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This Month:

Pruning
with
Rose Prufer

FEBRUARY 2020

MARS Meetings
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre

Next Meeting:
Wednesday,

February 12
Only in MARS exists
such a thing as
‘Pruferizing’
and we all know exactly
what it means!
This practical
presentation will help
you achieve the results
you want for your
rhododendrons –
healthy, beautiful
shrubs!
More on page 2…

MARS Website
Check out our exciting and
informative website at
marsrhodos.ca

February starts to shine with the
first blooms of hellebores and other
early spring flowers.
Helleborus ‘Pink Frost’ pushes up
sturdy stems with multiple,
gorgeous pink flowers as though
touched by frost. Hellebores are
happy under deciduous trees
where they can get spring
sunshine and rain, followed by
shadier, drier conditions once the
tree leaves break out.
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Upcoming Programs
❖ Wednesday, February 12
• Pruning – or as we say in
MARS – Pruferizing with
Rose Prufer
❖ Wednesday, March 11
• MARS Circle of Knowledge
❖ Wednesday, April 15
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS THE
THIRD WEDNESDAY IN
APRIL – NOT OUR USUAL
NIGHT
•
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Pruning with Rose Prufer
(…or as we say in MARS, “Pruferizing”)
Nothing strikes fear into a gardener’s heart
more than the thought of pruning. But have
no fear – Rose is here!
Horticultural expert Rose Prufer will teach us
how and when to prune rhododendrons,
azaleas, and other plants for best results.
Tough love really does go a long way when
faced with leggy, unattractive and poorly
performing shrubs. But judicious pruning
can result in healthy, attractive and gardenworthy plants. Don’t miss this informative
session on an essential gardening task!

Lionel de Rothschild of
Exbury Gardens, England
SPECIAL NOTICE

MARS Special Resolution
In accordance with MARS Bylaws, the
MARS Executive Committee is making
the following recommendation for
consideration at the General Meeting to
be held Wednesday, February 12, 2020:
“In recognition of the contributions of the
ARS District One Chapters (BC) during
the ARS 2019 Fall Conference, be it
resolved that MARS donate $5,000 to
the Legacy Fund for the Milner
Rhododendron Collection, for the
benefit of the Greig Species
Rhododendron Garden.”

About Rose Prufer
Rosemary’s passion for plants started at a
young age, and in 1985 she completed the
Horticulture Program at BCIT. Her first job
as a custom propagator of rhododendrons
launched a career-long interest in
propagation. Rose was a long-time member
of the International Plant Propagators
Society (IPPS) and has kept her knowledge
current through various courses. Rose has
been a member of several chapters of the
ARS for over 30 years. Now retired, she
loves to share her knowledge and
experience with other gardening
enthusiasts.

MARS Propagation

offering to help, giving Sherry

Update: Volunteers

Dawson a break. Watering is not a

Needed to Water
Marilyn Dawson

Thompson, Glen Jamieson and Marilyn
closed club; email Marilyn Dawson if
you want to join in, dawsom@shaw.ca .
The February schedule is being

It has been almost three months since

worked on now. For those who

12 hardy members of the MARS

regularly go to Nanaimo, a detour to

Propagation Committee struck 594

the greenhouse is a pleasant escape

rhododendron cuttings at VIU’s Paine

from city traffic.

Horticulture Centre in Nanaimo and
hoped for the best - the best being a
high percentage of new plants.

The plants are expected to be needing
attention for the next several months.

While it is still too early to tell how
many will set down roots, the good
news is they haven’t died. In fact,
except for a very few, they look
promising; two even had the temerity
to show a bloom which was quickly
removed. Energy should only be going
into root creation at this point.
The plants are shrouded in plastic and
are misted regularly, but even so they
need to be hand watered about twice
a week. Don Noakes of the Nanaimo
Rhododendron Society has offered to
water our plants on Fridays when he is
at the greenhouse watering the
nearby NRS plants and a small MARS
team has stepped up to do the job on
Tuesdays. Thanks to Margot Moser,
Dawn House and Kathryn Wasiak for

Our future seedlings sit snugly under this
blanket that keeps them warm and moist.
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
General Meeting held at the QB Civic Centre
January 8, 2020, at 7:30 pm
Minutes
President Glen Jamieson opened the year’s
first meeting with good news. The
ARS conference held in Parksville in
September and hosted by MARS turned a
profit of $19,000. How most of that will be
spent will be discussed at the next
Executive meeting. The Executive had
already agreed to recommend a donation of
$5,000 to the Greig Species Garden at
Milner Gardens and Woodland in the name
of all seven chapters of District One. This
recommendation will come to the February
12 general meeting for approval by the
membership in accordance with our bylaws.
(Milner and its parent VIU as well as most of
the District Chapters were huge supporters
of the conference.)
At a meeting with students at VIU, Glen will
also be offering the horticulture class, free
memberships to MARS with digital access to
JARS.
BUS TOUR: Linda Derkach outlined two
possible tours for the spring, suggesting that
members think about them for a decision
later. The first involves a one-day trip to
Tofino and Stubbs Island, normally open on
the May long weekend but closed this year
due to needed wharf repairs. The owner has
offered to open the week before for MARS
members only. Linda suggested car-pooling
for up to 24 members and asked members to
think about it.
Another trip would hire a full-size bus for a
day to tour rhododendron gardens in
Nanaimo, Duncan and possibly Victoria in
early May but not conflicting with the
Mothers’ Day Garden Tour.
MEMBERS: Tony Ansdell had prepared a
draw for all members who had renewed by
November 13. The lucky winner of a free

membership for next year is Sandra
Hemsworth.
OTHER BUSINESS:
1. Rose Prufer presented Ray and Jane
Walker with R. augustinii ‘Marine’ as thanks
for hosting the successful Christmas party.
2. Jane passed around a sign-up sheet for
members to offer treats for future coffee
breaks.
3. Marilyn Dawson had a sign-up sheet for
volunteers to take part in promoting MARS
at Seedy Saturday on February 1. Shifts are
two hours from 9:30 to 3:30.
4. Glen reminded members of the
upcoming ARS Convention in Vancouver,
Wash./Portland, Ore. in April, the 75th
anniversary of the formation of the
American Rhododendron Society. Several
MARS members have already registered.
5. Members of the propagation group were
asked to consider helping out with the
watering of the cuttings now at VIU
greenhouses in Nanaimo. So far, the work
has been done by only a few.
PROGRAM: As a warmup for the main
event (annual photo night) Gus Thompson
gave a short presentation on how to
improve photos – changing the background,
cropping and decluttering and illustrated
with a selection of beautiful photos.
Members had sent about 100 photos for
Glen to create the Photo Night Presentation
which included a wide range of interests.
The garden shots were varied: a trip to
Rhododendron Lake nearby to Moslem
gardens in Istanbul, spectacular roses to
thousands of species tulips.
PRIZES: The door prize, R. ‘Cilpinense’ was
won by Tony Ansdell. Other winners were:
Kel Roberts, Marilyn Henderson and Willy
Dunlop.
Meeting Adjourned: 9:40 pm
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Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday
Saturday, February 1, 2020
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
10 am to 3:30 pm
Admission by Donation
Theme: Seeding the Future
Speakers:
• 10:30 to 11:30 am - Chris (Farmer) Brown on Local Food Solves Global Problems
• 1:00 to 2:00 pm - Joyce McMenamon on Backyard Composting
Features:
• 70+ Participants
• Seed Swap
• Master Gardeners
• Seedy Café
• Milner Garden’s Shoots with Roots Children’s Program
Door Prizes and Raffle
Only 1000 Raffle Tickets to be sold at $2.00 each
Raffle Prizes:
• Original Oil by Margery Blom valued at $250
• Glass Art piece by Ted Jolda valued at $200
• Quality Foods Gift Certificate worth $200
• Dolly’s Home Hardware Herb Planter valued at $140
• Lee Valley Gift Certificate worth $100
The Town of Qualicum Beach
will have a truck in the parking lot to collect pesticides and herbicides.
Contact: Murray Chantler
Publicity Coordinator
250-248-7712
email: publicity@qbseedysaturday.ca
Website:
www.qbseedysaturday.ca
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2020 Winter & Spring Events and Activities
Date & Time
Monday, January 27
1:00 pm
Saturday, February 2
Wednesday,
February 12 - 7:30 pm
Thursday, February 13
2:00 pm

Event
Alpine Gardeners of Central VI - AGM
Margot Moser on Alpine Gardening
Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday
MARS – Pruning with Rose Prufer

Location
Shelly Road Hall,
Parksville
QB Civic Centre
QB Civic Centre

Mid Island Floral Art Club
Midolino Magic

Monday, February 24
1:00 pm
Wednesday, March 11
7:30 pm
Monday, March 30
1:00 pm

Alpine Gardeners of Central VI
Zac Kregosky on Xeriscaping
MARS – Circle of Knowledge

St. Stephen’s
Church Hall, 150
Village Way QB
QB Civic Centre

Wednesday, April 15
7:30 pm
Saturday, April 18
10 am to 2 pm
April 29 to May 3
Saturday, May 9
Sunday, May 10
Wednesday, May 13
7:30 pm
Saturday, June 13
Coming Attractions….

Alpine Gardeners of CVI –
Richard Hebda on Snowdrops, Related
Bulbs and Native Plants.
MARS – Lionel de Rothschild of Exbury
Gardens, England
MARS Rhododendron Show and Sale

QB Civic Centre
QB Civic Centre
Snowdrops for
sale.
QB Civic Centre
Parksville Curling
Club
Portland, Oregon

American Rhododendron Society
75th Spring Convention
MARS Mother’s Day Weekend Garden Qualicum Beach
Tour
Parksville
MARS AGM
QB Civic Centre
MARS Summer Potluck Wind-up Party
on MARS Garden Tour 2020

Goteborg Botaniska
Gothenburg Botanical Garden, Sweden
One of Europe’s finest public gardens is the Botanical Garden in Goteborg, Sweden,
(GBG) welcoming a half million visitors each year to its 99 acres of gardens within a
430 acre mostly nature reserve in the city. And in 2018, about 60 of those visitors
were part of the pre-tour for the American Rhododendron Society Convention in
Bremen, Germany. This spectacular garden includes a Rhododendron Walk,
perennials, bulbs, greenhouses, an Alpine Garden and Smith’s Hollow – a tribute to a
Swedish plant hunter and explorer with the unlikely name of Harry Smith.
Besides seeing some rhododendrons, my main aim was to view the Alpine Garden
whose reputation and fame had intrigued me.
Goteborg was first built in 1607 by decree of the King Charles IX. Sadly it was
burnt to the ground in 1611 by the Danes and subsequently rebuilt at a different
site in 1621 mostly by the Dutch who had experience with building on marshland.
Over time, the city grew and thrived thanks to iron and wood exports and the
tobacco, sugar and herring industries. The accumulation of wealth resulted in the
building of magnificent log houses along the canals. But when these succumbed to
several fires in the late 1700s, only stone houses were permitted to be built within
the city. Through the next centuries, Goteborg grew from an industrial seaside
town to an innovative, modern city, now preparing to celebrate its 400th
anniversary in 2021.
An important feature of this beautiful city is the Gothenburg Botanical Garden
(GBG). The following pictorial offers just a taste of the variety of plant material
and an inkling of the spectacular beauty for which this garden is justly famous. In
particular, the Woodland Garden with its intriguing understory plantings, the
amazing plant combinations everywhere, and the rock Garden were memorable.
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The Rhododendron Walk in the Gothenburg Botanical Garden

Dwarf rhododendrons in a rock garden setting.
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In the woodland garden, rhododendrons thrive along with many companion plants
and exceptional perennials used as ground cover.

Wood Poppy (Hylomecon japonica), Diphylleia cymosa and a huge variety of hardy
ferns cover the ground, protect the soil and serve to prevent moisture loss.
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Many large leaf rhododendrons thrive in the woodland garden underplanted with ferns,
mosses and other shade lovers. A mulch of shredded leaves helps preserve moisture.

To the amazement of many North Americans, Skunk Cabbage (aka Swamp Lantern) – seen here in
the woodland garden alongside a stream - gained great popularity in Europe through the 20th
century. Originally imported to the UK in 1901, Lysichiton americanus – native to the Pacific
Northwest – escaped botanical gardens and has become a non-native invasive plant according to the
European Union in 2016. Growing in Wisley and other English gardens, Skunk Cabbage is on the “Do
not cultivate” list of the Royal Horticultural Society.

Matteucia struthiopteris (Peacock Fern) is a useful understory plant in a moist woodland setting.

GBG employs an attractive style of underplanting – great horizontal swathes of shade
lovers that create unique architectural patterns. Diphylleia cymosa in the background
with Maianthemum stellatum and Veratrum nigra to the right are star understory plants.
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Rhododendron leaves are set off nicely by the bright yellow Hylomecon japonica (Wood
Poppy), native to woodlands of eastern Asia. Long-blooming, it spreads by rhizomes and
can smother lesser companions. Great for a woodland or wild garden.

Inspired combinations are as important as the plants themselves – hostas, epimediums, heucheras and
spring bulbs create a tapestry that does not rely on blooms to delight.

This stately and graceful old rhododendron is mindful of the hundred-year-old Rhododendron arboreum
specimens in the Lost Gardens of Heligan in Cornwall, England.
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The pond at the Rock Garden is a popular place to relax and observe wildlife.

Rising from the pond, spectacular rocks and boulders provide homes for interesting alpine plants.
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Paths meander among the boulders, providing a perfect habitat for many alpine jewels.

Species tulips – possibly Tulipa sprengeri (?)– brighten up the Alpine Garden.
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Alpine plants - from hardy evergreens to diminutive creeping beauties - thrive
at the GBG against this spectacular waterfall.

Hosted by ARS District 4 at the Heathman Lodge, Vancouver, WA.
20/20 Vision international speakers to include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kenneth Cox from Glendoick in Scotland
Lionel de Rothschild from Exbury in England
Jens Nielsen, plant explorer from Denmark
Steve Krebs and Juliana Medeiros from the Holden Arboretum
Steve Hootman from the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden
Valerie Soza from the University of Washington
and more.

Garden tours to include:
• Crystal Springs Botanical Garden
• Cecil & Molly Smith Garden
• Portland Japanese Garden
• Lan Su Chinese Garden
• Iseli Nursery
• Woodburn Nursery
• The Stewart Garden (formerly Dover Nursery)
• Sebright Gardens
Additional features: plant sale, photo exhibit & contest, poster session, special clinics,
Around the Sound pre-tour, Willamette Valley and Oregon Coast Excursion post-tour.
Information at: www.ars75.org
Registration opens December 2, 2019
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