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Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 

 

      MARS Meetings 

2nd Wednesday of the 

month at 7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach 

Civic Centre 
 

Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, 

October 9 
 

 

This deutzia – possibly D. ‘Magicien’ 

or ‘Strawberry Fields’ is a fine, easy 

care shrub, much-admired at Darts 

Hill Garden during the MARS Bus Tour 

2018. 
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This month: 

Margaret 

Cadwaladr 

on  
 

A Secret 

Garden: 

The Story of 

the Darts Hill 

Garden Park 
Friend of MARS and well-known to 

us as the author of In Veronica’s 

Garden, Margaret Cadwaladr will 

give us a behind-the-scenes look at 

her latest book.  

*******************************  

Membership  

Renewal Time 

Please re-new your 

membership in MARS and 

the ARS in October and 

qualify for the draw for 

FREE MEMBERSHIP  

next year 

MARS 

P. O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

 

mars.rhodos.ca 
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Upcoming Programs: 

Wednesday, October 9 

• Margaret Cadwaladr on  

Darts Hill 

• Linda Derkach on Gardens of 

the Delaware River Valley 

Wednesday, November 13 

• Harry Burton on Apple 

Luscious Organic Orchard 

Sunday, December 8 

• MARS Christmas Party 
 

 

Tree peonies and azaleas are but two of the 

wide range of perennials, trees and shrubs 

to be discovered at Darts Hill. 

 

Photos:  Rose Prufer 
 

 

MARS October Program 
Margaret Cadwaladr will give us a 

behind-the-scenes look at her latest 

book, A Secret Garden:  The Story of 

the Darts Hill Garden Park.   
 

Ed and Francisca Darts transformed 

their rough, stump-covered acreage 

into an internationally acclaimed 

garden containing many rare and 

unusual plants.  Beloved for her 

enthusiasm, Francisca was associated 

with the most respected garden 

groups and individuals of her time.  

The Darts donated their garden to 

the City of Surrey. 
 

Margaret is the author of In 

Veronica’s Garden:  The Social History 

of the Milner Gardens and Woodland.  

Margaret’s interests include garden 

history, life writing and memoir.  She 

is formerly of Qualicum Beach and 

now lives in Langley.   

 

Linda Derkach will take us on a 

meander through the Delaware River 

Valley in Pennsylvania and focus on 

some of the features of gardens in 

that part of the eastern US. 

 

 

 

 



Marilyn Dawson of MARS 

Honoured with  

ARS Silver Medal 

 
Photo:  Susan Lightburn 

 

ARS President Ken Webb and Linda 

Derkach present Marilyn with the 

ARS Silver Medal at the 

2019 Fall Conference in Parksville, BC 
 

The citation reads… 
For 15 years Marilyn Dawson has been 
a ready, willing and very able participant 
in the activities and events of MARS and 
ARS District 1.  Marilyn is secretary for 
all meetings.  She has worked on the 
ARS 2015 Convention in Victoria, the 
2012 ARS Fall Conference in Nanaimo 
and planning for the 2019 ARS Fall 
Conference in Parksville BC.   

Marilyn is a key member of the steering 
committee that has brought the Greig 

Rhododendron Species Garden into 
being at Milner Gardens and Woodland 
in Qualicum Beach.  She also works in 
the garden, planting and maintaining 
new plants.   
Marilyn is an exceptionally hard worker, 
contributing common sense and 
constructive suggestions in all that she 
does, and is therefore a very deserving 
recipient of the ARS Silver Medal. 

What’s the ARS Silver 

Medal? 
The American Rhododendron Society of 

which MARS is a chapter member, sets 

forth several awards for volunteers who 

contribute to the goals and activities of the 

society.   
 

The ARS Silver and Gold Medals are 

awarded to members who contribute on a 

regional or global basis. 

And it is the chapter members who 

nominate recipients of these awards.   
 

The Bronze Medal is awarded for 

outstanding contributions to the chapter by 

the chapter.  Recognizing the contributions 

of our members is very important.  Thus 

chapters are encouraged to make this 

award annually.   
 

Chapters may also honour members with an 

Award of Merit for contributions that do 

not otherwise qualify for medal honours.  
 

Detailed information on awards and 

honours can be found in the ARS Policies of 

the Board.                                               
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Greig Species  

Rhododendron Garden: 
Update from Marilyn Dawson 
 

The garden is starting to flesh out. 

Since the last report in March, there 

have been several work parties made 

up of volunteers from all the island 

chapters, although most have come 

from MARS and Nanaimo because of 

their proximity to the garden.  

 

One morning, a group of eight planted 

about 450 companion plants, drifts of 

hostas, primulas, ferns, columbine, 

etc. which made an instant impact. A 

second planting took place few weeks 

later. Then it was time for a crew to 

put up shade cloth to protect some of 

the tender young growth.  

 

Meanwhile there was a slight setback. 

A bear knocked down one of the fence 

panels, allowing a female deer and 

fawn to get into the garden where 

they stayed for some weeks dining on 

hostas. The good news was that was 

the only thing they ate in the species 

garden.  

 

The broken fence panel was repaired 

and volunteers Chris Southwick, John 

Deniseger and Guy Loyer added fence 

painting to their resumes. The last 

volunteer job for the summer was 

water monitoring, which started 
particularly early because of the dry 

spring. Twice a week from mid-May 

through the summer volunteers from 

MARS or Nanaimo checked the 

garden, watering plants if necessary 

and noting the condition of any that 

were ailing. 

 

Last March, Tony Ansdell had 

prepared a grant application seeking 

funds from the ARS for some of the 

hard-to-get rhododendrons on our 

wish list. It was successful and in 

July, new ARS president Ken Webb 

drove up from Victoria to present the 

Species Advisory Committee with a 

cheque for US $4,000. A photo of 

that happy event is re-printed below 

from our September newsletter. 

 

 

 
The Greig Species Rhododendron 

Garden at Milner Gardens and 

Woodland is a joint project of the five 

ARS rhododendron chapters on 

Vancouver Island in partnership with 

Milner Gardens and Vancouver Island 

University. 
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Qualicum Beach Garden Club 

Tuesday, October 8 
QB Civic Centre 

Doors open 7pm 

Meeting 7:30pm 

Guests $3 
 

Terry Taylor  

on 

Mushrooms and More 
Terry has studied mushrooms for 50 years 

and was one of the founding members of 

the Vancouver Mycological Society.  

He has conducted surveys on rare plants in 

BC for environmental consultant companies 

and was involved with an antibiotics 

research project at UBC Department of 

Microbiology.   

Terry received the Queen’s Jubilee Medal in 

2003 for environmental education activities. 

 

Alpine Gardeners of  

Central Vancouver Island 

Monday, October 7 

Bernie Dinter  

Small Conifers for Rock Garden 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

 1 pm (doors 12:30), $5 at door 

Entry includes prize draw and 

refreshments.  

Bernie plans to have plants for sale. 
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Mid Island Floral Art Club 

Thursday, October 9  

at 2:00 pm 

St. Stephen's Church Hall 

150 Village Way, QB 

Let's Make 

Transparent Designs 
 

Eaglecrest Garden Club 

Wednesday, October 16 at 7:00 pm 

(doors open at 6:30 pm) 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
 

Colin Bartlett 

on 

Getting Your Garden Ready 

for Birds 
Fall is a great time to enjoy the many birds 
in your backyard and how they change 
along with the season.  Colin’s presentation 
about fall bird feeding will show common 
backyard birds that we can expect to see 
this fall, along with the different kinds of 
seed they prefer.  He will also explain the 
different types of bird feeders and which 
species use which feeders, to make your 
bird feeding experience enjoyable. 
 

Colin is owner of  

The Backyard Wildbird & Nature 

Store in Nanaimo 
 

Guest fee: $3 

                                                 



Seedy Saturday 2020 
 

The Seedy Saturday Committee is 

already working to prepare for the 

upcoming event on February 1, 

2020.  The theme has been chosen, 

the speakers are booked and the 

committee is hard at work on the 

details for the day.  The success of 

our Seedy Saturday events in the past 

was due in large part to the dedication 

and support of the volunteers from 

your garden club.   We could not have 

done it without you.  Have you visited 

the website for the 2019 pictures and 

details about the 2020 

program?  Qualicum Beach Seedy 

Saturday 

I will be contacting all past volunteers 

via email in late November for their 

assistance again this year.  There is 

also a link on the Volunteer page 

where individuals interested in 

volunteering can send their contact 

information.  The committee is always 

welcoming new volunteers.  Please do 

not hesitate to contact us via the 

website with any questions or 

ideas.  We look forward to seeing you 

at Seedy Saturday, February 1, 2020, 

at the Qualicum Beach Civic Center. 

Robin Benke 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 
General Meeting held 

September 11, 2019 at 7:30 pm 
Minutes 

With the MARS-hosted ARS Fall Regional 
Conference only two weeks away, the first 
session of the 2019-2020 season brought a 
huge turnout of members willing to sign up 
as volunteers for the event and hear about 
plans to date. President Glen Jamieson 
began the evening with a brief explanation 
of the programs for the next three months; 
the October speaker will be Margaret 
Cadwaladr, author of “In Veronica’s 
Garden”, speaking on her newest book on 
Dart’s Hill. November brings Harry Burton 
talking about apples. On December 8, Ray 
and Jane Walker will again host the annual 
Christmas party potluck.   

Linda Derkach, as chair of the 2019 ARS 
Conference Steering Committee, gave a 
brief overview of the conference, its need 
for volunteers for certain jobs and pointed 
out to the uncommitted that there was still 
time to register (last day Sept. 14). For 
those gardeners not attending, there’s still 
the plant sale which is open to the public on 
Sunday morning only from 10 am-1 pm. She 
then passed the floor over to leaders of 
various segments of the conference. 

Joanne Hamilton is heading up the Floral 
Arts crew who will create about 30 table 
centres plus a few more arrangements 
throughout the building. She will need 
members to supply lots of greenery as well 
as flowers and bring them in a bucket of 
water by 9 am to the parking lot side of the 
Parksville Community Centre. The material 
will then be transferred to another bucket 
and the donor takes her pail home to avoid 
a clutter on site. A sign-up sheet was left for 

https://www.qbseedysaturday.ca/
https://www.qbseedysaturday.ca/


donors to state the plants they were 
bringing. 

Kathy Loyer, the kitchen guru, brought sign-
up sheets and by the end of the evening 
had a lot of jobs filled.  

Rose Prufer, co-chair of the Plant sale with 
Guy Loyer, stressed the need for volunteers 
for setup early Friday and clean-up on 
Sunday at 1 pm. She also had a sign-up 
sheet. 

Deb Mitchell, overseer of the bus tours on 
Saturday afternoon says the private garden 
tour has three full buses packed and each 
participant will see three of the four 
gardens. Another bus will go to Milner 
Gardens and Woodland for a Steve 
Hootman tour of the garden and a tour of 
the house led by Carol Hansen. The third 
tour attracted few registrants; they will be 
toured by car. Members were asked to be 
early boarding their buses which will be 
parked in front of the building. 

Karen Bennett will need volunteers to help 
on Friday afternoon at the bulb workshop 
where Bernie Dinter will be offering bulbs 
for sale. Volunteers will invoice each 
purchase which will be processed by plant 
sale cashiers. After the workshop the room 
will be transformed to a propagation 
workshop for the next session. 

Katherine Wasiak has taken over managing 
the photo display. 

Art Lightburn will be handling the foliage 
display. 

Membership: Membership dues for the 
current season are now due. Tony Ansdell 
said the names of all those who have 
renewed their membership before the end 
of November will go into a box. The lucky 

winner drawn will get a free membership 
the following year. 

Propagation: Several members are caring 
for the latest plants from Ken Webb’s 
propagator. Some of these will be selected 
as table favours for the conference, adding 
to the 100 or so that North Island has 
donated. They will be delivered to Marilyn 
Dawson’s for tidying up. 

Other Business:  1. Louise Cotterill will chair 
the Garden Tour Committee for 2020 and 
will call a meeting in the near future. 
Meanwhiles members were urged to 
suggest possible gardens to Louise. 
Selecting the gardens is usually done in the 
fall. 
2. Guy and Kathy Loyer will again chair the 
Rhodo Show and Sale. Guy has already been 
in contact with vendors. Committee will 
likely meet next month. 
3. Glen noted that Donna DeBoer’s passing 
leaves a vacancy as librarian. Anyone 
interested in taking on the job should speak 
to him.  
4. MARS will mark its 30th anniversary at the 
November meeting, by inviting some of the 
long-time former members and the few 
remaining founding members. A special 
cake will be ordered for the occasion.  
Glen followed the business session with a 
presentation on the plants of North 
American deserts taking the members on a 
scenic tour through the Sonoran, Mojave, 
Great Basin and the Chihuahuan.  
Draw Prizes: Door Prize for the evening 
was: R. Dora Amateis. Other prizes were: R. 
Ginny Gee, R. Blue Baron, R. Sugar Puff, R. 
Fantastica and a hosta. Winners were: 
Yvonne Landry, Bryon Fischer, Lars 
Stefanyk, Dan Schwarz, Don Bridgen and Kel 
Roberts. 
Meeting Adjourned: 9:40 pm               Page 7 



 

 

 

 

ARS 2019 Fall Conference, Parksville 

A wonderful weekend with great friends,  

awesome food and lots of fun! 

Along with an outstanding program of talks ranging from the 

scientific to the practical – all focused on rhododendrons in a 

warming climate – conference goers enjoyed great food, garden 

tours, a silent auction, plant sale and raffle.  

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to help – and everyone who 

came to celebrate rhododendrons with us! 

 
Members of the Mid-Island Floral Art Club started early Friday creating 

 amazing centrepieces for the tables.  
Photo: Vel Rhodes  



 
At the Registration Desk, Gayle McRae, John Deniseger  

and June Bouchard welcomed 250 people to the conference.  

 
Plants enough for every rhodoholic…and more! 
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Long time friends gathered … 
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The food was spectacular… 

 

 
The display of rhododendron foliage was well-received… 
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Many enjoyed tours of spectacular fall gardens … 
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About 180 people enjoyed delicious buffet dinners. 



The American Rhododendron Society 

 75th Anniversary Convention 

in Portland, Oregon 

April 29 - May 3, 2020  

Heathman Lodge, Vancouver, Washington 
(just over the bridge from Portland) 

Hosted by ARS District 4 
 

2020 Vision, Looking Forward, Reflecting Back  

Featuring a renowned group of international speakers, including: 

• Kenneth Cox from Glendoick, Scotland  

• Lionel de Rothschild from Exbury Gardens, England  

• Jens Nielsen from Denmark  

• Steve Krebs, Holden Arboretum  

• Juliana Medeiros, Holden Arboretum  

• Steve Hootman, Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden  

• Valerie Soza from the University of Washington, and more.  
  

Garden tours will include visits to…  

• Crystal Springs Botanical Garden  

• Cecil & Molly Smith Garden  

• Portland Japanese Garden  

• Lan Su Chinese Garden  

• Iseli Nursery  

• Woodburn Nursery.    
 

The convention will also feature a plant sale and a photo exhibit and 

contest.  Registration for the 2020 convention will open on December 2, 

2019 and will be available online at ARS75.org.  Registration forms will also 

be available as an insert in the Fall quarterly edition of Journal American 

Rhododendron Society.  Information on the ARS, including membership, is 

available at www.rhododendron.org.                                       Page 14



A Danish Road Trip 
Words & Photos:  Linda Derkach  
 

Denmark may be modest in geographical size, but there is nothing retiring about 

the beauty of the country, the cities and gardens.  The four million people who 

live there enjoy many of the same benefits that we do as Canadians – but with 

much less wilderness.  Every square inch seems to be lovingly tended and 

carefully utilized.  A first impression of Denmark is that it is flat, very green, 

spare (no unnecessary abundance or excess), neat and clean.  And it possesses 

beautiful scenery – including some exquisite public and private gardens.   
 

Just down the road from the Lyngby Fort, north of Copenhagen is the lovely 

garden of Mogens and Kristen Bendix that we visited during the 2018 ARS 

Spring Convention in Bremen, Germany.  Here are some of the fine species 

rhododendrons that we enjoyed in Lyngby.  

 
       

This unlabeled orange azalea was a showstopper 

 at the Bendix garden. 
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Rhododendron schlippenbachii 

 

 
Rhododendron keleticum thrives in the rock garden. 

                                                                                                                                          Page 16 



 
Rhododendron kaempferi (Japan 1975) 

 
Pinus parviflora ‘Glauca’ has outstanding colour 

 and unusual, quirky needles.                                         



 
This robust Rhododendron catawbiense bore the label North Carolina 

1930 – a very old specimen thriving far from home.   

Note the perfect, healthy leaves – no notches from pesky weevils – a 

deep, luscious green.   



 
The rock garden is home to a fine collection  

of very old and thriving rhododendrons. 

 
The Lyngby Fort that stood guard over Copenhagen in the 1800’s 

 – now a pleasant place for Danes to spend a lovely summer day.         



 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

     

 

   

 

 

Monday, October 28th, 2019,  

1-3 p.m. 

(doors open 12:30), 

QUALICUM BEACH CIVIC CENTRE, 

747 JONES, Q.B. 

 

$5 at door includes entry in prize draw & 

coffee/tea & goodies. 

 

 

Info?  Valerie: 250-937-7143 or Melanson.valerie@gmail.com 

 

Present JEFF de JONG 

to speak on 

 

TROUGH DESIGN (HIGH & DRY) 

 

 

 

Trough Gardening is an exciting way to build a garden in a tiny landscape.  But make no mistake, 

this small space can make a lasting and dramatic impact.  The building of a trough garden can be 

done with hundreds of combinations of plant material, from woody plants to dwarf clematis.  The 

use of rock gives the trough dimension and year-round appeal.  Join Jeff de Jong to find ways to 

make your alpine trough a site of grandeur every month of the year.   
 

Jeff de Jong is a Horticulture Instructor who currently teaches at the University of Victoria. He 

has a passion for garden design and plant materials.  Jeff has been asked to speak on the topic of 

alpine Gardening at several garden clubs including a presentation at Kew Gardens, London. He has 

a passion for travel and leads tours to locations around the world.  In January he will be hosting 

his 7th trip to New Zealand.   
 

 

 

 

 

 


