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Cover Photo: Rhododendron edgeworthii
Photo: Linda Derkach

Quail on
Rhododendron ‘Yaku Sunrise’
in the garden of
Gus and Sherry Thompson
ARS 2021 Fall Conference
October 23 and 24, 2021
A joint venture of MARS,
Nanaimo RS and Vancouver
Island Master Gardeners

June Bouchard and John Deniseger Honoured
with ARS Silver Medal

You have both enthusiastically supported many activities on Vancouver Island
District 1. In particular, your efforts as co-registrars for the 2012 Nanaimo & 2019
Parksville ARS Fall Conventions were critical to the success of both meetings, and
over the past years you have both contributed extensively in the development of
the Greig Rhododendron Species garden in Milner Gardens & Woodlands. John, in
particular, has been active in virtually all phases, from the planning, garden
creation and establishment, plan selection, planting and ongoing weeding and
maintenance, and you have supported island chapter activities by giving talks and
helping organize the new “Fall into Gardening” mini-conferences.
For all these major activities, the American Rhododendron Society is pleased to
jointly award the Silver Medal to June Bouchard and John Deniseger.
Photo: Susan Lightburn
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In the Garden of June Bouchard and John Deniseger

Grevillea ‘Canberra Gem’
Likes full sun, acidic to neutral soil. Blooms late winter to late summer.

Rhododendron ‘Cinnkeys’
A cross of R. cinnabarinum and keysii; long-lasting flowers and shiny dark green leaves.

Rhododendron ‘Elsie Watson’
Tough and easy to grow, ‘Elsie Watson’ is a Frank Fujioka hybrid.

Primula – a great understory companion for rhododendrons.
This deep red with yellow/green leaves is a star in its own right.
Photos: Linda Derkach
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Propagation – Whys, Wherefores and Whatevers
Katherine Wasiak, Chair, MARS Propagation Committee

Members of MARS’ Propagation Group travelled to Paul and Lynn Wurz’ beautiful
Hidden Acres north of Campbell River to purchase small rhododendrons
for our propagation program.
Photo: Dorothy Jamieson

Admit it – we all love adding something new to our gardens. And there are so
many ways to obtain that something special. Of course, you can always head to
the local nursery or trade plants with friends, but how much more exciting to
create new and interesting plants ourselves. Propagating plants can be a great
way to add to your collection.
Propagation Options
Several propagation techniques are used by MARS members to increase their
rhododendron collections.
Some grow rhododendron from seed, which can take several years and lots of
patience. “The smaller leafed plants can take three to four years to get
established, while the larger leafed varieties can take five to six years,” explains
Don Bridgen, whose enthusiasm is evident. “I’m totally fascinated with the

process and love creating something new and different,” he says. “I often act as
the pollinator manually moving pollen between flowers and plants to ensure
better seed production.”
Guy and Kathy Loyer have found some success with layering to create new plants.
Simply put, layering involves using a branch that is already close to the ground,
scoring its surface and adding rooting hormone. Then, while still attached to the
main plant, the scored part of the branch is covered with dirt and held in place
with a stone. Two R. ‘Nova Zembla’ plants sold at the last MARS mini-plant sale
(May 2021) were among the 13 new plants the Loyer’s have already created from
their single plant. According to Kathy, we can expect to see more layered
successes from their garden in future MARS plant sales.

MARS Propagation Techniques
Neither starting plants from seed, nor layering would work well for our club.
However, taking cuttings from existing plants is a fast, efficient method to create
many new plants all at once. In addition, the resulting plant is true to the parent,
which means people know what they are going to get. “Since many hybrids are
sterile, cuttings work well,” says Don. Although we have discovered that not all
rhodos propagate equally well from cuttings, many varieties and species do.

Why Propagate
MARS has a propagation program for many reasons.
For plant lovers, probably the most important reason is the opportunity to have
something different and out of the ordinary for their garden. “It is becoming
increasingly difficult to find the rhodos we want,” says Rose Prufer. “Big growers
are just not interested in variety anymore.” During her career working in the
nursery business, Rose said she propagated some 600 varieties annually, while
now growers only want to deal with 15-20 varieties. Therefore, propagating
rhodos is a way for MARS to help maintain and enhance rhodo diversity locally.
“We want to help people get the plants they want and those that will do well
here,” Rose says. “We can also offer rare and unusual species, as well as
appropriately sized plants for the modern smaller garden.”

A more pragmatic reason MARS propagates rhodos and companion plants is as a
fundraiser for the club. “When we sell plants we’ve propagated, we get 100% of
the proceeds,” says Glen Jamieson. “Those funds are used to run the club.”
Why Volunteer
While it may be easy to see the advantages for MARS of having a propagation
program, what attracts volunteers to get involved and make it happen? “We
wanted to learn about propagation and help out the club,” says Guy Loyer. Kathy
Loyer adds, “Getting involved was a way to gather socially, make new friends with
like interests and accomplish something, all at the same time.”
Curiosity and the opportunity to try something new has attracted several of our
newer members to the propagation group. As a relatively new member myself, I
find that working hands-on with a wide variety of rhododendrons has increased
my knowledge and helped me learn (or at least recognize) rhodo names and spot
plants when I see them. Getting to work with more experienced members also
provides a great occasion to pick their brain and get questions answered.
Rose got involved because she saw a real need. “We couldn’t just let a bunch of
beginners loose with sharp knives,” she says. “They need some direction and
instruction. Becoming a successful propagator is an ongoing learning process, not
a quick one lesson and done thing.” Last November Rose provided that expert
direction to three new members of the propagation committee as we processed
and planted 388 cuttings, made up of 38 different varieties of rhododendron and
six companion plant varieties in one long, laughter-filled afternoon.

New Tools
In an effort to increase efficiency and survival rates for the cuttings, last year
three large bench-top propagators were built by the club members to house
cuttings over the winter as they slowly take root. Later this spring when we pot up
last year’s crop, we’ll see how successful our efforts were and what more we
need to learn. As Rose says, “It’s an ongoing learning process.”
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2021 Opportunities

Kathy, Guy, David, Glen, Lynn and Rose gather physically - distanced
and masked in the Wurz greenhouse to select plants for MARS.
Photo: Dorothy Jamieson

This year, MARS had the privilege of adding specimens to its propagation program
through purchasing plants and cuttings from Paul Wurz’ collection. In total, 96
plants in one-gallon pots and 207 cuttings from 2020 were purchased. That
included 151 different varieties of rhododendron and three companion plants.
That’s a lot of new additions all at once! A special thank you to members who
have tucked multiple pots into nooks and crannies in their yards. Another ‘thank
you’ to those who have added a large somewhat cumbersome propagator to the
multitude of stuff already in their garage or shop.
Since we are less than halfway through 2021, who knows what the rest of the
year will hold, but one thing is for sure …. it will involve more plants, more
propagating and more opportunities to get involved!
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In the Garden of Sherry and Gus Thompson
Words: Sherry

Photos: Gus

Paeonia mascula ssp. russoi
Resident hummingbird
makes a soft landing on
Rhododendron ‘Bob’s Blue’
We think of ours as a young garden, still just getting established, but we have
been here nearly ten years! My goals are to have intense colours changing all year
long; to grow rhododendrons so tall, that it will feel like our own little jungle; and
to make a safe home for birds and pollinators.
The rhododendrons that I love best are those with huge extravagant blooms, such
as the Barlup and Lem hybrids. Most of our rhododendrons were purchased from
Milner Gardens, where I volunteer, Paul and Lynn Wurz at Hidden Aces, the
‘plantlings’ started by Ken and Madeleine Webb (with special thanks for his
coaching of our MARS propagation efforts), and some lovely rhododendrons that
were a gift from John and Arlene England.
Here are a few of our beauties in the yard right now. Gus took all of the photos,
and, on a technical note, you will see the dark backgrounds that he was
recommending in his presentation to MARS, or else boca, a soft-focus
background.
Page 9

Rhododendron
‘Honey Butter’
is a hybrid of
‘Lem’s Cameo’ x
‘China’ x ‘Nancy Evans’
by Jim Barlup

Rhododendron
‘Hallelujah’
is a highly
regarded
hybrid by
Harold Greer

Magnolia liliiflora ‘Nigra’

Rhododendron ‘Champagne Lace’
Another Jim Barlup hybrid, R. ‘Champagne Lace’ was chosen the official
rhododendron for the ARS 70th Anniversary Convention in Sidney, BC in 2015.
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Some Beautiful Native Bulbs of Eastern Vancouver Island
Margot Moser
We are often reminded what a good
idea it is to include at least a few
native plants in our gardens because
they support long-established
habitats, are supposedly lowmaintenance and can diversify our
diets too. That is all well and good
but I have to tell you that the main
reason I have been growing dozens of
native plants for the past 40-odd
years is that they are very beautiful
and complement a garden composed
of plants from all over the world. If
they satisfy other goals, all the better,
but that’s not my priority.

especially not including those
imported thugs that grow wild in
ditches beside highways and give the
genuine native plants a bad name.
Keep in mind that plants which are
native in our area are not necessarily
native throughout the whole
province and vice versa.
The native plants I consider most
garden-worthy from an aesthetic
point of view are often the lower
growing bulbs, ferns and perennials.
In this article, I want to describe
some of the most exquisite bulbs
you’ll see anywhere, native in our
own back yards. They are not as
flashy as daffodils, hyacinths or tulips
but, like fine wine, enjoyed as a
refined taste. Like all bulbs, our
natives show to best advantage when
mass planted.

Erythronium oregonum

By definition BC native plants are
those which have been growing in
this part of the world for thousands
of years . . . not to be confused with
any brought by newcomers within
the last 200 years or so and
Erythronium revolutum
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The first to bloom are Fawn Lilies.
Erythronium oregonum is white and
E. revolutum is pink, smaller and
later-blooming. Despite their
delicate-looking blossoms, they are
surprisingly tough plants, surviving
dry summers by going dormant soon
after they finish blooming in late April
or early May. Many people living in
these parts make an annual
pilgrimage to rivers and creeks along
the Englishman, Cowichan or
Puntledge Rivers to witness
enchanting swaths of literally
thousands of E. oregonum in bloom.

Camassia leichtlinii (Great Camas)
http://www.nwplants.com/

Native Fritillaries are perhaps a bit of
an acquired taste – but then, some of
us think that of all Fritillarias. Again,
there are two commonly grown Rice
Roots in this area; Fritillaria affinis
(Chocolate Lily) is more abundant
than F. camschatcensis (Northern
Rice Root) which is a darker purplish
colour with yellow markings.
Erythronium oregonum
Photo: Rosemary Taylor

Like the Fawn Lilies, our native Camas
can handle very wet conditions in
winter and virtual drought in the
summer, partly because they pull
their bulbs deep into the ground.
Both Camassia leichtlinii and
Camassia quamash, blooming in an
electric shade of blue, are similar in
appearance with the former being
much taller.

Until you see Fawn lilies, Camas and
Fritillaries growing together in a
Garry Oak-like habitat, you don’t
realize that their impact is so much
greater when seen together than
separately. Add some supporting
perennials like Spring Gold or
Bleeding Heart or Shooting Stars to
create a breathtaking vision, once
very common here on the east coast
of Vancouver Island but now, sadly,
becoming quite rare.
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Later in the season, you can admire
many species of lilac-coloured Onions
such as Allium cernuum or Allium
acuminatum. Mauve-coloured
Harvest Brodiaea (Brodiaea
coronaria) and White Brodiaea
(Triteleia hyacinthina), like Allium
acuminatum, don’t appear until the
leaves have died down and
disappeared. Our native Tiger Lily,
Lilium columbianum, is stunning too,
often growing as tall as 4 feet or
more with multiple yellowish-orange
flowers accented by dark orange or
purple spots.

Lilium columbianum
http://www.nwplants.com/

Like many more familiar bulbs such as
daffodils and tulips, the native bulbs I
have mentioned propagate
themselves by seed as well as offsets.
If you have the patience to wait as
long as 4 or 5 years for them to grow
large enough to bloom, you will be
very well rewarded. If you want to

contain their numbers, simply
deadhead the flowers before they
release their seeds.

Allium acuminatum

All the bulbs I’ve mentioned are
edible but it’s far more satisfying to
admire their beauty than to eat
them. Besides that, they’re usually
expensive. Many local garden
centres sell a variety of native plants
when they’re available – you should
be ready to pounce if you see
something you like because it may be
gone if you wait. Cultivate Garden &
Gift in Parksville has a whole section
devoted to BC native plants. Fraser’s
Thimble Farm carries many that other
venues do not and may ship them to
you. If you have trouble tracking
down a particular plant you are
looking for, I might be able to help.
Contact me at mmoser@telus.net.
There’s lots to read online . . .
I like E-Flora BC and
https://www.pnwflowers.com/ for
inspiration and good information.

The Greig Garden Weed Whackers
With a flourish, Linda Renwick
dumped her bucket of weeds into the
wheelbarrow, “There, that finishes
that area,” she said to no one in
particular, although there were a few
nearby weeders properly socially
distanced.

appointments that no one dares to
miss, but from seven to nine
members turn up every week, the
men wielding the wheelbarrows
trucking weeds out, mulch back in
and the women weeding on hands
and knees or raking during a constant
hum of voices. No one is assigned a
job; everyone works to their
capabilities, or choice.

Linda Nicol – no weed is too small to escape notice.

After five morning shifts, spread out
across the calendar, the Greig Species
Garden at Milner Gardens and
Woodland is looking good. Not
perfect, no garden can ever be
perfect but slowly the determined
band of MARS and Nanaimo
members has conquered the
weediest areas and begun the chore
of applying mulch.
Because of the pandemic, the group,
limited to nine, was not allowed into
the garden until a month ago, and
not everyone comes every week.
Sore wrists and shoulders sometimes
need time outs and there’s the usual

Ross on the wheelbarrow and Linda the
direction provider.

A big thank you for their efforts go
to: Guy and Kathy Loyer, Katherine
Wasiak, Linda and Ken Nicol, John
Deniseger, June Bouchard, Chris
Southwick, Rose Prufer, Ross and
Linda Renwick, David Landry, Marilyn
Dawson. If you ask them, they’ll
probably say working outside again
with familiar faces is what makes
them come back every week.
Words: Marilyn Dawson
Photos: Katherine Wasiak
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More from the Greig Garden….

Marilyn on the rake spreading the goodness and Guy wheelbarrowing.

Chris – the only place for weeds is in the bucket!

And Now… a MARS Virtual Garden Tour….

In Joanne’s Garden…

Rhododendron
‘Fire Storm’

Rhododendron
‘Wine and Roses’
is a Cox dwarf
hybrid with red
leaf-undersides.
Very freeflowering.
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Rhododendron
‘Mood Indigo’

Rhododendron
‘Sun Spray’
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Rhododendron ‘Blaney’s Blue’
Photos: Joanne Hamilton
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In Margot’s Garden…

Photo: Margot Moser

This masterfully designed corner of Margot’s garden demonstrates the magic that
arises from creative plant combinations.
At the top, left to right: Quercus garryana (Garry Oak), Pinus contorta,
Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’ (European Beech)
Second Row: Rhododendron praevernum, R. ‘Mission Bells’, Vaccinium ovatum
(Evergreen Huckleberry) and R. wiltonii
Third Row: Viburnum tinus ‘Gwenllian’, Rhododendron ‘Cary Ann’,
Helleborus ‘Tiffany, R. ‘Hong Kong’
Bottom Row: Fragaria chiloensis (Beach Strawberry), Heuchera ‘Marmalade’,
Helleborus ‘Spring Promise’, Aspidotis densa (native fern), Hakonechloa macra
‘Aureola’ (gold grass), Acer palmatum dissectum ‘Orangeola’(Japanese Maple).

In Chris’ Garden…

Rhododendron ‘Rubicon’
Photos: Linda Derkach

Beautiful Rhododendrons: Chris Southwick
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Rhododendron ‘Laramie’
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Rhododendron
‘Turacao’

A lovely peachy-pink
rhododendron

Rhododendron ‘Kiwi Magi’ and R. ‘Nancy Evans’
- a match made in heaven!
And both a cross that includes ‘Lem’s Cameo’

Rhododendron ‘Betty Anderson’

Rhododendron ‘Ellie Sather’

In the Garden of Ron Sutton

Rhododendron crysodoron

Rhododendron ‘True Blue’
Photos: Ron Sutton

Page 26

Rhododendron
‘Sparkling Stars’ (above)

Rhododendron
davidsonianum
(white form)
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Rhododendron johnstoneanum
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Rhododendron
platypodum
A recently
introduced species
with unforgettable
foliage, exciting
new growth
(below) and lovely
blooms….maybe
next year!
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Correction

In our May issue, I incorrectly identified this plant as
Rhododendron augustinii ‘Cerulean Blue’.
Thanks to the keen eye of Marilyn Dawson, I can tell you it is
Rhododendron augustinii ‘Cerulean Mist’.

Coming Entertainment
Detailed information will be sent as soon as it is available.

Date
Friday, June 25 to
Sunday, June 27
Saturday, October 23
Sunday, October 24

Event
Rhododendron Species Botanical
Garden - Species Symposium
To Register: rhodygarden.org
ARS 2021 Fall Conference
(formerly Fall into Gardening)
Save the Date: More details
coming soon.

Zoom
Via Zoom

Via Zoom
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MARS Executive Committee
2020 – 2021
President – Glen Jamieson
glenjo2@yahoo.ca
Vice-Pres – Kathy Loyer
kathyloyer@telus.net
Treasurer – Ray Walker
jrjiffy@shaw.ca
Secretary – Marilyn Dawson
dawsom@shaw.ca
Directors:
Tony Ansdell
ansdella@shaw.ca
Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Dawn House
dl.house@telus.net
David Landry
david.landry@shaw.ca
Guy Loyer
guyloyer@gmail.com
Rose Prufer
ramapo@telus.net

MARS

Committees and Activities
Facebook – Rose Prufer
Garden Tour - vacant
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach
Programs – Glen Jamieson
Propagation – Katherine Wasiak
Species Garden – Tony Ansdell
Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer
Webmaster – Diane Henders

Member Care
Meeting Goodies – Jane Walker
Greeter – Guy Loyer
Meeting Coordinator – Tony
Ansdell
Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson
Sunshine – Judy Wood
Welcome – Joanne Hamilton
MARS Website:

P.O. Box 342

www.marsrhodos.ca

Qualicum Beach, BC

Facebook Page:

V9K 1S8

mars.bc.ca

www.marsrhodos.ca
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