
                  
                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mount Arrows  

 

  

MARS Christmas Party! 
Wednesday, December 14 

 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
 

Please see Page 3  

for details 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

Our MARS Christmas 

Celebration 
 

Wednesday, December 14 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
 

 

        Wednesday, November 30 

Last day for a chance to win 

a FREE Membership for 2024 

in  

MARS and the ARS 
 

Be sure to see Guy and renew 

your Membership by 

November 30 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

December 2022    Volume 35    Issue 10 

Cover Photo:   

Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ 

on the MARS 2008 Mother’s Day  

Garden Tour, Qualicum Beach 

Photo:  Linda Derkach 
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Mahonia x media ‘Charity’ 

Beloved by hummingbirds in winter, 

fragrant, evergreen, deer and bunny 

resistant.  The native mahonia will 

attract cedar waxwings in summer. 
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Winter Bloomers 

 
Arbutus unedo ‘Compacta’ with 

fruit and flowers in November - a 

wonderful four-season small 

evergreen tree for every garden.  

 
Viburnum tinus ‘Spring Bouquet’  

Evergreen and blooming in December! 
Photos:  Linda Derkach 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Doors NOT Open Until 5:00 pm 

Please do not come early!! 

Appies:  5:15 pm 

Dinner:  6:00 pm 
Turkey with Gravy and Potluck  

RSVP: Marilyn Dawson dawsom@shaw.ca or 752-3694 

Special:  Christmas/Winter Floral Arts & Auction  

Please bring… 
• The Potluck Dish you signed up for  

• A beverage (alcohol not permitted in CC) 

Please do NOT bring… 
• Cutlery, dishes, glasses (all supplied) 

And for our annual charitable donations… 
• Cash donation for SOS and the Salvation Army 

• Food donation for the Food Bank 

We need to know if you are coming so that we have 

plenty of turkey for everyone! Contact Marilyn! 
                                                                                              Page 3 

 
Penguins on Ice                  E. Derkach 

MARS  

Christmas Party 

Wednesday,  

December 14 
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

 

5 pm to 9 pm 

mailto:dawsom@shaw.ca


       MARS Christmas Parties Past 
 

Marilyn Dawson 

 

Ever since MARS was founded in 

1989, the Christmas party has played 

an important part in its social fabric.  
 

For the first few years, dinner was a 

dress-up affair at local restaurants 

with names like The George Inn, 

Sunset Inn, Old College Inn that no 

longer exist.  Buffet menus were 

designed to please a wide range of 

appetites, with the main course 

usually being roast beef or chicken 

although the 1993 splurge at Island 

Hall in Parksville offered a choice of 

turkey or ham and a more mouth-

watering array of desserts. 

 

 

 

 

 

For some couples it was an expensive 

night out by 1990 standards. Dinner 

was $18 per person and rising every 

year, although in the early years the 

club did pay for taxes and tips.  
 

Members were encouraged to bring a 

gift worth $5-6 to exchange with 

other members and a wrapped gift 

for the SOS. On the menu there was a 

happy hour before dinner, 

presumably the bar bill being another 

expense. By 1997, the happy “hour” 

was reduced to 30 minutes, no 

reason given. 

 

 

 

 

 

There was often entertainment or an 

auction; members who attended 

called it a fun evening but by the 

early 2000s, the club was being urged 

to make it less costly and more 

appealing to all the membership, 

including those who lived in Port 

Alberni or other far-off areas.  
 

For a few years, long time members 

Terry Richmond and Ann DeBrincat 

provided the turkey and had it 

cooked in Port Alberni before being 

transported to Qualicum, and that 

formed the basis of a new pattern of 

Christmas parties at Rotary House on 

Fern, potluck appies, sides and 

desserts with the aforementioned 

turkey.  

 

 

 



Members took over the facility with 

its full kitchen for the day. Christmas 

centrepieces made by club members 

adorned the tables and were later 

won by members.  Little by little 

donations for the needy expanded 

and members abandoned the ideas 

of gifts for each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

Times change. In 2015, Treasurer Ray 

Walker with his wife Jane offered 

their San Pareil home as the new site 

for the Christmas party and they 

continued to do until the pandemic in 

2020 called a halt.  
 

At first the turkey came from Port 

Alberni, a daunting task for Ann who 

took over cooking the bird when the 

restaurant closed and then bringing 

dinner over the Hump in what could 

be bad weather.   
 

One year it was snowing in Port. She 

wouldn’t be driving. What to do? She 

checked the bus depot. It could take 

the bird. Arrangements had already 

been made for Joanne Hamilton to 

pick it up at the Parksville bus station.  
 

Said Ann, “The depot on your side of 

the Hump decided to take a snow day 

so the bus carried on to Nanaimo.”   

A frantic series of phone messages 

ensued. Where was Tom? Eventually 

a persistent lady at the depot rifled 

through all the packages to find him 

and ship him back north.  
 

Finally, Tom and Joanne were united 

and he was headed for the oven, 

evidently no worse the wear for his 

travels. Everyone declared him 

delicious and the Travelling Tom story 

was born.   
 

There was no sequel. The following 

year, Qualicum Foods offered to 

cook, slice and deliver their Q-birds, 

which solved the turkey dinner 

problem; members continued to 

bring the rest, until Covid put a stop 

to eating out with a crowd 

in 2020.  
 

This year’s dinner at the QB Civic 

Centre is a return to somewhat more 

normal times.           
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Art:  Elaine Derkach 
                                                                                                                                                       



MARS Photography Evening 

January 11, 2023 
Digital Entries only please  

 

Deadline:  January 3, 2023 
 

Once again, we are featuring photos from our fellow Marsians for this evening of 

great photography. 

We encourage everyone to send up to 12 of their favourite photos as per the 

instructions below: 

 

1. Email your digital photos 

Please email to Glen Jamieson at 

glenj02@yahoo.ca with “MARS Photo night” in the subject line.  Glen will prepare 

a PowerPoint presentation with all entries. 

 

2. Email instructions 

On the subject line, please put the name of the rhododendron, garden, plant or 

scene - if known.  

 

3. Subjects 

This is not a contest, and pictures you have taken that showcase your garden or 

plants, special photos that you took on garden tours or in someone else’s garden, 

etc. are all welcome. 

 

4. Presentation 

Participants are welcome to comment on their photos when they are 

presented…if they wish. 

 

Deadline for Submission:  January 3, 2020 
 

 
                                                                                                                                               Page 6 
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Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden 

Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ 

 
Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ in my garden in 2014. 

 

Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ once was mine.  I loved her at first sight – and she knew 

it so she bloomed accordingly.  But sadly, I did not appreciate her obvious charms 

– masses of waxy, bell-shaped flowers, handsome dark green leaves and 

especially her compact demeanor.  My attention was elsewhere – perhaps with 

the pinks and corals – who knows.  And eventually, she stopped blooming for me.  

My fault!!  I did not give her what she needed – a place in the sun – room to grow 

– and clearly the attention she felt she deserved. 

 

Just her name should have given me a clue – Carmen!  Spanish, beauteous, 

passionate, demanding and hot-blooded.  I was no match for her so she began to 

pout – and bloom less and less each year until she was but a sad shadow of her 

former self.  I had broken her spirit.                                                                 Page 7 



Fortunately, I saw the writing on the wall, and in order to save her life I gave her 

away to Guy and Kathy who have nurtured and brought her back to her true 

glory.  And in May sometimes, I go to visit, admire and photograph this 

outstanding dwarf rhododendron hybridized by Rothschild in 1934.  She has 

clearly stood the test of time.  For Greer says that everyone loves ‘Carmen’ at first 

sight.      

 
My Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ in Guy and Kathy’s Garden in 2021. 

 

Now that she has a situation befitting her stature in the rhododendron world,  

my former ‘Carmen’ is thriving in a lovely sunny spot.  She has taken her place as 

one of the best dwarf red hybrids and is hardy to -18 Celsius to boot.  For those 

who grow R. forrestii, her parentage is clear.  She is a cross of R. sanguineum ssp. 

didymum x forrestii (Repens Group). 
 

If you are looking for a very handsome, dwarf rhododendron that is attractive in 

and out of bloom and want a hit of smashing red in your garden, ‘Carmen’ may be 

for you.  She blooms as a young plant and is reliable as she ages and grows.  

Loving sun but not heat tolerant, she would probably appreciate some dappled 

shade from the hot afternoon sun when the next Heat Dome arrives.   
 

I hope she has at last forgiven me!     
 

Text and photos:  Linda Derkach                                                                                       Page 8 



MARS Needs You!! 
Our members are critical to the exciting, educational and fun opportunities that 

are guaranteed with a MARS Membership. 
 

Please Renew Your Membership Today 
At the bargain price of $30, your membership in MARS and the ARS is renewed 

from January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023.  MARS subsidizes all members by 

paying the US Exchange rate. 
 

Here are some ways to pay: 

At Our Monthly Meetings 
At in-person meetings in October and November, Guy Loyer is happy to receive 

your cheque payable to MARS, or cash.  If paying with cash, please make sure Guy 

records it on the spot. 
 

Mail 
Please mail your cheque to: 

MARS 

PO Box 342 

Qualicum Beach BC     V9K 1S8 
 

Interact e-Transfer 
Send an eTransfer for $30 to "treasurer@marsrhodos.ca. Use “What's this for” for 

your question with the answer "Membership". 
 

In Person 
You can also drop off your membership to the Loyer’s home, 871 View Road, 

Qualicum Beach, at the front door in the mailbox. If cash please put your name on 

the envelope so we know who it is from.                                                Page 9     
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VIU Rhododendron 

Revival Research 
 

Hello, Rhododendron members from 

Nanaimo, Cowichan Valley, and 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron 

Societies and Members of Milner 

Gardens and Woodland! 
 

My name is Kurstin Rispin and I am 

currently a Vancouver Island 

University (VIU) student in the 

Horticulture Technician Foundation 

Program. I completed my summer 

practicum at Milner Gardens and 

Woodland (Milner Gardens) and 

continue to work there on weekends 

this semester.  
 

I am a research assistant contributing 

to the Rhododendron Revival 

Research (RRR) in partnership with 

VIU Horticulture, Milner Gardens, and 

the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 

(NRS).  
 

The purpose of this monthly 

newsletter contribution is to provide 

a regular update on the progress of 

the RRR. My role in the research 

includes monitoring and managing 

the environmental conditions where 

the rhododendron cuttings are 

propagated and tracking cutting 

progress through daily record-

keeping.  
 

A highlight of the research will be 

attending and presenting our findings 

at the monthly NRS meetings and 

sending out monthly updates in the 

newsletter about our progress in the 

project over the coming months.  
 

My first update begins on October 

20, the same day the rhododendron 

cuttings were collected at Milner 

Gardens. VIU Horticulture students 

and faculty along with Milner 

Gardens staff and volunteers began 

our day with a wonderful talk and 

tour of the Greig Rhododendron 

Species Garden (GRSG) hosted by  

Chris Southwick and John Deniseger.  
 

Chris and John shared their wealth of 

knowledge including the importance 

of rhododendron conservation and 

the diversity of the plants as a 

species. John and Chris provided our 

class with a foundational 

understanding of the importance of 

these plants.  Another takeaway from 

the cutting collection day is the 

importance of botanical gardens, 

such as Milner Gardens, and garden 

stewards like Geoff Ball, Executive 

Director of Milner Gardens, and 

Denise Winter, Horticulture 

coordinator of Milner Gardens.    



The teaching and learning purpose of 

the GRSG was highlighted as it 

showcased rhododendrons at local 

and global scales.  This shared 

learning experience helped shape 

students’ perception of 

rhododendrons and their cultural 

importance.   

 

 
VIU Horticulture Students and Faculty, 

Milner Gardens Volunteers with Chris 

Southwick and John Deniseger from 

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society 

 

For the research, Jess Lee, research 

partner and student, Richard Bernier, 

our guest master gardener, and 

Milner volunteer, and I took 

hardwood cuttings from three 

hybrids chosen by Denise.  

The rhododendrons selected were 

‘Doctor Stocker’, ‘Blue Peter’, and 

‘Beauty of Littleworth’. Denise 

selected these particular 

rhododendrons because of the 

availability of plant material, 

commercial viability, and public 

interest.  

 

 
VIU Horticulture Students (left) Jess Lee and 

Kurstin Rispin along with Milner Gardens 

Volunteer Richard Bernier, collecting 

Rhododendron cuttings 

 

Later that evening, along with the 

help of Christine Quist, VIU 

Horticulture Acting Chair and 

Research Supervisor, and Jess, we 

prepared 96 rhododendron cuttings 

and “stuck” them in 2.25” pots. The 

rhododendron cuttings are now cozily 

housed in the misting tent at the 

Paine Centre, where I will monitor 

them. Updates and more information 

will be provided at the next NRS 

meeting on Tuesday, November 10. 
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VIU Horticulture students (left) Kurstin 

Rispin and Jess Lee with Rhododendron 

cuttings 

 

Thank you all for your contributions 

to the project and continued learning 

of VIU Horticulture students.  A 

special thank you to Chris and John 

for starting off our first day of the 

project with a hit!  

 

Kurstin Rispin, Rhododendron Revival 

Research Project Research Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Rhododendron strigillosum in the garden of 

Chris Southwick is elegant even as we 

approach winter, and stunning with 

brilliant red trusses atop unusual narrow 

perfect leaves in March.           Page 12 
 

Photos:  Chris Southwick 

Top right:  Rhododendron strigillosum 

is underplanted with Ostrich ferns 

(Matteuccia struthiopteris) which 

tends to be rather thuggish and other 

meandering ground covers.   

But strigillosum is up to it. 

Hardy to -15 Celsius with bright green 

rather narrow leaves that sport stiff 

bristles and dense indumentum.  

Blood red flowers are stunning.   
 

Photos:  Chris Southwick  



As Summer Turns to Autumn on Vancouver Island 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rhododendron ‘PJM’ takes on 

burnished tones of autumn then 

becomes green again spring. 

 
Hummingbirds love Salvia ‘Hot Lips’ that 

thrive in full sun, very well-drained soil with 

protection from winter-wet from nearby 

cedar trees. 

Brugmansia (Angels’ 

Trumpets) puts on a 

spectacular show in 

Judy’s sunny south-

facing garden.   In a 

pot, this tender 

southern beauty will 

reside in a frost-free 

environment for 

winter.  

But now she was still 

thrilling passers-by 

in late October and 

early November.   

 

Photos:  Linda Derkach 

Beautiful Garden:  Judy Millicheap 
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Acer palmatum in a Fanny Bay garden. 
Photo:  Ron Sutton 

 
Early November in Qualicum Village…. 

 
Acer palmatum ‘ Green Cascade’ 

is a charming Japanese maple that 

goes from fabulous in spring to 

spectacular in autumn! 

Holds the Award of Garden Merit 

from the Royal Horticulture Society. 
Photo:  Linda Derkach          Page 14 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Autumn in the Village 

In November, the turning of the leaves in Qualicum Beach 

 

A lovely autumn scene 

caught on camera just 

down the road from 

Bob’s house in 

Parksville.   

 

Creative and 

captivating 

combinations 

serve to make a group 

of plants a spectacular 

garden!! 
                        Page 15 

Photo:  Bob Baird 



In Fanny Bay in Ron’s Garden… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Acer palmatum ‘Ariadne’  

sutton 

Rhododendron ‘Landmark’    

 
Rhododendron ‘Molalla’    

(Deciduous azalea)    

 
Photos:  Ron Sutton 

 

                                                     Page 16 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Acer palmatum ‘Osakazuki’  

 
Nerine bowdenii    
 

Photos:  Margot Moser                 Page 17 

 
Acer circinatum   

Our native Vine Maple 

In Margot’s Nanoose Bay garden, 

rhododendrons share their rocky 

outcrops with alpine treasures, 

native plants and friendly 

woodlanders. 

Acer circinatum is a lovely, small 

native tree perfect for smaller 

gardens.   

Acer ‘Osakazuki’ has some of the 

best fall colour of the Japanese 

maples.  In autumn sunshine – it is 

on fire.   

A large clump of the pink, South 

African native bulb Nerine bowdenii 

is always a surprise in autumn.  

Loves rocky, well-drained soil, full 

sun and protection from winter wet.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Garden Tasks in Late Fall 
Linda Derkach 

Leaves 

Leaves are a gift from Mother Nature.  They are a natural and organic compost 

and mulch.  So rather than working against nature, most leaves can be raked into 

beds and borders to act as an organic mulch, giving shelter to the little bugs and 

organisms that inhabit the soil and benefit our plants.  And they are a great mulch 

to feed our plants and shrubs.  Gone are the days of piling up leaves and burning 

them in the gutter – they are just too valuable to waste.   

Leaves should be raked off your grass – if you still have some.   If you have too 

many for your beds and borders, they can be bagged in large plastic bags to 

create leaf mould – a great amendment to your soil in a few months.  If the leaves 

seem too big or too thick, run them over with your lawn mower before bagging or 

using directly on the soil.   

 

 

  

Acer ‘Bloodgood’ is brilliant in fall, and 

even better as the leaves fall gently to 

provide mulch and nourishment to the 

ferns, hellebores and rhododendrons that 

lie beneath.  A perfect symbiotic 

relationship and no work for the gardener.   Page 18 

 

Nandina ‘Gulf 

Stream’ with a 

mulch of 

Japanese maple 

leaves that just 

fell from above. 



 

Water 
While we are blowing out sprinkler systems and pulling in vulnerable hoses, we 

also need to make sure that our rhododendrons have enough water going into 

winter.  Seems strange to be concerned about this – especially with the 

atmospheric rivers that keep coming at us.  But areas under evergreens can 

remain quite dry and plants that reside there will need irrigation before a hard 

freeze.  These sites are also good places to put plants that love dry shade.  

Epimediums, pulmonaria and even hellebores once established can manage 

drought conditions quite well.  

Wherever you can, think about how to direct water from your roof and your 

hardscape into the garden so as not to waste any precious rain water.    

 

 

This rhododendron and the 

primula at its feet benefit 

from the leaves being raked 

off the lawn and on to the 

soil.   

A recent renovation offered a 

golden opportunity to utilize 

rainwater from the roof right 

to this rhododendron which is 

especially grateful as it resides 

in a hot, sunny part of the 

garden and really needs the 

irrigation.  Getting lots of 

water into the soil in the rainy 

season will help plants survive 

better during our long, hot 

summer-dry conditions. 



Hummingbirds  

Year Round 
Getting Through the Winter 

 
Note:  Every year at this time, we are 

reminded that our feathered friends 

really need us.  During some recent 

very cold winters, Vancouver 

Islanders have come up with very 

creative ways to keep the Hummer 

food at just the right temperature:  

wrapping with Christmas lights, 

hanging a lightbulb nearby, keeping 

one feeder inside ready to go out 

when the other freezes, etc.   

Here is one solution.   
 

For over seven years our area of 

Vancouver Island has been 

blessed with the year-round 

residency of Anna’s hummingbird 

that overwinters in our 

backyards instead of taking the 

long and hazardous trek to 

Mexico.   We are the envy of 

many parts of the world.  But 

with this gift comes a heady 

responsibility – to make sure 

that once they become 

dependent on food in our 

gardens, we keep it coming even 

through the coldest days and 

nights.    

 

Some folks address this issue by 

bringing the feeder in at night 

and taking out at dawn – when 

the birds become active and 

really need some sustenance.  

Not wishing to get up at the 

crack of dawn during the coldest 

days, the resident birdman at 

my house – Al - created and 

erected a system for keeping 

the hummer food from freezing 

over night – thus ensuring their 

survival till spring.   

 

A brooder or heat lamp was 

mounted about a foot from the 

feeder.  Connected to a 

thermostat, the brooder light 

comes on at about 1 or 2 

degrees.  During our very cold 

days and nights, the brooder 

light burns brightly, keeping the 

hummingbird sugar water at 

“hummer temp” and our 

feathered friends humming 

along.  As a bonus, a little bird 

has discovered the bracing piece 



that holds the feeder under the 

eave and spends the night there 

warm and cozy.   

 

And for those concerned about 

electricity usage, I am assured 

that this system is very 

inexpensive – and may save a 

precious bird from a sad fate.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birdman added a shiny, red bow 

to make sure all the 

hummingbirds in the area know 

where they can get 

sustenance…sort of a special 

Christmas gift. 
 

 

 

Linda & Al Derkach 
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MARS General Meeting 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

November 9, 2022 at 7:30 pm 

Minutes 

 

Vice-President David Landry chaired 

the meeting. 

 

Program 

Glen Jamieson introduced John 

Deniseger who gave his presentation 

on “Why I Grow Rhododendrons”.   

 

Christmas Party  

The party will be held Wednesday, 

December 14 from 5:15 to 9 pm at 

the QBCC.  Marilyn Dawson asked 

that members indicate on the sign-up 

sheet if they plan to attend and also 

choose which potluck item they will 

bring.   

 

Milner Gardens Species Garden  

Marilyn Dawson announced that the 

species garden will have Christmas 

lights this year, and asked for 

volunteers to help with installation. 

Please contact Marilyn if you are 

interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mars Bus Tour   

Linda Derkach presented tentative 

plans for the bus tour for our 

members.  It will likely be during the 

first week in May, and will travel 

down Island, with various stops along 

the way to the Cowichan Valley, an 

overnight, and on to Victoria and 

return.  She asked for suggestions for 

good gardens.  The MARS Executive 

will likely subsidize the cost of the 

bus for MARS members. 

 

Mother’s Day Garden Tour  

Karen Bennett reported that we 

currently have five gardens for the 

tour and are looking for more.  She 

asked that suggestions of gardens be 

sent to her.  

 

MARS Rhododendron Show and Sale 

Guy Loyer announced that letters 

have gone out to vendors, and Rose 

Prufer asked that plants for donation 

to the sale be potted up now, (i.e. 

hostas, astilbes, bulbs, etc.), and that 

they be labelled and in clean pots. 

 

There was one door prize plant and 

the raffle included three plants. 

 

Meeting adjourned:  9:00 pm 
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Date & Time Event Location 

Wednesday,  

December 14 

5:00 pm 

MARS Christmas Party 

 

QB Civic Centre 

(QBCC) 

Wednesday, 

January 11, 2023 

7:30 pm 

MARS General Meeting 

Members’ Photo Night  

QB Civic Centre 

Saturday,  

January 21 

9:00  

Victoria Master Gardeners 

Mixing It Up: 

Evolving Gardens 2023 

www.victoriamastergardeners.org 

Mary Winspear 

Centre, Sidney 

Saturday 

February 4, 2023 

Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday QB Civic Centre 

Wednesday, 

February 8   

7:30 pm 

MARS General Meeting 

Tamara Dinter: 

Healthy Soil 

QB Civic Centre 

Sunday, 

February 26 

Sue Milliken & Kelly Dodson of 

Far Reaches Nursery,  

Port Townsend, Washington 

ZOOM 

This program will be 

recorded. 

Wednesday,  

March 8 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Plant Culture Round Table 

Discussion 

QB Civic Centre 

Wednesday, 

April 12 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

TBA 

QB Civic Centre 

April 19 – 23, 2023  American Rhododendron Society 

Spring Convention 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Saturday, April 22 

10 am to 2 pm 

MARS Rhododendron Show and 

Sale 

Qualicum Beach 

Curling Club 

Wednesday, 

 May 10 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Margot Moser:  Ferns 

QB Civic Centre 

May 13 & May 14 

10 to 4 each day 

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend 

Garden Tour 

Qualicum Beach 

Parksville & Nanoose 
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the Garden in 

MARS Executive Committee 

2022 – 2023 
President – Dawn House 

dl.house@telus.net 

Vice-President – David Landry 

david.landry@shaw.ca 

Secretary – Karen Bennett 

karenbennett51@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Ray Walker 

jrjiffy@shaw.ca 

Past President – Glen Jamieson 

glenjo2@yahoo.ca 

Directors: 

Tony Ansdell 

ansdella@shaw.ca 

Marilyn Dawson 

dawsom@shaw.ca 

Linda Derkach 

lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Guy Loyer 

guyloyer@gmail.com 

Kathy Loyer 

kathyloyer@telus.net 

Rose Prufer 

ramapo@telus.net 

 
 

Committees and Activities 
Facebook – Rose Prufer 

Garden Tour – Karen Bennett & 

                           Joanne Hamilton 

Membership – Guy Loyer 

Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach 

Programs – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Katherine Wasiak 

Species Garden – Marilyn Dawson 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 
 

Member Care 

Refreshments – Noelle Melnychuk                                

Greeters – Susan Blacklin & 

                    Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator – Tony Ansdell                  

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 
 

Members are welcome to attend 

MARS Executive Committee 

meetings anytime. 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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