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Cover Photo:  

Eranthus hyemalis (Winter Aconite) is an early 

companion for rhododendrons in Milner 

Gardens & Woodland in February  

 

 
Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, 

February 9 at 7:30 pm 

Members’ Photo Night 

 
Blooming now:   

Hamamelis ‘Arnold Promise’ 
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MARS Members’  

Photography Evening 

Wednesday, February 9 

7:30 pm 
 

This will be a ‘hybrid’ 

meeting: 

In Person and via ZOOM 

 

At least we hope…. 
 

 

 
 

Victoria 

Rhododendron Society 

presents 

Jeff DeJong 

Monday, February 7  

at 7:30 pm 

via ZOOM 

The Garden in a Changing World 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84538935641?

pwd=UHB4NHRkc1lxTkk2NWp5c1FFWjlOZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 845 3893 5641 

Passcode: 280448 

 
Nanaimo Rhododendron 

Society 

presents 

Jo Canning 

Thursday, February 10 at 

7:30 pm 

via Zoom 

Bulbs in the 

Rhododendron 

Garden 

Zoom Link to follow 

Why not try a… 

Podcast 

For the Love of Rhododendron 

Next Generation Program Podcasts are 

available on the ARS website 
 

What are they?? 

Short audio interviews, discussions or 

presentations for the rhododendron 

enthusiast.  You can listen through your 

iPad, cell phone or laptop – while sitting 

in your garden, your living room, or 

driving your car… 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84538935641?pwd=UHB4NHRkc1lxTkk2NWp5c1FFWjlOZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84538935641?pwd=UHB4NHRkc1lxTkk2NWp5c1FFWjlOZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 
Portland and surrounding area is home to some of the most beautiful 

gardens in the world.  Here are some that will amaze  

during the ARS Convention in May.  
   

The Cecil and Molly Smith Garden 

 
Rhododendron ‘Loderi King George’ nestles among Japanese Maples, 

towering evergreens, Carolina Silverbell (Halesia carolina), ferns and 

many other woodland treasures in the Cecil and Molly Smith Garden. Page 3 

 

Rhododendron ‘Elsie Watson’ 

in the Cecil & Molly Smith Garden 

ARS 2022 

Convention  

Portland,Oregon 

May 4 to 8, 2022 

ars2022.org 
 



 

Rhododendron ‘Mango Tango’ 

The Cecil and Molly Smith Garden 

near Portland 

 

A canopy of native Douglas firs create an ideal environment for the 

natural woodland garden of rare beauty, featuring superior forms of 

species and hybrid rhododendron.  This spectacular garden created by 

Cecil and Molly Smith now has over 600 rhododendrons and azaleas.   

Complementing the rhododendron collection are choice trees, shrubs, 

wildflowers and bulbs.  Each pathway reveals its own visual treat – a 

moss covered log with plants tucked in the bark crevices, plants 

thriving on tree stumps, drifts of wildflowers.  Masses of Cyclamen, 

Narcissus, Erythronium and Trillium flourish here.                 Page 4 



More in the Smith Garden… 

 

 

   Rhododendron ‘Lady Chamberlain’ 

 

 

Rhododendron argyrophyllum   
   Photos: L.Derkach unless otherwise noted 

R. ‘Lady Chamberlain’ is clearly a 

hybrid of R. cinnabarinum var. 

roylei.  In 1930 the Rothschild 

family crossed cinnabarium with 

‘Royal Flush’ to produce a 

slender, graceful shrub with 

new blue-green foliage aging to 

mid-green with reddish stems.   

Below, the exquisite pure white 

flowers of R. argyrophyllum 

combine to form a truss of 

exceptional beauty.   

The Smith garden is home to 

 R. argyrophyllum ‘Chinese 

Silver’, a fine form with a pink 

truss.  Holds the Award of 

Garden Merit from the Royal 

Horticultural Society. 
 



Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

A partnership of Portland Parks and Recreation & the 

Portland Chapter of the ARS 

 

Rhododendrons and azaleas, a spring-fed lake with waterfowl, 

picturesque bridges and waterfalls, woodland treasures – Crystal 

Springs is spectacular, serene and tranquil.   

Primula, hostas and ferns in a shady grove at Crystal Springs. 

R. ‘Fagetter’s Favorite’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lan Su Chinese Garden in the 

heart of the city is an oasis 

of calm, quiet and beauty.  A 

creative wonder,  

Lan Su is authentic,  

built by Chinese artisans 

from Suzhou.  
 

 

Lan Su 

Chinese 

Garden 

Portland 



The Japanese Garden in Washington Park, Portland 

 

12 spectacular acres of authentic Japanese beauty 

 

2022 ARS Convention – Portland/Vancouver   ars2022.org 



Climate Change: 
What Can One Conscientious Gardener Do 

Climate change seems like much 

too big a challenge to take on.  

But as gardeners, we can make a 

difference right in our own back 

yards.  As best-selling author 

Douglas Tallamy states in his 

book, Nature’s Best Hope, 

conservation starts in our own 

yards. 

 

Storm damage 

The Trouble with Carbon  

As you probably already know, 

carbon dioxide plays a big part in 

rising temperatures and 

changing weather patterns.  

West Coasters know this all too 

well - heat domes, atmospheric 

rivers, windstorms and high 

tides.  Things are changing and 

not for the better.  Carbon is 

the culprit - so how can we as 

gardeners help to remove it 

before it does more damage.  

 

Raging Storms – Higher tides 

Plants remove carbon from the 

air and sequester it in their 

tissues and in the soil.  Growing 

lots of plants – especially 

evergreen – and avoiding soil 

disturbance that releases 

carbon into the air are ways that 

gardeners can help.  

 
The ”Heat Dome” of 2021 caused 

damage on evergreens. 
 

Avoid Tilling the Soil 

Apart from the fact that 

rototilling and turning soil over 



in the garden is not good for all 

the micro-organisms in the soil, 

it releases carbon back into the 

air – something we want to 

prevent.   

 

The Stumpery at RSBG mirrors 

Nature’s plan:  Long-lived evergreens, 

shrubs and ground covers  

to protect the soil. 
 

Plant Trees and Shrubs 

While it may be difficult to have 

all native plants in your garden, a 

variety of broad-leafed 

evergreens, conifers and native 

shrubs is a good start to 

creating a garden that 

sequesters carbon – thus 

keeping it from contributing to 

global warming. 

The good news for us is that the 

evergreen leaves of our 

rhododendrons sequester carbon 

in their wood and their leaves, 

holding it there until the wood 

or leaves rot.  The longer the 

leaves stay on a plant, and the 

longer a plant lives - the longer 

they store the carbon and keep 

it out of the atmosphere.   

Our iconic Douglas firs and 

other conifers are champions at 

sequestering carbon for as long 

as they live – so protect your 

evergreens and you are 

contributing to slowing global 

warming. 

 
Layers in the forest and the garden 

help to sequester carbon. 
 

Fertilizers & Mulch 

There is debate as to whether  

synthetic fertilizers are harmful 

to the micro-organisms that 

inhabit the soil.  If you apply too 

much fertilizer the buildup of 

salts can be toxic to the 

microbes.  Organic fertilizers 



are an option.  Many gardeners 

do not use fertilizers. 
 

However, plants in pots do not 

have access to the beneficial 

organisms in the garden.  Since 

bagged potting soil is not ‘alive’, 

our potted plants and shrubs can 

benefit from an application of 

organic fertilizer as our 

Propagation Group has done for 

our baby rhododendrons.   

 
Autumn leaves are left right where 

they fall and provide a natural mulch 

for this tree and its companions. 
 

We can look to Mother Nature 

for a natural way to fertilize.    

Leaves fall and compost around 

plants.   So raking leaves off the 

grass to create leaf mold in the 

fall for use in spring is a natural 

way to feed the soil and thus 

your plants.   

Or just rake the leaves right 

into the planting beds to protect 

soil and plants during the winter. 

Rhododendron gardeners are 

inveterate mulchers, so it is 

comforting to know that this has 

been of great benefit to our 

plants, the soil and its 

inhabitants.  Nature abhors bare 

soil and quickly covers it with 

native plants of her own 

choosing.  And we can do the 

same.  Natural mulch, compost 

and leaves are excellent 

mulches.  And don’t forget about 

living mulches.  Many attractive 

small plants – native and 

otherwise - love to grow in 

companionship with larger 

shrubs and trees.  

 
Cardamine trifolia is a living mulch 

at the RSBG.

Page 11 

 



Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden 

 

Rhododendron ‘Razorbill’ 

Rhododendron ‘Razorbill’ is a gem. 

In bloom it is quite the loveliest low-growing, semi-dwarf 

rhododendron I have ever seen.  An elegant form – wider than 

it is high – and a prolific and reliable bloomer, every year 

without fail clusters of tubular-shaped flowers in a variety of 

pinks make this a very desirable addition to any garden. 

When not in bloom, ‘Razorbill’ sports attractive dark green 

leaves.  A hybrid of R. spinuliferum (but better), ‘Razorbill’ is 

a member of the Cox family Bird series from Glendoick, 

Scotland and holds the Award of Garden Merit from the Royal 

Horticultural Society – always a good recommendation!!   Page 12 



 

 

 

  

 

 
Words and Photos: L. Derkach 

A chance trip to the annual plant sale of 

the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine 

Garden Society in Victoria many years 

ago first introduced me to ‘Razorbill’.  

She was growing in an alpine dish 

festooned with a Blue Ribbon having just 

won her competition category.   

Always on the look out, I came across a 

baby in a plant sale of the Victoria 

Rhododendron Society having been 

propagated by Ken Webb and pals. 

R. ‘Razorbill’ is still in a pot at my house largely 

because she seems to be very happy and 

because I want her front and centre for the 3 

or 4 weeks that she thrills every year  

from April to May.   

My Advice:  If you ever see  

R. ‘Razorbill’ – buy it!!   

You will not be disappointed and if you don’t 

want it –  

I know someone who does! 
Words & Photos:  L Derkach 

 



Please, please – Don’t eat the daisies 

Rhododendrons 
 Margot Moser                                                                      

Two interesting articles 
have come my way lately: 
the first warning about the 
dangers of eating 
rhododendron leaves or 
flowers and the second, 
extolling the merits of a 
particular rhododendron 
extract.  Poisonous or 
beneficial – which is it? 
 

The first article focusses on the fact that many rhododendron species contain a toxic 
chemical called “grayanotoxin” in their leaves and flowers which is transmitted to the 
honey of bees that collect the nectar.  If bees collect exclusively from rhododendron 
blossoms, the resulting honey will cause poisoning.  This has come to be known as ‘mad 
honey disease’.  Whether ingested via honey, flowers or leaves, grayanotoxin 
intoxication is very rare and rarely fatal to humans or other creatures who make this 
poor nutritional choice.  Interestingly, bees themselves are neither hurt nor helped in 
the process of making mad honey.  
 
Symptoms, which generally subside in 24 hours, include dizziness, weakness, excessive 

perspiration, nausea and vomiting shortly after the toxin is ingested.  Unpleasant as 

those may be, there are apparently some who enjoy feelings of euphoria and even 

hallucinations.  As is often the case, it is the dose that makes the poison.   

Accounts of grayanotoxic poisoning date back as far as 400 BC in Turkey in areas where 

bees sometimes feasted exclusively on rhododendron nectar.  It even played a role in 

early chemical warfare – once when warriors on their way home to Greece unknowingly 

stole mad honey from hives and, a few hundred years later, when mad honey was 

deliberately left for soldiers to discover, devour and thereby be defeated. 

Here in British Columbia too, several of our native rhododendron species are known to 

be toxic – Rhododendron occidentale, Rhododendron macrophyllum and Rhododendron 

albiflorum but, luckily, they don’t grow in such profusion as to create health problems.  

                                                                                                                                  Page 14                                                                                                                                                              

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Taxonomy/Browser/wwwtax.cgi?id=73103
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Taxonomy/Browser/wwwtax.cgi?id=49161
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Taxonomy/Browser/wwwtax.cgi?id=49161


 

Another article on rhododendrons 

promotes the benefits of a food 

supplement derived from 

Rhododendron caucasicum* which 

is native to the Caucasus.  (It is a 

parent of R. ‘Christmas Cheer’.)  

The claim is that a person living in 

that area is 36 times more likely to 

live to be 100 years old.  

“Researchers” attribute this to their 

environment and a unique source 

of nutrients in their daily regime – a 

powerful super-antioxidant extracted from R. caucasicum which is said to be the only 

species not toxic to humans.  If you’re interested, capsules containing R. caucasicum 

extract are available at many health food stores across Canada. 

So, there you go – a bit of fascinating, albeit useless, rhododendron trivia. 

 

See: http://www.rhodyman.net/rhodytox.html  Copy the address into the search bar 

and then type ‘grayanotoxin’. 

Photographs: 

Deer and rhododendrons 

http://shadetreesnursery.com/ 

Rhododendron Flower 

By SKas - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=50236171 
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http://shadetreesnursery.com/
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                                                                                                                   the Garden in 
MARS Executive Committee 

2021 – 2022 
President – Dawn House 

dl.house@telus.net 

Vice-President – David Landry 

david.landry@shaw.ca 

Secretary – Karen Bennett 

karenbennett51@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Ray Walker 

jrjiffy@shaw.ca 

Past President – Glen Jamieson 

glenjo2@yahoo.ca 

Directors: 

Tony Ansdell 

ansdella@shaw.ca 

Marilyn Dawson 

dawsom@shaw.ca 

Linda Derkach 

lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Guy Loyer 

guyloyer@gmail.com 

Kathy Loyer 

kathyloyer@telus.net 

Rose Prufer 

ramapo@telus.net 

 
 

Committees and Activities 

Facebook – Rose Prufer 

Garden Tour – Linda, Marilyn, Karen 

Membership – Tony Ansdell 

Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach 

Programs – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Katherine Wasiak 

Species Garden – Tony Ansdell 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

 

Member Care 

Meeting Goodies –  

                  Noelle Melnychuk 

Greeter – Susan Blacklin & 

                  Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator –  

                  Tony Ansdell                                       

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 

 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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