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MARS Photography Evening
MOVED TO FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING

Deadlinefor Submissions February 1, 2022

Once again, we are featuring photos from our fellow Marsians for this evening of
great photography.

We encourage everyone to send up to 12 of their favourite photos as per the
instructions below:

1. Email your digital photos

Please email to Gleramieson at

glenj02@yahoo.ca A G K da! w{ tK20(2 yAIKGE Ay (K
a PowerPoint presentation with all entries.

2. Email instructions
On the subject line, please put the name of the rhododendron, garden, plant or
scene- if known.

3. Subjects

This isnot a contest, and pictures you have taken that showcase your garden or
plants, special photos that you took on garden tours or in sorBeorS f 4 SQa 3
etc. are all welcome.

4. Presentation
Participants are welcome to comment on their photos when they are
LINBASYGSRXAT GKS@& gAaKD

Deadline for SubmissionFebruary 1, 2022
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TheGardenin Winter

Vancouver Island gardeners arery
fortunate. Though our gardens suffer
through a summer drought that is
getting worse each year, we can also
look forward to bloomsberries and
the beautiful fall colours of many
deciduous hardy plantsif we take

the time to plant judiciouslyHere

are some gemso consider
photographed in the Parksville
garden of Glen and Dorothy.

Bees WI|| Iove you if you plant almost
any cultivar olCotoneaster Ly Df S
gardenCotoneastehorizontalis

lights up the gardemvith bright red
berries. Deciduouwith dark green
leaves and pinkwhite flowers in

spring C. horizontaliformsa
herringbone patterrwith its

branches.

Rhododendronluteumis a much
loved azale& with its bright green
glabrous leaves and sweetly scented
yellow flowers. Robust and
suckeringR. luteunmhas been
hybridized widely and isonsidereda
first-rate garden plant. Saio Palace
in Sweden has dozens of fragrant
r&clmens @nted along their
mét ng pahs, delighting visitors at
every turn. Fabulous fall colour is a
bonus, the leaves hagng on the
plant for a long timeR.WD2f RSy
/| 2YSGQ A& O2yaARSN
luteumhybrids. Good for the larger
garden. Page3




A New Zealand natiy€orokia is not
common in cooler climes, b@.
cotoneastercan be found in gardens
on Vancouver Island. Evergreen in
NZ,Corokia x virgat#s a cross o€.
buddlejoidesand C. cotoneaster
Glossy dark green leavesvhite
beneath ¢ sport small fragrant
yellow flowers in spring. Yellow or
orange fruit follows in autumn. Can
grow to ten feetc probably inthe
warmerNew Zealandlimatec and
needs a minimum temperature of

2 degrees C. | wonder howfaired
during the week of minus 7to 9
degrees Celsiusigpefully it has a
sheltered spot.

Mahoniax media¥/ K I NJA

Fragrant bright yellow flowers in the
dead of winter evergreen, shiny
leaves, deer resistantough as nails,
happy in sun or shade, and beloved
by hummingbirds; what is not to
love aboutMahoniax media

W/ K| Nheilvahorda media
cultivars can get very bigup to 15
feet and 12 feet wide so giveem
lots of room. Every west coast
garden slould have one if only to
provide muchneeded sustenance to
2dzNJ ' yYy I Qa | dzYY-Ay 3
winter on Vancouver IslandM.

W2 AyGSNI {dzyQ -A &

worthy cultivar.
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Grevillea victoriads reliably hardy
growing successfully throughout
most of North America and England.
Endemic to New South Wales,
Australig the Royal Grevilleaasit is
called- is evergreen, loves a sunny
spot and bears gorgeous, orange,
tubular flowers through the winterg
much to the delight of our over
wintering hummingbirds.

Grevillea victoria¢hrivesin a
protected, south¥ | OA y 3
generally mild garden.

Grevillea¥W/ | y 6 S Ni¥&noties Y Q

vigorous, bushy shrub with silairy
stems and crowded linear leaves.
The waxy, pinkish red flowers were
blooming profusely in May ithis
Bowser Garden.
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DSYQ
ensure there arenany contented

hummingbirds! Page5




Magnolla stellatalP[ S 2 y I NJanda Saa
Chrlstmas lightsPhoto: L|nda Derkach N

: "‘W "“ 7% ’» The Winter
| i H AP  Gardenelevated
: ‘EC« by the beautiful,
@ fluffy white stuff
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Photos: Glen Jam|eson exceﬂ)tewe noted
Words: Linda Derkach Mahonia®’/ KI NRA {i& O




Beautiful BC Native Dwarf Fernsd More from Margot

Gymnocarpium dryopteri©ak Fern

hoto from:
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org

WhyGymnocarpium dryopterid & OF f f SR
bit of amystery because it has no association with o
trees. Itis found all around the worét northly
latitudes and higher elevationgzronds arise
individually alondengtheningrhizomesall throughthe
spring and summer . . . translation: this is a feratth
needs lots of room to spread or a large container to
keep it in check(Apparently, Mary Grieg was not tog
impressed by its wandering ways.)

Wherever you do plant it, make sure it is in light to f{
aKIFRS FyR R2Sa y2iotheNE
shadeloving plants such ddostas,Trilliumsand
rambling native groundcovers such\émillaLeaf,
Oxalis Twisted Stalk and False talythe-Valley

Height:up to 12inches /30cm
Spreadindefinite

Pentagramma triangularissoldenback Fern

| had never heard of Goldenback Fern unt
moving to my present garden and found it
growing in sunny rock crevicesth
seemingly no soil or moisture. Thimall,
tufted fern begins its season at the end of
summer and stays green all winter.
Theoretically evergreen, it will dry up in
summer if too dry.

Thecommon name "goldnback" refers to
the light yellow colar on the back of the
fronds which is @rotective coatinghat
inhibits moisture loss

It would likely be much easier to grow
Pentagramma triangularisn a rotting log
or container than to try to introduce it in a
rock wall where it may otherwise be found
naturally.

Height:15 to 30 cm / 6 to 12 inches
Spread: 15 to 36m /6 to 12 inches

tK2G2 FTNRBY al NB2GQa
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Licorice Ferm Polypodium glycyrrhiza is
a familiar fern all along the BC coast. Iti
often seen growing on Big Leaf Maples I
also festooning rocks, logs and even mof
ground. One nutrient that ensures its go
health is calcium which gardeners can
supply if necessary with a dustinglmulb
fertilizer or other source of lime.
In nature, Licorice Ferns often go dormatr
when dry weather arrives but they can be
kept green with regular watering. New
leaves emerge in late summer and are a
joy throughout the gloomy fall and winter
months.
Height:Leaves up to 2 feet (60 cm long)
Spread: Indefinite but slow along rhizomé
which produce single fronds intermittentl
as they grow.
Polypodium hesperiumiVestern Polypody
Most of us are familiar with Licorice P
Ferng Polypodium glycerhizaut
there are a few other BC
polypodiums (singkrond ferns)
such agPolypodium hesperium
which also grow in BC and are
equally valuable in home gardens.
Deceivingly vulnerable in
appeararce, Western Polypody is a
tough as nails, remaining evergree
with almost no water during the dry
season. Leaves 5to 25 cm 2.5 to 10 inches lon
Like Licorice Fern, this can be Spread: indefinite but very slow
introduced into the home landscap
most easily on a moist, rotting log
where it will slowly spread. Words and Photos: Margot Moser
unless otherwise noted. Page8
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Polystlchum imbricandlarrow-leaved Sword Fern

‘.,(\5 ‘&

'3‘».’

e fern in my garden was just a small,

& was actuallyPolystichum imbricansa

| smaller garden.

o ) W
t K232 TN.EY al NHZ2 i

Because sword ferns are qune varlable

4 compact sword fern. As it turned out, it
separate, slowgrowing species of

It is found sporadically
in BC, mainly on Vancouver Island,
growing in dry rock outcrops. Like

Polystichum munitumNarrowleaved
Sword Fern can handle quite a bit of s
especially if routinely watered. It shoul
be keptwell mulched and not allowed tg
completely dry out.

Height: 20 to 70 cm / 9 to 16 inches

Spread: 20to 70 cm / 9 to 16 inches

Thelypteris phegopteridlarrow Beech Fern

In nature, Narrow Beech Fern grow
in shade to semshade in moist

forests, on bankand even on moist

cliff faces. The operative word is:
moist . . . evenwet. This
requirement could be the limiting
factor in many of our gardens.
Thelypteris phegopterighrives in
calciumand nitrogenrich soils

where, similar to Oak Fern (above) o

they expand their territory via
rhizomes which produce single
fronds as they grow longer. Also,
like Oak Fern, they can be kept in
containers or planted in a
designated area ith other shade

Photo courtesy from Adolf CeskaFHora BC

and moistureloving plants. (See Oak
Fern notes, above.)

Height: 20 to 70 cm / 9 to 16 inches
Spread: 20to 70 cm / 9 to 16 inches




BC Native Dwarf Fern Preferences

Evergreen
Semishade to
full shade
Semishade to
Needs moist,
well-drained soil
Tolerates dryness
(not drought)
Both sterile &
fertile fronds
Spreading
rhizomes
Benefits from
extra calcium
Deer/ rabbit
resistant

X
X

Adiantum aleuticum imbricatum
Dwarf Maidenhair Fern

Adiantum capillusveneris

X
X

Southern Maidenhair Fern

Aspidotis densa

Lace Fern

Asplenium trichomanes
Maidenhair Spleenwort
Cryptogramma acrostichoides
Parsley Fern
Gymnocarpium dryopteris
Oak Fern
Pentagramma triangularis

Goldenback Fern

Polypodium glycyrrhiza
Licorice Fern
Polypodium hesperium
Western Polypody
Polystichum imbricans
Narrowleaved Swordrern
Struthiopteris spicant
Deer Fern

Thelypteris phegopteris

Narrow Beech Fern

bhe¢oy ¢KSAS INBE 3INRBgAYy3I LINBFSNByOSa +a 7Tl |
LINPYA&ASaA®D L (0 Q & keepfaddy@ah anly ned planhtor at R&Stthe firg year to
YIE1S &dzNB AGQ&a ANRBSAYy3I (GKS gl & e2dz g2dz R SELIS
unpredictable, even some native plants are having trouble adjusting to changing conditions.
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Two CascadingNVaterfalls ¢ Worlds Apart

The Cascade Waterfall at Chatsworth Gardens, England

Chatsworth Housas said to be
the model for Pemberley, Mr.
5F NDéQa K2YS A
Pride and Prejudiceand was
the setting for Pemberley in the
2005 film. Itis a stately home
in the Debyshire Dales, near
Bakewell and Chesterfield,
England. Chatsworth is theate
of the Duke of Devonshire, anc
has belonged to the Cavendisk
family since 1549. The house
and landscape have undergon
many renovations and change!
over the centuries.

The cascade of the willow tree
fountain is a dramatically
splashing and rushing wex
feature, redesigned and rebuilt
as all gardeners love to do. A
sheet of water flows over the
series of elegant steps, down
from the Baroque Pavilion to
disappear abruptly into a
culvert at the bottom, feeding
into yet anotherfountain.

And nowfast forward to November 2021 and the

Atmospheric Rivers visited upon BritislolGmbia
Photo: Chatsworth website Page 11




Water cascaded down the stairs in tigarden of Margot MosexX
thanks to more rain than we really need!!

A seasonal stream normally flows through the garden from the street above to
the street below which is diverted through a culvert under treveway. But so
much rain fell during the atmospheric river event in iNldvember that the

culvert became plugged with leaves and debris washing down from Nanoose
Hill. By the time the problem was discovered, the driveway was under 4 or 5
inches of wate that flooded the garage and cascaded down through the garden
taking any route it could including the stairsThe force of the water took out
about 50 feet of deer fencing at the bottom of the gardéfotal repair

bill: $1,500, not including deemanded plants and lost topsoil.

Story andPhotcs. Margot Moser




Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden
2 K2 R2SayQi ¢AakK T2 N I|shrbdge@nnidlgdnd e F
that we love ¢ including the gardener to go withat But coming down to reality
most of us have average or smaller gardens and they are getting smaller each
year. Smaller gardens call for smaller but still lovely thinggrtow. In the
rhododendron world, they are referred to as dwarf and sewarf.
This article begins a feature on dwarf and selwarf rhododendrongand even
smaller evergreen azalea$at will bring much beauty to your garden without
the danger of then trying todevour your house.l SNBX Q& 2 dzNJ T A N& U

Rhododendron{’SI OAS¢ { dzy a

RhododendronW{ S| @A S &
is a scrumptious blendf yellow,
orange, coral and pinkGood-
looking out of bloom as well,
boasting semglossy, dark green
handsome leavesA cross of
Whl yO&d 9@FyaQ |
{ dzy a&eaveE Suns8vas

created by Frank Fujiak
hybridizerand perfectionisbn
Whidbey Island, WashingtorR.
W{ SI oS4 Mparteyid R
compact to roughly 3 feet.

In the full sun of the Humboldt Botanical
Garden, Eurekabove R W{ S| QA ¢
an exceptional performer.

Andin the semishade of my much cooler
garden(minus a Heat Domef) Qualicum
Beach(right)z W{ S| @A S g gpalzy 3
colour, with trusses that last and excellent
dark green leaves that look good all through
the winter.

From Californato BRW{ S| A S g |
good choice for the smaller gardedardy to
about-12 C.

Words and Photos: Linda Derkach




Remembering an Appalachian Sprin@012
Like so many of us weary of heat domes, floods and arctic outflows, | loag for
return to visitingbeautiful gardens.Since not possiblaght now, | have opted for
a virtual meandering through some lovely gardens visitdde in Asheville,
North Carolina during the 2012 ARS Convention.

Sohereis@Vest@ | A 0 SNNA NBYSYONI yOS 2émstl O NI
coast of North America. Havingwver been to that part of the country, | was first
taken aback by the beauty of tleciduous forestsand woods- both in the Blue

Ridge Mountains and the large gardens and estttaswe visited

TG 4

The woods at theNorth Carolina Arboreturm Ashevilé
are home tonative pinesdogwood and hardwood
treeswith an understory of native rhododendrongrns
and seasonal wildflowers. Most importantly, it is hom
to the National Native Aatea Collection

The deciduous woods
surrounding the Biltmore Estate
GFr1S 2ySQa oNXB
to the estatedrive along the
Approach Road, plantealy
Frederick LavDIlmstedin his
naturalistic style, incorporating
native and exotic plants to
achieve a luxurious subtropical
effect. It was magical!

Page &




In this private gardemmature
rhododendronsncluding
hybrids by Dexter, Leach, Kehr
Gilkey, Delp, Van Veamd
othersenjoy the protectionand
camaraderieof dogwoods,
camellias, redwoaosl and
Japanese maples

Exbury, Girard and Glenn Dale
hybrid azaleas as well as native
azaleas are at home in the
formal and woodland areas of
the garden.

Bent Creek bordes the eight acres of native woodland at the North Carolina
Arboretum, Asheville home to 16 of the 17 azalea species native to the US,
along with named selections and hybrids.

Narrow woodland trails provide access to the native flora and fauna.
Page 5




Native azaleasincludingR. alabamense, R. austrinum, R. calendulacauoeh
ndensare in their natural element at the North Carolina Arboretum.

£ oS
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Note to
Self:

Grow
more
azaleas
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Kalmia

Kalmias ar&@ven more
abundantthroughout
the Appalachianghan
here on Vancouver
Island. They are rative
to swamps, woodland
and meadows in North
America and Cuba

| have found thakKalmia
latifolia (Mountain Laurel) is §
easier to grow tharthe
hybrids forminga dense,
bushy shrub. Maes of
corymbs ae produced from
candylike pink @ red buds. | |
Kb WoftFQ Aa (dE
with pink buds openingo
white.

These three unlabelled
specimens were
thriving next tothe
deciduous woods in
the large gardens
around Asheville and a
the Biltmore Estate.
Kalmia are happiest in
the same cultural
conditions as
rhododendrons.
Pagel8




Carolina
Allspice

Calycanthus floridus
(Carolina Allspice) is
at home in the
deciduous
woodlands and along
streambanks on the
east coast.

Unusua] dark reddisHorown flowers are modest but fragrant_ustrous leaves
turn yellow in autumn and the flower seed pods persist through winter.

Calycanthus isdrdy to Zone @and, though not common, igery happy here on
the west coast as well.
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