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Next Meeting:
Wednesday, October 12
7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Please Bring Your Own Mug
to the Meeting and Help
Save the Environment
Are you handy with Power Point?
Want to learn?
MARS would like to create a Power
Point presentation of who we are,
what we do, and how much fun we
have!
Please talk to any member of the
Executive if you are interested.
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(doors open 7 pm)
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

Guest Speaker: Bernie Dinter
on

Garden Colour For
All Seasons
(current COVID protocols in place)

MARS

Mid Island Floral Art Club

It’s Membership
Renewal Time!

October 13, 2022 at 2:00 pm

At the bargain price of $30, your
membership in MARS & the ARS
will be renewed from January 1,
2023 to December 31, 2023.
Join us
Wednesday, October 12

7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre

Members
Demonstration
St. Stephen's Church Hall
150 Village Way, QB
Guests $6.00
New members welcome
Info: Joanne 250-757-8969

Fall into Gardening
Coping with Climate Instability in your Garden
Sunday, October 23, 2022
MARS (Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society), NRS (Nanaimo Rhododendron Society), and
VIMGA (Vancouver Island Master Gardeners) are pleased to offer a day of education and enjoyment
with internationally recognized gardening experts.

Tickets: $25 in advance or $30 at the door
See NRS website for details about how to register: http://nanaimorhodos.ca/
• Date:
Sunday, October 23, 2022
• Location: Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
747 Jones St. Qualicum Beach, B.C. V9K 1S7
• Time:
10:00 AM to 3:30 PM
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:20 am
12:15 pm
1:15 pm

2:10 pm
2:30 pm

Douglas Justice: UBC Botanical Garden Associate Director and Curator
“Planting Trees for a Drier and Hotter Future”
Break

Caroline Josefsson: Vancouver Island University Biology Department
“Gardening with less water – learning from the Garry Oak Ecosystem”
Lunch

Des Kennedy: writer, activist, celebrated speaker
“Weather or Not” a light hearted romp through the triumphs and travails of
the weather-beaten gardener
Break

Bonnie Zand: Entomologist and owner of Bonnie’s Bugs IPM
“Gardening for bees” supporting BC’s diverse native bees

Refreshments: coffee, tea, and treats will be provided.
Please bring your own bag lunch.
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Douglas Justice presents “Planting Trees for a Drier and Hotter Future”
There is increasing awareness among gardeners, if not the public at large,
for the need to reconsider many of our planting choices. Numerous factors
contribute to this change in perspective, but climate change, sustainability
in horticultural practices and the biodiversity crisis are paramount among
them. Douglas’s presentation will address tree selection in light of these
issues.
Douglas had his initial exposure to horticulture in his parents' garden in Vancouver and at the
family farm in Duncan. His passion for plants eventually led him into nursery work, then to
degrees in horticulture and botany, which spurred him to pursue a career in teaching and public
garden management. For the last two decades, Douglas’s job has been Associate Director,
Horticulture & Collections at UBC Botanical Garden. He teaches in UBC's Landscape
Architecture program and in the Botanical Garden's Horticulture Training Program and is
currently working on a manual of Vancouver's cultivated woody plants.

Des Kennedy presents “Weather or Not – a light-hearted romp through the
triumphs and travails of the weather-beaten gardener”
Des Kennedy is a writer, an activist and seasoned back-to-thelander. He and his partner Sandy have for the last 50 years lived a
conserver lifestyle on Denman Island. Their gardens, hand-built
house and surrounding woodlands are regularly featured on the
Denman Island Home and Garden Tour.
A celebrated speaker, Des is the author of ten books, in both
fiction and non-fiction. He has been three times nominated for
the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour. His latest book
is a novel titled Beautiful Communions (Ronsdale Press.)

Caroline Jossefson presents
“Gardening with less water – learning from the Garry Oak Ecosystem”
Climate projections suggest that summers in our region will
become increasingly warmer and drier, presenting challenges to
gardeners. Can we look to our local flora, our region’s ancient
history, and traditional ecological practices for solutions? The
Garry oak ecosystem is a species-rich, drought-adapted plant
community that originates in a warm dry period of British
Columbia’s ancient past, 8,000 to 6,000 years ago. As the climate
became cooler and moister about 6,000 years ago, the ecosystem
was protected from encroaching conifers by Coast Salish Peoples
who benefitted from the game and edible plants associated with it.

The Garry oak ecosystem can serve as a model for sustainable gardening in our area, one
that honours our region’s cultural history and its biodiversity. I will speak to my experience
of gardening with Garry oak ecosystem-associated plants in my small front yard in Nanaimo,
and suggest resources for information, seeds, and plants.
Born and raised in the southwest of Sweden, Caroline’s life-long interest in plants and plant
propagation originates from her grandmothers, who were keen gardeners, house plant
keepers and observers of nature. At the Swedish University of Agriculture, Caroline pursued
an undergraduate degree in Horticulture and Biology. For her doctorate at the University of
Washington she studied gene deregulation stemming from hybridization in the plant model
system Arabidopsis. Caroline joined the Biology Department at Vancouver Island University
in 2009. There she teaches plant biology courses, as well as courses in genetics and
biochemistry. In 2020, together with students from VIU’s Eco Club, Caroline initiated a
Garry oak ecosystem restoration project on the VIU campus.

Bonnie Zand presents “Gardening for pollinators: supporting BC's diverse
native bees
When most people think of pollinators, they think of
honey bees. But did you know that there are more than
450 different bee species in BC, along with other
pollinating insects? These pollinators are incredibly
diverse in size, appearance and lifestyle, and are vitally
important for pollination of both food crops and wild
plants. Learn to observe and appreciate some of these
less well-known pollinators, find out what challenges
they are facing, and learn what you can do within your
own gardens to support native pollinators!

Bonnie Zand
Bonnie Zand is the owner of Bonnie’s Bugs IPM, a private consulting company working
with farmers to manage insect pests on Vancouver Island. She is currently running the
Vancouver Island Pests, Pollinators and Beneficials Project. Bonnie holds a BSc in biology
from UVic, is a board member of the Native Bee Society of BC and is part of the recovery
implementation group for the endangered Taylor's checkerspot butterfly. Bonnie is also
the BC instructor for the Master Melittologist program. In her spare time, she likes to
look for interesting native bees and other insects, raise mason bees, garden with native
plants and instill a love of insects in her five-year-old daughter.
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Membership Renewal
Our members are critical to the exciting, educational and fun opportunities that
are guaranteed with a MARS Membership.

Please Re-new Your Membership Today
At the bargain price of $30, your membership in MARS is renewed from January 1,
2023 to December 31, 2023.
Here are some ways to pay:

At Our Monthly Meetings
At in-person meetings in October and November, Guy Loyer is happy to receive
your cheque payable to MARS, or cash. If paying with cash, please make sure Guy
records it on the spot.
BONUS:
Re-new your membership by November 30
and your name will be entered into a draw
Please mail your cheque to:
for a FREE membership for 2024.
MARS

Mail

PO Box 342
Qualicum Beach BC V9K 1S8

Last year’s winner: Wolfgang Ruff

Interact e-Transfer
Send an eTransfer for $30 to "treasurer@marsrhodos.ca. Use “What's this for” for
your question with the answer "Membership".

In Person
You can also drop off your membership to the Loyer’s home, 871 View Road,
Qualicum Beach, at the front door in the mailbox. If cash please put your name on
the envelope so we know who it is from.
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MARS Program for October
John Deniseger is a retired aquatic
biologist (BC Premiers Legacy Award,
BC Hall of Excellence), outdoor
enthusiast, and past president of the
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society. He
is the current chair of the Milner
Gardens and Woodland Society
Board, and a member of the Greig
Rhododendron Species Garden
Advisory Group. John and his wife
June received the ARS Silver Medal in
2021.

John Deniseger: Why I Grow Rhodos
We've been growing Rhododendrons
for more than 35 years. Ten years
ago, we were building our new home
in Bowser as well as designing our
new garden.
Not surprisingly, we were featuring
rhododendrons in much of the
garden. One of the challenges was

choosing which rhododendrons to
include.
A conversation with a friend lead me
to think further about what made this
genus so appealing.
My presentation will take a look at
the world of rhododendrons from a
different perspective.

Photo: J.Deniseger
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Autumn Jewels
‘Stunning’ and ‘breath-taking’ were
two words that came to mind when I
encountered this magnificent
Katsura (Cercidiphyllum japonicum)
showing off its amazing autumn
outfit of gold and green. Young
bronze-coloured leaves turn green in
summer then the BIG show: yellow,
orange and red in autumn. Colour is
best in acidic soil and full sun.
Bonus: leaves once fallen smell of
burnt sugar. A great specimen for
the average-sized garden.
Words and Photos: Linda Derkach

And right next door stands a
Mountain Ash offering a
plethora of orange berries
preceded in the spring by
corymbs of usually white
flowers. A great garden tree.

Thanks to a satisfied bird, this
Cotoneaster germinated in
Marilyn’s garden, providing
masses of tiny flowers for
pollinators in spring and berries
in the fall. Glossy, dark green
leaves and bright red berries are
welcome spots of cheer for
gardeners as well.

How Gardening has Changed in the Past 75 Years
Margot Moser on
Fertilizers
This is the last of 3 articles which have summarized some of the changes that
occurred in the world of gardening over the past 75 years. I do not claim to have
personally witnessed all these developments along the way but have relied on
dozens of websites that explain them. It is fascinating to realize how much has
changed and how much has stayed the same not only in gardening but in all
aspects of our society and especially how interrelated everything is in our lives.
Previously, I have given an overview of changes in gardening practices, resources,
tools and pest control. (See the Rhodovine issues for May and June 2022.) This
final article is about fertilizer use in home gardens; perhaps the most intangible
component in creating a successful garden – mysterious and magical.
FERTILIZERS – Organic and Synthetic
For the purposes of this article, a fertilizer is
anything added to the soil which contains a
nutrient needed by plants. Of the roughly 20 such
nutrients, the most common are nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium (N-P-K) and, to a lesser
degree, calcium, sulfur and magnesium. They are
available as both synthetic and organic products.
Fertilizers have made an enormous difference not
only to home gardening but, going back thousands of years, to agriculture in
general. Synthetic fertilizers only began being created in the early 20th century.
Until then, farmers and home gardeners relied on animal manures to ensure their
crops and gardens would grow as productively and beautifully as possible.
Over the past 75 years, use of manufactured fertilizers has increased although
animal manures are widely used as well. The nutrients in both are chemically
identical but manures and other organic materials such as compost have the
advantage of improving soil structure by fostering microbes in the soil. Wellcomposted manures are virtually odourless.
One of my most vivid garden memories as a child is the time my father had a
truckload of fresh pig manure delivered to be spread over the vegetable garden.

The smell was horrendous and neighbours started coming over to find out what
had died. Dad expected his little workforce to help shovel but we all started to
cry and he had to do it himself. After that, compost was our fertilizer of choice.
Not only are synthetic fertilizers convenient, their containers are also clearly
labelled as to the percentage of nutrients within. Besides the N-P-K ratio you will
find mention of other nutrients included (if any). With the benefit of a soil test, a
gardener can learn which nutrients may be deficient and apply those to the soil.
Unfortunately, many gardeners have been led to believe that each plant needs its
own special fertilizer. This is a huge marketing achievement because it simply
isn’t true. Science tells us that fertilizers feed the soil and that the important
thing is to make sure there is enough of each nutrient to satisfy plants’ needs. For
example, adding a ‘balanced’ fertilizer such as 10-10-10 may be wasteful if the soil
lacks only nitrogen, not phosphorus or potassium. This is a waste of valuable
natural resources and causes pollution.
The advantage of organic fertilizers is that, over time, they allow garden soil to
achieve a self-sustaining balance of nutrients and create a wonderful structure.
All that is necessary to maintain such optimal condition is to periodically refresh
the mulch on top of soil and let nature do the rest.
Like so many other facets of life today, gardening
decisions have become very controversial; even
political. There is hardly any topic that does not
elicit strong opinions for and against. I choose to
believe that most of us are very aware these days
of how fragile our climate and ecosystem have
become and are invested in trying to do what we
can to protect this world for future generations.
Even if it is very little in the grand scheme of things,
efforts made by home gardeners to mitigate
damage already done are worthwhile.
Only time will tell what changes may occur in the next 75 years . . . by 2100!
Margot Moser is a life-long gardener, member of MARS and very active in the Alpine Gardeners
of Central Vancouver Island. She was a member of Vancouver Master Gardeners for 20 years.
Margot gardens on a picturesque and challenging rocky outcrop in Nanoose.
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In Pursuit of the Four-Season Garden

June

October

Berberis thunbergii ‘Aurea Nana’
Always on the look-out for plants that light up the garden once our
rhododendrons have passed the torch, I was thrilled to find this dwarf golden
barberry for my smaller garden – Berberis thunbergii ‘Aurea Nana’.
The bright yellow foliage in early summer gives way to orange and red in fall – as
seen above right now in the early October garden.
Tiny thorns almost guarantee deer and bunny resistance. This attractive, small
shrub is not fussy about cultural requirements, but does not like poorly-drained,
wet soils.
‘Aurea Nana’ is very useful as an accent plant glowing against the dark green
foliage of rhododendrons, or as a small, low hedge. Hardy to Zone 4.

Words and Photos: Linda Derkach
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Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden

Rhododendron ‘Golden Lights’ (Azalea)
Developed at the University of Minnesota to withstand the cold, Minnesota
winters, the flower buds of this golden beauty are hardy from -34 C to -42C. As
temperatures here on Vancouver Island do not reach these depths, ‘Golden
Lights’ is a reliable, fragrant, compact deciduous bloomer in my garden. The
foliage even has some resistance to mildew, so common in many other azaleas.
Easy-going, ‘Golden Lights’ is happy in bright shade, dappled sun or morning sun –
but the hot afternoon sun will bleach the leaves and shorten the bloom time.
This specimen has been growing happily in my garden for the past 12 years,
growing slowly and mingling well with companions such as Rhododendron
‘Strawberry Ice’, Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’, and R. ‘Queen Alice’. I hesitate
to admit that I have given this garden stalwart absolutely no attention for those
12 years except to remove spent blossoms – if I happen to be nearby. Page 13

In 2011…

In 2021…

R. ‘Golden Lights’ in the early years….and now with Viburnum mariesii,
Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ and R. ‘Strawberry Ice’ (Exbury Azalea)

‘Golden Lights’ is the quintessential heart of the garden in May,
bringing pizzazz without hogging all the attention!

Words and Photos: Linda Derkach
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Heavenly Hydrangeas
Once upon a time, almost every garden counted at least one hydrangea among its
inhabitants. And rightly so. Undemanding and trouble-free, hydrangeas lift the
garden in the summer doldrums, rising to the status of Queen of the Midsummer
Border. For those of us with many rhododendrons, hydrangeas are even more
desirable and coveted once rhodies go into summer hiatus. Here are some
reasons I am mad about hydrangeas.

They play well with others….and are never invasive!
Hydrangea paniculata
‘Limelight’ in fall with H.
‘Quick Fire’ and
Helianthus ‘Lemon
Queen’ – a very tough
autumn flowering
sunflower with masses
of blossoms for the late
pollinators.

Hydrangea ‘Nikko
Blue’ with
Rhododendron
‘Cunningham’s
White’ as a
backdrop and
beautiful Catalpa
bignonioides ‘Aurea’
with the luscious
heart-shaped leaves.
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Rhododendron ‘May Day’ and Hydrangea macrophylla
Hydrangeas are always ready to lend a hand….
Over many years,
Hydrangea macrophylla has
grown around and
enveloped Thalictrum
‘Hewitt’s Double’ – to the
delight of both. Tall and
somewhat gangly,
Thalictrum is grateful for
the support and Hydrangea
now has a purpose in the
garden.
And their colours and
inflorescenses complement
Page 16
one another beautifully.

They bloom over a long period of time…

Hydrangea macrophylla in June

Same plant in October
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June

September
Hydrangea ‘Nikko Blue’

Hydrangeas have some interesting family members….

Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Little Honey’
This golden, oak-leafed beauty lights up the garden all summer long
with golden/lime green leaves and corymbs of white!

Hydrangeas die well. Here are 3 lovely cultivars in
profusion in June and now going over in October.

Hydrangea ‘Nikko Blue’

Hydrangea ‘Annabelle’

Hydrangea ‘Shirofuji’

Hydrangeas are more than mopheads
and are never boring!

H. ‘Lemon Wave’

H. ‘Ayesha’ (blue)

Deep Rosy Pink Flowers

H. ‘Harlequin’

H. ‘Ayesha’ (pink)

Deep Blue/purple
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Hydrangea petiolaris
loves to climb fences, arbors, chimneys….
Hydrangea petiolaris is not shy.
Known as the climbing hydrangea, it
is vigorous, deciduous and will pretty
much cling to anything.
Easy to propagate by cuttings (as are
all hydrangeas) it will take a few
years to get to blooming stage, when
it will thrill garden visitors with its
gracious and charming demeanor.
While hydrangeas need
dappled shade and
protection from hot
afternoon sun, I find that
this vigorous climber
does best with a little
more sun. These domed
corymbs of white sterile
and fertile flowers bloom
on an arbour in June.
H. petiolaris is a woody vine –
dropping yellow leaves in fall but
hanging onto its flowers until
removed the next year. Happy
to climb almost anything, aerial
roots will cling to fences, arbours
or brick chimneys. Eventually
pruning is necessary to prevent
your home becoming another
Sleeping Beauty’s Castle.

Hydrangeas have the capacity to thrill…

Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’ – a spectacular hydrangea growing
in close harmony with an evergreen in lots of shade!
H. ‘Limelight’ takes on variations on a
theme of pink and mauve and dusty
rose as it ages. Below it is
underplanted with Rhododendron
hirsutum ‘Flore Pleno’ that contrasts
with tiny perfect leaves and lovely
pink, diminutive, bell-shaped flowers
in June and July.
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Success with Hydrangeas
•
•

•
•

Hydrangeas are not high maintenance.
They need the same cultural conditions as our rhododendrons:
Evenly moist soil
Dappled shade, part shade, or the north side of your house
No hot afternoon sun!!
Choose a good spot for your hydrangea so that it doesn’t need to be moved
– they are not as easy as to relocate as rhodies.
While not fussy, they need an adequate amount of water. Gray water from
your kitchen or bath will keep your hydrangeas happy during a summer
drought. Adequate shade, mulching and underplanting will help to reduce
moisture loss. (No bare earth!)

•

For H. macrophylla (mopheads) pruning is necessary – but they seem to be
very forgiving. Some people prune in fall – and others wait for the new
buds in spring before removing spent blossoms. I prefer the latter so that
dried flower heads last through winter. In Cornwall, England they do not
prune their mopheads – old and new flowers exist in harmony.

•

Pruning other species: How and when to prune is important and varies with
the species so check a reference book or online to find out best time for

•

your variety of hydrangea. Important to know which species you have.
Acidic soil produces blue flowers on some species (macrophylla) and alkaline
soil produces pink. Many varieties do not change colour with soil acidity.

•

Hydrangeas are NOT deer resistant at all. But bunnies seem to leave them
alone – at least so far.

•

Hydrangeas are well worth the effort to have stunning easy-care flowers
all summer long!!

The hot afternoon sun will burn the flowers and
they will not last – no matter how much water
you pour on. If your hydrangea is in full sun,
rescue it now and move it to a shady spot. This
beautiful H. ‘Harlequin’ needs a new home soon as
possible. It was literally burned to a crisp.
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Mt. Arrowsmith Rhododendron
Society - Meeting
September 14, 2022
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
President Dawn House opened the
new season by welcoming everyone
back after a summer that was slow to
warm. She got right to work by
introducing former greeter Guy Loyer
as the new membership chair. He
replaces Tony Ansdell who has held
the post for many years.
Guy reminded everyone that
membership is due and MARS is
holding the cost to $30 per
membership as it has since 1989,
thereby subsidizing everyone to make
up the shortfall. ARS membership is
in U.S. dollars.
Current membership stands at 89 for
a total of 151 members. Dawn
thanked Tony for his long service and
the audience agreed with a hearty
round of applause.
Financial Report: Treasurer Ray
Walker gave a brief rundown of the
club’s finances, which he said are in
good shape, and noted that the
annual general meeting will be held
at the November general meeting.
Fall into Gardening: Glen Jamieson
reminded the group of the upcoming

Fall into Gardening one-day
conference on October 23 at the
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. The last
in-person conference was held in
Parksville in 2018. The theme is
Coping with Climate Instability in Your
Garden. Speakers are Douglas Justice
of UBC, Caroline Josefsson, VIU, Des
Kennedy, a light-hearted “Weather or
Not” and Bonnie Zand, entomologist.
Full details are on both websites of
MARS and Nanaimo Rhododendron
Society. Both chapters and Vancouver
Island Master Gardeners Association
are the organizers. Tickets are $25 in
advance, $30 at the door.
Kathy Loyer has agreed to organize
the coffee breaks for the FIG event
and asked for 3 or 4 volunteers.
Rhododendron Show and Sale:
Kathy and Guy Loyer have agreed to
chair the Rhododendron Show and
Sale again next spring on the fourth
Saturday of April at the Qualicum
Beach Curling Club.
MARS Members’ Plant Sale:
Rose Prufer urged members to start
considering what they can contribute
to the sale’s members’ table. Last
year’s sale was OK, but it could be
better. Tiny hostas are ready to
divide now as are several perennials.
And please, no dirty pots.
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Evaluation:
An evaluation form was distributed to
members with several questions,
asking them to complete by the end
of the meeting. “We would like to
know what you want to see, hear,
and learn at our monthly meetings,”
it read.
Glen mentioned volunteer work at
Milner Gardens and Woodland during
the summer, when members from
MARS and NRS set up a shade house
that will provide shelter for young
rhododendrons from the propagation

programs of the two chapters and
Milner.
Program: Guest speaker was Glen
Jamieson, who presented a
travelogue on a two-week summer
trip to Iceland with his wife Dorothy
and another couple. They drove
around the island, visiting all the
expected tourist sites, but also visited
remote areas sparsely populated.
Prize winners for the evening were:
Don Bridgen, Maria Bieberstein and
Dawn House.
Meeting adjourned: At 9:45 pm

Mt. Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, November 9, 2022
7:30 pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
❖ President’s Report
❖ Treasurer’s Report for 2021 2022

Rosa ‘Queen Elizabeth’
in October – long-lived and long
blooming, tough as nails but beautiful
– like her namesake.
And much-admired by passers-by!
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MARS Executive Committee
2021 – 2022
President – Dawn House
dl.house@telus.net
the Garden in – David Landry
Vice-President
david.landry@shaw.ca
Secretary – Karen Bennett
karenbennett51@gmail.com
Treasurer – Ray Walker
jrjiffy@shaw.ca
Past President – Glen Jamieson
glenjo2@yahoo.ca
Directors:
Tony Ansdell
ansdella@shaw.ca
Marilyn Dawson
dawsom@shaw.ca
Linda Derkach
lindaderkach@shaw.ca
Guy Loyer
guyloyer@gmail.com
Kathy Loyer
kathyloyer@telus.net
Rose Prufer
ramapo@telus.net

MARS
P.O. Box 342
Qualicum Beach, BC
V9K 1S8
www.marsrhodos.ca

Committees and Activities
Facebook – Rose Prufer
Garden Tour – Karen Bennett &
Joanne Hamilton
Membership – Guy Loyer
Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach
Programs – Glen Jamieson
Propagation – Katherine Wasiak
Species Garden – Marilyn Dawson
Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer
Webmaster – Diane Henders

Member Care
Refreshments – Noelle Melnychuk
Greeters – Susan Blacklin &
Roelof Elzinga
Meeting Coordinator – Tony
Ansdell

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer
Sunshine – Judy Wood
Welcome – Joanne Hamilton
Members are welcome to attend
MARS Executive Committee
meetings anytime.

MARS Website:
www.marsrhodos.ca
Facebook Page:
mars.bc.ca
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