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This month:

MARS
is

30!

Come celebrate with us

NOVEMBER 2019

MARS Meetings
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre

Next Meeting:
Wednesday,
November 13

on
Wednesday,
November 13
7:30 pm
And hear
Harry Burton of
Salt Spring Island on

Apples
Re-new your MARS and
ARS membership by
Nov 13 and qualify for
the draw for a
FREE MEMBERSHIP
next year

Cotionus is a fabulous species with
many very attractive deciduous
varieties – most of which have
explosive fall colour such as this
Cotinus ‘Grace’ – always on fire in
October and November.
Inside…
Events ………………...…….......Page 2
Events ………….. ………………Page 3
Cyclamen ……………. ...……....Page 4
Planting Advice ……………..….Page 6
Minutes …………….. ….. .…….Page 8
ARS 2020 Portland …………….Page 9
Hachman Nursery………...…. Page 10

Volume 30, Issue 9

The Rhodovine

Upcoming Programs:
Wednesday, November 13
• Harry Burton on Apple
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MARS November Speaker:

Harry Burton
of

Luscious Organic Orchard
• Celebration of MARS 30th
Anniversary
Sunday, December 8
• MARS Christmas Party

MARS Turns 30!
This year – 2019 – MARS
celebrates its
30th anniversary.
Come and join us on
Wednesday, November 13
(our regular meeting night)

Apple Luscious
Organic Apples
on Salt Spring Island
Everything you wanted
to know about apples –
including a tasting!
Harry’s Philosophy:
I feel very lucky to be an avid
apple grower. What a
beautiful direction to channel

to enjoy some special time

your efforts? A further

with old friends – enjoy

reward is available for those

some goodies and win some
special prizes.
Harry Burton will be bringing
about 150 lbs. of apples for
sale with prices ranging from
$1.25 to $2.50 per lb.

growers seeking new, old or
unique varieties of apples.
Then it becomes a passion.
You are lost and there is no
turning back!”

Mid Island Floral Art Club
Thursday, November 14
at 2:00 pm
St. Stephen's Church Hall
150 Village Way, QB

All Inclusive Design
Info: Deanne 752-1858
Qualicum Beach Garden Club

Tuesday, November 12

Cyclamen hederifolium is snug and happy in
an oak barrel with Rhododendron ‘Medusa’
in October.

QB Civic Centre
Doors open 7pm – Meeting 7:30pm
Guests $3

Mike Yip
Mike Yip is a retired teacher and an
amateur avian photojournalist,
dedicated to increasing public
awareness of the birds on Vancouver
Island. http://vancouverislandbirds.com

Cyclamen hederifolium Silver Leaf Form
boasts white blooms in October. The even
more attractive leaves last much longer.

Cyclamen coum blooms shyly in midwinter – here in February – often
Viburnum x bodnantense ‘Dawn’ is already
blooming for the hummingbirds!

poking through a flurry of snow.
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Cyclamen: Jewels of

dark green background with an underside of
purple of green.

the Woodland Garden
Linda Derkach

Many rhododendron enthusiasts count
cyclamen as a very useful and low
maintenance perennial – and
companionable plant for a shady garden.
Cyclamen hederifolium is probably the
most familiar species in our Pacific
Northwest gardens. It naturally grows in
southern France, southern Switzerland,
Italy, most of the Balkans, Greece, part of
Turkey and many of the Mediterranean and
Aegean islands. And with our increasing
Mediterranean-type climate, no wonder
they do so well in our gardens. C.
hederifolium can be found in the wild in
deciduous woodland, sometimes among
pines or rocks and scrubland, from sea level
to 1300m.

(From The Cyclamen Society website)

If your digging in the garden turns up a
large, fleshy sphere like this, you have
unearthed a cyclamen tuber – and hopefully
not cut it accidentally with your spade.
Re-plant right away and mark or note the
location to prevent further horticultural
accidents. If you have cut your tuber in
half, replant in potting mix with the eyes at
soil level. Do not water the tuber as it is
susceptible to root rot at this time – just
water the soil around it.

All these leaves have emerged from one
very large tuber. Fully grown,
a tuber can be 25 cm in diameter.
In autumn from August to October, the
flowers emerge followed by the leaves
which can be ivy-leafed, heart-shaped or
even spear head shaped. They can be
patterned in pale green, silver or grey on a

Cyclamen hederifolium
Silver Leaf Group
Cyclamen hederifolium Silver Leaf Group
can light up a dark space. This lovely silver
leaf has grown under Rhododendron ‘Party
Orange’ for many years.
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Leaves are round to heart-shaped, often
with silver or grey patterns. The tubers,
when starting to increase in size can often
be seen right at the soil level or poking out.
Unlike C. hederifolium, the roots arise from
the centre of the underside of the tuber.

This C. hederifolium Silver Leaf group
has white flowers.

The Long Leaf or Spear Head form of
C. hederifolium adds interest and variety to
the shady garden.
Cyclamen coum is now in leaf in shady
gardens on Vancouver Island. They are
beloved for their small but exquisite flowers
in winter, often poking through a light
snowfall. In the wild they bloom as the
snow melts between December and April.
C. coum grows in areas of cooler, damper
summers than Mediterranean and likes
winter rain. This species likes humus rich
soil, deciduous or coniferous woodland but
can also thrive in damp spots in scrubland
and alpine turf at higher elevations with
more rainfall.

Cyclamen coum is not so robust as
C. hederifolium and if planted in close
proximity, C. coum will be overwhelmed.
Plant in different parts of your garden to
ensure C. coum also gets to shine.
Both species are very cold hardy and as long
as they are not accidentally dug up when
dormant in summer, they are long-lived in
our climate.
Propagation
Cyclamen are propagated almost exclusively
by seed. In the wild – and in your garden –
as the flowers die they bend over to touch
the ground to release the seed capsule. The
sugary coating of the seed is irresistible to
ants, other insects, birds and small
mammals who carry off the seed, eat the
coating and leave the seed to propagate
wherever it has been abandoned. The
process of eating the coating satisfies the
need for scarification before the seed can
germinate. And this is how cyclamen are
spreading in your garden!
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Garden Advice:
How to Plant a
Rhododendron?
Linda Derkach and Joan Rich

Fall is a great time to plant perennials
and shrubs – the soil is still warm and
moist, easy to dig and very hospitable to
your plants going into the winter. Here
are some tips to help you be successful.
(Note: This article first appeared in The
Rhodovine several years ago. But with
this mild autumn and perfect conditions
for planting, we re-print for all of you
who are out toiling in your gardens.)
First and most important…
Rhododendrons need good drainage.
they do not like to dry out and they don’t
like their feet wet. Moist, well-drained
soil is the key.
Do Some Research
Researching your chosen species or
hybrid will help you be successful.
Check for issues such as sun tolerance,
drainage needs, hardiness and ultimate
size. Some species are best planted
above the ground in a very friable
planting medium. Some can survive
almost anywhere, such as the
“ironclads” but others need protection
from cold drying winds. Terrestrials
such as R. dendrocharis would prefer to
live up in a tree or on a stump – or in a
pot with very, very well-drained planting
medium.
Some rhododendron experts advocate
planting right on top of the soil and
mounding bark mulch around the plant.
At the very least, do not plant your

rhododendron lower than the
surrounding soil. Plant on a slight hill if
possible to enhance drainage. Some
rhododendrons need more shade than
others, while others can tolerate quite a
lot of sun. All rhododendrons benefit
from some sun in order to set bud and
then to bloom the following spring. Most
are happiest with protection from the hot
afternoon sun. So knowing the needs of
your particular rhododendron will assist
you in choosing the best site for
success.
The Best Soil
Once you have chosen a site for your
rhododendron, you need to check out
the soil. Heavy clay soils and thin sandy
soils will not work…rhododendron death
will likely follow. Check your soil deep
down to ensure that it will hold the
moisture but not keep the roots wet.
You can amend your soil with bark
mulch or compost. If you have not
grown rhododendrons in your garden
before, check out the pH of your soil.
Rhododendrons need a pH of 4.5 to 5.8.
(A pH meter is available for loan from
MARS.)
The Planting Process
Once you have the best position and
growing medium, remove your plant
carefully from the pot. If the soil is moist
and the plant is not pot-bound, rough up
the roots at the edges a bit, spread the
root mass gently and plant. If the plant
is dry, re-wet prior to planting by
immersing in a bucket of water until the
plant no longer floats – a sure sign that
the roots have dried out. If the plant is
pot-bound and the roots are quite
matted, rough up and tease the root ball.
In other words, give your plant the best
chance for success by releasing the
roots so they can move out into the soil.

A pot-bound plant that is plopped in the
ground as-is will struggle to survive.
The roots need help to start moving into
the surrounding soil. For a larger four or
five gallon containerized plant that is
severely pot-bound, you may need to
take drastic action and cut an “x” at the
bottom of the mass with a knife. Here’s
a website that shows how to do this.

One for the Birds
and Bees…

www.murcottgarden.com
Click on Talks and Articles and then
click on Planting a Containerised
Rhododendron
Position your rhododendron higher than
the surrounding soil. Put water in the
hole first and let it drain so the soil is just
moist. Settle the soil around your plant
with your hand – do not tramp in with
your foot. Water well, and if you are
plating on a slope build a little well or
berm so that the water doesn’t just run
down the hill and miss the roots. Be
sure there is water nearby so you can
water when needed. Remember –
moist, well-drained soil at all times and
no wet feet?
Mulch, Mulch, Mulch
And finally – mulch your plant all around
the drip line with bark mulch or pine
needles. Do not pile any mulch up
against the trunk of the plant. Two to
four inches of mulch after watering will
help keep the roots cool and moist in
summer and warm and moist in winter –
and help conserve water. This is
especially important for the hot, dry
summers we now have on Vancouver
Island’s east coast.

Vaccinium corymbosum (Highbush
Blueberry) is great for people – but by
adding one or two plants to a wildlife
mixed hedge you can feed the birds and
the bees too.
This easy, deciduous shrub produces
bell-shaped pink-tinged flowers in spring
followed by sweet, edible blueberries in
summer. Hardy to Zone 4, Vaccinium
‘Bluecrop’ is more drought resistant than
other cultivars, will attract wildlife to your
garden and gives you great fall colour as
a bonus.
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
Held at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
October 9, 2019 7:30 pm
President Glen Jamieson and 2019
Conference Chair Linda Derkach opened the
meeting with profuse thanks to all those
who assisted at the 2019 ARS Conference
Sept. 27-29. The Floral Arts Club led by
Joanne Hamilton was singled out for its
spectacular job of creating arrangements
for the all the tables and elsewhere, “even
the men’s washroom” as someone said.
Then Mazie Walsh from the audience asked
for a round of applause for the sevenperson steering committee who saw the
whole event that attracted about 250
people go off without a visible hitch.
Margaret Cadwaladr, author of In
Veronica’s Garden was the guest presenter
for the evening, talking about her research
into Darts Hill, the long-time home in Surrey
of Francisca and Edwin Darts. The Darts
bought the property in 1943 and turned the
acreage into a garden of rhododendrons
and magnolias as well as other plants they
fancied. In the 1990s they donated it to the
City of Surrey. Darts Hill was of interest to
many members in the audience who had
visited on the MARS bus tour a few years
ago or who knew Francisca Dart.
After the break, Linda Derkach gave a
presentation on the gardens of the
Delaware River Valley, places she had
visited in the spring as part of the ARS
Convention in Philadelphia. There are 36
public gardens in that area. Many of them
are huge estates with English-style gardens,
grand lawns and huge deciduous trees, but
few conifers. Among the gardens visited
were such well known names as
Winterthur, Longwood, Mt. Cuba Centre
and Chanticleer.

BUSINESS:
1. MARS will mark its 30th birthday at the
November meeting by inviting former longtime members. There will also be a live
auction.
2. Guy Loyer said the Rhododendron Show
and Sale planned for next April has already
sent out vendor letters and called a meeting
for later in the month.
3. Garden Tour chair Louise Cotterill has set
a date for an October meeting for her
committee.
4. Tony Ansdell said the Species Advisory
Committee will meet in November at Milner
Gardens and Woodland. Another work bee
is expected this fall, but no date has been
set.
5. Marilyn Dawson accepted offers of QF
turkey vouchers from Karen Bennett, Dawn
House and Rose Prufer for the annual
Christmas party on Dec. 8 at the home of
Ray and Jane Walker.
6. There will be a draw for members who
have renewed by the end of the November
meeting to win a free membership for next
year.
7. Kathy Loyer brought muffins and sweet
treats left over from the conference for the
coffee break. She told the crowd they had
been in her freezer and she was not taking
them home again. By the end of the
evening, there was not a muffin to be
found.
8. Gus Thompson won the door prize. Other
winners were Linda Derkach, Mazie Walsh,
Sherry Thompson, Joan Rich and Willie
Dunlop.
Meeting Adjourned: 9:40 pm
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Hosted by ARS District 4 at the Heathman Lodge, Vancouver, WA.
20/20 Vision international speakers to include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kenneth Cox from Glendoick in Scotland
Lionel de Rothschild from Exbury in England
Jens Nielsen, plant explorer from Denmark
Steve Krebs and Juliana Medeiros from the Holden Arboretum
Steve Hootman from the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden
Valerie Soza from the University of Washington
and more.

Garden tours to include:
• Crystal Springs Botanical Garden
• Cecil & Molly Smith Garden
• Portland Japanese Garden
• Lan Su Chinese Garden
• Iseli Nursery
• Woodburn Nursery
• The Stewart Garden (formerly Dover Nursery)
• Sebright Gardens
Additional features: plant sale, photo exhibit & contest, poster session, special clinics,
Around the Sound pre-tour, Willamette Valley and Oregon Coast Excursion post-tour.
Information at: www.ars75.org
Registration opens December 2, 2019

The Hachmann Nursery in Germany:
Legacy of a Rhododendron Pioneer
Do you have Rhododendron ‘Hachmann’s Polaris’ or R. ‘Hachmann’s Charmant’ in your
garden? There are many Hachmann hybrids listed in the Greer book – but a small
fraction of the 400 hybrids introduced by Hans Hachmann of Barmstedt in
Germany. One the most prolific hybridizers of the 20th century, Hans began his
career at the Bruns and Hobbie Nurseries, also learning about hybridizing roses at
the Kordes nursery. Many of his cultivars grow in profusion at the stunning display
gardens at Hachmann Nursery that we visited during the ARS 2018 Spring
Convention in Bremen, Germany, now run by his son Holger. Hans worked to
produce cold hardy and colourful varieties, and this is the reason I have
Rhododendron ‘Hachmann’s Polaris’ surviving well despite being buffeted by a cold,
north wind off the ocean. in winter. Hans was a modest man despite receiving
many awards and medals, including the coveted ARS Gold Medal at the convention
in Scotland in 1996.
Words & Photos: Linda Derkach
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Rhododendron ‘Sunfire’
There was so much in bloom during our visit at the Hachmann Nursery that I had
to run quickly from one exquisite bloom to another to capture all the beauty that
was on display.

Rhododendron ‘Meltzers Glut’

Rhododendron ‘Kiba’

Rhododendron ‘Daniela’

Rhododendron ‘Safari Sunset’
Not everything on display or for sale at the Hachmann Nursery is by Hachmann, and you won’t
find many available here on this side of the pond. But some old hybrids are still around.

Rhododendron ‘Claudine’

Rhododendron ‘Nova Zembla’

Row upon row of robust, healthy shrubs in the sales area….and no
sign of vine weevil damage anywhere!

The Hachmann display gardens with a profusion of colour. Most of the healthy
rhododendrons that we saw growing in Germany were in full sun.

….an exquisite luteum cross

Rhododendron ‘Caruso’ and R. ‘Sarina’

