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Upcoming Events
Wednesday, May 9
❖ MARS General Meeting
May 12 and 13
❖ MARS Garden Tour
June 19 and 20, 2018
❖ MARS Bus Tour
Saturday, June 23, 2018
❖ MARS Summer Wind-up Party
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Shade Gardens
with Dr. Nancy Moore
Gardening in the shade requires the
implementation of design elements (such as
proportion, focus, repetition and contrast) as
well as special emphasis on texture, colour,
flow and movement.
Nancy will discuss these elements, as well as
some of the many plants (and plant
combinations) that provide beauty and
interest in the shady parts of our gardens.
Nancy is a member of the Fraser South
Rhododendron Society, and an instructor in
the Advanced Master Gardener Program at
VanDusen Gardens.

Rhododendron ‘Doker La’
MARS member Rose Prufer says of Rhododendron
‘Doker La’: I fell in love with this rhododendron
after seeing it in the Asian Garden at UBC. I
believe I bought the plant from Harold Fearing
about eight years ago. A couple of hard winters
in Maple Ridge left some winter damage. Now in
Qualicum Beach it has come through two winters
here unscathed. It has bloomed profusely the
last three or four years. Tiny frilly flowers with
equally small scented leaves make this a very
desirable small garden rhododendron. At over
eight years of age, R. ‘Doker La’ is barely three
feet in height and two feet in width. Can stay
many years in a pot, and also good in the garden.

Shade lovers weave a lovely tapestry in a
shady part of the garden. Here Coral Bark
Maple, Cardiocrinum giganteum, hostas,
ferns, trilliums, Erythroniums, hydrangeas,
Darmera peltata enjoy dappled and light
shade.

Rooting Dormant Cuttings
By Don Hyatt, Potomac Valley Chapter, ARS
(Editor’s Note: Don is a long-time member of
the ARS, recipient of the ARS Gold Medal
and frequent speaker at ARS Conventions.)
We may not have had heavy snow in the DC
area this winter, but the damage from falling
branches during wind storms has resulted in
lots of damaged plants. I felt fortunate that
I had my largest oak tree taken down in
January before that terrible March
nor’easter. It died at the end of the summer,
and I wanted it down before it took out my
house or me. It was huge, maybe 80 to 100
ft tall. The arborists tried to avoid other
plants, but a number of azalea and
rhododendron branches were broken. If you
find broken branches in your garden, don’t
throw them away. Try rooting some as
dormant cuttings.

top with a clear plastic bag to increase
humidity. The tissue will often plump back up
in a day or two. If it revives, there is a very
good chance you can root some cuttings from
that branch.
For containers, I use anything that will fit
inside a clear plastic bag to make a “minigreenhouse.” I fill the containers with my
standard mix: 1/2 Peat, 1/4 Sand, 1/4 Perlite.
The medium should be moist but not wet.
Excess moisture encourages fungus diseases
and rotting and is a major cause for failure.
Since rhododendrons and azaleas are shallow
rooted, I make short cuttings, only about 1 to
2 inches long. I also remove any flower buds
since attempting to bloom will use up energy
that could be put into forming new roots.
To further discourage fungus and insect
pests, I usually “sterilize” the cuttings by
soaking them for five minutes in a solution
made of one-part Clorox and ten parts water.
Afterwards, I rinse the cuttings well to
remove the Clorox water. The rhododendron
cuttings are wounded. Next I dip the end of
each cutting in a rooting hormone such as Dip
‘N Grow, and insert the bottom inch into the
medium. When the container is full, I enclose
the pot in a plastic bag to make a mini-

Dormant cuttings from a broken branch.
We usually root cuttings in summer or fall,
but cuttings can root at almost any time of
year. Even desiccated stems can often be
salvaged. Just make a fresh cut at the base,
stick the end in warm water, and cover the

greenhouse which keeps humidity high while
the cuttings roots.
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I keep containers under lights during the
rest of the winter and early spring. In late
spring, I start opening the bags to allow
cuttings to get accustomed to lower humidity
for several days. After they have hardened
off, I try to repot them into individual pots.
By early summer, I have moved the cuttings
into 3-inch or 4-inch pots and have given a
few doses of weak fertilizer. By midsummer,
plants get no more fertilizer as I want them
to go dormant before frost. Cold frame
protection that first winter is helpful, but
dormant cuttings are often large enough by
fall to make it on their own. I rooted 1200
azalea cuttings for the 1982 ARS Convention
favours that way.
Mini Greenhouse
Finally, I place the pots of cuttings under
fluorescent lights with “long day” conditions,
16 to 24 hours of light every day. Roots do
not need light to form but new growth is
encouraged with long days. Placing pots on a
north window sill with good light will work too.
Try to avoid too much sun since bags can
become easily overheated.
Cuttings should break dormancy in four to
eight weeks and at that time they are usually
forming new roots. I watch the bags
carefully to pick any dead leaves out and
remove cuttings that rot. It helps to keep
fungal diseases at bay. There should be no
need to water the pots for many months
since the condensation on the bag continues
to recycle moisture inside that tiny
greenhouse ecosystem.

Cuttings break dormancy,
sending out new roots and shoots.
So don’t let those broken branches go to
waste. Even if you don’t have broken
branches, try rooting some cuttings. It is as
easy as starting seeds!
Following the publication of this article, Don
received some questions from members.
Here are the questions and answers that
ensued.
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Why do you use sand in your potting mix?

the winning evergreen azalea entries

I use sand in all of my mixes for multiple

displayed in the flower show as long as the

reasons. First, I like the weight that it gives

exhibitor gave us permission. Deciduous

to the pot. They don’t blow over as easily. I

azaleas are more problematic, but we also

haven’t done any scientific studies but I do

rooted the rhododendron trusses.

think that root systems are more robust and

How do you root cuttings from plants that

they transition to regular soil a bit better

are in bloom?

when there is sand in the mix. I don’t get

Rooting cuttings while the plants are in bloom

those pot bound masses of roots that some

is the same basic process as rooting dormant

nurseries produce in their peat-dust mix that

cuttings. You are not trying to root the

are so hard to transition to regular

current season’s new growth as we do in

soil. When peat moss dries out, it is hard to

summer, but I use about the top inch of

get it wet again but I think the sand helps

woody stem with terminal whirl of leaves and

water percolate through the mix. Once again,

remove the flowers. If the new growth has

no scientific study but it seems to me that it

expanded too much, I do cut it back or at

gets wet again much more easily when sand is

least pinch out the soft tips. I do push the

there.

cutting down so that the whirl of leaves is

Will any sand do?

just above the mix. It will produce a plant

My favorite sand is Sakrete All Purpose Sand

that branches near the soil line. One real

which is labeled suitable for landscape or

advantage is that you are guaranteed that

agricultural use. I get it at Home Depot. It

the plant you are propagating is the one you

is coarse and even has small stones in it which

want. You can be certain to propagate a

I like. I had tried some of the white play

specific sport that you desire rather than

sands recommended for sandboxes before

wondering if you got the right cutting. You

and at least one of those was very toxic. I

get almost a year’s head start on those when

didn’t check if it was the pH but it could have

you do, too.

been salt content, too. If the bag does not
say agricultural use, I avoid it. When I make
my standard mix of 4 cu.ft. of peat and 4
cu.ft. of perlite, I add four bags of sand. All

HOLD THE DATE
Vancouver Island Fall Conference
Hosted by MARS and Nanaimo RS

of my mixes have some sand in them, and

Navigating Garden Myths

when I pot up larger plants I do add pine

Sunday, October 28, 2018

fines. All of that organic matter eventually
decomposes and reduces in volume over time,
but the perlite and sand stay there.
Can plants in bloom be propagated?
Rooting cuttings while plants are in bloom has
worked well for me. We almost always rooted

10 am to 4 pm
$25
$30 at the door if room
More information in early June
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Art Lightburn A Double
Winner
Results from the MARS Rhododendron
Show and Sale
Marilyn Dawson
Despite a long chilly spring, there were plenty of
blooms on the judges’ table at the MARS
Rhododendron Show and Sale held Saturday,
April 21.

Art Lightburn took the most ribbons including
Best in Show for both large and small leaf
categories with R. ‘Etta Burrows’ and R.
albrechtii respectively.
The other winners were:
Foliage, large leaf:
1. R. ‘Fabia’ x R. bureauvii, Lightburn
2. R. insigne, Lightburn
3. R. sutchenense, Ann DeBrincat
Foliage, small leaf:
3. R. cinnabarinum, Sherry Thompson
(no other entry)

Lax Truss:
1. R. ‘Fred Robbins’, Lorne Hepting
2. R, ‘Elizabeth’, Marilyn Dawson
3. R. ‘Veronica Milner’, Thompson
Spray:
1. R. albrechtii
2. R. ‘Cream Crest’
3. R. davidsonian ‘Ruth Lyons’
Art Lightburn won all three categories.
Species, small leaf:
1. R. roxianum, Lightburn
2. R. kiusianum, Joan Rich
3. R. cinnabarinum x anthocodon, Glen
Jamieson
Species, large leaf:
1. R. sutchenense, Ann DeBrincat
2. R. adenopodum, Art Lightburn
(No third place)
Tender:
1. R. ‘My Lady’, Glen Jamieson
2. R. ‘Elsie Frye’, Glen Jamieson
(No third place)
Red:
1. R. ‘Etta Burrows’, Art Lightburn
2. R. ‘Taurus’, Doug Kitts
3. R. ‘Clayoquot Warrior’, Glen Jamieson
Yellow:
1. R. ‘Moonstone’, Maria Bieberstein
2. R. ‘Chlorops’, Glen Jamieson
(No third place)
Pink:
1. R. ‘Silver Sixpence’, Sherry Thompson
2. R. ‘Cheer’, Marilyn Dawson
3. R. ‘Ink Spots’, Joan Rich
White:
1. R. boddaertianum, Joan Rich
2. R. ‘Sooke’, Doug Kitts
(No third)
Blue Collection:
1. R. ‘Muncaster Mist’, Glen Jamieson
2. R. ‘Vibrant Violet’, Art Lightburn
3. R. ‘Blue Tit’, Linda Derkach
Hammerhead:
1. R. ‘Inkspots’, Joan Rich.
There were no entries in the Novice Category.

Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
General Meeting
Held at the QB Civic Centre April 11, 2018
Minutes
The always busy April meeting started early with
attention to the upcoming Rhododendron Show and Sale
on April 12. Co-chairs Kathy and Guy Loyer asked for a
few more volunteers to handle the set-up jobs the day
before the event and to sell raffle tickets on the day. For
the MARS plant table, she asked that on Friday, members
leave their plants in their cars until the tables are all in
place and bring them around 3 pm.
• Cashiers are asked to be at the rink at 9 am Friday for
training.
• The rink will be cold this year, the ice only recently
gone. Dress in layers.
• The pot luck after the sale will be at the Loyer’s
home. Committee members are bringing various
chilis and salads; members are asked to bring appies
or desserts and of course plates and cutlery.
Preparing a Truss: Terry Richmond presented a brief
course on preparing a truss for judging; always select
healthy, well hydrated trusses taken from the top of the
shrub if possible. Trusses should be clean with weevileaten leaves removed along with others lower on the
stem that mar the overall appearance. He reminded us
that trusses are judged against other similar trusses and
not against all the trusses on the table.
He also took the time to show examples of various
categories, the spray and the hammerhead and the lax
truss.
Guest Speaker: Carmen Varcoe of Victoria was the guest
presenter. A long-time board member of Finnerty
Gardens at the University of Victoria, she touched on the
garden’s history before showing the impact of the
seasons, how, for example, winter creates a different
effect than the same scene in summer. Like many other
gardeners on the island, Finnerty has a problem with
rabbits and deer, but with newer fencing and pleas to
visitors to close the gates, there are hopes for reduced
damage.
After the break, a brief business meeting followed:
Business: Sherry Thompson, who is leading the
propagation group on a temporary basis suggested that
trusses on the judges’ table could be used as propagation

material if owners didn’t want them. They will be given
time at the close of business to take home their trusses.
2. The windup social in June is scheduled for June 23 at
the home of Glen and Dorothy Jamieson.
3. The long-awaited Greig Rhododendron Species Garden
at Milner Gardens and Woodland will be officially opened
on Sunday, April 22 at 1 pm. Many volunteers from all
the rhododendron gardens on the island have taken part
over the years, working out the shared details, planning
and planting the garden.
4. Sherry Thompson said plans for the Garden Tour were
proceeding. The sitters’ board has been filled and sitters
have mostly received their instructions and ticket.
5. Glen concluded the meeting with a short educational
on the complicated sex life of plants compared to
animals, complete with diagrams.
6. Plants for the draw were: Door Prize: ‘Nol’s
Variegated’ red azalea. Others were: Rhododendron
‘Taurus’, R. ‘Sugar Puff’, R. ‘Lemon Dream’, Grevillea
victoriae and two daphnes.
7. The Door Prize was won by Jacob Davidson. Other
winners were Sherry Thompson, Joy and Willy Dunlop,
Joan Rich, Jane Walker and Arlene England.

Canadians were well represented at the recent
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden
Symposium held in Federal Way, Washington.
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A Day for the History Books….

Greig Species Rhododendron
Garden Opening
Outstanding Success
Linda Derkach
Our new species garden at Milner Gardens and
Woodland is an historical achievement – the result
of many years of planning and work through a
unique partnership of Vancouver Island University,
Milner Gardens and the members of the
rhododendron chapters on Vancouver Island.
The project originated with an idea at the opening of
Milner Gardens in 1998 and moved forward in 2008
only to be stalled by an economic downturn. Then
in 2013 it took on new life when the island chapters
agreed to work together with the two other key
partners.

Sue and Jean along with Chris Southwick
(granddaughter of Ted and Mary Greig) unveil the
new garden sign. Mary Greig of Royston on
Vancouver Island was a pioneer hybridizer and
propagator of rhododendrons, and many of her
plant progeny thrive in Milner Garden to this day.
Ted and Mary are recipients of the ARS Gold Medal.

On Sunday, April 22, 2018, more than 150 plant
enthusiasts gathered to celebrate this memorable
achievement. Special guests included VIU President
Dr. Ralph Nilson, Chief Michael Recalma of the
Qualicum First Nation, Geoff Ball, Executive Director
of Milner and descendants of Ted and Mary Greig
for whom the garden is named.

Senior members of the Greig family – Sue Mouat
and Jean Greig along with Craig Clarke – cut the
ribbon into the new garden.

Supportive leadership is essential to a winning
project. That support and enthusiasm has come
from Dr. Ralph Nilson, President of Vancouver Island
University and Geoff Ball, Executive Director of
Milner Gardens and Woodland, seen here chatting
with John Deniseger of the Milner Species Garden
Steering Committee.
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Susan Lightburn photos except where noted

Michael Recalma, Chief of the Qualicum First Nation
on whose ground the garden stands, has been a
great supporter of the new garden. He shared a
quiet moment with John Deniseger of the Steering
Committee.

The species garden is enthusiastically supported by
members of all five rhododendron chapters of the
ARS on Vancouver Island (seen above). Funds raised
by the chapters have supported development of the
garden, along with contributions from the ARS and
VIU.

The event afforded lots of opportunities for old
friends and new to visit and chat on this lovely,
sunny spring day.
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Four generations of the Greig family were able to
attend the opening ceremonies – a testament to the
legacy of Ted and Mary Greig that began in 1919 in
Royston.

Greig family members proudly stand with the new
garden sign.
Gus Thompson photo

Two key members of the Species Garden Steering
Committee – Art Lightburn and Marilyn Dawson –
are congratulated by Chris Hodgson, ARS District 1
Director, and Margaret Hodgson from Vancouver.

The Propagation of
Deciduous Azaleas
Fellow ‘Marsian’ Rose Prufer reflects on her
experience propagating azaleas and offers
advice to would-be propagators
Words and Photos: Rose Prufer
A big part of my life in horticulture was
working as a propagator of all things
Rhododendron. In my early days I worked
for a grower who produced plants as rooted
cuttings for other growers. These companies
would pot these plants on or plant them in a
field for a few years. I worked with
everything woody, Maples, Junipers, Cedars
and Magnolias. Rhododendrons played the
largest role here. Customers would order
20,000 Rhododendron liners or 5,000
evergreen Azaleas or deciduous Azaleas.
When I refer to liners I mean rooted
cuttings that came in 2”, 3” or 4” pots.

Rose removing the flower buds.

Over the years nurserymen devised certain
methods to root plants that had been proved
difficult in the past. First of all we potted
small Azaleas into large pots to grow on as
stock plants. We needed to bring the plants
into the greenhouse later in the season for
forcing. We left these Azaleas outside until
December to make sure the plants had gone
through a good cold spell. By January all the
Azaleas had been brought into a greenhouse
with an available heating source. For the
next two weeks the temperature was kept at
just above freezing then raised to about 8c.

Rooting deciduous Azaleas was a more
complex plant to root mainly because they did
not overwinter well. There are groups of
plants that have the same issue, one being
the Hamamellis family which includes Witch
Hazel and Corylopsis. Many people have tried
rooting these plants with great success in the
summer only to find out next year that most
of them did not make it through the winter.
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The tiny plants are watered.

In early March the temperature was raised
to 21c. By doing this the plants began pushing
new growth months before they would have
outside. During this process I would be taking

all the flower buds off to make sure all the

into pie plates placed 3 feet apart and 3 feet

energy goes into the new growth. Because at

above the cuttings. A timer was set to turn

this stage so many of the Azaleas looked

the lights on when it started to get dark and

alike I always left one flower bud on each

off at mid-night.

plant to identify it. Also during this process
I would be giving the plants a liquid feed
every 10 days with something like a 20-2020.

After 6 to 8 weeks the plants were ready to
be lifted and potted into 4” pots. They were
then placed in a shady cool greenhouse to
harden off. Over the coming winter they

Early April I would start collecting cuttings

were kept warm enough to keep out the frost

as they became available. At this point the

but not so warm that they would start

cuttings would be very soft and easily broken

pushing. Our success rate would be 100% or

if improperly handled. My cuttings were

close to it.

about 4” to 6” in length and very hairy and
green.
The cuttings were directly stuck in a bench
with a 60/40 blend of peat and perlite.
Before sticking I make troughs about 1”-2”
deep. I dipped the cuttings in SR3 and then
lined them up in the trough before pushing
the soil into the trough to tuck them in. The
cuttings themselves would have 4 to 6 leaves
left on and the tip cut out. I never needed to
wound them because they were so soft.
The biggest worry at this point is keeping the
cuttings turgid so overhead fog or mist was a
must. We were using the old-fashioned
mister with the metal leaf at that time right
on the bench. Once the cuttings had started
to root they were fed a dilute mix of liquid
feed 20-20-20 weekly until potting.
Azaleas root in 3 to 4 weeks. At that time
overhead lighting was used to extend
daylight. By using an extended photo period
you are increasing the carbohydrate reserves
for the plant thus helping it to overwinter
successfully. Sixty-watt bulbs were inserted

Young plants in a shaded greenhouse ready for winter.

There are some Azaleas that do work without
this method but they are few and far
between. I have had success with R.
‘Arneson’s Gem’ with about 80% take. Other
types like the hardy ‘Lights’ series work as
well without forcing.
Sadly this is a somewhat costly method for
many growers and some simply don’t have the
skilled people to carry the production
through.
My books of choice over the years are: The
Reference Manual of Woody Plant
Propagation by Michael A. Dirr and Charles
W. Heuser, Jr.
Practical Woody Plant Propagation for
Nursery Growers by Bruce Macdonald.

Spring Events and Activities
Date & Time
Saturday, May 5
10 am to 12 noon

Location
10629 Derrick Road, North
Saanich (left off West
Saanich to Downey, left off
Downey to Derrick)

Wednesday, May 9
7:30 pm
Wednesday, May 9
For 2 weeks
Thursday, May 10
2:00 pm

Event
Evelyn Weejes Plant Sale & Open
Garden
Shrubs, ferns, rhododendrons, and
perennials for sale.
This will be Evelyn’s last plant sale.
Alpine Gardeners of Central
Vancouver Island
Jim Jermyn on The Challenge of
Growing European Alpines
Jim is head gardener at the Branklyn
Garden in Perth, Scotland.
Qualicum Beach Garden Club
The German Texan Botanist & Plant
Hunter Ferdinand Jacob Lindheimer
presented by Diana Walker
MARS May Meeting
Dr. Nancy Moore on Shade Gardens
Mid Island Floral Art Club – Art in
Bloom – opening reception 2 pm
Mid Island Floral Art Club
Mother's Day All Wrapped Up

May 12 & 13
10 – 4 pm each day

MARS Mother’s Day Garden Tour
12 gorgeous gardens

Wednesday,
May 16, 7:00 pm

Eaglecrest Garden Club
Devmurti Khalsa, co-founder and
proprietor of Figs for Life Nursery on
Denman Island, speaking on
Growing Hardy Fig Trees & other Great
Edibles
Plant-a-Holics Sale
Pacific Coast Irises, ferns, woodlanders,
succulents, geraniums, hardy fuchsias,
roses, plants from Abkhazi Gardens.
Cheque or cash only please.
Mill Bay Garden Club Community
Flower and Garden Show
millbaygardenclub.com

QB and Parksville
Tickets at local garden
centres, Mulberry Bush
QB Civic Centre
Guests: $3

Monday, May 7
1:00 pm

Tuesday, May 8
Doors open 7 pm

Sunday, May 20
10 am - 2pm

Saturday, May 26
9 am to 2 pm
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Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre
$10 at the door; $5 for
AGCVI members; Doors
open 12:30 prizes, raffle,
coffee, tea
Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre
Guests $3
Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre
The Old School House Art
Centre, Qualicum Beach
St. Stephen's Church Hall
150 Village Way, QB

Brentwood Bay Nursery
395 Benvenuto, Saanich

Cobble Hill’s Farmers’ Inst.
3550 Watson Rd,
Cobble Hill

Captivating April …

A Celebration of Rhododendrons

Rhododendron pseudochrysanthum

Rhododendron ‘Turacao’
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Rhododendron ‘Southern Skies’

Rhododendron ‘Waxbill’

Rhododendron ‘Razorbill’

Rhododendron ‘Grace Seabrook’ in Marilyn Dawson’s garden

Rhododendron ‘Ginny Gee’ in Marilyn`s garden

Rhododendron augustinii at Marilyn`s

The incomparable Rhododendron ‘Blaney’s Blue’ in Marilyn’s garden

Rhododendron ‘Cheer’ and R. ‘Elizabeth’ at Marilyn’s

And in Qualicum Beach Village…
Rhododendron ‘Paprika Spiced’ is spectacular – right now. Please go and take a look.

Linda Derkach Photos
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