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Volume 33 Issue 7
Next Meeting:
aquail

Wednesday,
September 15, 2021
Time and Place
to be determined

Please stay tuned…..
Coming Event:
Via ZOOM
ARS 2021 Fall Conference
October 23 and 24, 2021
A joint venture of MARS,
Nanaimo RS and
Vancouver Island Master
Gardeners

2021 Virtual ARS Fall Conference

Fall into Gardening
October 23 and 24, 2021
Hosted by Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society and Nanaimo Rhododendron Society in
partnership with Vancouver Island Master Gardeners

This virtual conference is at NO COST and open to all interested
gardeners - members and non-members – anywhere!
ARS 2021 Fall Conference Fall into Gardening Schedule:
• Saturday and Sunday, October 23 and 24, 2021 at NO COST!!
• Four presentations each day starting at:
9 am Pacific - 12 noon Eastern – 1:00 pm Atlantic – 5 pm UK – 6 pm CET
• All presentations will be recorded and available for our members in NZ,
Australia & Asia to view at a convenient time.

Saturday Speakers and Topics:
•
•
•
•

Hartwig Schepker, Germany
Shannon Berch, BC
David Sellars, BC
Don Hyatt, Virginia

Sichuan: A Plantsman’s Paradise
Living Soils
From Rhododendrons to Rock Gardening
A Walk in the Woods

Sunday Speakers and Topics:
• David Millais, UK
• Linda Chalker-Scott, WA
• Richard Dionne, QC
• Don Wallace, CA

Conservation of Heritage Rhododendrons
Landscape Mulches: The Good, the Bad, and
the Just Plain Ugly
Growing Rhododendrons in Québec’s
Harsh Winters
Fragrant Rhododendrons

Please join us for this fall celebration of gardening!
Invite your friends!
The Link to register is in the attached flyer.
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A Note from Glen Jamieson to Fellow Marsians:
It is with great pleasure that I
welcome Dawn House as our
new MARS President in
September!
As my term as President of MARS
comes to an end I would like to thank
you all for your wonderful support
during this period.
It has been a challenging time, as two
years ago in 2019 we had the
memorable and very successful ARS
Fall Conference, which was
immediately followed starting in
March 2020 with about 18 months of
our society meetings being shut
down due to COVID-19.
However, our society has survived, in
large part due to the extraordinary
participation of many MARS
members. While our plant show/sale
and garden tour have not occurred
for two years now, we have initiated
many new activities which have kept
us involved, and in this regard, I
would like to acknowledge the major
contributions of some members, in
no specific order.
Linda Derkach continues to produce
our incredible newsletters, Diane

Henders and Rose Prufer are keeping
our website and Facebook up to date,
and we have initiated a major
propagation effort, thanks to many
individuals but notably Katherine
Wasiak, Dave Landry, Guy Loyer, and
Marilyn Dawson, along with many
others!
Margot Moser and Diane Henders
have produced the great ‘What’s
Blooming’ documentation of plants in
our gardens, and MARS has both
contributed and participated in the
successful District 1 speakers ZOOM
presentations.
Many members this spring have
opened up their gardens for viewing,
and we have had a “contact group”
that has periodically phoned all local
Marsians to find out how they are
doing and to let everyone know that
MARS still exists!
Our participation in the continuing
development of the Greig Species
Rhododendron Garden at Milner
Gardens has been led by Marilyn
Dawson and Tony Ansdell along with
members of both MARS and the
other ARS Chapters on the island.
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DROUGHT
When the Nanaimo Regional District recently moved our area to Stage 4 watering
restrictions, we were reminded that we are at Drought Level 4 on the East Coast
of Vancouver Island. Level 5 is the highest and we are edging dangerously close.
While this is probably not news to most of us, having the highest level of watering
restrictions placed on those of us who are passionate gardeners poses some
challenges. We have had very dry summers in the past, but 2015 is one that is
etched in my memory. I wrote the following in September 2015 and it could be
applied to today.

From MARS Rhodovine, September 2015:
Many of us will never forget this year

rhododendrons did very well –

for its wonderful warmth, bright days,
visits with grandchildren……and the
numerous buckets of gray water -

especially large, old plants whether in
the ground or in pots. Three or four
inches of mulch protected the shallow

dishwater and shower water - taken
to our thirsty plants during the course

roots and retained moisture.

of this drought! The new motto at
our house is - “if it’s yellow let it
mellow…if it‘s brown….” - well you know

Apparently, this is but an appetizer
for future summers, so we must
adjust and get used to it.

the rest! All this is fairly new to us
“wetcoasters”.

While I have a large number of
drought-tolerant perennials, I will be
seeking out even more and letting

They say gold is the new green! And
our lawns will eventually come back.

some old friends go. But I will go the
extra distance for my hydrangeas, for

But amazingly, many of our west coast
plants have turned out to be (and
always were) quite drought tolerant,

without them the summer garden
would have been a total bust!

including Rugosa roses, geraniums,
hostas (who knew!), and (of course)
many of the garden-worthy west

And since they are now used to being
sloshed with buckets of soapy, greasy
dishwater, I am sure they intend to

coast native plants. Many of these
survived on very little water and

hang on through whatever next
summer brings.
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continue to thrive. Even my

This summer, along with the drought, our plants suffered several heat waves that
can cause lasting damage. Over the next few issues of the Rhodovine, we will talk
about interesting ways to conserve water, use water wisely, survive a heat dome
and have our gardens looking beautiful as well.

Ideas for conserving water from the Nanaimo Regional District:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Limit outdoor watering
Do not water during the heat of the day or when it is windy.
Consider planting drought-tolerant vegetation.
Take shorter showers.
Do not leave taps running.
Install water-efficient showerheads, taps and toilets.

Here’s an idea to consider:
During some recent maintenance, a homeowner nearby saw an easy opportunity
to carry rainwater from the eaves down to a rhododendron. A down pipe was
modified slightly to water a rhododendron garden before going into the ground.

More ideas next month!
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A look back to early summer…
In Kathy and Guy’s Garden…
Rhododendron
‘Carmen’
was hybridized by
Rothschild in 1934
and is still a muchloved plant today for
its dark green,
healthy, shiny foliage
and reliable bright red
tubular flowers.
Forrestii ssp. forrestii
Repens Group is a
parent. Great for the
small garden.

Rhododendron trichostomum
The blooms on this species resemble those of daphne more than rhododendrons and can last a
month. Growth is rather twiggy and spreading, with dense trusses of 8 to 20 flowers.
Words and Photos: L. Derkach
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Rhododendron
‘Nancy Evans’
A cross of ‘Hotei’
and ‘Lem’s
Cameo’, this
gorgeous
compact shrub
can be found in
many gardens on
Vancouver Island.

Rhododendron ‘Purple Passion’
Spectacular silky purple trusses with disease resistant foliage
– always a bonus.
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Rhododendron yunnanense
Many folks have
Rhododendron
‘Dreamland’ in their
gardens. This
specimen at Guy and
Kathy’s enjoys a fair
bit of shade and thus
the blooms last a
little longer than
those in more sun. A
very hardy, prolific
bloomer,
‘Dreamland’ is
compact and low
growing – great for
the smaller garden.

This spectacular
late spring show
can be relied
upon every year.
R. yunnanense is
an outstanding
showy species in
the subsection
Uniflora and is
tolerant of dry
and shady
conditions. (A
bonus!) Can be
pruned hard
successfully to
keep within
bounds.

Beautiful Rhododendron ‘Tara Too’ can be seen in many Vancouver Island
gardens. Many specimens were likely propagated by our friend
Paul Wurz of Hidden Acres north of Campbell River.

Rhododendron ‘Fantastica’ was hybridized by Hachmann in 1985.
This ‘yak’ hybrid features attractive dark green leaves with woolly indumentum.
Another hardy, semi-dwarf for the smaller garden.

Evil Weevils
from Margot Moser
As night falls most May evenings
I’m tucked in my garden bed,
Shaking down evil weevils
From the rhodos overhead.
I lay white sheet on the ground
To catch them as they fall;
Then bundle them off to slumberland
Beyond mortal recall.

Weevil damage on a rhododendron

Sweet dreams, my little darlings;
Your chewing days are through;
Notched leaves alone will remain
As eulogy to you.

Please do not confuse the dreaded weevil with all the beneficial
beetles that inhabit our gardens.
Shiny black and coloured beetles, including Lady Bugs and many others are busy
in our gardens eating aphids, snails, insect eggs, and plant-eating invertebrates.
In order to keep a balance in the garden we need to accept some pest damage
and avoid insecticides so that these beneficial insects can do their good work.
Remembering that weevils and their larvae like dry shade, here are some other
organic methods to reduce your weevil load:
• Soak the ground with beneficial nematodes – micro-organisms that will
burrow into the weevil larvae munching on plant roots – thus preventing next
year’s batch of weevils. Nematodes can be used once the soil has warmed up.
• Plant weevil-resistant varieties – rhododendrons with curved leaves make it
difficult for weevils to hold on at the edge; they prefer plants with flat leaves.
• Avoid positioning rhododendrons under evergreens.
• Try Tanglefoot to stop the weevils in their tracks as they climb the trunk at
night.
from Linda Derkach
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The Garden of Dawn and Jim
Dawn and Jim have generously opened their garden for the MARS
Garden Tour and have plans for upcoming events as well. They are
fairly recent and very dedicated stewards of a masterful rhododendron
garden filled with venerable specimens of some of the best
rhododendrons. The garden was recently photographed at the end of
May, thus revealing some of the cultivars not normally seen during the
Mother’s Day Garden Tour. Here are some later blooming beauties.

Rhododendron ‘Naselle’ and R. ‘Haida Gold’
What a spectacular combination!! Clearly, these two specimens have been
growing together for over 20 years. ‘Haida Gold’ is a hybrid of R. wardii, first
hybridized by Bovee n 1961. R. ‘Naselle’ appeared much later in 1987 and is a
hybrid of ‘Lem’s Cameo’. Scrumptious! Delicious! Definitely the ‘Wow’ factor!!
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Rhododendron ‘Lavender Queen’
So stunning is this shrub that two photos were needed to pay it justice. And if you have ever
wondered how big any rhododendron will get, a visit to this garden will tell you – much bigger
than you ever imagined. At probably 25 to 30 years old, this ‘Lavender Queen’ is probably ten
feet high and almost as wide – and makes a wonderful privacy screen! You can see the
catawbiense in this beauty, hybridized by Shammarello. During our tour, I found this plant so
mesmerizing that I had to be coaxed away – to yet another gorgeous shrub.
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Many of the specimens in Jim and Dawn’s garden are not labelled.
Thus much detective work was required in order to identify
R. ‘Sappho’ (above) and R. ‘Frank Galsworthy’ (below).
These two enormous shrubs were identified by Chris Southwick.
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Rhododendron ‘Point Defiance’

If you have acreage, here is a stunningly beautiful and much-admired hybrid by
Halfdan Lem that will take your breath away every May. Be sure to situate it
where you can see it from several windows in your house.
Six feet at ten years may be so, but it will keep growing to form a very large plant
– so give it lots of room.
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Here are some beauties that so far have not been identified.
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Rhododendron
‘Purple Splendour’
is a very old
cultivar. It holds
the Award of
Garden Merit from
the RHS but is
somewhat
susceptible to
mildew. However,
not in Dawn and
Jim’s garden
where it continues
to thrive as a very
large and
spectacular shrub.

Rhododendron
‘Purple Lace’
is aptly named with
its lacey, frilly,
reddish/purple
flowers. Foliage is a
deep, glossy green
and very attractive –
important for the
other 50 weeks of
the year.

Fabulous Garden: Dawn and Jim
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach
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MARS Propagation Team: June Work Bee
Update: Rose Prufer

The Potting
Crew:
Dawn, Kathy,
Linda N, Guy,
David and
Marilyn aka the
“Label-maker”.
Reporter and
self-proclaimed
“boss” was
Rose.
Looks like a lot
of fun!

We had a great day potting at
David and Yvonne Landry’s
place yesterday – a very warm
day at the end of June.
We potted under the sundeck
so it was fairly cool and later
there was ice tea and lemonade
upstairs.

.

All these newly potted-up
babies are happy on the north
side of the house.
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My Memorial Garden
by Margot Moser

I’ve been feeling quite melancholy of late, thinking about all the gardening friends
we’ve lost this past year or so in MARS and/or the Alpine Gardeners of Central
Vancouver Island. Mike Miller became the most recent at the end of July and, not
so long before, Louise Cotterill, Joan Rich, Barbara Kulla, Paul Wurz and Paddy
Mark have deeply saddened us with their departures. This has got to stop!

A stunning
Hemerocallis (Daylily)
from Barb Kulla

It’s not only the support, friendship and camaraderie of these exceptional people
we miss but also their generous participation, knowledge and contributions to our
local garden clubs. They were the epitome of gardeners and gardening –
inspirational and irreplaceable!

This diminutive alpine
dianthus was a gift
from Mike Miller who
passed away in early
August. Mike was a
great plantsman,
specializing in orchids,
rhododendrons and
alpines.
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I have taken solace in my own garden, wandering around and admiring special
plants that I acquired from my many gardening friends – a diminutive alpine
dianthus from Mike, a lovely white hibiscus seedling from Paddy, a stunning
daylily from Barbara, an exquisite creeping dogwood from Louise and an
enchanting dryas from Joan.

Cornus canadensis
from
Louise Cotterill

Without planning it, my garden has, over time, become a memorial garden with
these and other treasured plants from my family and friends. I love the fact that
almost every plant in my garden has a story.

Dryas octopetala from Joan Rich

R. ‘Starbright Champagne’
from Paul Wurz
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In Judy’s Summer Garden
Judy’s garden has amazing curb-appeal. One can take in all manner of beauty and
some great ideas without stopping or getting out of one’s vehicle. Here are some
plants that take centre stage during summer and are probably some of the few
living things that loved the heat dome.

California Poppy
Most of the California poppies we usually see are orange or yellow. This cultivar
is an amazing kaleidoscope of hot yellow, orange and red. The state flower of
California, Eschscholzia californica thrives in full sun and on poor soil that can be
sandy and rocky. And – now more importantly – it is drought tolerant.
The toughest part about growing these beauties is to leave them alone in their
hot, sandy soil and not fuss. Hold the water!!
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Rhododendron ‘Warlock’
This handsome and brooding rhododendron is aptly named. A hybrid of R. ‘Purple
Splendour’ (Waterer) and R. ‘Romany Chai’ (Rothschild), ‘Warlock’ will rise to six
feet in ten years meaning it is going to be a very large plant. Lucky Judy has a
large garden to accommodate this unusual and not often seen beauty.

Dazzling – radiant – enchanting – this iris - mindful of purple silk
was a standout in the hot, sunny border surrounded by other
sun-loving drought-tolerant perennials.
60,000 is the number of iris cultivars available today – something for everyone.

In Judy’s garden evergreens provide some shade for her rhododendrons while
drought tolerant, sun-lovers inhabit the sunny curbside,
packed together tightly to help prevent water loss.
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Harold Eldon Greer

Note: Everyone who joins MARS
is provided a copy of Harold
Greer’s “Guide to Available
Rhododendrons” – for many
years the quintessential
reference for rhododendron
lovers. Sadly, Harold passed
away in early August in a tragic
accident. Harold was and will
continue to be an immense
influence in the rhododendron
world.
Here is his story as told by his
wife Nancy and friend Dana
Manion of the Eugene Chapter of
the ARS.
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Harold Eldon Greer, 76, passed away
unexpectedly on August 10, 2021,
while tending to his landscape and his
beloved rhododendrons. Harold was
born to Edgar and Esther Peterson
Greer on May 21, 1945, in Greeley,
Colorado.
His family moved to
Eugene, Oregon, when Harold was
seven years old and shortly thereafter
Harold was introduced to the world of
plant materials, and specifically,
rhododendrons, by his father. What
began as a shared hobby between
father and son soon became a
business, Greer Gardens Nursery,
originally located in the River Road
area. In 1961, the family purchased a
parcel of land on Goodpasture Island
Road and moved the nursery to the
site which would be home to the
business for the next 50 years.

Rhododendron ‘Hallelujah’
hybridized by Harold Greer
Photo: Garth Wedemire

Harold graduated from North Eugene
High School and attended the
University of Oregon, but his passion
from a very young age was plant
materials and rhododendrons. As a
teenager, he was the youngest person
to be accepted into membership of
the Eugene Chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society and by the age
of 22, he was the youngest person to
ever be appointed as a Director for the
American Rhododendron Society. His
involvement with the international
organization continued as he served in
a progression of officer roles,
culminating as President of the
American Rhododendron Society,
again as the youngest person ever to
do so. Additionally, he served on
many ARS committees throughout his
lifetime.

Rhododendron kiusianum
‘Komo Kulshan’ hybridized
by Harold Greer
Photo: John and Sally Perkins

Along with his love of rhododendrons,
Harold possessed a talent for
photography, another passion which
continued throughout his lifetime. He
had a very good eye for composition
and color.
Over the years, he
photographed thousands of plant
blooms, trusses, and leaves, which
became the illustrations for the many
articles and presentations he
prepared. In addition, Harold wrote
and illustrated several books about
rhododendrons, the best known of
which is “Greer’s Guidebook to
Available Rhododendrons”.
Harold loved to share his wealth of
knowledge about the plant world but
he was always striving to learn more.
In addition to the American
Rhododendron Society, he belonged
to the Royal Horticultural Society, the
Magnolia Society, the Camellia Society
and he was a board member for the
Rhododendron Species Foundation in
Federal Way, Washington.
Harold also loved to travel and he
incorporated his thirst for knowledge
into the many horticultural tours he
and his wife, Nancy, led to Japan, New
Zealand, Australia, Germany, France,
England, Scotland, Ireland and the
Scandinavian region over the many
years of their life together.
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retirement community on the
property, surrounded by beautiful
gardens containing the rare and
unique rhododendrons Harold had
collected and nurtured during his
lifetime. An additional aspect of the
new construction was a new home for
Harold and Nancy’s comfort and
enjoyment in their retirement years.
The Springs at Greer Gardens will
always remain as a reminder of
Harold’s passion for rhododendrons
and beautiful gardens.

Rhododendron ‘Kimbeth’ by Harold
thriving in the garden of
Ken and Madeleine Webb
Photo: Linda Derkach

In 2015, as Harold looked forward to
retirement, he sold the Greer Gardens
Nursery property to The Springs
Living, a retirement and senior living
company based in McMinnville,
Oregon. Harold worked with the new
owner, Fee Stubblefield, and his team
at The Springs Living to envision and
bring into existence a multi-level

Harold is survived by his wife of 55
years, Nancy (Scott) Greer; his sister,
Elizabeth Montel, of Grants Pass; his
sister-in-law, Linda Southwick, of
Eugene; his nephew, Scott Reese and
wife, Susan, of Eugene; niece Wendy
Hitztes and husband, Will, of Denver,
Colorado; niece Cassie Gaudette and
husband, Brian, of West Point, New
York; and numerous other nieces and
nephews.
A Memorial Service is being planned
for a later date. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the
Research Foundation of the American
Rhododendron Society or to the
Rhododendron Species Foundation of
Washington.
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MARS Executive Committee
2021 – 2022
President – Dawn House
dl.house@telus.net
Vice-President – David Landry
david.landry@shaw.ca
Secretary – Karen Bennett
karenbennett51@gmail.com
Treasurer – Ray Walker
jrjiffy@shaw.ca
Past President – Glen Jamieson
glenjo2@yahoo.ca
Directors:
Tony Ansdell
ansdella@shaw.ca
Marilyn Dawson
dawsom@shaw.ca
Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Guy Loyer
guyloyer@gmail.com
Kathy Loyer
kathyloyer@telus.net
Rose Prufer
ramapo@telus.net

Committees and Activities
Facebook – Rose Prufer
Garden Tour - vacant
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach
Programs – Glen Jamieson
Propagation – Katherine Wasiak
Species Garden – Tony Ansdell
Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer
Webmaster – Diane Henders

Member Care
Meeting Goodies – Jane Walker
Greeter – Guy Loyer
Meeting Coordinator – Tony
Ansdell
Plant Prizes – Sherry Thompson
Sunshine – Judy Wood
Welcome – Joanne Hamilton

MARS

MARS Website:

P.O. Box 342

www.marsrhodos.ca

Qualicum Beach, BC

Facebook Page:

V9K 1S8
www.marsrhodos.ca

mars.bc.ca
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