Hyatt photo

R. arborescens

R. colemanii (Red Hills azalea, from the upper
coastal plain of Alabama and Western Georgia)
Flower color varies widely from white with a yellow
blotch on the upper corolla lobe, to uniformly white,
pink with yellow blotch, or uniformly pink, to rarely
yellow. The outside of the flowers is covered with
gland-tipped hairs and the flowers are fragrant with
a sweet, musky or lemony odour.

This species has the most variable flower
characteristics of the southeastern azaleas, which
has led to many species names that are not now
recognized.

Don Hyatt photo

R. colemanii

R. eastmanii (May white azalea found in South
Carolina) Newly discovered, strongly
fragrant flowers open after the leaves have
expanded, and has stems covered with hairs, or
pubescense. Found only in South Carolina.

Don Hyatt photo

R. viscosum

R. canadense (Rhodora) is found in Canada from
Newfoundland into eastern Ontario and in
the United States, where it occurs naturally from
Maine west to high altitudes in the Appalachian
Mountains of Pennsylvania and south to New Jersey.
Other regional rhododendrons have tubular flowers
with five stamens each, while R. canadense has ten
stamens within a zygomorphic (flowers can be
divided by only a single plane into two mirror-image
halves) five-lobed purple flower.

R. eastmanii

R. viscosum (Swamp azalea, or Swamp honeysuckle,
is found from Maine to Georgia and west to Texas
(previously also known as R. serrulatum)) Has
fragrant flowers that are generally white to pale
pink, and blooms after the leaves have fully
expanded. White flowers are suffused with pink
that have a spicy, sweet fragrance and the plant is
usually covered with soft white (unicellular) hairs.

Don Hyatt photo

R. canadense

Page 15

The Appalachian Balds

Subsection Sinensia
This subsection has only one species,
R. molle, with two subspecies (subsp. molle and
subsp. japonicum) and is native to China and Japan
where it grows from sea level to 2500 m. (8200 ft).
It flowers in mid-spring, and its blooms are fragrant
and yellow with dark red flecks.

R. molle subsp. molle
Garth Wedemire Photo (Hirsutum)

Don Hyatt and George McLellan Photos

R. molle subsp. japonicum

Staffan Bodén Photo (Hirsutum)
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