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Al Bieberstein Awarded the ARS Bronze Medal
The Citation reads…
This award is in recognition of Al Bieberstein’s devotion to MARS since
the mid-1990s. Over the years he has shown particular interest in the
Rhododendron Show and Sale, winning many prizes, once creating the
grand prize with his wood-working skills. He is always willing to share
his knowledge of the genus Rhododendron with members. How to
prepare a truss for competition is a talk that members always enjoyed.
He co-chaired the Rhododendron Show twice with his wife Maria,
already a Bronze winner. They are extremely generous with their time,
offering their beautiful garden many times to the MARS annual Garden
Tour as well as hosting numerous potluck social events. With great
pleasure, MARS recognizes Al’s outstanding service with the chapter’s
highest honor, the Bronze Medal.

Photos: Dorothy Jamieson

Al and Maria’s beautiful garden has been the setting for many a great party for
MARS members and guests.
Photos: Linda Derkach

Many will
remember these
iconic plants
thriving in
Al and Maria’s
garden
Rhododendron ‘Georges Delight’
Al and Maria Bieberstein
have a beautiful garden.
One of their secrets: grow
superior plants. R. ‘Phyllis
Korn’ is one such plant. Very
highly rated, ‘Phyllis’ always
looks spectacular. Upright,
well-branched, luscious
white flowers with a red
blotch that turns greenish.
Shiny dark green leaves and
good parentage!!

Rhododendron ‘Phyllis Korn’

Rhododendron ‘Anna’ x yak
And here’s another very highly
rated hybrid,
R. ‘Anna’ x degronianum ssp.
yakushimanum. Great foliage
all year; pink, ruffly flowers
cover the plant; easy to grow
and cold hardy. When you see
this in Al and Maria’s garden it
takes your breath away.
Photos: Linda Derkach
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Sad News for the Rhododendron World
April 2021 saw the passing of two amazingly generous
and talented plantswomen – Dr. Paddy Mark and Evelyn Weesjes.
Our gardening community is so much the better
for having known them both. They will be greatly missed.

Dr. Patricia Mark

Remembering Paddy Mark
During this beautiful April, very sad news ran through our gardening
communities of Qualicum Beach, Parksville and Nanoose. Dr. Paddy
Mark had passed away. This news has left her family, friends and
fellow gardeners in disbelief that this enthusiastic, energetic,
generous and kind woman will no longer be part of alpine plant sales or
leading fellow passionate gardeners around her garden filled with
horticultural treasures. In addition to her love of plants and
gardening, Paddy was a keen advocate for those affected by AIDS and
addictions – and even found time to volunteer for the SPCA. Paddy’s
gardening boots will indeed be very difficult to fill.

From Margot Moser…
There are many gorgeous gardens in this Garry Oak neighbourhood but none so
large or so old as that of Paddy Mark and Mark Nixon. Both doctors, they bought
the property in 1973 and spent whatever time they could building a house and
developing their precipitous, 6-acre garden. Mark told me of the days when the
whole family would run down the steep slope to swim in the ocean.
Rhododendrons were among the first shrubs they chose along with numerous
other interesting trees, shrubs and perennials. Some of the rhododendrons are
crosses Mark created and many are now enormous.
Paddy was always very generous sharing her garden with visitors as well as plants
from the garden. Everyone would come away in awe of its beauty, diversity and
peacefulness. Only two years ago she gave me dozens of special white Hibiscus
syriacus seedlings to make available to local garden club members. I’m sure all
who have one can hardly wait until they bloom and will treasure them in memory
of Paddy.
Besides rhododendrons, Paddy had an abiding love of alpine plants and added to
her collection constantly. She was a woman of great energy and enthusiasm,
successful at whatever endeavor she undertook.
I remember when Paddy and Mark put in wells and an extensive irrigation system,
Paddy saying emphatically, “You can’t not water a garden!” More recently they
deer-fenced most of the property. We can only hope that the Mark/Nixon vision
will be preserved and the garden protected as a 50-year-old garden of that size
and beauty should.
Mossy rock outcroppings sloping down
to the sea provide a comfortable home
to Erythronium oregonum,
E. revolutum, Lady Slipper orchids and
many other native plants that Paddy
and Mark love. This was her backyard
– and the magnificent acres
of which they were outstanding
stewards.

From June Strandberg…
I first met Paddy when she invited Eswyn and me to visit her garden. It was a few
years ago as we both managed to negotiate all the steps with ease. Paddy and
Eswyn hit it off right away, discussing Irish and English gardens and the Burren
over a cup of tea. I remember chatting with Eswyn on the way home - what an
unbelievably wonderful garden. Full of so many interesting nooks and crannies,
round every corner a new surprise, plus a lovely rock garden on a natural outcrop
and all those troughs! Then that blended over-all look of colour, shape and space
from blossom, species, trees and forest.
This, of course, led to a visit from the Alpine Special Interest Group of QB Garden
Club that later became the Alpine Gardeners of Central Vancouver Island.
Everyone loved the garden and Paddy and Mark knew so much, including the
name of practically every rhododendron. From then on it became an annual
event – except for last year.
I will miss Paddy very much and her garden visits as well as that wonderful garden
in Nanoose Bay. My feelings go out to Mark and her family. I am so very sorry.

On the way down the slope to Nanoose Bay, this sunny glade is home to native
plants, ferns, primula and rhododendrons.
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From Linda Derkach…
Paddy was an amazingly energetic, generous and knowledgeable plantswoman.
In the three or four times I was privileged to visit her magnificent plot in Nanoose,
I marvelled at her enthusiasm for her fawn lilies, alpine treasures and Lady Slipper
orchids around which she contemplated placing a 24-hour guard. She welcomed
huge bus loads of passionate gardeners – and had the time and interest to talk to
everyone. I felt a special bond with Paddy the first time I visited when I
discovered her Rhododendron ‘Cotton Candy’ – a favourite of mine as well. But
hers was thriving in a wooded gully reaching 20 feet while mine was kept in check
at 12 feet. She grew an enormous Rhododendron edgeworthii against the house
for warmth and protection. And many more species and hybrid rhododendrons
together with Mark. But the real treasures were her native plants and alpines –
cyclamen spilling down crevices in the rocks, Lewisia everywhere, saxifrages and
many species of primula. She respected nature and supported the native plants
to grow where they were happiest. It was a privilege to have known her and to
have experienced the tranquility and natural beauty of her garden.

Primula sieboldii nestled next to a little rivulet on its way to the bay.
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Primula, content in their wooded sanctuary, self-seed beside a tiny brook.

Paddy had dozens of intriguing containers filled to the brim with
alpine plants, Lewisia and so many other treasures growing out of
the natural rock crevices.
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Paddy loved Anemone nemerosa and welcomed it to
joyously colonize the slopes of her garden.

A magnificent rhododendron – grown by Paddy and Mark
and likely a cross of Mark’s.
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Rhododendron crinigerum in Paddy Mark’s garden
R. crinigerum was discovered by the French missionary Soulie in
1895 growing in the Mekong/Salween divide and later introduced
into cultivation by George Forest in 1914.
Growing to 20 feet in height, it is a shrub for the larger garden.
So handsome is it that a number grow together at Windsor Great
Park in England.
In 1935 R. crinigerum was given the RHS Award of Garden Merit.
And it seems to grow very well in Paddy and Mark’s garden.
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Rhododendron augustinii ‘Cerulean Blue’

Rhododendron ‘Pink Pebble’ is a cross of two very handsome species –
R. callimorphum and R. williamsianum.
These striking deep pink buds open to rosy-pink flowers.
R. ‘Pink Pebble’ inherited the lovely, rounded leaves of R. williamsianum.
All these precious plants enjoy the natural setting of
Paddy and Mark’s forest garden.
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Evelyn Weesjes
Evelyn was a recipient
of the prestigious Gold
Medal from the
American
Rhododendron Society
for her contributions to
the propagation of
rhododendrons and
many other plants.
A member of the
Victoria Rhododendron
Society, Evelyn
generously welcomed
folks to Towner Crest,
her nine-acre garden in
North Saanich.

Remembering Evelyn Weesjes
Many Marsians will well remember our two-day bus trip to Victoria gardens in
May of 2014 which included a visit to Towner Crest – the garden of Evelyn Weesjes
and her late husband Nick. Carved out of nine acres of forest in North Saanich,
Towner Crest was home to native plants including fir, balsam, maple, alders,
cascara, arbutus, huckleberry, Oregon grape and sword ferns as well as several
thousand rhododendrons and other woodland plants raised by Evelyn and Nick.
Evelyn earned a horticultural degree from UBC and shortly afterward started
working at the UBC Botanical Garden, becoming their chief propagator. So
talented was she that she was tasked with the growing on of root stock from
England’s famous gardens which was to form the backbone for the
Rhododendron Species Garden in Federal Way, Washington. In 1970 Evelyn was
awarded the American Rhododendron Association’s Gold Medal for her significant
contributions to the propagation of rhododendron.

Towner Crest was open to the public, and Evelyn and Nick participated in many
rhododendron shows, held two plant sales a year on their property and made
many contributions to the success of the annual plant sale at UVic’s Finnerty
Gardens.
Evelyn continued working in her garden into her 90’s, cultivating a large veggie
garden, propagating ferns, mending the irrigation system and managing a big
chipper.
Evelyn’s generosity was unbounded – welcoming fellow gardeners to her magical
garden and donating plants to garden clubs and friends. Her many friends and
admirers will miss her very much.
(With many thanks to Carmen Varcoe for this remembrance of Evelyn.)

Evelyn chatting with Ian McTaggart-Cowan,
former Dean of the University of BC at a Victoria Rhododendron Show

From Chris Southwick…
(Mary Greig’s granddaughter)

In 1964, Dr. Milton Walker, leader of the Species Project Committee of the ARS
(which eventually became the Rhododendron Species Foundation) asked Mary
Greig for a recommendation as to who in Canada could manage the job of
growing on plant material from the great gardens of England to begin the
collection of valuable species for the future American collection.
The Greig’s and the Weesjes’ had become good friends through their mutual love
of plants. Mary suggested Evelyn Jack and her future husband Nick Weesjes to do
the growing on and propagation at the University of BC where they both
worked. Evelyn was the chief plant propagator on campus. Mary said “...if Nick
and Evelyn can’t get results, no one else is likely to!”
It proved to be a very successful partnership for both UBC and Canada, as well as
the future Species Foundation in Washington State. As part of the agreement,
UBC would receive a portion of the plants received from the gardens in England.

Marsians at Towner Crest in 2014…
It is unlikely that we will have another opportunity to tour Towner
Crest. So here follows a Covid-inspired, physically-distanced tour of
the garden just to give you an idea of its immense beauty and variety
offering thrills around each corner of its meandering pathways.
Evelyn welcomes
Marsians to her garden
during our May 2014
Bus Tour of Victoria
Gardens ….and goodnaturedly asks us not to
stomp on her baby
erythroniums and
cyclamen that she had
recently planted.
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Most plants were either not labelled or difficult to read…
but exquisite none the less.
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Every path in the garden led us to a lovely and thriving rhododendron.

The first week of May is an excellent time to tour
rhododendron gardens on Vancouver Island. Most of Evelyn’s
rhodies were in bloom, loving the dappled sunlight among the
deciduous native trees.

A hose in hose beauty….
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Towering old rhododendrons thrive in this west coast
mixed forest of native trees and plants.
Rhododendron
cinnabarinum
Roylei Group
This handsome specimen
is clearly thriving in
Evelyns’ garden. Not as
mildew prone as other
forms of cinnabarinum
such as Blandfordiiflorum.
Many of us grow
R. ‘Conroy’ with flowers a
light orange/rose in a
loose truss.
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Ferns and primula gather next to the wetland areas and small streams throughout
this tranquil setting. Could that be Iris pallida ‘Variegata’ in the foreground?
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In her later years, Evelyn took an interest in propagating ferns.

Ferns and polygonatum love this sunny spot in the forest.

A huge variety of native and exotic species
enjoy the wetland areas.

Near the house, dozens of azaleas put on a stunning performance.

In a garden this
size, plants enjoy
lots of room to
spread their wings,
grow at their own
pace and to their
natural shape and
size without the
need for pruning,
shaping, moving or
donating to
someone else’s
garden.
Rhododendron ‘Bow Bells’
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Rhododendron macabeanum
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Rhododendron augustinii very like a similar cultivar
in Milner Gardens and Woodland. Imagine our amazement to turn a
corner in the garden to be greeted by this amazing sight.
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Magnolia at Towner Crest

Candlestick primula – possibly P. beesiana in the wetland.

Seemingly miles of meandering pathways just like this led us through the forest
garden – and wondering if we would find our way back to the bus.
I hope you enjoyed this “walk down memory lane”.
Garden Photos and Words: Linda Derkach
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New Bug
Still in Town

Stephanitis rhododendri, found
occasionally on rhododendrons but of
relatively little concern.

Margot Moser
(Note: This article first appeared in
the Rhodovine in 2011. And the bug
has shown no desire to move on.
Margot has updated for us as a
reminder of what might be damaging
our rhododendron leaves.)
Which insect comes to mind when
you read or hear the words, SERIOUS
RHODO PEST? Chances are it is the
infamous Vine Weevil, of which there
are several. In recent years however,
certain Lacebug species are emerging
as far more threatening and difficultto-control pests of both
rhododendron and pieris species.
The two lacebugs of particular
menace to rhodos are Andromeda
Lacebug (Stephanitis takeyai) and
Azalea Lacebug (S. pyriodes) which
both originated in Japan. Andromeda
Lacebug attacks rhododendrons as
well as pieris (once called
‘Andromeda’) while Azalea Lacebug
seems to prefer evergreen azaleas
though it will attack rhodos too.
There is also a native lacebug,

It is easy to recognize the damage
lacebugs inflict. First you will notice a
yellowish-white, mottled appearance
on the upper surfaces of leaves and,
on the undersides, small black spots
along with adult bugs and nymphs.
Both adults and nymphs suck plant
juices from the leaves which causes
stippling and deposit black fecal
residue. Not only is a lacebug
infestation disfiguring, it also saps a
plant’s energy and can eventually
lead to its death.
Lacebugs overwinter as eggs in plant
foliage and produce 4 to 5
generations per year after hatching in
May. Pieris japonica growing in
sunny locations is much more
vulnerable to attack than it is in
shade while Pieris floribunda
(Mountain Pieris) and Pieris formosa

(Himalayan Pieris) are resistant, even
in sun.
So, what can we do to prevent or
deal with this pest? From my
experience on the Lower Mainland,
lacebugs showed up first on pieris
and then moved to rhododendrons.
With this in mind, I would not plant
Pieris japonica in particular anywhere
near rhododendrons.
If this pest does show up on your
plants, you have to think seriously
whether it might be best to dig them
out and replace them with something
else. There are no effective nonchemical control measures and even
chemicals (including ‘organic’
chemicals) are iffy. It would be nice
to think that freezing temperatures

might kill the overwintering eggs but
chances are it has not been cold
enough long enough and some eggs
will survive. Trying to eradicate
lacebugs non-chemically is sure to be
an ongoing frustration and risks them
spreading to other plants.
Keep in mind that even so called
‘non-toxic’ sprays such as
horticultural oil, insecticidal soap
and neem-based products are
problematic because they too kill
indiscriminately. When you realize
how attractive rhododendrons and
pieris are to a variety of beneficial
insects, bees in particular, it’s
obvious that the cure is worse than
the problem.

Stephanitis takeayi – Nymphs and Adults
(Andromeda Lacebug)
Photo: Shaku Nair, University of Georgia
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Due to increased restrictions in Nova Scotia similar to BC, this convention will no
longer have an in-person option. It is now all virtual.

Registration is Open
ARS 2021 Virtual Convention
June 3 to 6, 2021
Rhodos Down East: Exploring the North Atlantic Region

The Rhododendrons at Kentville, Nova Scotia
The ARS Spring Convention offers great speakers, garden tours and
much more!
Speakers include:
❖ Ken Cox, famed nurseryman and hybridizer from Glendoick, Scotland
❖ Joe Bruso, rhododendron breeder from Massachusetts
❖ Todd Boland of the Memorial University Botanical Garden in
Newfoundland
❖ Gerald Gloade, a Mi’kmaw naturalist and educator
❖ Garden Tours include public and private gardens
❖ ARS Silver and Gold Medal Awards
Check it out at ars2021.org
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Rhododendron Through Your Lens
Photo Competition
Seeking Entries for the ARS-Next Generation Photo Contest
The purpose of the contest is to:
1. Provide students an opportunity to participate in an ARS activity, with monetary prizes to
encourage students to engage in plants.
2. Raise awareness to the next generation about the fundamental importance of conserving
Rhododendron species and their native habitats.
3. Provide ARS members with an opportunity to share their love of plants across generations,
and to learn more about the next generation's interests.
4. Create a photo archive to support volunteer next generation social media content creators.

Photo Criteria and Themes
Any photo format will be accepted. Need not be taken in the current year. Contestants may
submit up to five photos in any of three themes:
❖ Your Rhododendron Lens: a close-up of a Rhododendron flower, leaf or bud.
❖ Our Rhododendron Community: people working together with Rhododendrons.
❖ Rhododendrons Gone Wild: a photo of a Rhododendron in nature.

Award Categories
Best Student Photo
Three monetary awards for best photo submitted by a student registered at a high school,
college or university.

Theme Top 20
6-7 photos from each theme, for a total of 20 photos, to be included in an infographic poster
to teach about Rhododendron native habitats and conservation. The poster will be available
for download. Photographer credits will be shown. Top 20 winners will receive a
complementary 18" x 24" printed copy of the poster.

Archive Superstar
Awarded to three photographers who make the most substantial contribution to the photo
archive based on number, variety and quality of the photos. Superstars will each be featured in
a presentation at the convention, on our Flickr page, and in a dedicated social media post
celebrating their contributions.

Check out the website:
www.rhododendron.org/next_gen.htm
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Spring Entertainment
Detailed information will be sent as soon as it is available.

Date
Wednesday, May 5
7:00 pm
Thursday, May 6
7:00 pm
Wednesday, May 12
7:00 pm
Thursday, May 20
7:00 pm
Thursday, May 27
6:55 pm
June 3 – 6, 2021
Friday, June 25 to
Sunday, June 27

Event

Zoom

John Brimcombe on Subtropical
Gardening Using Rhododendrons
and Associated Plants
Marian Mackay on New Zealand
Rhododendron Conservation
MARS Annual General Meeting

Cowichan Valley
RS

Ron Rabideau on
Rhododendrons from Rare Find
Nursery
Mike Stewart on
Dwarf Rhododendrons
ARS Spring Convention
Nova Scotia
VIRTUAL
Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden - Species Symposium

More information
to come

MARS
MARS

Eureka Chapter
See above for Link
to register
Via Zoom

One of the Best of the Birds…

Rhododendron ‘Razorbill’

Blooming now at the end of
April, Rhododendron
‘Razorbill’ is a reliable, semidwarf outstanding bloomer.
A compact hybrid of
R. spinuliferum, Razorbill’s
crinkly, scaly leaves set off
numerous clusters of rosypink flowers. Easy in a
container: no work, no fuss,
hardy. One of my very
favourites. Holds the RHS
Award of Garden Merit.

MARS Executive Committee
2020 – 2021
President – Glen Jamieson
glenjo2@yahoo.ca
Vice-Pres – Kathy Loyer
kathyloyer@telus.net
Treasurer – Ray Walker
jrjiffy@shaw.ca
Secretary – Marilyn Dawson
dawsom@shaw.ca
Directors:
Tony Ansdell
ansdella@shaw.ca
Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Dawn House
dl.house@telus.net
David Landry
david.landry@shaw.ca
Guy Loyer
guyloyer@gmail.com
Rose Prufer
ramapo@telus.net

Committees and Activities
Facebook – Rose Prufer
Garden Tour - vacant
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach
Programs – Glen Jamieson
Propagation – Katherine Wasiak
Species Garden – Tony Ansdell
Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer
Webmaster – Diane Henders

Member Care
Meeting Goodies – Jane Walker
Greeter – Guy Loyer
Meeting Coordinator – Tony
Ansdell
Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson
Sunshine – Judy Wood

MARS
P.O. Box 342

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton

MARS Website:

Qualicum Beach, BC

www.marsrhodos.ca

V9K 1S8

Facebook Page:

www.marsrhodos.ca

mars.bc.ca

