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ZOOM

MARS Meetings
On Hold
for now

Friday, January 15
7:00 pm

Linda Gilkeson
on

Year-Round Organic
Gardening

Linda will share tips on how to
use your garden space wisely,
including tips on what to grow,
planting schedules and simple
ways to protect crops from
extreme weather.
No matter the topic, we always
learn valuable lessons
from Linda.

Don’t miss it!!

Looking Back to MARS
Mother’s Day Garden Tour
of 2018
Magnificent old
rhododendrons and a
sweeping view of the strait
greeted visitors to this
Qualicum garden on our
Tour of 2018.
Inside…
Events ……... …………......Page 2
Membership Renewal .…....Page 4
Rhododendron Care ………Page 4
Garden Tour 2018 …………Page 6
Alpines in Bremen………….Page 9
Wreath Making …………...Page 13
More Zoom ……………….Page 14
Chris’ Garden …………….Page 15
Events Calendar …………Page 16
ARS 2021 Nova Scotia …Page 17

Volume 31, Issue 1

The Rhodovine

Zoom
to the rescue…
Here are some Zoom presentations to
keep us excited about our gardens
through coming bleak days!

From MARS…
Friday, January 15 at 7:00 pm
Linda Gilkeson on
Year-Round Organic Gardening
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Saturday, February 6 at 10 am

Ken Nentwig on
Water Efficiency in the
Landscape
Ken Nentwig is a retired landscape architect
and educator.
This Zoom is presented jointly with
Vancouver Island Master Gardeners.

Saturday, March 20 at 7 pm

Brian Minter on
What's New in Edible Gardening
April presentation
Date and Time TBA
Brian White on
Vietnam in the Spring

Gardeners in the mild climate of the West
Coast can enjoy fresh food from their
gardens all year round. To do that you need
to choose the right varieties and plant them
at the right time. The talk includes tips on
what to grow, planting schedules and simple
ways to protect crops from extreme
weather. Fitting winter crops in with summer
plantings to make the most intensive use of
your garden space will also be covered along
with how to avoid common pests and other
problems. EVERYONE WELCOME!

Brian works in Tourism and worked with the
people at Mt. Fansipans to construct a trail
to the summit in a sustainable way. His talk
will complement Steve Hootman’s November
talk on Vietnam in the Fall, and focused on
the Five Fingers area, he can show us images
of the rhododendrons in flower as well as
some of the other plants found growing with
them.

May presentation
Date and time TBA

Zoom talks that are organized and
presented by MARS are at no cost
to all members of MARS. There is

Marion Mackay, Massey
University, NZ on

no need to register. You will
receive the Zoom invitation a day or

The New Zealand ex situ
Rhododendron Conservation

From the Victoria

Project

We are invited to join the following
Zoom presentations organized by the
Victoria Rhododendron Society at no

Because our audience is mostly private
individuals who like to grow rhododendrons
at home, rather than folk from botanic
gardens, the talk will speak to what the
private collection holder can do or how they
can participate (with also a bit on how the
NZ work fits with the Global Conservation
Consortium).
Note: Marion is a Senior Lecturer in
Horticulture and Environmental Management
who specialises in plant biodiversity and the
conservation and management of plantrelated aspects of the
landscape/environment. Her current
research examines the diversity of exotic
plants in cultivation in New Zealand,
including their utility for international

two prior to the talk.

Rhododendron Society

cost to all MARS members.
All presentations begin at 7:30 pm
with the Zoom link being open at 7:15.
Monday, February 1
Anne Allen and Ian Duncan on
Wildflowers of Newfoundland
Monday, March 1
Leeanne Mueller on
You’re Smarter than Your Average Deer
Monday, April 5
Malcolm Ho-You on
Herbaceous and Tree Peonies

conservation programmes. The
genus Rhododendron is a current focus; from
2016-2020 Marion has been working with an
international group to develop a global
conservation strategy for this
genus. Marion also studies New Zealand
indigenous flora including native forest
restoration projects and the target species
programme of the New Zealand Indigenous
Seed Bank project.

Paeonia suffruticosa ‘Yachiyotsubaki’ (Tree Peony) has
short-lived but spectacular blossoms 7 inches across,
and is worthy of a place in the garden.
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Membership Renewal
Cost of membership in MARS and the
ARS is $30.
Here are the ways to pay…

Mail a cheque…
MARS
P.O. Box 342
Qualicum Beach BC V9K 1S8

E-Transfer…
• You can pay using e-Transfer to
treasurer@marsrhodos.ca
• You will be asked to choose a
question and provide the answer.
• Please use “What is this for” as the
question and provide an obvious
answer.

Drop it off…
• Please put a cheque or cash in an
envelope and pop into the mailbox at
Tony’s house
441 Seacrest Place
Qualicum Beach
V9K 1E8
• If it is cash, make sure your name is
identified clearly.
Many thanks from
Tony Ansdell,
MARS Membership Chair
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Rhododendron Care
in Winter
Pearls of wisdom gleaned from an expert panel
presentation at the January 2014 meeting
By Marilyn Dawson
(From February 2014 Rhodovine)
The subject was rhododendrons and their care
in winter and early spring. And although it was
a rainy, miserable night, the crowd of more
than 100 were very attentive, listening to four
panelists give their views. As one person said
later, “It is so reassuring to know there is more
than one way to do things.”
Three members of the panel came from the
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society: President Art
Lightburn, John Deniseger and Chris
Southwick. The fourth was MARS member Don
Bridgen. Moderator Linda Derkach offered a
series of questions that sometimes brought
amusing answers…such as what to do during
the cold and snow and ice...that is if we were to
get any!! Art Lightburn said quickly, “Go to
Arizona”, but then more seriously tackled the
question with the other panelists.
Here are some of the highlights of the
evening’s discussion:
❖ If the ground can be worked it is safe to
work outdoors, planting or weeding. In fact
everyone agreed early weeding is good so
that the weeds do not go to seed and
create more work in the busier times ahead.
❖

Plants can be brushed gently to remove
snow, but most of the panel preferred to
leave snow alone as an insulator from the
cold. Heavily ladened branches can be
propped up from below.

❖ The panelists spoke from their own
experiences and individual micro-climates.
Art lives in Craig Bay area, John in Bowser,
Chris in Nanaimo away from the sea and
Don in Port Alberni, all very different
growing areas.
❖ It is safe to repot plants in winter.

❖ If branches are broken, but not snapped off,
a repair can be attempted. A large branch
may need to be pinned, or even bolted.
Smaller branches can be treated with
electrical tape. All agreed it is worth trying
before reaching for the pruners. John
suggested looking at the reason for the
break and studying the structure of the
plant and its siting.
❖ Wind is one of the biggest enemies of
rhododendrons. Leaves can be desiccated
by strong winds and plants should be sited
with that in mind, and soil kept moist.
❖ Even in winter plants need water. Maybe
not every winter, but this year so far has
been relatively dry. In most gardens, there
are dry spots all year, under the eaves or
under dense treed areas that will always
require water. In our northwest climate,
rhododendrons do not go dormant during
the winter, so watering may be necessary if
there is little rain.
After solving some of winter’s woes, the panel
turned to spring preparation. Where do you
start and when? Obviously there was no exact
recipe for every garden:
❖ Some members fertilize in December when
plants show stress. Don uses Epsom
salts** and iron chelate if necessary. Chris
preferred not to fertilize, instead relying on
a good soil mix and good drainage to keep
the plants healthy.
❖ All agreed that a regular walk-around was
an essential part of gardening. Take the
time to look at plants and notice problem
areas.
❖ Mulching is a necessary part of gardening
to retain moisture; the preferred time is late
fall. Mulch materials vary from sea soil to
compost to bark.
❖ Deadheading, necessary or not? With wellestablished plants perhaps it is not
necessary, but esthetically beneficial. The
panel preferred to deadhead smaller
rhododendrons, partly because of the

appearance and partly because it is better
to allow the plant to use its energy in growth
rather than setting seeds. Don was
adamant about rhododendrons in pots deadhead them for sure.
❖ One essential piece of advice: do some
research and planning and choose the right
plant for the available area. Before buying,
the audience was urged to research plants
in various websites such as
www.rhododendron.org – the website of the
American Rhododendron Society. Don’t
plant a rhododendron that will grow to 12
feet or more in an area that can handle only
maybe 3 or 4 feet. Choosing properly
eliminates the need to prune drastically
later on or move the plant.
❖ However, moving is an option even for
huge rhododendrons, but root prune all the
around the plant days before the big move.
** Even though Epsom salts has been widely
used the past, it has lately been proved to be
of no value as an amendment to green-up the
leaves of rhododendrons.

Sad News
Douglas Justice informed fellow
members of the American
Rhododendron Society that his
father, Clive Justice, passed away
on December 21, 2020. Clive was a
founding member of the Vancouver
Rhododendron Society and active
in protecting local parks and
Vancouver's heritage trees. He
was an ARS Gold medal recipient
and a great supporter of the ARS
and District 1.

MARS Garden Tour 2018 – Looking Back

Rhododendron ‘Medusa’ at Dawn and Jim’s garden

Rhododendron ‘Starbright Champagne’ at John and Arlene’s

Rhododendron davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’ at Arlene & John’s
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Rhododendron ‘Scarlet Wonder’

John’s unknown

Rhododendron ‘Jingle Bells’

Three above not identified as yet

2018 MARS Garden Tour….

A hedge of large, old rhodies…

Good drainage for these succulents has been
found in a decaying log in Kathy Claxton’s
garden.

Four-legged visitors pass up this lush garden
filled with deer resistant cultivars such as
euphorbia, geraniums, rhododendrons,
berberis and other cultivars unappealing to
deer and bunnies alike.

Succulents do well with in clay pots
with good drainage.

Fothergilla is a very useful shrub, thriving in
full sun or part shade, here with
Saxifraga x urbium (London Pride)
at its feet serving as a living mulch.
More sun guarantees spectacular
autumn colour.
Next month: Garden Tour 2019

Rhododendron-Park, Bremen
Part 2: The Alpine Garden

Sweeping and bountiful are two words that come to mind as one is swept away by the grandeur
of the horticultural displays at the Rhododendron-Park, Bremen, Germany. And the
Rhododendron Rock Garden is no exception. This is a scene that greets visitors in April and May
on the eastern side of the rockery, dominated by the brilliant red and reddish pink colours of
Rhododendron ’Scarlet Wonder’ – a great favourite of many Marsians as well.

R. ‘Scarlet Wonder’ is a highly rated, low growing and compact hybrid of R. ‘Essex Scarlet’ and
forrestii ssp. forrestii Repens Group, developed by Hobbie – one of the most prolific
rhododendron hybridizers in Europe. Even out of bloom, ‘Scarlet Wonder’ will delight with very
attractive, dark green textured leaves, and will tolerate more sun and exposure than most.
Since many wonderful old hybrids are getting more difficult to find,
here is a cultivar well worth propagating ourselves.
Note: Sadly, the rock garden was somewhat past its prime during our visit in 2018. The top photo is a
copy of a photo from a souvenir hardcover tribute on the garden
by Jochen Monch and Hartwig Schepker.
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Alpine gardeners, rhododendron enthusiasts and rock lovers alike found this part of the Park to be
a delightful surprise – creative garden design with small rhododendrons, alpine plants and lots of shade
lovers as well. Huge slabs of lichen and moss-covered stone provided the setting for
lush ferns, massive hostas and rodgersia with boldly, architectural leaves.

A rockery is a fine way to display a collection of small and dwarf rhododendrons and azaleas,
accompanied by fine hostas, many exploding from between rock slabs.
How fortunate is the gardener with a slope – and the opportunity to turn it into such a
magnificent display with a very wide range of perennials, shrubs and alpines.

This impressive boulder is nestled with rodgersia – found throughout the garden. Rodgersia
loves moist woodland, thus is happy with the many fine trees, waterways and ponds found in the
park. As well, ten hectares of land north of the Kleine Wumme River were added to the park in
1985 and turned into wet meadowland a very desirable setting for moisture and shade-loving cultivars.
Below, beautifully mounding specimens of evergreen azaleas and dwarf rhododendrons.

Words and photos: Linda Derkach

Wreath-Making at Christmas
On December 12, six Marsians joined
members of the DeAnza Chapter of the ARS
in California to learn the craft of wreathmaking and bow-tying. Amazingly, we were
able to conquer the challenges of Zoom so
that a large group of us linked in to learn the
intricacies of wreath-making. Some of us
were experts – Joanne of the Mid Island
Floral Art group while some were total
novices – Linda and Elaine. But we quickly
picked up the basics, and each of us created
a work of art worthy of display on our wintry
front doors.

Heart-shaped and be-ribboned from Elaine

Cedar and holly from Karen
Cedar with gold pizzazz from Joanne

Treasures from the garden by Katherine
Simple yet elegant from Linda

Photos by the wreath creators
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More Zoom
invitations…
From the Willamette
Chapter

Kathy Lintault on
Camellias: Beautiful and
Versatile
MARS members are invited to join the
Zoom meeting hosted by the
Willamette Chapter on
Wednesday, Jan 13 at 7:00 pm.
(The link is in your email sent January 3.)

Kathy Lintault, past President of the
Oregon Camellia Society, will talk
about the camellia’s diverse and lovely
flower forms which can appeal to
those who appreciate quiet and simple
blooms as well as to those who enjoy

From the Portland Chapter

Peter Adams on
Vireyas and the Creation of
White Cloud Nursery
Chapter members are invited to join
the Portland Chapter’s Zoom meeting
on
Thursday, January 21 at 7:00 pm.
With a degree in psychology from the
University of Washington, and
following a varied career including IT
programming, Peter and his wife
settled on the Big Island of Hawai’i
and started a nursery specializing in
vireyas. Peter will share images of
some of his favorite vireyas along
with a timeline of the development of
the nursery and the construction of
Adams’ unique home and 3000 square
foot greenhouse there.

the bright and gaudy. Also, the
camellia’s history and cultural
requirements will be discussed, along
with the camellia’s ability to brighten
the landscape and partner with other
plants, especially in the Pacific
Northwest.
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Rhododendron ‘Honey Star’ (vireya)

In Chris’ Garden…

Rhododendron ‘Len Living’ is a cross of R. strigillosum and R. sutuenense by Mary
Greig – Chris’ grandmother – in honour of her friend on the lower mainland.
Handsome ‘Len’ was having an early and very Christmassy bloom during some
warmer weather in Nanaimo last month.
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Some Dates to Pencil In
Here are some scheduled meetings and presentations. Some may be subject to change.
Detailed information will be sent as soon as it is available.

Date

Event

Friday, January 15

Linda Gilkeson on

7:00 pm

Year-Round Organic Gardening

Monday, February 1

Wildflowers of Newfoundland

7:15 pm

MARS on Zoom
From Victoria RS
via Zoom

Saturday, Feb 6

Ken Nentwig on

MARS and

10:00 am

Water Efficiency in the Landscape VIMGA

Wednesday, Feb 10

MARS General Meeting

Zoom

You’re Smarter than Your Average
Deer

From Victoria RS
via Zoom

7:00 pm
Monday, March 1
7:15 pm

Wednesday, March 10 MARS General Meeting
7:00 pm

MARS on Zoom

Saturday, March 20
7:00 pm

Brian Minter on
What’s New in Edible Gardening

Via Zoom

Sunday, March 28
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Vancouver Master Gardeners
Spring Affair

Via Zoom

Friday, April 9
Saturday, April 10

Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden - Species Symposium

Via Zoom

Wednesday, April 14
7:00 pm

MARS General Meeting

Via Zoom

June 3, 4, 5, 2021

ARS Spring Convention in Nova
Scotia

Via Zoom

October 14, 15, 2021

ARS Fall Conference, Florence,
Oregon

TBA
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ARS 2021 Virtual and Live Convention
June 3 to 6, 2021
Rhodos Down East: Exploring the North Atlantic Region

The Barrens at Peggy’s Cove
Due to travel restrictions caused by the Covid 19 pandemic, the 2021 ARS Spring Convention
will be offering all presentations, garden tours and networking opportunities online to anyone
who can access the internet, as well as in person for those who can travel safely to Nova Scotia.
Speakers include Ken Cox, famed nurseryman and rhododendron breeder from Glendoick,
Scotland, Joe Bruso, rhododendron breeder from Massachusetts and Todd Boland of the
Memorial University Botanical Garden in Newfoundland. Garden Tours include public and
private gardens.

Virtual (Online) Registration opens January 15.
Check it out at ars2021.org
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