
                  
                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mount Arrows  

 

 

Azaleas on Fire! 
Deciduous azaleas are celebrated 

with an abundance of blooms in amazing 

colours in June. 

 
R. ‘Humboldt Picotee’ was a rather sad-looking 

seedling when it arrived home from the ARS 

Eureka Convention of 2017.  This is the first bloom 

and it is spectacular!! 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

MARS Summer Potluck 

Saturday, June 25, 2022 at 4 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

 
R. ‘Arneson’s Gem’ is a fragrant 

Exbury hybrid blooming in June. 

 

Cover Photo above:   

R. ‘Golden Lights’ – fragrant and 

very cold hardy. 
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Alpine Gardeners  
of Central Vancouver Island 

 present 

Margot Moser 
on  

Beautiful BC Native Ferns  
for Alpine and Rock Gardens 

 

Monday, June 27 at 7pm 
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

$3 at the door includes  
plant draws, coffee, tea, goodies 

 
Doors open 6:30 pm 
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Qualicum Beach Garden Club 

General Meeting  

 

Monday, June 13 – 7:30 pm 

 (Doors open 7 pm) 
 

Expert garden panel featuring 

Donna Balzer, Roger Griffiths, 

Diane Ermacora and  

Wynn Nielsen. 

Bring your questions for a fun and 

informative evening! 

 

(Current COVID protocols in place) 

 

 

 



From Dazzling Rhododendrons to Demure Natives… 
…the return of the MARS Mother’s Day Garden Tour had something 

for everyone!  Here are highlights from the gardens.

 

 

 
                                                                                                             Page 3 

Grown to perfection 

in Kathy and Guy’s 

garden, 

Rhododendron 

‘Kimbeth’ (above) 

loves to be the 

centre of attention 

while the charms of 

R. ‘Cinnamon Bear’ 

include this amazing 

reddish-brown 

indumentum.  



 
 

 
 

Dawn and Jim’s garden is a sanctuary for many fine old rhododendrons, 

some of which are yet unidentified, including the pink beauty above.  

But Rhododendron ‘Medusa’ thrills every year without fail. 
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Kirsten has a few rhododendrons, but is devoted to alpine plants to the 

extent that she has converted almost her entire backyard into one 

raised alpine masterpiece with many fine specimens. 

 
Most alpine enthusiasts hunger for just one small Lewisia tweedii , but 

this healthy patch thrives in the company of a pink hybrid Lewisia and a 

patch of pink-flowered alpine strawberries.   
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On the roadside, 

Kirsten has removed 

the lawn and created 

a drought tolerant 

garden, preserving 

many of the original 

plantings - including 

this unusual Caragana 

arborescens ‘Pendula’  

which welcomed 

visitors with masses of 

pea-like yellow 

blossoms.  



Preserving venerable old trees, shrubs and native plants in an older 

garden was the goal of Brenda and Ross – and it has been beautifully 

accomplished.  The green oasis was enhanced with creations of the  

Mid Island Floral Art Club.   
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    Amanita Mushroom created by 

                   Jennifer Kayall 

This symphony of 

yellow and blue 

among the 

rhododendrons is 

the creation of 

Laurene Ebbett.   
 

 

There is whimsy everywhere in 

this lovingly restored and 

refreshed woodland garden.   



Allison has created privacy on this corner plot with the use of 

rhododendrons and other well-grown evergreens. 
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Polygonatum and an 

ornamental grass (above) - two 

beauties notorious for 

spreading beyond their allotted 

space are beautifully corralled 

in a pot - a great solution for 

over-zealous plants that you 

love. 

Helen-Anne and Earl generously 

open their garden almost every year.   

This elegant bonsai and the weeping 

Japanese maple are just two of 

many intriguing plants in this well-

tended garden.    



 
 

 

Skip and Doug 

have created a 

work of art that 

surrounds their 

home.  Masterfully 

situated above are 

a billowing pale 

pink  rhododendron 

peaking through 

Acer palmatum 

‘Shishio’.  And 

below is the 

breath-taking  

beauty of  

Rhododendron  

‘Viennese Waltz’. 
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Proving that a practical and edible garden can also be beautiful, Diane and 

Bertrand have created raised vegetable beds among the rhododendrons.  Serving 
double duty above is Elaeagnus multiflora (Goumi Berry), a lovely small tree 

producing hundreds of flowers beloved of hummingbirds and later tasty fruit that 
is good for us.  Shade tolerant and hardy to -20 C.  
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Euphorbias are rated very highly in 
Trudy’s garden – above creating a 

colourful vignette with spring tulips. 
Right, very shady spots deserve attention 

too – hostas and ferns combine with wall 

art.  Below, where thriving is difficult 

under a tree, hellebores are happy in 

pots standing on pavers to ensure drain 

holes do not become plugged. 



 
 

Stunning Clematis montana ‘Elizabeth’ grows the length of the house creating a 
‘floral curtain’ for Endel and Eileen.  Their corner lot eschews a lot of grass, 
boasting many drought tolerant plants and pockets of beauty. 
 

 
 

Tulips in combinations of pink, purple and white coordinate well with the 
heathers and other drought tolerant shrubs. 
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Another great garden 

with no grass and 

great curb appeal has 

been created by Susan 

and Roelof.   

The rare and unusual 

combine with reliable 

favourites – beautiful 

mauve aubretia and an 

unusually arborized 

cotoneaster are a 

focus in the roadside 

garden that uses every 

inch of space. 



How Gardening has Changed in the Past 75 years 
This is Part 2 of 3 installments from Margot Moser. 

 

Pest Control 
 

There is no question that the home gardening experience has changed in many 
important ways over the past 75 years.  There have been tremendous 
improvements in equipment, practices, and techniques; for example, the 
invention of electric machines, ergonomic tools made with lighter weight 
materials, a better understanding of how plants grow and appreciation for good 
soil management, as well as a wider selection of vegetables and ornamentals.  As 
a result of these innovations, gardening has become easier, more efficient and 
enjoyable. 
  

Without a doubt, however, the most far-reaching change in home garden 
management has been the introduction of numerous pesticides, defined as 
‘chemical or biological substances designed to kill, repel, or control certain forms 
of plant or animal life that are considered pests.’  A ‘pest’ is any plant, insect, 
animal or disease not wanted in a garden.  
 

To be specific, Herbicides kill weeds and unwanted plants; Insecticides kill or repel 
insects, ticks and mites; Fungicides kill mold, mildew or other fungi; Rodenticides 
kill rats and mice; Disinfectants kill bacteria, mold and mildew; and Wood 
Preservatives protect wood from insects and fungi. 
 

When DDT and other new chemicals became widely available after WWII they 
were enthusiastically embraced by most home gardeners as a sure-fire way to rid 
the garden of undesirable pests.  DDT was created during the war for insect 
control (to curb the spread of diseases), phenoxy herbicides for weed control as 
well as captan and a series of dithiocarbamates for the control of fungal disease 
of plants. 

                    



It’s not like there were no nasty chemicals being used to quell garden pests in the 
first half of the 20th century.  My parents’ 1935 copy of “The Complete Book of 
Garden Magic” recommends potions such as Arsenate of Lead, Barium 
Fluosilicate, and Poisoned Bran Mash but these chemicals did not have the 
lingering side effects of ‘miracle pesticides’ like DDT. 
 

Certainly, some people were skeptical from the start about the wisdom of using 
DDT and other lethal pesticides indiscriminately in gardens and elsewhere but it 
wasn’t until Rachel Carson’s book “Silent Spring” came out in 1962 that public 
opinion began to shift toward a greater appreciation for the environment and the 
interconnectedness of all living things.  DDT was banned in North America roughly 
10 years later although traces of it still persist after all these years. 
 

It is easy now to find those who advocate for the total elimination of synthetic 
pesticides anytime, anywhere, regardless how toxic.  While this is an achievable 
goal in home gardens it is perhaps unrealistic overall where decisions have to be 
made according to the risks and benefits involved.  One example locally is the 
aerial spraying of btk to control invasive lymantra (gypsy) moths. 
 

Finally, we are learning from mistakes made in the past with regard to the misuse 
and over-use of pesticides – not only synthetic, store-bought potions but even 
home-made concoctions which disrupt the predator – prey equilibrium.  In an 
effort to create blemish-free gardens, we actually were setting the scene for our 
own annihilation.    
 

Now we realize that a garden with a few cosmetic flaws is a badge of honour, 
demonstrating that we are letting nature find its own balance – a place where 
chickadees can find caterpillars to feed their babies. 
 

Safe to say that people spend more time now than they 
did 75 years ago thinking about the moral aspects of 
caring for their gardens.  Now, more than ever, we weigh 
the pros and cons of our garden decisions with a view to 
doing what we can do to protect the environment, not 
just what the experience of gardening can do for us. 
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Rhododendron ‘Dame Nellie Melba’ 

 Crystal Springs, Portland 

 during the 2022 ARS Spring Convention 
 

Photo:  Christina Woodward 
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Epsom Salts:   

Is it necessary? 
 
Linda Derkach 
Note:  This article was first published in May 
2019 following a discussion of the scientific 
research shared by Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, 
a speaker at our recent Fall Mini-Conference 
in October 2018. 

 
For many years, rosarians and 
rhododendron enthusiasts have used 
Epsom salts both as a fertilizer and as 
a foliar spray in the belief that this 
will help green up the leaves.  
  
Part of the rationale for using Epsom 
salts here on Vancouver Island is the 
belief that our very wet winters leech 
all the magnesium from our 
predominantly sandy soils and needs 
to be replaced.   
 
Enter Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, 
Horticulturist and Associate 
Professor, Puyallup Research and 
Extension Centre, Washington State 
University, Puyallup, Wash.   
 
As a research scientist and educator,  
Dr. Chalker-Scott is vitally interested 
in science-based research, 
particularly in the area of good 
gardening practice.   
 
And her advice is that Epsom salts 
used to green up the leaves of our 

rhododendrons is of no benefit to 
our plants and may actually do more 
harm than good.  
 

The bottom line regarding the use of 
Epsom salts can be found by googling 
Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott and Epsom 
salts research.   
Her article entitled:   

Miracle, myth…or marketing   
Epsom salts 

contains a very thorough review of 
marketing claims, and current and 
past research on this topic.  
  
To quote Dr. Chalker-Scott: 
“The urge to use common household 
products as garden fertilizers and 
pesticides is compelling for many 
consumers who want simple, cheap 
approaches to landscape 
management.  However, the use of 
any chemical in a landscape should be 
thoughtfully considered:   

 
Is it necessary? 
Can it cause damage? 
 

The science behind the use of Epsom 
salts is only applicable to intensive 
crop production in situations where 
magnesium is known to be deficient 
in the soil or in the plants.  It is 
irresponsible to advise gardeners and 
other plant enthusiasts to apply 
Epsom salts, or any chemical, without 
regard to soil conditions, plant needs 
and environmental health.”  1 



Conclusion:  Many of us have been 
using Epsom salts for many years in 
hopes of helping our plants look 
healthier.  It has been used as a foliar 
spray to reduce mildew.  And there 
have been many times when the 
results were such that we were 
convinced of its efficacy.   But with 
this new research, it is probably best 
to move the jug of Epsom salts to the 
bathroom and take a nice, long, 

warm and soothing bath with its 
contents.   
 

And we shouldn’t feel bad – many, 
many gardening practices over 
hundreds of years have been 
reviewed and changed or eliminated 
– everything evolves! 
 

1 www.MasterGardenerOnline.com, 
Chalker-Scott, Linda, Washington 
State University, Spring 2007 
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Your Rhododendron’s Not Blooming? 
 

Here are some possible causes: 
 

Too Much Shade 
Rhododendrons need morning sun or dappled shade in order to develop flower 

buds for next year – but protect from the hot afternoon sun.  If in deep shade, 

you may need to move the plant or just accept a nice evergreen. 
 

Bud Blast Fungus 
Bristles on the brown, unopened buds are a sign of this condition; Some 

varieties are more susceptible than others; Remove diseased bud and put in 

trash.  Do not compost. 
 

Frost Damage 
Rhododendrons have varying tolerance for cold; a protracted deep freeze like 

last December may damage flower buds on more tender varieties. 
 

Flower Buds Don’t Form 
Some species take longer to bloom while others are free-flowering right from a 

very young age. 

 

 

 

http://www.mastergardeneronline.com/


New Bug Still in Town 
  
Margot Moser  
 

(Note: This article first appeared in the 
Rhodovine in 2011. And the bug has shown no 
desire to move on. Margot has updated for us as 
a reminder of what might be damaging our 
rhododendron leaves.)  
 

Which insect comes to mind when you read or hear the words, SERIOUS RHODO 
PEST? Chances are it is the infamous Vine Weevil, of which there are several. In 
recent years however, certain Lacebug species are emerging as far more 
threatening and difficult-to-control pests of both rhododendron and pieris 
species.  
 
The two Lacebugs of particular menace to rhodos are Andromeda Lacebug 
(Stephanitis takeyai) and Azalea Lacebug (S. pyriodes) which both originated in 
Japan. Andromeda Lacebug attacks rhododendrons as well as pieris (once called 
‘Andromeda’) while Azalea Lacebug seems to prefer evergreen azaleas though it 
will attack rhodos too. There is also a native lacebug, Stephanitis rhododendri, 
found occasionally on rhododendrons but of relatively little concern.  
 
It is easy to recognize the damage Lacebugs inflict. First you will notice a 
yellowish-white, mottled appearance on the upper surfaces of leaves and, on the 
undersides, small oily black spots along with adult bugs and nymphs. Both adults 
and nymphs suck plant juices from the leaves which causes stippling and deposit 
black fecal residue. Not only is a Lacebug infestation disfiguring, it also saps a 
plant’s energy and can eventually lead to its death. 
 
Lacebugs overwinter as eggs in plant foliage and produce 4 to 5 generations per 
year after hatching in late spring to early summer. Pieris japonica growing in 
sunny locations is much more vulnerable to attack than it is in shade while Pieris 
floribunda (Mountain Pieris) and Pieris formosa (Himalayan Pieris) are resistant, 
even in sun.  
                                                                                                                                                 Page 19 



So, what can we do to prevent or deal with this pest? From my experience on the 
Lower Mainland, Lacebugs showed up first on pieris and then moved to 
rhododendrons. With this in mind, I would not plant Pieris japonica in particular 
anywhere near rhododendrons.  
 

 
Azalea leaf with azalea lacebugs, Stephanitis pyrioides (Scott), and excrement spots. 

Photograph by James. L. Castner, University of Florida. 

 
If this pest does show up on your plants, you have to think seriously whether it 
might be best to dig them out and replace them with something else. There are 
no effective nonchemical control measures and even chemicals (including 
‘organic’ chemicals) are iffy. It would be nice to think that freezing winter 
temperatures might kill the overwintering eggs but chances are it has not been 
cold enough long enough and some eggs will survive. Trying to eradicate Lacebugs 
non-chemically is sure to be an ongoing frustration and risks them spreading to 
other plants. 
 
Remember that even so-called ‘non-toxic’ sprays such as horticultural oil, 
insecticidal soap and neem-based products are problematic because they too kill 
indiscriminately. When you realize how attractive rhododendrons and pieris are 
to a variety of beneficial insects, bees in particular, it’s obvious that the cure is 
worse than the problem. 
 
Margot Moser has grown rhododendrons, native plants and alpines for many years, both on the 

Lower Mainland and now at her beautiful property in Nanoose.                            Page 20 

 



Late May in the Garden of Dan and Vel 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos:  Vel Rhodes 
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Meconopsis (Himalayan Blue Poppy)  

Seed grown by Dan and Vel 

Cypripedium formosanum is 

easy to grow in moist, fertile, 

humus-rich soil – sheltered, 

and in dappled or part shade.  

Likes neutral to acidic soil. 

 

 

Adiantum venustum 

(Himalayan Maidenhair 

Fern) Evergreen to -10 C. 

Needs moist, well-drained 

soil in part shade. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     

 

 

Meconopsis 

betonicifolia ‘Alba’ 

(probably) 

(seed grown by Vel and 

Dan) 

Rhododendron schlippenbachii  

(Royal Azalea) Considered one 

of the finest azalea species 

with attractive foliage, good 

autumn colour and large, 

beautiful flowers.  Common in 

open woodland in Korea, NE 

Manchuria. 

(seed grown – which is pretty 

amazing!!) 

Rubus spectabilis is usually 

single-flowered.  This cultivar 

grown by Vel and Dan is likely 

’Flore Pleno’ or ‘Olympic 

Double’.   

The species is our native 

Salmonberry found on the 

west coast of North America.   



Garden Advice:   

How to Plant a Rhododendron 
 
Linda Derkach and Joan Rich 

 
Fall is a great time to plant perennials and shrubs – the soil is still warm and moist, easy to dig 
and very hospitable to your plants going into the winter.  Here are some tips to help you be 
successful.   
(Note:  This article first appeared in The Rhodovine several years ago.  But with autumn just 
around the corner, there will be perfect conditions for planting.) 
 

First and most important… Rhododendrons need good drainage.  They do not like to dry out 
and they don’t like their feet wet.  Moist, well-drained soil is the key.   
 

Do Some Research 
Researching your chosen species or hybrid will help you be successful.  Check for issues such as 
sun tolerance, drainage needs, hardiness and ultimate size.  Some species are best planted 
above the ground in a very friable planting medium.  Some can survive almost anywhere, such 
as the “ironclads” but others need protection from cold drying winds.  Terrestrials such as  
R. dendrocharis would prefer to live up in a tree or on a stump – or in a pot with very, very well-
drained planting medium.  
 

Some rhododendron experts advocate planting right on top of the soil and mounding bark 
mulch around the plant.  At the very least, do not plant your rhododendron lower than the 
surrounding soil.  Plant on a slight hill if possible to enhance drainage.  Some rhododendrons 
need more shade than others, while others can tolerate quite a lot of sun.  All rhododendrons 
benefit from some sun in order to set bud and then to bloom the following spring.  Most are 
happiest with protection from the hot afternoon sun.  So knowing the needs of your particular 
rhododendron will assist you in choosing the best site for success.  
 

The Best Soil 
Once you have chosen a site for your rhododendron, you need to check out the soil.  Heavy clay 
soils and thin sandy soils will not work…rhododendron death will likely follow.  Check your soil 
deep down to ensure that it will hold the moisture but not keep the roots wet.  You can amend 
your soil with bark mulch or compost.  If you have not grown rhododendrons in your garden 
before, check out the pH of your soil.  Rhododendrons need a pH of 4.5 to 5.8.   
 

The Planting Process 
Once you have the best position and growing medium, remove your plant carefully from the 
pot.  If the soil is moist and the plant is not pot-bound, rough up the roots at the edges a bit, 
spread the root mass gently and plant.  If the plant is dry, re-wet prior to planting by immersing 
in a bucket of water until the plant no longer floats – a sure sign that the roots have dried out.  
If the plant is pot-bound and the roots are quite matted, rough up and tease the root ball.  In 
other words, give your plant the best chance for success by releasing the roots so they can 



move out into the soil.  A pot-bound plant that is plopped in the ground as-is will struggle to 
survive.  The roots need help to start moving into the surrounding soil.  For a larger four or five 
gallon containerized plant that is severely pot-bound, you may need to take drastic action and 
cut an “x” at the bottom of the mass with a knife.  Here’s a website that shows how to do this. 
 

www.murcottgarden.com 
Click on Talks and Articles and then click on Planting a Containerised Rhododendron 
 

Position your rhododendron higher than the surrounding soil.  Put water in the hole first and let 
it drain so the soil is just moist.  Settle the soil around your plant with your hand – do not tramp 
in with your foot.  Water well, and if you are planting on a slope build a little well or berm so 
that the water doesn’t just run down the hill and miss the roots.  Be sure there is water nearby 
so you can water when needed.  Remember – moist, well-drained soil at all times and no wet 
feet! 
 

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch 
And finally – mulch your plant all around the drip line with bark mulch or pine needles.  Do not 
pile any mulch up against the trunk of the plant.  Two to four inches of mulch after watering will 
help keep the roots cool and moist in summer and warm and moist in winter – and help 
conserve water.  This is especially important for the hot, dry summers we now have on 
Vancouver Island’s east coast.   

 

 
R. ‘Strawberry Ice’ is an Exbury azalea developed by Lionel de 

Rothschild in 1947.  Here it grows happily in early June with 

R.‘Golden Lights’ azalea, developed by the University of Minnesota 

to be exceptionally cold hardy and fragrant.   Page 24 
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A Garden Thug Exposed 
By Linda Derkach 
 

(Note:  Despite warnings over the past 

many years, Daphne laureola continues to 

thrive in many gardens and public spaces on 

Vancouver Island.  Here’s what you need to 

know about this unwanted, exotic thug.) 
 

What has shiny, evergreen leaves, fragrant 

yellow flowers and luscious black berries… 

and threatens the delicate eco-system here 

on Vancouver Island? 

 
Meet Daphne laureola – in fact you might 

even have it growing in your garden even 

though it is on the list of noxious, invasive 

plants in BC and many other places.  

 

Daphnes are native to southwestern Europe 

but have been introduced as an ornamental 

plant to many parts of the world including 

this part of North America.   

The bark, sap and berries of all daphnes are 

toxic to humans and small animals, and the 

sap is a skin irritant.  But Daphne laureola 

has the very undesirable habit of spreading 

very easily thanks to hungry birds who eat 

the berries with impunity and then drop the 

poisonous seed to quickly germinate in new 

ground.  It likes to colonize shady, moist 

areas of our Douglas fir/arbutus and Garry 

oak ecosystems, replacing native vegetation 

and forming a dense canopy blocking out 

light to the ground.  I have seen huge 

colonies in Nanaimo gardens – having made 

itself immensely attractive to unsuspecting 

homeowners. 

 

Plant scientists believe that Daphne 

laureola alters the soil chemistry and 

acidity, preventing establishment of native 

plant species.  These kinds of habitat 

changes affect both native plants and 

animals in a very negative way.   

 

Daphne laureola is sometimes even seen for 

sale in local garden centres, and customers 

are seduced by the fragrant yellow flowers, 

beautiful shiny leaves and amazing 

hardiness.  But clearly it is not good for our 

children, pets or environment. 

If you are not yet convinced that this plant 

should be banished from our gardens, 

Daphne laureola has the dubious distinction 

of being listed with the Canadian Poisonous 

Plants Information System, WorkSafe BC 

Toxic Plant Warning and the Invasive Plant 

Council of BC!   

 

If you have found this plant growing in your 

garden, you can replace it with more 

desirable broad-leafed evergreens such as 

skimmia, hellebores and rhododendrons.  

Daphne seedlings can be pulled out by the 

root and larger specimens can be 

eradicated using large loppers to cut below 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Daphne_laureola_8703.jpg


the soil level.  Watch for sprouting from the 

root and dig out as much as you can.  Be 

sure to wear protective clothing and gloves 

– and please don’t ask your kids to help you 

with this project!! 

 

Daphne laureola photo:  Wikipedia 

 

 

 

Sources: 

• WorkSafe BC Website:  Toxic Plant 

Warning 

• King County Website:  

Environment/Animals and Plants 

• Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team 

Website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazing Blazing 

Azaleas! 
Left and below are two mis-

named azaleas.   

 

Bottom left is R. occidentale 
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A Blast from the Past… 

 
Thanks to Sandra Stevenson of the Cowichan Valley RS, we can 

enjoy this gathering of titans of the rhododendron world during the 

2015 ARS Convention in Sidney, BC. 
 

• Dennis Bottemiller, Rhododendron Species BG, Washington  

• Ken Cox of Glendoick in Scotland  

• Hartwig Schepker of the Bremen Rhododendron Park, Germany 

• Evelyn Weesjes, formerly of UBC Botanical Garden and former 

owner of Towner Crest in Saanich   

• Lionel de Rothchild of Exbury Gardens in England.   
 

All have been speakers at MARS in Qualicum Beach except Evelyn 

whose garden Towner Crest we had the pleasure of visiting in 

2014!!                                                        Page 27 



Correction from DownUnder.. 

 
 

In Doug’s Garden… 

 
Rhododendron ‘Wyandanch Pink’          Page 28 

Correction:   

Hibiscus coccineus  
(Water Hibiscus not Water hyacinth 

as reported in the May newsletter) 

 

Hibiscus coccineus grows in water 

and can reach two metres in height.  

Foliage is much like a Japanese 

Maple.  The deep crimson flower 

petals can reach 20 cm across. 

 

Owner Barb reports that this is the 

first bloom for this beauty in her 

South Australia home.   

 



 
Rhododendron 

‘Midnight Mystique’ 

 

Photos:  Doug Kitts 

 

 
R. ‘Mrs. Betty Anderson’ 
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       R. yakushimanum (Exbury Form) 
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Species Garden – Tony Ansdell 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 
 

Member Care 

Meeting Goodies –  

                  Noelle Melnychuk 

Greeter – Susan Blacklin & 

                  Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator –  

                  Tony Ansdell                                       

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 
 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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