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General Meeting
Wednesday,
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Join us for a fun social
time with fellow
Marsians

Rhododendron ‘Olive’
is a brave winter bloomer –
here in Barbara’s garden in
late February 2014.
R. ‘Olive’ is a cross of
R. moupinense and
dauricum and is one of the
earliest to burst forth.
Hardy to minus 25 C.
Inside…

Rhododendron ‘Olive’ in Barbara’s
garden encrusted with snow.
Photos: Linda Derkach unless otherwise noted.
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Remembering Barbara Kulla
Sadly, long time fellow Marsian, Barbara passed away February 10, 2021. For those who loved
Barb, and those who did not have the pleasure of knowing her – a memorial.

Barb accepts the ARS Bronze Medal Award in September 2018….it reads…

Barbara is one of the unsung heroes of MARS. Since she joined many years ago,
she has been a cheerful, willing volunteer and worn many hats that are often hard
to fill. She has managed the tea table in years past, looked after the Dollar Table
and has been a fixture at the annual Rhododendron Show and Sale. Her talent for
acquiring donations has led her to contribute to the Silent Auctions at the ARS Fall
Regional Conference in Nanaimo and the subsequent 2015 ARS Convention in
Sidney. As well she has opened her garden for the annual Mother’s Day Tour and
hosted several potlucks. It is with great pleasure we recognize this outstanding
service to MARS with the chapter’s highest honor, the Bronze Medal.

At MARS’ 25th Anniversary Party with
husband Ken

Helping at a MARS Plant Sale
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From her Family…
“Barbara loved her family and
friends and had a positive
outlook on life. She never
hesitated to express love and
gratitude by embracing you in a
hug and telling you how lucky she
was for knowing such a
wonderful person or having such
wonderful family and friends.
We all know we are the lucky
ones to have known her.
Barbara was especially
passionate about gardening and a
great volunteer. Her passion
and commitment were evident in
the time she spent in her garden
and in other’s gardens and the
many organizations she gave her
time to.”
From Margot…
Since hearing of her passing Barb’s
friends have expressed their fondness
and respect for her with comments
such as these:
• lovely person, so genteel, gracious
and generous

•
•
•
•
•

never failed to be warm and kind
so full of grace and generosity
willingly shared her knowledge
such a lovely lady
had so much life, positive energy,
a gorgeous smile and twinkle in
her eye
• contagious enthusiasm
I first met Barbara 25 years ago when
we both lived in Burnaby and she
joined the Burnaby Rhododendron
and Garden Society, telling me she
wanted to do more volunteering –
and she certainly did! She, another
friend and I (with lots of help)
organized the annual Burnaby
Beautiful Gardens Contest, the Plant
Sale and the Garden Tour, not to
mention helping with the Burnaby
Rhododendron Festival. We had so
much fun! Then, after moving to
Qualicum Beach, Barbara continued
working tirelessly for garden clubs
here – particularly MARS and the
Alpine Gardeners of Central
Vancouver Island.
I am among many who will miss her
dearly and, at the same time,
treasure all the great memories (and
lovely plants) she has left me with.
She was one of the kindest and most
generous people I have ever known.
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Barb was an active member of the Alpine Gardeners of CVI – here hiking at
Paradise Meadows and feeding the Whisky Jacks.

From Marilyn…
Barbara was a can-do person. She had no
fear of rejection. Whether looking for
candidates for the MARS Garden Tour or
prizes for the Rhododendron Show and
Sale, her approach was the same:
introductions, a friendly comment, a warm
smile and then the request. Something like,
“I’ve been admiring your garden every time
I drive by” or “your original glasswork” or
pottery or whatever. “The worst they can
say is no and we move on,” she would say.
And we did. Demoralized? For the acolytes
that accompanied her, yes, but Barbara
stayed upbeat. She had that indomitable
spirit that she would get the job done.
That carried over to her work on the Dollar
Table and the Tea Table, jobs shunned by
most members at the time but necessary
for the chapter.
My friend Barbara was a member every
club should have.
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From Judy…
Barbara was such an asset to any
garden club to which she belonged.
You could tell how much she enjoyed
gardening by her genuine interest in
other people’s gardens.
It was a joy to discuss gardening with
her. She will be missed.
From Glen…
Barbara was an exceptional member
of MARS. She was always friendly
with a smile on her face and could be
relied on to be there when needed.
She was an active participant in our
annual Mother’s Day Garden Tour
and the Rhododendron Show and
Sale. Barb excelled at soliciting items
from local businesses and individuals
for our society’s raffles. I personally
will really miss not seeing her gentle
persona at our get-togethers!

Barbara was a true plantsperson…loved to propagate, especially rhododendrons.

Barb propagating along with other members of MARS and island chapters at our
seeding workshop with Dennis Bottemiller in 2016.
Barb had propagated many rhododendrons for her garden.

Some rhododendron beauties in Barbara’s garden during the 2019 Garden Tour.

From Val…
I met Barbara when I first moved to
Qualicum Beach and joined the QB Garden
Club and the Alpine Special Interest Group.
She was so very welcoming and kind to a
new gardener. She saw it as a mission to
help me get my garden going, giving me
bulbs and divisions of some of her choice
plants. These I still have in my shade
garden and their vigor is a testament to her
superior skills as a plantswoman. I think of

her every year when I see robust clumps
of Geranium phaeum, Ranunculus ‘Brazen
Hussy’, Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’, Tricyrtis,
Spanish Bluebells and Lily of the Valley.
I remember Barbara too as the gentle and
kind hostess, making a number of our
Alpine Gardeners Club’s overseas speakers
very welcome and comfortable. Ever
hospitable, she also ran our coffee and tea
table at meetings. The passing of Barbara
has left a notable hole in the fabric of the
QB Gardening community.
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From John and Arlene…
John and I met Ken and Barb Kulla in our early years with MARS. We
were entertained by Barb and Ken at two lovely events at their home –
not far from our Mill Road address. They were such charming hosts
for our luncheons – surrounded by their garden beds, butterflies and
the whole idyllic scene. I remember thinking that I certainly wanted
to spend more time with them and with MARS members in general.
Coincidentally, we met them at the QF Food Store just two weeks
ago…a quick chat as we were in a lineup and we said, “We have to get
together again soon!”
With sadness but with thankfulness for having met these fine
neighbours and fellow Martians.

Marilyn, Barb, Elaine, Anna and Judy enjoyed the truly awesome
Finnerty Gardens during our MARS Bus Tour to Victoria in 2014.
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Rhododendron ‘Tara Too’ was a favourite of Barb’s
and the envy of her friends.
In a strange twist of fate, Paul Wurz of the North Island
Rhododendron Society, nurseryman and prolific rhododendron
propagator, passed away February 20. Paul named Rhododendron ‘Tara
Too’ for his daughter Tara Lynn. Many Marsians have this handsome
plant in their gardens – purchased from Paul at our annual plant sale or
at his beautiful garden and nursery north of Campbell River.
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From Linda…
I met Barb at my first meeting of the
MARS Mother’s Day Garden Tour
Committee in 2008, not suspecting
that this would be more than a
decade-long relationship with the
garden tour and friendship with Barb.
She quietly took me under her wing,
showing me the ropes of how to
acquire good gardens for our tour,
knocking on doors and meeting
wonderful people. Gentle, kind, wise
and friendly are all words that come
to mind when watching Barb carry
out her volunteer activities. During
these years, Barbara and I drove
many a road in Qualicum, Parksville
and right down to Nanoose seeking
gardens, and with her great charm
and perseverance, our club mounted
successful garden tours over many
years.
A few years later while chatting in her
garden, she proudly showed me her
burgeoning collection of alpine
Coming Attractions

treasures – and I became hooked.
Her invitation to attend a meeting of
the alpine group lead to a new
passion for me and another shared
interest with Barb. Soon we were
buying tufa together and dragging
home huge bags of organic fertilizer.
Barbara loved to share. Each year,
when my lovely, little, pink-flowered
strawberry plants – from Barb - come
into bloom, I am reminded of her
generosity and willingness to share
her garden, her plants and her
friendship.
Sadly this pandemic has kept people
apart, but lucky for me Barbara called
me just after Christmas to say hello,
share a few stories and keep our
connection.
Barbara’s passing is a huge loss for
our rhododendron and alpine groups,
and for the horticultural community
on Vancouver Island. She will not
soon be forgotten.
Epimedium ‘Ellen Wilmott’
Epimedium is a great, easy-care perennial
for dry shade. And the delicate blooms are
expected in March. Now is the time to
carefully cut back last year’s old growth –
being sure not to cut or damage the new
flowers just poking up. Fresh foliage will
appear after bloom.
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Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
General Meeting
Held via Zoom at 7:00 pm on Thursday, February 11, 2021
President Glen Jamieson welcomed
26 viewers to the second session of
the New Year, a casual discussion
with members and a short
educational lecture on the Basis of
Life – Energy. (The lecture was sent to
members via email for those who
missed it earlier). The first session in
January was a well-attended talk by
Linda Gilkeson of Salt Spring Island.
All sessions are open to local garden
clubs during the pandemic as well as
to other rhododendron chapters.
After the lecture, discussion ranged
over a series of topics. Diane Henders
encouraged members to submit
photos of their plants in bloom to the
MARS website and that seemed to
get the conversation flowing.
Rhododendron ‘Rosamundi’, an early
rhododendron, has already appeared
in some gardens along with
hellebores and some early bulbs.
Geraniums, among a host of other
plants were blooming in home
greenhouses. Talk wasn’t all about
plants: mention of a solar roof for
example, sparked a flurry of
questions about procedures and
costs that showed considerable

interest in the subject. And there was
considerable interest in the
discussion on water saving in the
garden and any local rebates
available.
Members were also told there would
be no Garden Tour or Rhododendron
Show and Sale as we know it this year
because of pandemic restrictions.
Guy Loyer, co-chair of the plant sale
said a virtual plant sale to members
might be possible, but much would
depend on whether the appearance
of the Covid-19 Variant becomes a
problem. He has been in contact with
Rose Rogan of Perennial Ridge, the
supplier of many wholesale
rhododendrons and perennials for a
possible fall sale, pandemic
permitting, but no decision has been
made.
Linda Derkach mentioned that 2022
maybe proclaimed the Year of the
Garden if enough people write their
Member of Parliament in favor of it.
She included more information in a
subsequent email.
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In the Waning Days of February….

On February 19, Rose photographed R. dauricum f. alba about to bloom
in the Greig Species Garden at Milner. And now it’s February 27 and
Sherry captured the same plant in full bloom.

Hepatica nobilis and Cyclamen coum blooming on a sunny February day.
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More Sad News for the Rhododendron World….
Paul Wurz, nurseryman,
passionate rhododendron grower

possible. Paul and Lynn
propagated about 1,500 young

and propagator passed away
unexpectedly on February 20.

rhododendrons each year.

Paul and wife Lynn own Hidden
Acres Rhododendron Garden and
Nursery just north of Campbell
River, and loved to host fellow
gardeners in their beautiful
garden.
Paul Wurz was born on April 13,
1942 in Penticton, grew up in
Keremeos, and lived in Campbell
River for many years.

Paul was a great friend to MARS
– sharing information and selling
his plants at our annual
rhododendron sale in April.
Many Marsians have at least one
of his beloved plants in their
garden.
Paul will be greatly missed by his
rhododendron friends
throughout Vancouver Island.

Paul received his M.Ed. from
UVic, taught school and was a

During our bus tour of North
Island Rhododendron Society

counsellor for many years. After
retiring in 1998, he and Lynn

members’ gardens in 2017,
Marsians enjoyed a stroll

became full time gardeners at
their small rhododendron
nursery, striving to make as

through the beautiful gardens at
Hidden Acres, home of Paul and
Lynn, enjoying their many

many of the new and specialty
rhododendrons available to

horticultural treasures - from
big leaf species to hybrids and

passionate gardeners as

companion plants.
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Paul and Lynn carved a beautiful garden out of the forest. Pots of
tulips dress up the patio, and huge rhododendrons
thrive, protected by the coastal forest.

Carved beds offer planting ideas with healthy rhododendrons, hostas,
geraniums, Darmera peltata, Japanese maples
and other perennials serving as a living mulch.
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From Glen…
Paul Wurz was a good friend, not
only to me personally but to
MARS as well. With respect to
the latter, he was a regular
seller at our annual spring plant
sale in April, always with high
quality, well-grown plants. Paul
was friendly and was always
willing to share his extensive
knowledge on both species and
hybrids with both our members
and with the general public. His
extensive multi-acre garden
north of Campbell River was
something to behold, beautifully
maintained and with an amazing

collection of rhododendrons. He
was a strong advocate for the
Greig Rhododendron Species
Garden at Milner Gardens and
Woodlands, and actively
participated in its
establishment. At a personal
level, I came to know Paul and
his wife Lynn best when they
travelled with me for three
weeks to Ecuador to the
Amazon, cloud forest and
Galapagos Islands. His passing is
very sad and a great loss to
District 1’s rhododendron
community, where he will be
greatly missed by many!

Rhododendron ‘Paparika Spiced’ in Paul’s garden
Certainly one of the healthiest looking specimens of this hybrid that is known for
spectacular blooms but rather uneventful foliage the balance of the year. Page 13

Rhododendron ‘Starbright Champagne’
is stunning set against the Douglas Fir forest at Hidden Acres.

Paul’s greenhouse and potting shed boast an interesting
collection of succulents, Lewisia and other treasures.
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Propagating Rhododendrons from Seed
From a presentation and handout by Gordon Wylie at the ARS Fall Conference in
Newport, Oregon.
Linda Derkach

Gordon Wylie received the Gold Medal after serving the ARS as president and on
countless ARS Committees. He also received two Bronze Medals from the same
ARS chapter. Gordon, a retired attorney, has gardened for years. He is just now
establishing a new garden in Creswell, Oregon. Below are Gordon’s simple and
successful techniques for growing your own really big rhododendrons from tiny
seeds.
Notes from Gordon’s Presentation….
• Rhododendron seeds are best started in December or late November.
• The plastic grocery store clamshell containers are very handy for this purpose.
Be sure to put holes in the bottom for drainage. Four-inch pots with plastic
wrap overtop also work well.
• Put perlite in the bottom of the container and a layer of peat on top. Pat down
- but not too much. Use enough peat to keep the seed damp until
germination. Sterilizing the medium is not necessary if you are using clean
material right out of the bag.
• Moisten the perlite with warm water. The peat is usually moist but you may
need to add a little moisture by misting.
• Sow the seed thinly. The seed needs to be in contact with the peat that must
be damp. Now close the cover.
• Monitor by making sure there is moisture accumulating at the top of the
container. Be sure to label each container.
•

Bottom heat can speed up the process but lights on for 24 hours or on a
windowsill with no direct sun or top of fridge work fine as well.
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• Sow half the seed – not all at once. After the seed germinates, expect to lose
some – species fail to germinate more than hybrids. Gordon keeps the little
plants on a heated mat until he pricks them out.
• When pricking out, let the plants dry a little and you can tease out with a
pencil more easily. Handle the little plants by their leaves and not the stem.
• Mix bark mulch with perlite and peat about 2 1/2 inches deep in a flat.
Transplant into the flat. Lower the seedlings into the planting medium. They
like their own company and they like to be close together. They can be
planted a little deeper now. Raise the container off the heat mat and if you
are going away, set in a pan of water.

And from Gordon’s Handout….
1. Rule one is careful hygiene. A weak solution of household bleach applied to
tools and containers, followed by a good rinse, is your best friend.
2. Sow seed on the surface of the medium but do not cover the seeds with
medium.
3. Except for bottom drainage, the germination container should be a closed
environment providing essentially 100% humidity. Seed and the surface of
media must remain damp for germination to take place.
4. Bottom heat of 70 to 75F (21-24C) probably aids and speeds germination but is
not a necessity. Seed environment should not exceed this temperature
range…or conversely be in a cold situation such as outdoors or unheated space
in the winter.
5. Never allow sunlight to reach the container. On the other hand, artificial lights
overhead will likely assist initial growth. But such lighting is not essential.
6. Begin gradually exposing plants to the air when cotyledons (first pair of
juvenile leaves) appear. Don’t forget to keep watered after air exposure
begins. Gentle misting is the best method.
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7. Misting every ten days to two weeks with a weak (25 – 50%) mixture of liquid
fertilizer after first true leaves (second pair) appear will assist initial growth.
8. Prick out individual plants to a container where they may grow on in a group
after two or more sets of true leaves appear. Careful, delicate handling is
needed at this stage; allow some drying to assist in separating roots. Timing of
this step isn’t critical as plants may be kept almost indefinitely in germination
container so long as moisture is supplied.
9. The next transplant can be to individual containers, and outdoors if you have a
protected spot such as a cold frame when frost is possible. After further
growth, the plants may be treated the same as young plants from a nursery.
10.Enjoy your new plants and anticipate their flowers.
11.Take extra care to always keep labels with your seedlings.

Coming in March…

Pulmonaria ‘Silver Bouquet’

Another long-lasting perennial for a
shady spot is pulmonaria. In my
slightly moist, woodland setting,
pulmonaria is evergreen through the
winter. As spring emerges, so do
fresh leaves and blooms. At any
time, remove the old, tattered leaves
so that your pulmonaria can shine.
There are many species and cultivars,
some available from Milner Gardens
Plant Sales area. A great ground
cover at the drip line of your
rhododendrons.
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North Island Treasures
Marsians Toured Spectacular Gardens in 2017…

Rhododendron campylogynum was thriving
in the garden of Dave and Noni Godfrey.

Rhododendron ‘Elsie Watson’ in the garden of
John Deniseger and June Bouchard

Rhododendron ‘Lemon Dream’
was unforgettable.

Many Berberis have bright yellow or orange
blossoms on prickly stems – a great deer resistant
plant.

This hypertufa dish is home to a superior
specimen of Alchemilla alpina and grayleafed sedum.
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On to the forested garden of Roberts &
Adela Smith…

A very old and fine specimen of
Rhododendron ‘Scintillation’

One cannot have too many R. ‘Medusa’
in the garden!!

Orange lax trusses of Rhododendron ‘Medusa’
with some of the hundreds of rhododendrons
at the Smith garden.

Many beauties were missing labels – but
stunning none the less.
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For the other 50 weeks of the year,
handsome foliage is a must. Here in the
Smith Garden…

Rhododendron williamsianum
– fresh growth is a burnished copper.

In or out of bloom, R. kesangiae is
distinctive and memorable.

After the bloom, fresh new growth…..at the
Smith garden.
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In the stunning Staton garden by the sea….

Rhododendron ‘Virginia Richards’

Rhododendron ‘Fire Rim’

Even the boulevard gets special treatment.

Rhododendron ‘Phyllis Korn’

Rhododendron ‘Apricot Fantasy’
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In the Kye Bay Garden of Robert Argyll, floral surprises greet the explorer around
every corner on the meandering trails through the woods.

Gunnera, wine and appies in the forested garden.

A luscious red camellia on the forest trails

View of Kye Bay on beautiful Vancouver Island

Rhododendron ‘Venus’

Maybe there’s another exciting
Bus Tour for fellow Marsians…
hopefully in 2022.
Rhododendron luteum is a fragrant
deciduous azalea that is very attractive to
hungry deer.
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Spring Entertainment
Here are some scheduled meetings, presentations and events. Some may be subject to change.
Detailed information will be sent as soon as it is available.

Date

Event

Zoom

Wednesday, Mar 3

Rose Prufer on Propagation of Rhododendrons

Cowichan Valley

7:00 pm

(plus maple and conifer grafting)

RS

Saturday, March 6

Linda Chalker-Scott on Raised Garden Beds

Vancouver Island

1:00 pm

Master Gardeners

Wednesday, March 10 MARS General Meeting

MARS on Zoom

7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 10 Richard Hebda on The Future of

Zoom Link in

7:00 pm

Rhododendrons: The Ancient Past, Modern

March edition of

Distributions and Climate Change

Macrophyllum

Wednesday, March 17 Sharon Bryson on
4:00 pm
Peonies Bloom and Beyond

DeAnza Chapter
of ARS

Thursday, March 18
7:00 pm

Richie Steffen on
The Miller Garden: Legacy of a Plantswoman

Zoom Link in
Macrophyllum

Saturday, March 20
7:00 pm

Brian Minter on
What’s New in Edible Gardening

Via Zoom

Thursday, March 25

Seed Collecting on South Island of New

Pre-register at

5:00 pm

Zealand – Rhododendron Species Garden

RSBG

Saturday & Sunday

Vancouver Master Gardeners

www.mgabc.org

Mar 27 & 28, 9-1 pm

Spring Back 2021 Virtual Great speakers!

Spring Back 2021

April 1 to October 10

Milner Gardens and Woodland

Milner Gardens

11 to 5 pm

Open to visitors

Monday, April 5

Malcom Ho-You on

7:15 pm

Herbaceous and Tree Peonies

Wednesday, April 7

Chris Jennings on

Cowichan Valley

7:00 pm

Shade and Woodland Gardening

RS

Friday, April 9

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden -

Via Zoom

Saturday, April 10

Species Symposium

Wednesday, April 14

MARS General Meeting

Via Zoom

Wednesday, May 5
7:00 pm

John Brimcombe on Subtropical Gardening
Using Rhododendrons and Associated Plants

Cowichan Valley
RS

June 3 – 6, 2021

American Rhododendron Society

See below for

Spring Convention – Nova Scotia

Link to register

Victoria ARS

7:00 pm
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Registration is Open Now
Early Bird until March 31
ARS 2021 Virtual and Live Convention
June 3 to 6, 2021
Rhodos Down East: Exploring the North Atlantic Region

The Rhododendrons at Kentville, Nova Scotia
Due to travel restrictions caused by the Covid 19 pandemic, the 2021
ARS Spring Convention will be offering all presentations, garden tours and
networking opportunities online to anyone who can access the internet, as
well as in person for those who can travel safely to Nova Scotia.
Speakers include Ken Cox, famed nurseryman and rhododendron
breeder from Glendoick, Scotland, Joe Bruso, rhododendron breeder
from Massachusetts and Todd Boland of the Memorial University
Botanical Garden in Newfoundland. Garden Tours include public
and private gardens.

Check it out at ars2021.org
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