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Steve Hootman:
Expedition
to

NOVEMBER 2020

MARS Meetings
2nd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach
Civic Centre –

Next Meeting:
Not our usual night

November 18
via Zoom
or in person

Northern Vietnam
Steve will share this
unique adventure – two
weeks in the mountains
of northern Vietnam.
More information inside…
Remembrance Day 2020

Acer palmatum ‘Shishigashira’
is versatile – thriving as a small
garden tree, container or bonsai
specimen. This compact,
shrubby tree transforms its
curled, green leaves to brilliant
orange in autumn – and is not
as prone to sunburn as other
varieties.
Photo: Marilyn Dawson
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He has participated in or led around

ZOOMING…

20 expeditions into the remote
regions of the world looking for rare
and new taxa of rhododendrons and

Coming Wednesday,

other plants and is considered one of
the world authorities on the genus
Rhododendron.

November 18 – 7:30 pm
Expedition to
Northern Vietnam 2017

He is also an active collector,
authority and promoter of related
Ericaceae including genera such as
Vaccinium, Agapetes and Gaultheria.
Steve received the ARS Gold Medal in
2007 and is the 2018 recipient of the
Loder Rhododendron Cup from the
Royal Horticultural Society.

IMPORTANT
In Person: You may attend in
person at the QBCC by first
Rhododendron expert Steve
Hootman will share this unique
adventure – focusing on the
amazing plants and sights from
a two-week expedition to the
mountains of north Vietnam.
Included will be a few species
of Rhododendron completely
new to science.
Steve Hootman is the Executive
Director & Curator of the
Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden in Federal Way, Washington.

registering with Marilyn
Dawson at dawsom@shaw.ca.
For Zoomers you will receive
an invitation to join the call a
few days prior. Please follow
instructions in the invitation to
ensure you are included.

Please note: This
presentation is not on our
regular night due to
Remembrance Day.
It is one week later.

MORE…
More on our presentations and
activities:
Go to

marsrhodos.ca
and Click on Coming Events
where you will find
Glen’s talk from October 14
that has been posted for
everyone to view.

Visit Yunnan, China and

Mulch?
What mulch?
A Work Bee at the Greig
Species Garden
From Marilyn Dawson

The day was billed as a washout, so
12 hardy ‘rhodophiles’ from MARS
and Nanaimo RS turned up at the
Greig Species Rhododendron Garden
at Milner Gardens and Woodland
dressed for the occasion.

Northern Vietnam

via Zoom
From the comfort and safety of
your home, you can enjoy

Botanizing in Yunnan, China
by Glen Jamieson – posted on our
website – and available for you
to view at any time. Even better
on your iPad anywhere with a
glass of wine??
It was almost like being there
…. without the leeches,
snakes, bushwhacking, and
dining on caterpillar delicacies.

John, Susan and Art working away at
the huge pile of mulch…
Photos: Glen Jamieson
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Worker bee Katherine

Only it didn’t rain (until much later in the
day) and the layers of clothing started
coming off as everyone set to work, first
doing some essential weeding, then
wielding rakes on the mulch delivered in a
series of wheel barrow loads.

Marilyn raking mulch into place…

Chris and Linda N. weeding…

Everyone seemed to be enjoying
themselves. There was a lot of happy
chatter and the mound of mulch (about 100
yards) was gone just before noon.

Susan and Glen – happy workers…

Propagation
Activities
Meanwhile, our propagation group now
led by Katherine Wasiak with Marilyn
Dawson, Rose Prufer, Don Bridgen,
Dawn House, Glen Jamieson and others
have been very busy taking and striking
cuttings this past month.
Propagating is fun and easy and oh so
satisfying when new seedlings start to
put out roots.
Interested members are welcome to join
the group.
Gayle, Art and June…

Another load is expected in about two weeks
when others might want to join in the fun.

Suzanne…
Marilyn Dawson will be happy to add new
names to the list of volunteers; email her at
dawsom@shaw.ca

To find out more about joining the
Propagation group, please contact
Katherine at

katherine.wasiak@gmail.com.

These newly struck cuttings will be
placed on heating pads until roots
begin to show. Last year’s
propagation efforts have been potted
up and are now big enough to spend
the winter snug and cozy at Milner
Gardens and Woodland.
Photo: Rose and Art Prufer
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Rose Gall
Glen Jamieson
Glen shares his encounter with a rose
gall – the result of a visit from the gall
wasp.

triggers. The hatching larvae nourish
themselves with the nutritive tissue of
the galls, in which they are otherwise
well-protected from external
environmental effects. The host plants,
and the size and shape of the galls are
specific to the majority of gall wasps.
Galls can be found on nearly all parts of
the plant, including the leaves, buds,
branches, and roots. Frequently, the
determination of the species is much
easier through observation of the galls
produced rather than the insect itself.
Diplolepis rosae is a gall wasp which
causes a gall known as the rose
bedeguar gall, Robin's pincushion,
mossy rose gall, or simply moss gall.

This rose gall on Rosa glauca
in Glen’s garden was about five
centimetres in diameter.
Gall wasps, also called gallflies, are a
family (Cynipidae) in the wasp
superfamily Cynipoidea within the
suborder Apocrita of the order
Hymenoptera. Their common name
comes from the galls they induce on
plants for larval development.
About 1,300 species of this generally
very small creature (1–8 mm) are known
worldwide.
The plant galls mostly develop directly
after the female insect lays the eggs.
The inducement for the gall formation is
largely unknown; discussion speculates
as to chemical, mechanical, and viral

The gall develops as a chemically
induced distortion of an unopened leaf
axillary or terminal bud, mostly on field
rose (Rosa arvensis) or dog rose (Rosa
canina) shrubs.
The female lays up to 60 eggs within
each leaf bud using her ovipositor. The
grubs develop within the gall, and the
wasps emerge in spring; the wasp
is partheogenetic (growth and
development of embryos occur
without fertilization by sperm) with fewer
than one percent being males.
In my garden, only Rosa glauca was
infected, and every plant was, even
small seedlings.
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MARS Membership
Renewal Time

E-Transfer…

It is time for us to attend to the
annual renewal of our membership
in MARS and ARS.

• You will be asked to choose a
question and provide the
answer.

As usual, the cost is $30 and we
need to have payment by
December 1.

• Please use “What is this for” as
the question and provide an
obvious answer.

Here are the ways to pay:

At a meeting…
• Assuming we have some
meetings, you can pay me by
cash or cheque.
• If paying in cash, please make
sure I register your name.
• Please make your cheque is
made payable to “MARS”.

Mail a cheque…
You can pay by cheque by mailing
to:
MARS
PO Box 342
Qualicum Beach BC V9K 1S8

• You can pay using e-Transfer to
treasurer@marsrhodos.ca

Drop it off…
• If you find it more convenient,
you can put the cheque or
money in an envelope and put
into the mailbox by my front
door at:
441 Seacrest Place
Qualicum Beach, BC
V9K 1E8
• Again, if it is cash, make sure
your name is identified clearly.
Many thanks from
Tony Ansdell,
MARS Membership Chair
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Tackling the Giants

This amazing and much-loved specimen of Rhododendron ‘Loderi King
George’ was moved from the garden of John and Arlene England to a
special place in Milner Gardens and Woodland this October.
Often photographed, ‘King George’ has accommodated our Mother’s Day
Weekend Garden Tour for many years - always being in absolutely,
glorious masses of pinky/white blooms.
Doing the shovel and grunt work are Art, John, Dan, and Don of MARS
and Bryan who is a member of the Nanaimo RS.
Many thanks to John and Arlene for this important contribution.
John and Arlene have recently moved.
Photo: John Deniseger assisted by Marilyn Dawson
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Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’ in glorious bloom during
our 2018 and 2019 Mother’s Day Weekend Garden Tours.

Photos: Linda Derkach
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More digging….at England’s garden

Photos: Art Prufer
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While rhododendron roots are not deep, they are huge masses of
fibrous roots and are very heavy. It is very important not to lift a
rhododendron by its trunk. A trench must be dug all around the drip
line, then the shrub pried up gently to get as much of the root ball as
possible. A front-end loader or Bobcat will be needed to move these
giants.

Photos: Art Prufer
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A Very Special New Home…

The move went very smoothly. Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’ and sister
seedling R. ‘Venus’ (also from England’s garden) were planted just behind the sign
at the entry to the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden. The two parent species
plants (R. fortunei and R. griffithianum) were moved just behind them. R. ‘Loderi
King George’ was a handful but the bobcat made all the difference. Here are the
two Loderi hybrids in their new home. They’ll be spectacular in the spring!!
From John Deniseger

Rhododendron ‘Loderi Venus’ blooming in England’s garden in June 2020.
Blooming later than R. ‘Loderi King George’, she will be welcoming visitors to the
Greig Species Garden in early June 2021.

And one more….

Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’ – a spectacular specimen strategically
situated in the demonstration garden of a San Francisco nursery
during the ARS Convention 2007.
If you have a large garden, a Loderi would be a great addition.
R. ‘King George’ and ‘Venus’ Photos: Linda Derkach
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Autumn Chills and Thrills
If you have a smaller garden – or even if you don’t – choosing shrubs and trees for
your garden can be a daunting task. Much care needs to be taken so that you
don’t need to rectify a sad mistake in a few years – such as a plant too wide or too
tall for the space – or nasty needles or fruit drop in an awkward place. Or not
enough sun – or too much sun. Right plant – right place is a very important
consideration for choosing perennials, shrubs and trees for your garden. And
here’s another: What does this shrub or tree offer through autumn? For
deciduous shrubs and trees, great autumn colour brightens up our evergreen
rhododendrons when not in bloom. If the leaves just turn a dull brown and
gather on the ground in a sludgey mess - remember that there are lots of
wonderful specimens that glow orange, red, yellow and coral through October
and November. Here are a few to consider.

Acer palmatum ‘Beni-otake’ glows in Marilyn Dawson’s garden
– at first a supporting player in spring then becoming the star in autumn.
Narrow, deeply cut red-purple foliage glowing red in autumn,
A. ‘Beni-otake’ thrives in the ground or container.
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Evergreen, deer-resistant and slow-growing – what’s not to love about
Nandina domestica ‘Gulf Stream’. A selection of Great Plant Picks, ‘Gulf Stream’ is bushy
and compact with bronze and orange new growth. Great for containers, hedges or foundation
planting, this lovely evergreen is happy in full sun or light shade.
Here she is sporting a skirt of fallen leaves courtesy of a red-leafed Japanese maple.

Acer palmatum var. dissectum ‘Waterfall’ is clothed in soft green leaves in spring,
turning golden yellow in autumn. Growing slowly to 8 feet, ‘Waterfall’ is happy as a
focal point in a container or in raised bed in the garden
that will show off its weeping habit.

Acer palmatum ‘Orange Dream’ holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.
And along with Acer ‘Osakazuki’ is a much-admired tree in my garden. Emerging with golden yellow/pinkedged leaves in spring, ‘Orange Dream’ becomes chartreuse in summer and then brilliant orange and
yellow in fall. Magnificent! At an eventual height of 8 to 10 feet, this Japanese maple is happy in a
container or in the ground as a focal point. Colour is best in part shade as leaves are prone to scorch
with lack of moisture or excessive exposure to full sun.

For folks who like a low maintenance but stunning garden, here is an easy-care, colourful,
deer and bunny resistant combination that looks good from early spring to December.
An attractive grass nestled against Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ which is adjacent
to Pieris and then the incomparable Cotinus ‘Golden Spirit’ AGM transforming
its chartreuse leaves to gold, yellow, orange, coral and pink!
Bonus: This combination is drought tolerant once established.

Euonymus alatus ‘Compactus’
(Dwarf Burning Bush)
with evergreen, indestructible
Osmanthus heterophyllus
‘Tricolor’
(False Holly)
make a captivating combination
in a mixed border or hedge.
Osmanthus ‘Tricolor’ is slowgrowing, easy care and once
established requires little water.

Words and Photos: Linda Derkach

Vaccinium corymbosum
(Highbush Blueberry) produces
a great crop of yummy
blueberries – and is even better
in a mixed border to provide
nectar for the early bees then
delicious berries for robins.
Bonus: smashing fall colour!
This specimen grows in a mixed
border, along with
rhododendrons, perennials
and this useful, dark green,
evergreen Berberis darwinii – a
clone from Milner Gardens.

