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via Zoom at 7:00 pm
**Please note change of day
so that we can also see
Nancy Moore
presented by the
Willamette Chapter on
April 14
All Seasons in the Garden

Zoom link to follow
Check Out:
marsrhodos.ca

A Wildlife-Friendly
Hedge for Your
Garden
Love rhododendrons? But also
hoping to help the birds, bees and
butterflies? Striving for more native
plants in your garden? Going for
diversity? Trying to be
environmentally-conscientious?

Choisya ternata (Mexican Orange)
and R. ‘Brickdust’ both blooming with
Osmanthus heterophyllus ‘Tricolour’
make a fine hedge and are not
bothered by deer or bunnies.

A friend recently asked for
suggestions for a hedge that didn’t
include any cedars or rampantly
growing evergreens. I suggested they
consider a mixed border – native and
non-native plants, evergreen and
deciduous, four-season interest –
providing food and lodging for birds,
bees and butterflies.
Here are some choice shrubs and
perennials to consider for an
attractive, wildlife and
environmentally-friendly hedge or
border.
But first…a word about the deer and
bunnies…many plants are considered
“deer resistant”. But few plants are
actually “deer proof”. I have seen
them doing a taste test on daffodils,
euphorbia and arbutus leaves – all
billed as “deer resistant”. Deer will
eat almost anything if hungry
enough. And deer have differing
tastes in different communities. So if
you are at the mercy of these
beautiful wild creatures, a fence is
the best way to keep them out.
Those cute bunnies may be even
more destructive – and many of our
favourite west coast plants are their
favourites.
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Some Considerations…
There are many fine choice plants
that work well with rhododendrons.
Choose a variety of dwarf and
medium growing rhododendrons that
look good whether in or out of
bloom. The layered look works well
rather than a bunch of plants in a row
– stagger the plants so that your
hedge is two or three plants deep for
year-round interest. Following are
some suggestions for a mixed,
wildlife-friendly border, hedge or
privacy screen where rhododendrons
also thrive.
Benefits of a mixed border
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thicker planting reduces water loss
through evaporation
Four-season interest in the garden
Berries for the birds
Long season of flowering for the
pollinators and hummingbirds
Sunny, dry spots for drought-tolerant
plants to save on water usage
A haven for birds
Many different species inhibit the
spread of disease and pests
Different species attract many beneficial
insects to take care of the pests without
herbicides

• Mulching prevents moisture loss and
feeds the micro-organisms in the soil
who in turn feed the plants – fertilizer
not necessary
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Ribes sanguineum
(Red Flowering Currant)
If you want your hummingbirds to be
happy, plant one in each corner of
your garden.

Ribes sanguineum above and
snuggled up with Rhododendron
‘Cunningham’s White’ below.

Ribes sanguineum, a deciduous
native shrub, is happy in full sun or
part shade and thrives with little to
moderate water – a bonus. Many
fine hybrids are available, most
notably ‘King Edward VII’. Every
garden should have one or two
flowering currants – just as our
mothers and grandmothers did.

Oemleria cerasiformis
(Indian Plum)

Amelanchier alnifolia

An early harbinger of spring, this
deciduous native bears drooping
clusters of fragrant blooms. Female
plants with a male nearby will
produce blue-black fruit that is
relished by birds. Great in a shrub
border or woodland planting.

This North American deciduous
native has lovely white flowers in
spring followed by black fruit and
great autumn colour. The tender
green leaves look like deer food but
so far they have been ignored.
Viburnum ‘Dawn’

A moment before this photo was
taken a flock of friendly Bushtits were
visiting – perhaps looking for the
autumn harvest of berries.

(Service berry or Saskatoon Berry)

Hummingbirds are attracted to these
fragrant blossoms in the middle of
winter; leaves come much later for
this woody shrub. Very longblooming starting in December,
Viburnum ‘Dawn’ will carry hummers
through to March.
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Osmanthus heterophyllus
‘Tricolour’ (False Holly)

Arbutus unedo ‘Compacta’

This indestructible evergreen is not
bothered by anything. A great
anchor – along with rhododendrons –
for a hedge or border; evergreen,
prickly, variegated leaves and slow
growing; can be pruned to keep in
bounds. Even the bunnies won’t
touch this.
Hamamelis ‘Arnold Promise’

If you want something blooming on
the darkest winter day, this is the
shrub for you. Flowers appear before
the leaves and burn brightly on a
sunny winter day.

Evergreen, slow-growing, almost
maintenance free; charming white
bell-shaped flowers for the bees and
“strawberry-like” fruit for the deer.
Does not shed like the native Arbutus
menziesii; can grow in a large pot for
many years. ‘Compacta’ can grow to
10 feet so make sure you have
enough space for this gem to thrive.
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Mahonia x media ‘Charity’

Berberis darwinii

(now reclassified as Berberis)

Prickly leaves cause deer to give this
evergreen a miss. Beautiful dark
green glossy leaves set off racemes of
fragrant yellow flowers starting in
mid-winter and lasting a long time
much to the delight of our overwintering hummingbirds. M. ‘Winter
Sun’ is also a good choice.
Aquilegia formosa (Columbine)

I stood transfixed as one of my
hummers went to every flower of this
charming native perennial. Part
shade is best, and so far not
devoured by the hungry bunnies that
often inhabit our gardens.

Small, glossy, spine-toothed
evergreen leaves and bright orange
or yellow flowers in February are a
real treat. Berberis linearifolia
(below) at Milner Gardens is always a
smash hit with masses of
orange/yellow flowers.

Native to Chile, barberries have
done well on the BC Coast. Birds
love the autumn berries.

Santolina chamaecyparissus
(Lavender Cotton)

Cotinus ‘Royal Purple’
(Purple Smoke Bush)

Like many other gray-leafed plants, deer
and bunnies move on to something better;
full sun, drought tolerant; long summer
bloom; a great addition to a mixed border.
Also consider rosemary and lavender. All
these toughies are non-native but perform
well here in our mild climate with our often
hot, dry summers.

Kolkwitzia amabilis
(Beautybush)

A mature shrub in full bloom is a show
stopper; deciduous, reliable, longblooming, companionable; deer may
nibble a young plant, but once high
enough deer move on to something
else.
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Very versatile – sun or part shade,
happy at the seaside or anywhere;
can be pruned into a small tree and
welcomes Alchemilla mollis (Lady’s
Mantle) and primula at its feet.
Smoke bush is drought tolerant once
established and like most purpleleafed plants, deer don’t give it a
second look.
Cotinus ‘Golden Spirit’ is chartreuseleafed cultivar with the most
stunning fall colour – a must-have in
any garden.

Buddleja globosa
(Butterfly Bush)

When in bloom, it’s fun to watch the
dozens of friendly bees riding the
unique orange/yellow balls in a slight
breeze. Deciduous or semievergreen; can be pruned to stay in
check but can become a small tree;
does not appear to be the rampant
self-seeder that lines our BC
highways. Prune after blooming.
Good in full sun to light shade and
moderate to regular water.
Native to southern South America.
Want more information on Water
Saving? Check out RDN’s
Team Watersmart webpage.
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Ribes sanguineum ‘White Icicle’

Blooming long before the redflowered species, Ribes ‘White Icicle’
is a robust, early boomer when not
much else is in bloom. Prune after
blooming to keep compact; the
pendrels of pure white blooms look
spectacular against the dark green of
a rhododendron.
Ribes ‘White icicle’ can become very
large – almost a small garden tree.
Regular pruning will keep it compact,
bushy and floriferous. And even
though it is not pink or red,
hummingbirds will visit every little
floret on this lovely shrub. Birds and
butterflies love it too. Pests and
diseases do not seem to bother it.

Mt. Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society
General Meeting via Zoom
Tuesday, March 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm
Minutes
President Glen Jamieson welcomed
viewers to the March session,
offering a casual discussion with
members and a short educational
lecture - an explanation of the
properties of plants with red leaves.
(The lecture was subsequently sent to
members via email for those who
missed it earlier.) Guest for the
evening was Geoff Ball, Executive
Director of Milner Gardens and
Woodland.
In previous years, a representative
from Milner would visit in March or
April to renew memberships at a
special rate. Since this is impossible
this year with the pandemic, MARS
members can renew their
memberships at the Welcome Centre
for the reduced rate – individuals
$20, households $35.
Geoff said the garden had been hit
hard by the pandemic and has only
recently opened on Fridays and
Saturdays with abbreviated hours.
Plans call for the garden to open for
four days per week later this spring.
So far, no work parties have been
allowed since the fall, although that is
expected to change as the weather

improves and vaccine numbers
mount.
Questions that followed focused
around the tearoom. It is open Friday
and Saturday with take-out only,
scones, soup and sweet treats. The
good news is you can eat it on the
grounds. Four new benches have
been added to the rhododendron
garden and tables will soon be placed
on the great lawn during the time the
tearoom is off limits.
Other Business: Linda encouraged
members to register for the ARS
Convention in Halifax in June, the first
time it has been offered virtually,
making it financially appealing to a
greater number of members. Physical
attendance is limited to 76 members
which is expected to attract those
living nearby. All speakers will be
virtually accessible.
Glen is suggesting the possibility of a
fall get together in memory of those
rhododendron club members who
have passed away in recent months,
including Joan Rich, Barbara Kulla and
Louise Cotterill of MARS and Paul
Wurz of North Island Rhododendron
Society. If circumstances allow it,
Geoff Ball said Milner would be
honored to host such a memorial.
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March Early Bloomers
Exciting things happen in the garden
in March. Early on, snowdrops and
cyclamen persist, but by mid-March
things really start to heat up. Several
delightful rhododendrons put on a
show to lift our gray-day spirits.

Rhododendron dauricum var.
sichotense in Guy and Kathy’s

Hellebores thrive in Karen’s wild and
windy garden on the west coast of
Vancouver Island.

garden.

Rose is currently ‘fostering’ this
Rhododendron mucronulatum
‘Winter Set’ soon to be available for
sale from our Propagation Team.

Rhododendron ‘Cilpinense’ is clothed
with hundreds of blooms – every year
– without fail. Only challenge –
getting through February and March
without frost damage to the blooms.
Photos from the garden owners
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Rhododendron ‘Pink Snowflakes’ has
been a labour of love. This is version
2.1 – having eclipsed 2.0 that
perished some time ago. In full
bloom, this is a ‘must-have’ plant
with its bright pink buds opening to
pink/white and a deep pink blotch
and frilly blooms. At 2x2 feet this
dwarf is hard to resist for the small
garden owner. A cross of racemosum
and moupinense, R. ‘Pink Snowflakes’
possesses deep glossy green leaves
that start a bronze-red.

Rhododendron ‘Isola Bella’ …still surviving
and thriving in our frosty nights!

Anemone blanda
A favourite early spring bloomer,
Anemone blanda arises from its
ephemeral slumber in March and
puts forth masses of bright blue
flowers – sometimes white or even
pink. A great underplanting for
daffodils or rhododendrons, this
Grecian Windflower is welcome
anywhere bare soil abounds. Hardy
to Zone 5, Anemone blanda enjoys
light, sandy soil in full sun, and a dry
dormancy after flowering. These
lovely harbingers of spring are easy to
forget once they become ephemeral
in summer. Best to mark their place
with a twig or a stick. They spread
slowly through knobby tubers but do
not appear to be invasive spreaders
like their autumn-flowering cousins.
You will be thrilled when they
reappear next spring!
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In Margot’s Garden…

Helleborus bellardiae is a beautiful
and very hardy garden gem. H. ‘Pink
Frost’ is a great hybrid with silvery
veins in the green leaves.

Ranunculus ‘Brazen Hussy’
Margot has found the perfect spot to
show off her ‘Brazen Hussy’ amongst
the rocks in her alpine garden.

Daphne odora is the source of an
absolutely delicious fragrance in the
late winter garden. Evergreen and
hardy, D. odora is a much-loved
‘prima donna’ that can die for no
apparent reason or survive with little
attention, but always worth a try!
Photos: Margot Moser

Rhododendron ‘Snow Lady’
Blooming early with snow-white
blossoms and attractive fuzzy green
leaves, R. ‘Snow Lady’ can flower well
even in deep shade.
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And just before you go outside
to eradicate dandelions from your garden
please remember that they feed the early bees
and our pollinators need all the help they can get!
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UVic’s Finnerty Gardens
A Look Back to our MARS Tour of 2014
At any time, Finnerty Gardens is a treasure, but early May is not to be missed.
One of our more memorable club tours was to Victoria for two days in May 2014,
with lots of time to take in the amazing rhododendrons and other woodlanders
that reside and thrive there.
R. bauhiniiflorum is a variety
of R. triflorum introduced by
Joseph Hooker from his 18481850 expedition to Sikkim.
R. triflorum is not widely
grown, perhaps due to a lack
of hardiness, floral display or
difficulty in cultivation.
R. bauhiniiflorum is one of the
best with superior flowers
according to the RSBG. Luckily
Victoria has the climate to suit
this beauty.

Rhododendron bauhiniiflorum

Rhododendron ‘Mrs. Jamie Fraser’
This George Fraser hybrid of R. arboreum and macrophyllum is hardy to -26 C.
Not often seen – spectacular in bloom at Finnerty.
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As we all know,
rhododendron blooms
last two weeks but the
foliage is forever. This
attractive dark green,
rugose foliage would
certainly earn a place in
any large garden.
Flowers are pale to deep
purplish pink – not a shy
giant with interesting
new growth.
Rhododendron mostroseanum

Rhododendron rothschildii
A hardy big leaf rhododendron, R. rothschildii bears trusses of 12 to 17 blossoms.
Dark green leaves have a granular indumentum on the lower surface.
Young foliage is awesome as well.
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Some say this rhododendron
is the best white
yakushimanum hybrid but the
foliage is not up to snuff. And
the plant is difficult to root
and not easy to please
according to Ken Cox. Lucky
us – we get to visit this very
fine specimen in Finnerty
Gardens without the
challenge of putting up with
less than satisfactory leaves
for 50 weeks
of the year.
Rhododendron ‘Senator Henry Jackson’

Azaleas in full bloom are like having a hundred colourful butterflies flitting around
your garden. But azaleas are not always easy on Vancouver Island. Deer love to
browse and the azalea sawfly larvae will skeletonize mollis and occidentalis
varieties in jig time. Just keep an eye out for this hard to detect, two-cm green
caterpillar – one to every leaf of your beautiful azalea!!
Hand-picking works on this pest.
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Many of our fellow Marsians grow Rhododendron macabeanum. Whenever in
bloom it takes your breath away. If you have a small garden, satisfy your lust for
this beauty with a visit to Milner Gardens or Finnerty
…or angle for an invitation to a private garden nearby.
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Rhododendron bureavii x fabia x yakushimanum
An interesting story is most likely part of the history of this attractive plant.
It looks to bear features from three of the loveliest species.
The species Rhododendron cinnabarinum
has tubular, pendant flowers in red,
orange or yellow, or a mixture of colours.
The Blandfordiiflorum Group has red and
yellow flowers and is mildew prone. The
Roylei Group has reddish-purple flowers
and is not as susceptible to mildew.
R. cinnabarinum Roylei Group (left) is
much-admired with its blueish-green
young leaves that mature to dark green.
Needs good air circulation to prevent
mildew. Many hybrids of this species are
available, notably R. ‘Conroy’,
R. ‘Trewithen Orange’ and R. ‘Lady
Chamberlain’ all with pendant flowers in
shades of pink, yellow and orange.
Yummy!!

Rhododendron ‘Miss Josephine Firth’
Rhododendron ‘Miss Josephine Firth’ in Finnerty Gardens has her own fan club as one of the most admired rhododendrons in Victoria. A Loderi cross, she starts
out pink and fades to white (seen here on May 5, 2014) and is related to R. ‘Loderi
King George’ and ‘Loderi Venus’ – both of which recently made the journey from
John and Arlene England’s garden to the Greig Species Garden at Milner.
Victorians flock to Finnerty every year to admire the 12-foot tall ‘Miss Josephine’
in bloom and revel in her beautiful fragrance. In 1901, a number of Loderi
rhododendrons were made by crossing griffithianum with fortunei. The resulting
plants all became very tall trees with the beautiful large flowers and interesting
bark of griffithianum and the hardiness, scent and vigorous growth of fortunei.
Most of us will never grow these fabulous shrubs in our gardens, but we can visit
them at the Greig Species garden and in Finnerty in May.
On a personal note: The minute I am fully vaccinated, I shall grab my mask, hop in
my car and drive to Victoria to visit the rhododendrons and other fabulous
specimens of Magnolia, Davidia, ferns, hostas and other woodlanders
of Finnerty Gardens at UVic.

Registration is Open Now
Early Bird until March 31
ARS 2021 Virtual and Live Convention
June 3 to 6, 2021
Rhodos Down East: Exploring the North Atlantic Region

The Rhododendrons at Kentville, Nova Scotia
Due to travel restrictions caused by the Covid 19 pandemic, the 2021
ARS Spring Convention will be offering all presentations, garden tours
and networking opportunities online to anyone who can access the
internet, as well as in person for those who can travel safely to Nova
Scotia. Speakers include Ken Cox, famed nurseryman and
rhododendron breeder from Glendoick, Scotland, Joe Bruso,
rhododendron breeder from Massachusetts and Todd Boland of the
Memorial University Botanical Garden in Newfoundland. Garden Tours
include public and private gardens.
Check it out at ars2021.org
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Rhododendron Through Your Lens
Photo Competition
Seeking Entries for the ARS-Next Generation Photo Contest
The purpose of the contest is to:
1. Provide students an opportunity to participate in an ARS activity, with monetary prizes to
encourage students to engage in plants.
2. Raise awareness to the next generation about the fundamental importance of conserving
Rhododendron species and their native habitats.
3. Provide ARS members with an opportunity to share their love of plants across generations,
and to learn more about the next generation's interests.
4. Create a photo archive to support volunteer next generation social media content creators.

Photo Criteria and Themes
Any photo format will be accepted. Need not be taken in the current year. Contestants may
submit up to five photos in any of three themes:
❖ Your Rhododendron Lens: a close-up of a Rhododendron flower, leaf or bud.
❖ Our Rhododendron Community: people working together with Rhododendrons.
❖ Rhododendrons Gone Wild: a photo of a Rhododendron in nature.

Award Categories
Best Student Photo
Three monetary awards for best photo submitted by a student registered at a high school,
college or university.

Theme Top 20
6-7 photos from each theme, for a total of 20 photos, to be included in an infographic poster
to teach about Rhododendron native habitats and conservation. The poster will be available
for download. Photographer credits will be shown. Top 20 winners will receive a
complementary 18" x 24" printed copy of the poster.

Archive Superstar
Awarded to three photographers who make the most substantial contribution to the photo
archive based on number, variety and quality of the photos. Superstars will each be featured in
a presentation at the convention, on our Flickr page, and in a dedicated social media post
celebrating their contributions.

Check out the website:
www.rhododendron.org/next_gen.htm
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Spring Entertainment
Detailed information will be sent as soon as it is available.

Date
April 1 to October 10
11 to 5 pm
Monday, April 5
7:15 pm
Wednesday, April 7
7:00 pm
Wednesday, April 14
7:00 pm
Thursday, April 15
7:00 pm
Thursday, April 22
6:55 pm
Thursday, April 29
7:00 pm
Wednesday, May 5
7:00 pm
Thursday, May 6
7:00 pm
Thursday, May 27
6:55 pm
June 3 – 6, 2021
Friday, June 25 to
Sunday, June 27

Event

Zoom

Milner Gardens and Woodland
Open to visitors
Malcom Ho-You on
Herbaceous and Tree Peonies
Chris Jennings on
Shade and Woodland Gardening
Nancy Moore on
All Seasons in the Garden
MARS General Meeting

Milner Gardens

Atsuko Gibson on
Four Seasons at the RSBG
Brian White on
Treasures of the Cloud Forest
John Brimcombe on Subtropical
Gardening Using Rhododendrons
and Associated Plants
Marian Mackay on New Zealand
Rhododendron Conservation
Mike Stewart on
Dwarf Rhododendrons
ARS Spring Convention
Nova Scotia
Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden - Species Symposium

Eureka Chapter

Victoria ARS
Cowichan Valley
RS
Willamette
Chapter on Zoom
Via Zoom

MARS/CVRS
Cowichan Valley
RS
MARS
Eureka Chapter
See above for Link
to register
Via Zoom
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MARS Executive Committee
2020 – 2021
President – Glen Jamieson
glenjo2@yahoo.ca
Vice-Pres – Kathy Loyer
kathyloyer@telus.net
Treasurer – Ray Walker
jrjiffy@shaw.ca
Secretary – Marilyn Dawson
dawsom@shaw.ca
Directors:
Tony Ansdell
ansdella@shaw.ca
Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Dawn House
dl.house@telus.net
David Landry
david.landry@shaw.ca
Guy Loyer
guyloyer@gmail.com
Rose Prufer
ramapo@telus.net

Committees and Activities
Garden Tour - vacant
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach
Programs – Glen Jamieson
Propagation – Katherine Wasiak
Species Garden – Tony Ansdell
Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer
Webmaster – Diane Henders

Member Care
Meeting Goodies – Jane Walker
Greeter – Guy Loyer
Meeting Coordinator – Tony
Ansdell
Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson
Sunshine – Judy Wood

MARS
P.O. Box 342
Qualicum Beach, BC
V9K 1S8
www.marsrhodos.ca

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton
MARS Website
Check out our exciting and
informative website at
marsrhodos.ca

