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Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, November 9 

7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
 

Please Bring Your Own Mug 

to the Meeting and Help  

Save the Environment 

 

 It’s time to renew your  

Membership in MARS!  

Renew by November 30 and 

your name goes in a draw for a  

FREE 2024 Membership! 

Includes membership in the ARS 
 

Details:  Page 4 
        

 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

November 2022    Volume 35    Issue 9 

Cover Photo:   

Rhododendron ‘Colehurst’ (an Aussie-bred 

hybrid) blooming now in South Australia 

Photo:  Bronwyn and Richard Illman, 

MARS Members in South Australia 

Rhodovine 

This month we celebrate 

MARS members Down 

Under as spring emerges! 

Vireya R. ‘Sweet Mac’ 

thrives in the garden of 

Karyn Fitzgerald,  

on New Zealand’s North 

Island. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solidago canadensis – a wonderful, 

fall-blooming native perennial 

beloved by all the pollinators! 
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Mid Island Floral Art Club 
 

Thursday, November 10 

2:00 pm 

St. Stephen's Church Hall 

150 Village Way, QB 
 

Wreath-Making 

Workshop 
 

Guests $6.00 

New members welcome 

Info: Joanne 250-767-8969 

or mifaclub2000@gmail.com 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

MARS Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 14 

5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
 

Potluck – Casual – Fun  

SPECIAL 

Christmas Floral Demos 

 by members of the  

Floral Art Club 

Starring our own  

Joanne Hamilton!! 

 

 
 

mailto:mifaclub2000@gmail.com


 

MARS Program for November 
 

 
 

John Deniseger: Why I Grow Rhodos 

We've been growing Rhododendrons for more than 35 years.  Ten years ago, we 

were building our new home in Bowser as well as designing our new garden.   

Not surprisingly, we were featuring rhododendrons in much of the garden.  One 

of the challenges was choosing which rhododendrons to include.    

A conversation with a friend led me to think further about what made this genus 

so appealing.   

My presentation will take a look at the world of rhododendrons from a different 

perspective. 

                                                                                                                             Page 3 

 
 

John Deniseger is a retired aquatic 

biologist (BC Premiers Legacy Award, 

BC Hall of Excellence), outdoor 

enthusiast, and past president of the 

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society.   He 

is the current chair of the Milner 

Gardens and Woodland Society Board, 

and a member of the Greig 

Rhododendron Species Garden 

Advisory Group.  John and his wife 

June received the ARS Silver Medal in 

2021. 

 



MARS Needs You!! 
Our members are critical to the exciting, educational and fun opportunities that 

are guaranteed with a MARS Membership. 

Please Renew Your Membership Today 

At the bargain price of $30, your membership in MARS and the ARS is renewed 

from January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023.  MARS subsidizes all members by 

paying the US Exchange rate. 

Here are some ways to pay: 

At Our Monthly Meetings 
At in-person meetings in October and November, Guy Loyer is happy to receive 

your cheque payable to MARS, or cash.  If paying with cash, please make sure Guy 

records it on the spot. 
 

Mail 
Please mail your cheque to: 

MARS 

PO Box 342 

Qualicum Beach BC     V9K 1S8 
 

Interact e-Transfer 
Send an eTransfer for $30 to "treasurer@marsrhodos.ca. Use “What's this for” for 

your question with the answer "Membership". 
 

In Person 
You can also drop off your membership to the Loyer’s home, 871 View Road, 

Qualicum Beach, at the front door in the mailbox. If cash please put your name on 

the envelope so we know who it is from.  

                                                                                                                        Page 4 
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Lawns get a bad rap. They are not – though a fashionable idea – the worse thing 
humans invented since the wood-burning fireplace. That said, do private and 
public lawns need to change? The short answer is YES! The lawn as we know it no 
longer belongs in our changing climate. We need to evolve it. The good news is it 
is easier than you think. 
 

True and False 
The main reasons for getting rid of a lawn are: polluting, noisy mowers and 
trimmers, toxic and high cost fertilizers, and the biggest reason - high water use. 
True.   Some folks have gone to artificial turf for a quick, easy solutions. False! This 
is the single worse choice for climate change. Artificial turf creates intense heat 
that sterilizes soil, scorches nearby plants, kills tree roots and worms. Some 
brands create toxic off-gasses. The run-off that Artificial turf creates is as fast as if 
you poured the water on concrete. 
 

Lawn Goodies 

There are several reasons to keep at least some healthy 
lawn. Studies have shown they reduce urban noise. Air 
temperature above as well as the soil beneath is always 
lower than nearby concrete. Like trees, lawns lower carbon 
dioxide levels, slow water run-off, provide blossoms for 
pollinators, and protect tree roots. Finally, they give us a 
place to play, to BBQ, to walk barefoot over, or loll on to  
find animal shapes in passing clouds. 
 

Getting Smart, Doing Less Work 
The cost of replacing a lawn with a mock-meadow or xeriscape is prohibitive, yet 
you can quickly reduce or remove a lawn’s negative aspects while you transform 
your yards into spaces that thrive and evolve with our changing climate. 
 

1. Change Maintenance Methods 
Stop fertilizing. In our climate lawns need only a mulching mower, and an autumn 

mulching with mower-shredded leaves.                                                       Page 5 

Black tail fawn at Filberg park                                             © J. 

The Evolving Lawn-Scape 

Jo Canning 

Master Gardener 
 



Increase blade height. Taller lawns tolerate drought better and keep the soil 
surface cooler. Mow to a minimum of 5 cm / 2 inches - 9.4 cm /3.75 inches. For 
the last mowing (when daytime highs drop to around 10C / 50F degrees), leave 
the height at 5 cm /2 inches - 7.5 cm / 3.0 inches. 
 

Water smarter. Once a week for one hour until summer heat hits, then let grass 
go dormant and turn brown. Stop mowing. A lawn can stay healthy while dormant 
for four to five weeks, so water lightly only once every four weeks during summer. 

When highs drop to about 15 C / 60 F, water again 
lightly then wait for autumn rains. If patches have 
died during summer, scrape out to the dirt and 
seed with a turf alternative. Nanaimo has some 
very good brochures on smart watering 
techniques, including annual cost savings by using 
rain barrels. 
 

 

2. Know Your Dirt 

Compacted soil stops water and air circulation so grass roots never get enough 
nutrients. These lawns need aeration each spring. Turf on sandy soil is less likely 
to get compacted but needs much more water. Many urban lawns have the worse 
combination: a few inches of soil over a hardpan base. The solution? Build up the 
thatch. Aerate, use a mulching mower, then in autumn spread a thin layer of fine 
soil. Using spent potting soil from summer containers mixed with a little compost 
is an efficient, cost-effective way to do this. The fine soil filters down and 
encourages deeper root systems, the key to resilient turf.  
 

3. Make a Plan  
Draw a schematic of what you want your lawn area to look like in 3-4 years. Keep 
it all, or just in the center or a side section, or only green paths with raised beds? 
A full meadow, a xeriscape? Draw planned trees, tall shrubs. Make cultivar lists! 
Here is a link for clump grasses from the Canadian Wildlife Federation website: 
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/news/articles/ornamental-native-
grasses_resource.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuNbop-Wz8gIVKB-
tBh3Z0AEXEAAYASAAEgJ2vPD_BwE 

Rock garden with native grass, sedums and moss                     © J. Canning, 

2021 

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/news/articles/ornamental-native-grasses_resource.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuNbop-Wz8gIVKB-tBh3Z0AEXEAAYASAAEgJ2vPD_BwE
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/news/articles/ornamental-native-grasses_resource.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuNbop-Wz8gIVKB-tBh3Z0AEXEAAYASAAEgJ2vPD_BwE
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/news/articles/ornamental-native-grasses_resource.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuNbop-Wz8gIVKB-tBh3Z0AEXEAAYASAAEgJ2vPD_BwE


Here is a list of native grasses for shady areas:  
• Carex deweyana – Dewey's Sedge. 
• Carex obnupta (wetter) – Slough Sedge. 
• Luzula multiflora (dry) – Common Woodrush. 
• Melica subulata – Alaska Onion grass. 
• Festuca occidentalis – Western Fescue. 
• Elymus glaucus – Blue Wildrye. 

 

4. Change in Easy-to-do Steps 

Decreasing lawn size is easy. Removing 12-18 inches of sod around the edge of 
the garden beds creates a whole new bed for drought tolerant plants and bulbs - 
or veggies, which take 1/3 the water of traditional lawns.  
For areas you will keep, changing turf type a small piece at a time makes it 
affordable, and saves work. West Coast Seeds has proven mixes. Try a few 
different ones and choose the one you like best. 
 

5.Remember to Create More Shade 

Trees, tall vines and large shrubs are critical to stabilizing climate. Add as 
specimens in the lawn or meadow-style yard. Grow vines on arbours for shade 
near buildings. Before planting, make sure the roots of your new plants won’t 
invade weepers, septic fields, soffits or sidewalks. And remember - birds eat 
garden pests so consider fruiting specimens, not just ornamentals. 
 

So Start, Already 

I changed my unhealthy, weed-covered front lawn into a smaller, lush carpet of 
lawn alternatives in two years. When I weeded, I brought along a bucket of 
potting soil and seed, adding both into the hole. Then I scraped out a foot or so of 
grass around the area and planted more seed. I also dug out a few inches of sod 
along the edge of the garden. Total work time was about 20 minutes per outing. I 
hand watered the new seed with a can in hot weather. 
 
Start this autumn so the new seedlings have a good start. Like the ancient Zen 
saying advises: “To change the world, move one stone.”  
 
Jo Canning is a long-time Master Gardener, and a member of Vancouver Island Master 

Gardeners.  She writes and speaks frequently on a wide range of horticultural topics.  She is a 

regular contributor to the Zoom offerings by the Vancouver Island Regional Library.   

Native short meadow grass                                     © J. Canning, 

2022 



Rhodies Down Under 
 

For several years now MARS has had the honour of welcoming several 
enthusiastic rhododendron members from Australia and New Zealand.   
 

As we not-so-gently morph into winter, our South Australia and New Zealand 
members are welcoming spring and another season of bountiful blooms.  To 
brighten up our coming dreary days, here are photos from their gardens, starting 
with Richard and Bronwyn Illman in South Australia.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rhododendron 

‘Graham’s Gift’ is a 

vireya residing very 

happily in the warm 

garden of Richard and 

Bronwyn not far from 

Adelaide. 

Rhododendron sinogrande 

‘Cowbell’ is hardy to Zone 9 

and 10.  Handsome, dark 

green leaves support fragrant 

and abundant white flowers 

with a pink streak.  Introduced 

in 1935 and raised by Lionel de 

Rothschild, ‘Cowbell’ is a cross 

of ciliatum and edgeworthii 

which explains the striking 

resemblance to R. edgeworthii  

that many of us grow in our 

coastal gardens.  

 
Photos:  Bronwyn & Richard Illman 
                                                                                          Page 8 



In the garden of MARS members  
Bronwyn and Richard Illman, South Australia… 

 
         Acer palmatum ‘Wotnong’ with deciduous azaleas 

 

 
                                                  Acer palmatum var. dissectum ‘Hana Matoi’ 

 

                                                                                                                                   Page 9 

The finely 

dissected leaves 

of ‘Hana Matoi’ 

emerge pink, red 

and white in 

spring – then 

become green in 

summer only to 

return to firey, 

brilliant colour in 

fall.   

Chosen for three 

seasons of interest, 

‘Wotnong’ is a 

weeping, extremely 

hardy, small-growing 

Japanese maple 

suitable for many 

climates.  Heat 

tolerant, the cascading 

branches hold 

dissected leaves that 

change colour through 

the year, ending with 

brilliant orange in 

autumn. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vireya Rhododendron 

‘French Vanilla’ 

Cream-coloured and scented, 

lovely ‘French Vanilla’ is 

outdoors in S. Australia 

but inside for us! 

 

 
  R. ‘Florence Mann’ – Australian-bred hybrid 

   

  Rhododendron 

 ‘Pirianda Chestnut Flare’ is pink 

with a yellow/orange flare.  

Grows to two metres. 

  

                                     Page 10 

Photos:  Bronwyn & Richard Illman 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Exochorda x macrantha ‘The Bride’ 

 

 

 

 

Camellia japonica ‘Debbie’ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Camellia japonica ‘Debbie’ 

 

 
          Rhododendron ‘Edith Praed’     

 

 

More from the 

South Australia garden of 

Bronwyn and Richard Illman 



And in New Zealand…. 

 
Rhododendron macgregoriae 

This spectacularly beautiful species vireya is relatively easy to grow.  Native to 

Indonesia and Papua, New Guinea, it is described as a shrub or small tree to five 

metres.  Growing in the glass houses of botanic gardens in temperate climates,  

R. macgregoriae is parent to almost 100 hybrids.  It grows at the Rhododendron 

Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way, Wash. 

MARS member Karyn Fitzgerald grows R. macgregoriae in her warm garden on 

the North Island of New Zealand between New Plymouth and Rotorua where 

vireya rhododendrons can thrive outdoors all year round.                         Page 12 
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Rhododendron morii 

 
                 Rhododendron suoilenhense      

 

 

 

Rhododendron morii is native to 

Taiwan and hardy in  

Zones 6 to 9.  

A beautiful species, morii is 

covered with dark pink buds 

that open pink and fade to 

white – often with all three 

shades on the plant at the same 

time – a gorgeous, frothy sight!  

R. morii grows well in our West 

Coast climate – and apparently 

just as well in New Zealand. 

 

Rhododendron suoilenhense 

is a recently named 

Vietnamese species hardy to 

-10 Celsius.  White, frilly, 

bell-shaped flowers with a 

purple blotch,  

R. suoilenhense can reach 12 

metres – not for the small 

garden.  But so lovely to look 

at! 

 

 
Photos:  Karyn Fitzgerald 

 

Page 13 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vireya Rhododendron ‘Sweet Mac’ has a fascinating history.  A natural hybrid 

of R. macgregoriae and R. inconspicuum, ‘Sweet Mac’ is one of almost 100 

hybrids of R. macgregoriae which is believed to be pollinated in the wilds of 

New Guinea by butterflies, hybridizing freely with several species.  Discovered 

in 1890, R. macgregoriae was not grown widely until 1955 but is now a 

popular choice for hybridizing vireyas with its abundant blooms.       Page 14                                                                                                                    



In South Australia Gardens… 
Rhododendrons thrive in the Mediterranean climate in the state of South 

Australia with its warm, dry summers and mild winters.    

 
 

MARS member Olivera who resides in South Australia not far from Adelaide was 

pleased to share this photo of Rhododendron ‘Kallista’ that has just come into 

bloom.   A stunning Australia-raised hybrid of lindleyi and nuttallii, R. ‘Kallista’ has 

larger, slightly fragrant flowers and more of them than the parents.   

In California, ‘Kallista’ is grown in pots and moved to a greenhouse for the winter. 
Photo:  Olivera Waterman                                                                                                  Page 15        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rhododendron ‘Noyo Chief’ 

 

 
Photos:  Olivera Waterman                                                                                              Page 16 

 

 

 

Rhododendron ‘Autumn 

Twist’ is a low-growing 

azalea in the Encore series. 

‘Autumn Twist’ is fairly 

hardy to Zone 7 (-17 C.) but 

seems to do well in warmer 

climates. 

 
Orange Azalea 

in the garden of Olivera Waterman      



Meanwhile – at nearby Mount Lofty Botanic Garden in South Australia….. 

97 hectares await with trails and floral delights.  Olivera sends these photos of 

plants and unusual garden visitors from Mt. Lofty! 

 

 
 

The Rhododendron Gully at Mt. Lofty 
                                                                                                         Page 17 



You know you’re in Australia when the hungry garden visitors are 

kangaroos and not our ubiquitous deer….. or rabbits! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Resident Kangaroo at Mt. Lofty 

Botanic Garden, South Australia 

 
Pink azaleas not yet nibbled by 

kangaroo or native deer 

 
 

 Can you see 

the furry 

visitor in the  

undergrowth? 



MARS Propagates 

News From the Propagation Group 
By Katherine Wasiak & 
Glen Jamieson 
 

Fall Cutting Workshop 
Recently, members of the MARS 
Propagation Team spent a productive 
few days propagating rhododendrons 
and companion plants.  

 
Rose and Allan prepare cuttings 

 

On October 12, Rose Prufer, Linda 
Nicol and Katherine Wasiak visited 
several MARS members’ gardens 
(Jamieson, Dawson, House, Hamilton) 
and took cuttings under Rose’s 
careful supervision. It proved to be 
quite an educational experience. 
 

 
Linda & Marilyn write labels. 

 

 On October 13, the above group 
assisted by Marilyn Dawson, Allan 
Melnychuk and Glen Jamieson 
prepared and planted more than 
1280 cuttings.  

 

 
Glen & Allan plant cuttings 

 
The planted cuttings 

 

These cuttings will overwinter in the 
three MARS propagators located at 
the homes of Glen Jamieson, David 
Landry and Diane Henders (each 
propagator holds about 200 cuttings); 
the VIU G.R. Paine Horticulture 
Centre greenhouse (about 320 
cuttings); and the remainder are on 
heating pads in covered trays at the 
homes of Kathy and Guy Loyer, 
Marilyn Dawson and Katherine 
Wasiak.                                  Page 19 

 



 
A MARS Propagator 

 

Some of the smaller cuttings were 
planted in cotton tea bags, an 
experimental approach for us that is 
described by Marc Colombel in the 
fall 2022 JARS. This will hopefully 
allow us to monitor root 
development without disturbing the 
plants, and since cotton rots, the 
plants can be potted still in their tea 
bags! 

 
Experimental rooting of cuttings in tea bags. 

 
MARS welcomes and values the 
collaborative relationship being 
developed with the VIU Horticulture 
Centre, which has generously 

provided space in their greenhouse 
for MARS and NRS cuttings, in 
addition to their own student 
projects over the winter.  
 
A special thanks goes out to the 
Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 
(NRS), which is kindly checking 
weekly on the MARS cuttings when 
they monitor their own cuttings, also 
at the G.R. Paine Centre greenhouse.  
 
Exciting Project Coming Soon 
 

 
Siting the footings for the  

Milner Shade House 
 

Over the past year, NRS (John 
Deniseger and neighbour Brent 
Darnell) and MARS (Guy Loyer, Ross 
Renwick and Glen Jamieson) have 
worked with Geoff Ball (Milner 
Gardens and Woodland (MGW) 
Director) to build a 30 x 45 ft shade 
house and soon to be completed, a 
comparable grow-out field and 
nursery. 



 
John tightening the frame 

 

This project, generously funded by an 
anonymous donor, will create a 
shared space for “growing on” 
cuttings once they have been well 
rooted.   

 
Glen compacting the soil 

 

Through the spring and summer, the 
site was prepared, the shade house 
frame erected, the gravel base placed 
and spread and the shade cloth 
netting was put into place.  Later this 
fall, the deer fence, gravel base 
around the shade house, road base 
for the driveway entry, and water line 
installation should all be completed.  
  

 
The completed Shade House 

 

The project is located in a section of 
the property outside of the publicly 
accessible portion of the MGW). 
Once completed, the shade house 
and nursery space will be shared 
equally among MARS, NRS and MGW. 
 

 
Inside the Shade House 



With the completion of the shade 
house and grow-out fields, MARS 
looks forward to assisting both NRS 
and VIU in monitoring plants in the 
shade house and the grow-out beds. 
 
Over the past few years, managing 
the MARS propagation program has 
been a challenge because plants have 
been scattered at various members’ 
homes. It is hoped that the addition 
of the new facilities at Milner will 
make it possible to consolidate the 
program, making it easier to maintain 
and monitor.  
 

 
Looking toward the outside grow out area 

 
Why Propagate 
Propagating rhododendrons and 
companion plants is an increasingly 
important project for MARS. With the 
loss of many of our regional 
rhododendron hybridizers and 
wholesalers, acquiring sufficient 
rhododendrons for the MARS Spring 
Plant Sale has become a major 
challenge. 

 
By propagating our own plants MARS 
can better provide the public with a 
wider variety of the more interesting 
plants, which are better suited to 
survive well in our area.  In addition, 
selling our own plants ensures that 
the MARS Spring Plant Sale is a 
profitable fundraiser for the group.  
 
Join the Propagation Team 
It does take time and TLC to get from 
fresh cuttings to saleable plant -- 
usually about 2-4 years of monitored 
growing. 
 
Consider this your invitation to join 
the MARS propagation team and 
assist in this important and fulfilling 
activity.  The work is not hard, is quite 
educational, is very social and 
typically only takes a few days of 
concentrated work per year, notably 
to set up rooting of cuttings in the fall 
and the potting of cuttings into pots 
in the spring. The rest of the time is 
devoted to simply watering and 
watching the plants grow. By 
spreading the work among more 
members, then everyone’s workload 
is greatly reduced! 
                                                  Page 22 

 

 
                   



Autumn on Vancouver Island 

 
                                Berberis in Chris’ Garden in Nanaimo      Photo: Chris Southwick 

 

 

Cornus ‘Cherokee Sunset’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Cornus ‘Cherokee Sunset’ 
Photo:  Judy Wood 

 
Virginia Creeper in a Cedar at Guy 

and Kathy’s Garden 
Photo:  Guy Loyer                   Page 23 



In Sue and Garth’s Comox Garden… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Schizostylis coccinea 

(Kaffir Lily from South Africa) 
 

Photos:  Garth Wedemire 

 
Colchicum (Autumn Crocus) 

A member of the Lily family 

 
                       Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Jelena’ 

 
Disanthus cercidifolius is grown for its brilliant 

autumn colours – yellow to red to purple.  A 

superb shrub for the woodland garden.     

 

Hamamelis ‘Jelena’ bears large, 

orange/coppery flowers in early 

to mid winter then brilliant 

orange and red foliage in autumn.  

A great all-season shrub. 

 
                                          Page 24 



Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden 

Rhododendron ‘Mary Fleming’ 

 

Rhododendron ‘Mary Fleming’ is a lovely froth of pale creamy-yellow 

with salmon highlights, and a welcome sight in early to mid April in my 

garden.    

A semi-dwarf reaching 1 ½ to 3 feet and hardy to -28 Celsius, ‘Mary 

Fleming’ is a very desirable shrub, especially in the colder parts of the 

range for rhododendrons.  To add to the accolades, ‘Mary Fleming’ is 

sun and heat tolerant – a huge bonus should the Heat Dome return as 

we all expect.  

Hybridized in 1972 by Guy Nearing in New Jersey, ‘Mary Fleming’ is a 

cross of (racemosum x keiskei) x keiskei.  Leaves are small, attractive 

through spring and bronze when young.                      Page 25 

Words and photos:  Linda Derkach 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thriving at first, R. ‘Mary Fleming’ sulked when I moved her to an apparently 

undesirable situation – I thought she would be happy!  Whatever the problem she 

has come roaring back in her new prime location with high hopes riding on her to 

produce once again her lovely cream and salmon blossoms, much loved by the 

early bees – and me!                                                                   Page 26  

 

This incredibly pretty shrub sports 

small leaves that emerge bronze, 

are green though spring and 

summer, turning bronze again for 

the winter.   
 

Named Rhododendron of the Year 

by some of the coldest and 

warmest regions in the ARS, ‘Mary 

Fleming’ is a winner especially for 

the small garden. 
 

Surprisingly, it has not yet received 

the Award of Garden Merit from 

the Royal Horticultural Society!!!  



MARS General Meeting 

Wednesday, October 19, 2022 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

Meeting Notes 

Vice-President Dave Landry 

conducted the October meeting a 

week later than usual, our regular 

space being taken up by advance poll 

voters; he got right down to business.  

 

Membership 

 Guy Loyer reminded the audience 

that annual fees are due and that 

there will be a draw at the end of 

November for all those who have 

paid for the current season.  The 

winner will have 2024 fees waived. 

Membership stands at 89. 

 

Propagation 

Katherine Wasiak, Propagation Chair 

gave a spirited account of their latest 

adventure where Rose Prufer led two 

others around to member gardens 

showing them the intricacies of 

taking cuttings for growing on this 

winter. Over the next two days, a few 

stalwart souls prepared, planted and 

labelled 1286 mostly rhododendrons 

into trays. They will spend the next 

few months either in the club’s 

propagation areas or on heat mats in 

a few members’ homes before they 

are potted up. 

Fall into Gardening 

Glen Jamieson reminded everyone of 

the Fall into Gardening event on 

Sunday, October 23rd, with four 

speakers addressing climate change 

and the garden.  Marilyn Dawson, a 

member of the FIG committee, 

offered to accept funds from anyone 

who had not yet registered. 

 

MARS Christmas Party 

The Christmas party date is set for 

December 14 at the Civic Centre with 

Joanne Hamilton and other members 

of the Floral Arts Club demonstrating 

their expertise. More details soon. 

 

Door Prizes 

For this meeting there was no raffle. 

Instead, six door prizes were given 

away. 

 

Speaker 

Dorothee Kieser, a member of both 

the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 

and Vancouver Island Master 

Gardeners gave an informative 

presentation on Native Plants for the 

Woodland Garden.   

 

Meeting adjourned: 9:35 pm 
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the Garden in 

MARS Executive Committee 

2021 – 2022 
President – Dawn House 

dl.house@telus.net 

Vice-President – David Landry 

david.landry@shaw.ca 

Secretary – Karen Bennett 

karenbennett51@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Ray Walker 

jrjiffy@shaw.ca 

Past President – Glen Jamieson 

glenjo2@yahoo.ca 

Directors: 

Tony Ansdell 

ansdella@shaw.ca 

Marilyn Dawson 

dawsom@shaw.ca 

Linda Derkach 

lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Guy Loyer 

guyloyer@gmail.com 

Kathy Loyer 

kathyloyer@telus.net 

Rose Prufer 

ramapo@telus.net 

 
 

Committees and Activities 
Facebook – Rose Prufer 

Garden Tour – Karen Bennett & 

                           Joanne Hamilton 

Membership – Guy Loyer 

Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach 

Programs – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Katherine Wasiak 

Species Garden – Marilyn Dawson 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 
 

Member Care 

Refreshments – Noelle Melnychuk                                

Greeters – Susan Blacklin & 

                    Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator – Tony Ansdell                  

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 
 

Members are welcome to attend 

MARS Executive Committee 

meetings anytime. 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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