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Milner Gardens &
Woodland
Open Thursday to
Sunday
March 31 to April 24
11 to 4:30 pm

R. ‘Androcles’ in Milner
Cyclamen coum is always a delight
in the winter garden…..

All About MARS ………………….………….…..
Page 23
Photos: Linda Derkach unless otherwise noted.

Rhododendron megeratum is a star
in the April garden. A great foliage
plant, this very attractive species
sports glossy, dark green small
leaves on a diminutive plant.
Beautiful even when not in bloom.

But this lovely display has even
more appeal for Skip Cockburn who
grew this specimen from a Jean
Greig seed many years ago. Always
reliable, C. coum blooms through
snow and ice from December to
March….and longer.
Thanks Jean –
and Happy 100th from Skip!!
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The Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
presents the

Mother’s Day Weekend

GARDEN TOUR

Rhododendron ‘Qualicum’s Pride’

May 7

&

8, 2022

11 Beautiful and Creative Gardens to Enjoy
in Qualicum Beach and Parksville
Plus: Artists, Master Gardeners & Floral Art Creations

Tickets $15 on Sale April 15 at:
Qualicum
Beach:

*Mulberry Bush Book Store
*Arrowsmith Greenhouses
*Milner Gardens and Woodland
*Ken-Dor Garden Centre
Parksville:
*Buckerfield’s
*Cultivate Garden & Gift
* Fireside Books, Parksville
Port Alberni
*Colyn’s Nursery and Garden Centre
For more information, check out www.marsrhodos.ca

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society
presents

Lionel de Rothschild
on

Exbury Garden:
Past and Present
Thursday, April 21
7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
It is just over 100 years since Lionel de Rothschild started work on one
of the best-known woodland gardens in the world, one devoted above
all to his favourite plant, the rhododendron. In just twenty years he
created one of the largest gardens of its kind, as well as funding a
number of the plant hunters of the day and creating many beautiful
hybrids.
His work was continued by his sons and is now looked after by the two
generations after that. His grandson Lionel will talk about the history
and about the plants in this iconic garden.
Lionel de Rothschild is the grandson and namesake of the creator of
Exbury Gardens. He has written and lectured on Exbury Garden,
rhododendrons, and other Rothschild gardens. He is also a trustee of
The Rothschild Archive in London and sits on the Garden Council of
Borde Hill Gardens in West Sussex.

Everyone Welcome! Admission Free!
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Denman Island Home & Garden Tour
June 11 & 12, 2022
Info and Earlybird Tickets $20 – On sale starting March 15:
Google: Denman Island Home and Garden Tour
Don't miss this incredible Tour, long considered one of BC's top horticultural
events. This year features the renowned home and garden of award-winning
broadcaster and writer Des Kennedy, as well as a dozen other glorious rural
properties.
The Globe and Mail has called Denman Island "a 5-by-10 kilometer swath of
horticultural gems." After a four-year hiatus, ‘Denmanites’ are ready to throw
open their garden gates, inviting the public for a rare up-close look at the
creativity, skill and passion they pour into their properties.
The Gardens
The gardens are accomplished, imaginative, and full of variety — lush blooms;
tranquil ponds; artisanal stonework; hand-crafted arbours; permaculture
practices; and stunning ocean views.
The Houses
The houses offer exquisite craftsmanship, innovative design, inspired use of local
materials, and unique island touches.
This weekend event provides an unforgettable experience for lovers of gardens,
homes and rural living. Many people return year after year from all over Canada
and around the world and are never disappointed.
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Nanaimo Rhododendron Society
Annual Plant Sale and Flower Show
Beban Park Centennial Building
Saturday, April 30th - 10 am to 2pm

The plant sale hosts vendors and growers from all over Vancouver Island,
specializing in rhododendrons, unique and interesting perennials, alpine
and woodland plants, bulbs and seeds….
Members enter rhododendron trusses to the flower show – illustrating
the great variety of rhodo blooms and foliage, hybrids and species.
Judges will choose the best in each category.
Join us – admission is free

A great place to get a beautiful plant for your
garden, for a friend, for Mother’s Day….
For details of the event, see:
http://nanaimorhodos.ca/truss-show/
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2022 Spring and Summer Events and Activities
Date & Time
Wednesday,
April 13 7:30 pm
Thursday,
April 21
7:30 pm
Saturday, April 23
10 to 2 pm
Tuesday, April 26
1:00 pm
Thursday, April 28
Saturday, April 30
10 – 2 pm

Event
MARS April General Meeting
Speaker: Glen Jamieson on
Pacific Northwest Garden Species
MARS Presents
Lionel de Rothschild on
Exbury Garden, England
MARS Rhododendron Garden and
Plant Sale
Milner Gardens – Species Garden
Open for Vancouver Island
Rhododendron Chapters
MARS Car Tour to North Island for
members only
Nanaimo RS Plant Sale & Show

Saturday, April 30
Sunday, May 1
11 – 4 pm
May 4 to 8

Milner Gardens Plant Sale

Saturday, May 7
Sunday, May 8
10 – 4 pm
Wednesday,
May 11 7:30 pm
Saturday, June 11
Sunday, June 12

MARS Mother’s Day Garden Tour

ARS 2022 Spring Convention

MARS May General Meeting
Speaker: Linda Derkach
Denman Island Home and Garden
Tour

Location
QB Civic Centre

QB Civic Centre

QB Curling Club
Milner Gardens

North Island
Beban Park
Centennial Building,
Nanaimo
Milner Gardens

Portland, Oregon &
Vancouver,
Washington
Qualicum Beach
Parksville
QB Civic Centre
Denman Island
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Please Remember the Pollinators….
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Remembering Lorne Hepting
Lorne Edward Hepting
August 29, 1945 - March 5, 2022
Lorne was a long-standing member of the
Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society.
He had a knack for gardening that most
people would envy. He would find the most
unhealthy little plants and nurse them back to
health in his little plant hospital by the shed,
and many of these poor patients were
rhododendrons.
Lorne and his wife Cindy moved to their
beautiful property 35 years ago. The yard
was a clean slate.

A beauty in Lorne’s garden
in 2013.
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He had discovered rhododendrons in the 70’s
while working as a gardener for Dr. Tanten in
Qualicum Beach. Finally so many years later
he had his own space to start planting and
nurturing his own garden. One small sandbox
come garden plot slowly grew to become a
magical secret oasis. Their driveway lined
with giant trees - everything was so well cared
for that the house kept looking smaller as the
plants grew.
Lorne loved to prepare and choose which
rhododendrons would be the ones to go with
him to the annual truss show. Spending time
there brought him so much happiness with all
of these people that wanted to talk plants! He
came home every year with an arm load of
ribbons.
(cont’d)

We have tried to count his rhododendrons. We are guessing upwards of
160, and not only they make his garden so spectacular, there are grasses,
shrubs, ferns and roses to name just a few - every plant placed with
intention and a whimsical eye.
Lorne loved to share his garden and worked so hard on it every year, even
more so on the years that he was on the garden tour. He shared his
passion with Cindy and his three children. They are working hard to keep
his garden beautiful and hope that his friends from MARS will pop in
sometime to feel the magic that still runs freely through the paths of his
secret garden.
From Lorne’s family

From Marilyn Dawson
Lorne and his wife Cindy joined MARS in the early 1990s and took part in a lot of
chapter activities, including countless hours helping with the rhododendron show.
The Hepting garden was on many garden tours whenever we ventured beyond
the Little Qualicum River. His Rhododendron ‘Fred Robbins’ was a legendary
winner at the Rhododendron Show year after year. The couple always turned up
at potlucks and the first question was always “What pie did Cindy bring?” That
always brought a smile from the usually taciturn Lorne.
Her rhubarb pie was exceptional. If you could get a piece.

In Lorne and Cindy’s Garden May 2013

From Tony Ansdell

Lorna and
Cindy’s
beautiful
garden was on
the MARS
Garden Tour in
2013. Here are
some of the
lovely
rhododendrons
on display in
their garden.

While Lorne has been “retired”
from participation in MARS
activities for a few years now, he
was a great influencer in the early
years. He participated in “Ask the
Expert” panels at MARS meetings
and often presented a different
perspective on the subject of
rhododendrons and how he raised
them. And meetings held at Lorne
and Cindy’s place were culminated
with one of Cindy’s pies – always a
scrumptious treat.

From Linda Derkach
I first met Lorne many years ago when I became involved with the MARS Mother’s
Day Garden Tour. Besides having his garden on the tour, Lorne had agreed to be
a sitter in a garden. My visit to his place in Dashwood to deliver the Sitter
instructions and ticket turned into a memorable tour through his garden – and
seeing for the first time some wonderful hybrids such as R. ‘Noble Mountain’ and
R. ‘Medusa’ just covered with masses of blooms. In fact, I was so enamoured of
‘Medusa’ with its striking orange, lax trusses that I acquired one and put it in an
oak half barrel as Lorne had done. And now – probably 10 or 12 years later, my
‘Medusa’ is still doing well. Thanks, Lorne, for broadening my horizons!

Lorne grew beautiful
rhododendrons and was a
regular participant in the
MARS Truss Show and Sale.
Here he is deep in
conversation with another
long-time member, Terry
Richmond – no doubt
talking about their
favourite subject!

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend Garden Tour 2013
in Lorne and Cindy’s Garden
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MARS Rhododendron, Garden and Plant Sale
Saturday, April 23 from 10 am to 2 pm
The Qualicum Beach Curling Rink is
the new site for our Rhododendron,
Garden and Plant Sale this year.
There are nine confirmed vendors
including MARS.

How You Can Help
We will need volunteer helpers for
Friday and Saturday.
• Set-up Friday afternoon – April 22
- and take-down Saturday
afternoon – April 23.
• Helping vendors bring in their
plants, seeds and crafts as there is
no access into the facility by
vehicle
• Helping guests take their
purchases to their vehicles if
needed
• Assistance at the MARS sale table,
raffle and garden tour ticket sales
• Picking up and returning grocery
carts.

MARS Show and Sale 2017

Rhododendron Trusses
Members may bring their trusses in
for exhibition on Friday afternoon
after 4:00 and Saturday morning
between 8:00 - 9:00am. Please try to
provide the proper name of your
trusses.

Donations for the Raffle
We are also looking for donations of
plants and prizes for our raffle
throughout the event.

Something New!
Rhododendron Truss Exhibition!
Instead of our truss competition, we
are inviting members to bring their
trusses to the event for exhibition
only, not to be judged! Here’s a
wonderful opportunity to participate
in the show even if your blooms are
not quite perfect!
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Greig Rhododendron Species Garden:
A Special Event
Rhododendron season is back and heating
up. Milner Gardens and Woodlands is
inviting members of all District One
chapters to a celebration of the Greig
Species Garden:
Tuesday, April 26th
1 to 3 pm.
Milner will be open only to ARS members
at that time (free admission). It’s a lowkey affair with refreshments and few brief speeches, giving everyone a
chance to wander the paths while recognizing and appreciating how it
has progressed.
The Greig garden opened four years
ago; since then, many more
rhododendrons and trees have been
planted and bulbs and drifts of
companion plants added, totally
transforming the area. In all, there
are more than 220 species rhodos
here with a few more to come.
Hope to see you there!
Photos: John Deniseger
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Paradise Meadows
A Vancouver Island Treasure

Paradise Meadows in July
Whether you love to hike or enjoy exploring our native flora and fauna set amidst
breathtaking beauty, Paradise Meadows in Strathcona Provincial Park is a nature
lover’s Eden. Trail hikes range from easy at 3 to 4 km. to difficult at 20 km. or
more. Located on Mt. Washington, Paradise Meadows offers a wonderful day
out. Even in July it’s still cold in the high mountain meadow. Warm winter wear
is recommended even for a day trip.
For those seeking to discover native plants in their natural habitat, Paradise
Meadows will not disappoint. Here is a small taste of the botanical jewels waiting
to be admired in the meadows. First off, nestled at the edge of the woods is
Rhododendron albiflorum, one of two species rhododendrons native to Vancouver
Island.
Words and Photos: L. Derkach
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Rhododendron albiflorum
Notoriously difficult to cultivate, we
won’t likely ever see R. albiflorum in a
garden any time soon. But this lovely
deciduous single species in the Subgenus
Candidastrum is a glorious sight thriving
in thickets at the edge of the woods in
Paradise Meadows. Masses of bellshaped flowers bloom profusely at leaf
axils in July on Mt. Washington among
many other ericaceous plants and
wildflowers of the mountains. Hardy to
-32 C (-25 F)
R. albiflorum would be most unhappy in
our long, hot and dry summers on
Vancouver Island’s East Coast. But
please visit in the mountains in July.

Menziesii ferugiana is
an upright twiggy
shrub bearing bellshaped flowers of
yellow tinged with
red. Rust-coloured
hairy stems bear
bright green leaves
that turn red in
autumn. Native from
Alaska to northern
California.

Menziesii ferugiana (False Azalea)
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Cornus canadensis is an enigma. When
in the right situation it multiplies
prodigiously. But even with great effort
on the part of the conscientious
gardener, it will mysteriously disappear.
In the garden, C. canadensis requires
moist acidic soil, shade and cool
summers. In the cool of a mountain
home it grows in stumps and on the
ground, spreading by rhizomes to
welcoming spaces. The white “flowers”
are actually bracts (just like C. nuttallii,
our Pacific dogwood) that surround the
small, greenish flowers in the centre. In
autumn, spherical, fleshy bright red fruit
is produced. Hardy to Zone 2 and native
in N. Asia, North America and Greenland.

Red berries of Cornus
canadensis in October

Cassiope mertensiana (White
Mountain Heather)
Lance-shaped, dark green leaves
set off exquisite, creamy white bellshaped flowers with pinky-red
calyces. This ericaceous evergreen
dwarf shrub is native from
California to Alaska and is hardy to
Zone 6.

Vaccinium caespitosum (Dwarf
Blueberry) has urn-shaped flowers
and distinctly toothed leaves on a
densely-branched, deciduous
shrub. Found in forests, bogs,
meadows and tundra in alpine
zones. The flowers are followed
by edible, blue-black fruit. Hardy
to Zone 2.
Warmer gardens on Vancouver
Island grow the native V. ovatum
(Evergreen Huckleberry), a very
attractive, more upright, slowgrowing shrub with glossy green
leaves, white urn-shaped flowers
and black fruit. Great for the
coastal garden. Hardy to Zone 7.
Right: The new bronze growth of
Vaccinium ovatum (Evergreen
Huckleberry)

Phyllodoce empetriformis
(Pink Mountain Heather)

Phyllodoce empetriformis is
an evergreen shrub of alpine
and arctic habitats. The pinkpurple bell-shaped flowers
are mindful of heather – thus
the common name.
Phyllodoce is happy in dry to
moist, acidic, open forest,
meadows and tundra. Can be
seen throughout western
North America and Vancouver
Island but not Haida Gwaii.
Hardy to Zone 3.
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Veratrum viride
(Green False Hellebore)
(Green Corn-lily)

If you grow Veratrum in
your garden as I do, it is
likely V. nigrum (Black
Hellebore). But once you
have seen V. viride at
Paradise Meadows, you will
wonder why we do not
grow this North American
native. While the flowers
are not so striking as V.
album or V. nigrum (both
non-native), it is stunning
with its perfectly pleated,
veined, green leaves. All
parts are poisonous. Happy
in a moist shady site. Hardy
to Zone 3b.

Veratrum viride nestled between fallen logs
at the edge of the forest.
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Kalmia microphylla ssp. occidentalis
(Alpine Bog Laurel) is happy in wet
meadows and bogs, on the banks of
lakes and streams at lower alpine
zones.
The lovely rosy-pink flowers are
produced in late spring and early
summer.
This low, spreading evergreen shrub
is found from Alaska to California and
is hardy to Zone 4.
Many hybrids of Kalmia latifolia
(Mountain Laurel) are available for
the home garden, though are
sometimes found to be difficult to
grow successfully.

Kalmia microphylla ssp. occidentalis
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Some Wildflowers Thriving in the Moist Meadow at Paradise

Trollius albiflorus
Luetkea pectinata
(Partridge Foot, Mountain Spirea)

Erigeron peregrinus
(Wandering Daisy)
Viola orbiculata
(Round-leafed Violet, Darkwoods Violet)
Dodecatheon jeffreyi
(Shootingstar)

Lupinus articus
(Arctic Lupine)
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Whiskey Jack – a source of
endless lunchtime
entertainment at Paradise
Meadows!
The boardwalk at Paradise enables easy exploring for everyone,
and protects the native plants.

Whiskey Jack – named Canada’s National Bird by
Canadian Geographic is familiar to skiers and hikers.

Several friendly
Whiskey Jacks
were our
lunch time
companions.
Brave, trusting
and not at all
fussy, they
delighted us by
eating out of
our hands, and
put on quite a
show with their
superior
aviation skills.

Bibliography: Alpine Plants of British Columbia, Alberta & Northwest North America,
Pojar, Jim & MacKinnon, Andy, 2013
Rhododendrons & Azaleas, Kenneth Cox, 2005
Greer’s Guidebook to Available Rhododendrons, Greer, Harold E, 1996
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Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden
Rhododendron serpyllifolium

Tough, versatile, reliable, floriferous – all attributes of this lovely semi-dwarf
compact rhododendron. R. serpyllifolium is happy in a pot, large alpine
container or alpine rock garden, and very useful at the front of a border. The
specimen above has been in a large container for several years along with several
other plants with similar cultural requirements. This lovely deep pinky/purple
cultivar never fails to bloom in May – up to now. The deep freeze experienced in
January and February 2022 will be a good test as serpyllifolium remained huddled
beneath a blanket of snow for protection.
Page 25
Sources:
Rhododendrons & Azaleas: A Colour Guide, Kenneth Cox, 2012
The Encyclopedia of Rhododendron Species, Peter Cox, Kenneth N.E. Cox, 1997
Greer’s Guidebook to Available Rhododendrons, Harold Greer, 1996

It's March now, and the same specimen is bursting forth with lots of healthy
green leaves. The brown in the photo is the remaining spent blossoms from last
year. There is no cold damage to the plant itself - so far.

Meanwhile, a smaller specimen
of R. serpyllifolium is surging
ahead. When the temperature
plunged to extreme lows, I
brought many of my small pots
into an unheated garage for
several weeks. Plants in small
pots are much more vulnerable
to cold damage than plants in the
garden. A light in the garage
during the day mimicked outside
conditions. But in all likelihood I
didn’t need to do this as this tiny
but tough azalea is hardy to -23C.
Rhododendron serpyllifolium is a great addition to the small garden – tiny leaves,
masses of funnel-shaped flowers, small stature – 30 - 40 inches - recovers well
from pruning to stay bushy and compact. I love the deep pink/purple but the
white form, var. albiflorum is extremely showy and a great specimen for bonsai.
R. serpyllifolium prefers hot summers to ripen its new growth – thus it may have
just come to the right place here on the east coast of Vancouver Island!!
Words and Photos: L Derkach
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The Greig Species
Rhododendron Garden:
A History
Marilyn Dawson

Wondering why the Greig Species
Garden at Milner Gardens and
Woodland gets so much attention
from MARS? The answer is quite
simple: MARS and all seven chapters
of District One are in partnership with
Vancouver Island University (VIU),
and Milner to create a species garden
compatible with the island climate.
All chapters have contributed funds
and expertise.
Members from Courtenay, Nanaimo,
Cowichan and Victoria as well as
MARS have provided hours of
volunteer work, as well, first in the
planning stage, later in the hard work
of clearing the 5/8 of an acre and
helping prep the area.

A Species Advisory Committee was
struck with the task of choosing
suitable material, species hardy to
the area, and representing six

geographical areas, species that are
endangered and also those related to
the Milner heritage rhododendrons,
many of which were provided by
Mary Greig, who propagated
rhododendrons at Royston.
The garden is named for Ted and
Mary Greig.

The idea of a species garden had
been around for some years, but it
wasn’t until 2012 that it was
discussed as a possibility by Milner
and MARS members. When the
subject came up at the ARS District
meeting, Ken Webb, the director at
the time suggested the project as a
district venture. The partnership with
VIU and Milner was born. That began
a long series of meetings over the
next few years, before the garden
was designed, irrigation installed and
the first plants set in the ground, all
under the leadership of Milner
Executive Director Geoff Ball.
Former Marsians and now NRS
members, Art and Susan Lightburn
donated several mature
rhododendrons and azaleas, their

provenance intact, to give the garden
some immediate structure.
The Rhododendron Species
Foundation (RSF) in Federal Way,
Washington assisted in sourcing
plants and in fact, provided most of
the plants either purchased, or
donated by ARS members.
Eventually the garden will hold about
250 species. At present there are
about 220 with a raft of companion
plants ranging from spring bulbs
through summer blooming
companion plants and several trees,
the latter added to provide much
needed shade.
The garden opened officially in 2018
but casual observers could be
forgiven for paying little attention.
We were proud of our contribution,
but most of the plants were still small
and unimpressive. Four years later,
the garden is an attention-getter, its
first plants starting to bloom in early
March. In those four years work
parties have met from time to time to
carry out much needed tasks—
mulching, raking and weeding, even
fence painting - tasks that contribute
to members feeling closer to the
garden. Even though we don’t own it,
we think we do.
There is still much to be done; during
much of the pandemic the area was
closed to all but Milner’s skeleton

staff. A few more plants will be added
when they are available and an
interpretive program developed,
both as an education and information
tool.
Work parties are about to start again.
All island chapters contribute from
time to time but those members who
appear most often are from MARS
and Nanaimo RS because of their
proximity to the site. Anyone who
wants to add their name to a work
party can email Marilyn Dawson at
dawsom@shaw.ca Work varies,
sometimes only a few people are
needed; sometimes a particular skill
helps.
It helps for a first-time visitor to know
the layout which represents six areas
of the world where temperate
rhododendrons grow as well as space
for endangered species and Milner
Roots, species that create the
heritage hybrids elsewhere in Milner.
The long bed that runs along the path
as you enter the garden is Yunnan; to
the immediate left, is Northeast Asia,
then Himalayas; at the bottom is
Sichuan. On the extreme left by the
fence are species that grow in Europe
and North America. While most of
the species are named, eventually the
interpretive program will identify all
the companion plants as well.
Photos: Chapter Members
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Remembering
Shirley Meekison

Apso, Yorkshire Terrier, Sheltie and
family cats.
Wanting to live a little closer to
civilization, Shirley and Dougal moved
to their home in Qualicum Beach
where she transformed a scalped
property into a magnificent sanctuary
filled with rhododendrons, azaleas,
silk tree, magnolias, dogwoods, roses
and many more unique trees and
shrubs.

Earlier times on the West Coast

Shirley Meekison – passionate
gardener and animal lover – passed
away in January. She lived an
interesting and adventurous life.
After having lived in Manitoba,
England, Toronto and Vancouver,
Shirley and husband Dougal moved to
the rugged west coast of Vancouver
Island – down five miles of dirt road
to their log home, off-grid. Bears,
wolves, cougars roamed nearby;
kayaking and whale watching were
adventures. While there, Shirley
adopted and cared for many
abandoned cats, along with her Lhasa

Shirley will be remembered for her
exceptional garden, her love of
animals and her quick wit and
marvellous sense of humour.

A white tree peony in
Shirley’s Garden
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From Linda Derkach…
Shirley was the absolute gardener –
she loved to be working hard out
among her precious plants, and
always happy to share her garden
with others. Twice on the MARS
Mother’s Day Garden Tour, Shirley
and Dougal’s garden on Canyon
Crescent was a plantsman’s paradise,
so beautifully designed and
maintained. Shirley had a wide range
of interests – but her beloved pets
clearly had a special place in her
heart.

Brave, witty, always cheerful – Shirley
was a joy to spend time with –
touring her garden, talking about her
garden and welcoming friends and

visitors to her labour of love. One of
her joys was her dove tree – Davidia
‘Sonoma’ which bloomed every year
for her. She delighted in sharing this
achievement with other passionate
gardeners. I shall miss my gardener
friend very much.

Omphalodes ‘Starry Eyes’ and friend

From Marilyn Dawson…
While still living on the West Coast
and starting to develop a new garden
in Qualicum Beach, Shirley and
Dougal joined MARS. They were an
energetic part of the volunteer corps,
helping out wherever they could,
particularly at plant sales and garden
tours. Shirley was outgoing and
cheerful, happy to share her “white
garden” or stories about her pets.

Pink, white and mauve azaleas in
Shirley’s garden

Rhododendron ‘Pirouette’
Davidia ‘Sonoma’ – a curbside
delight in Shirley’s garden
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Mt. Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society
General Meeting Minutes
Held at the Qualicum Beach Civic
Centre on March 9, 2022 at 7:30 pm
The approximately 40 members in
attendance were all asked to be fully
vaccinated and masked. Dawn House
called the meeting to order and
stated that we are on the lands of the
Coast Salish people. Dawn
introduced Noelle Melnychuk who is
taking on the task of providing
goodies for our general meetings.
1. Milner Gardens Membership
Geoff Ball, of Milner Gardens, has
reminded us that membership in
Milner Gardens is discounted for
MARS members. Take your MARS
card to the Welcome Centre at
Milner to receive the discounted
price. Milner is currently open on
Friday and Saturday.
2. Financial Report
Ray Walker reported there is
$13,384.71 in our checking account,
and $13,773.62 in our conference
account.
3. Plant Sale
Kathy and Guy Loyer gave an update
on the April 23, 2022 plant sale to be
held at the Qualicum Beach Curling
Rink this year, beside the QB
Farmer’s Market location. Parking
will be at a premium. We need help

with many tasks for the sale, and
there were sign-up sheets available at
the meeting for that purpose. If you
missed out on that at the meeting, or
weren’t there and would like to
volunteer, please contact Kathy or
Guy Loyer. Help is needed on Friday,
April 22nd from 2-3:30 pm, and on
Saturday, April 23rd starting at 8 am.
Rose Prufer asked that members pot
up plants for the sale, and that they
be clean, tidy and labelled. Please
deliver your plants from 4-6 pm on
Friday, and from 8-9 am on Saturday.
And she reminded us that 100% of
the proceeds from this sale go to
MARS. There will be a raffle, and
members are asked to donate items
for that.
4. Membership
Guy Loyer reported that there are
currently 80 memberships, plus 10
associate, 1 corporate, and 0 student
members. Glen Jamieson stated that
there are 348 members on
Vancouver Island.
5. T-shirts
David Landry shared a proposal for
purchasing crew neck t-shirts with
the MARS logo embroidered on
them, for a cost of $15-20. They are
Gildan 100% cotton, and there would
be a choice of 3 colors. There were
requests from the audience for polo
style shirts, and members were asked
to sign-up for those, and the cost

would be approximately $30/shirt.
Color choices are maroon, hunter
green and white.

their spouse/partners only. Please
carpool if possible. Linda will send
the itinerary and schedule to us
shortly.

6. MARS Mother’s Day Garden Tour
Linda Derkach updated us on the
garden tour. There are 10 gardens
this year. Nicola Lupton is arranging
for garden sitters, and you are asked
to volunteer for those positions.
There are morning and afternoon
shifts, for 3 hours each, and you
receive a free ticket to the garden
tour. There will be artists, Master
Gardeners, and floral art in some of
the gardens.

8. Presentation – Member Photos
Glen Jamieson shared a power point
presentation of many lovely member
photos.
9. Door Prize and Raffle
Kathy Loyer won the Vaccinium
delavayi door prize. Raffle winners
were: Allan Melnychuk, Laurene
Ebbett, Rhonda Pederson, Guy Loyer,
Roelef Elzinga and Mazie Walsh. The
plants were R. ‘Snow Lady’,
Platycladus orientalis (conifer), Carex
‘Evergold’, R. boddaertianum, R.
‘Anah Kruschke’, and R. fortunei ssp.
fortunei.

7. Car Tour of NI Gardens
Linda Derkach informed us of a group
car tour, convoy style, she has
arranged, scheduled for Thursday,
April 28, 2022. There are 4 gardens
and 2 nurseries on the itinerary, they
are all in the Comox and Courtenay
area. This tour is for members and

10.Show and Tell
Kathy Loyer shared some flowering
treasurers from her garden.

Registration & details at
www.ars2022.org

PPa

Click HERE for the revised
convention video.

The Stewart Garden (formerly Dover Nursery)

Come one Come all!

It’s time to get on
board for the long-awaited 75th (plus 2) ARS
Anniversary Convention. There’s still room on
the tours, in the hotel, in the special meetings
and banquets.
If you’re in the area, please register and attend
one or more of the events. All on Saturday,
daytime, are free with registration—the morning
clinics and afternoon sessions with three
excellent speakers: Juliana Medeiros, Steve
Krebs, Valerie Soza. Check out the schedule.
The Plant & Book Sale will have some
wonderful plants and you’ll find an amazing
collection of books (three lists are included on
the website).

That Thursday tour includes a visit with catered
lunch at the Stewart Garden, formerly
Dover Nursery, where Mike and Maria have been
installing new beds, boulders, and beautiful
trees and plants over several years for the
occasion—not to be missed.

Sebright Gardens, Woodburn Nursery: also
new to northwest conventions. And the pretour and post-tour are both packed with
destinations sure to thrill plant lovers.

Dan Hinkley is now scheduled to do talks on
Thursday and Saturday. You’re probably aware
what a treasure he is to the northwest plant
world. Thursday evening he’ll be talking about
the development of his own garden, and his
book recently published, Windcliff. As one of
the intrepid plant explorers, he’ll be sharing his
22 years of botanizing in Vietnam at the Saturday
lunch—a nice balance to Steve Hootman’s treks
seeking species rhodies there.

We’re getting down to the wire!
And just in case you think you’ve “been there,
done that” – the chance to tour Iseli Nursery

(Thursday)

is a rare one. This is one of the
most outstanding conifer displays and
collections in the world (above).

Join your rhody friends! We are under-booked
(about half of the number registered in 2020), so
we would really appreciate your support.
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VIU’s Milner Gardens & Woodland

Annual Spring Plant Sale
April 30—May 1
11am - 4pm
Admission Adults $6, Youth $4, free entry for children 12 and under
accompanied by an adult, current VIU students with card and
Milner Gardens members.
Gardens open 11am - 5pm, last entry 4:30pm

2179 West Island Highway,
Qualicum Beach 250-752-6153
milnergardens.viu.ca Facebook
@VIUMilnerGardens
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MARS Executive Committee
2021 – 2022

the Garden in

President – Dawn House
dl.house@telus.net
Vice-President – David Landry
david.landry@shaw.ca
Secretary – Karen Bennett
karenbennett51@gmail.com
Treasurer – Ray Walker
jrjiffy@shaw.ca
Past President – Glen Jamieson
glenjo2@yahoo.ca
Directors:
Tony Ansdell
ansdella@shaw.ca
Marilyn Dawson
dawsom@shaw.ca
Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Guy Loyer
guyloyer@gmail.com
Kathy Loyer
kathyloyer@telus.net
Rose Prufer
ramapo@telus.net

MARS
P.O. Box 342
Qualicum Beach, BC
V9K 1S8
www.marsrhodos.ca

Committees and Activities
Facebook – Rose Prufer
Garden Tour – Linda, Marilyn, Karen
Membership – Tony Ansdell
Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach
Programs – Glen Jamieson
Propagation – Katherine Wasiak
Species Garden – Tony Ansdell
Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer
Webmaster – Diane Henders

Member Care
Meeting Goodies –
Noelle Melnychuk
Greeter – Susan Blacklin &
Roelof Elzinga
Meeting Coordinator –
Tony Ansdell
Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer
Sunshine – Judy Wood
Welcome – Joanne Hamilton

MARS Website:
www.marsrhodos.ca
Facebook Page:
mars.bc.ca
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