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Starting the Year Off Right! 
 

January 11 Members’ Photo 

                Night 

February 4 – Qualicum Beach 

                Seedy Saturday 
 

February 8 – Tamara Dinter on 

                Healthy Soil 
 

February 23 Rare Companion 

Plants at Far Reaches Botanical 

Conservancy with Kelly Dodson 

and Sue Milliken (via ZOOM) 
 

  See Page 30 for more information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, January 11 

7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

Members’ Photo Night 

Submission Deadline:  Jan 3 
 

 

 

     
Jasminum nudiflorum 

blooming in a January garden 

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

January 2023    Volume 36    Issue 1 

Cover Photo:  

Rhododendron campanulatum var. 

aeruginosum grown by Harry Wright at his 

Haida Gold garden in Courtenay in 2011.   
Photo:  Linda Derkach 

Rhodovine 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Sometimes Wonder.. 
Musings by Margot Moser 
 

“I sometimes wonder,” Grammy 
mused, 
“How old I’ll live to be 
When I no longer pull up weeds 
Without bending a knee? 
 

I wonder what age I will reach 
Before I’m forced to stop 
Washing my feet in the sink, 
Perched on the countertop? 
 

How long can I continue, 
Sans hat or gloves or shoes, 
To garden with impunity 
When, where and how I choose?” 

 

The Rhodovine 
In this issue… 
January Program ………………………..…..…      Page 3 

Christmas with MARS . . ………..……..……….. Page 4 

Rare Companion Plants Special …….…….     Page 6 

Autumn Gardens …….. …..…….………….…..... Page 7 

Rhododendrons for Smaller Gardens ……  Page 11 

How to Re-new Your Membership  …….... Page 17 

History in a Tofino Garden ………...….…….   Page 18 
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Photos and text:  Linda Derkach unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

 
Japanese maple in 

Hilary’s November garden. 

 
Viburnum tinus ‘Spring Bouquet’ 

blooming in January 

 

Text & Photos:  Linda Derkach 

 unless otherwise noted 



 

MARS Photography Evening 

January 11, 2023 
Digital Entries only please  

 

Deadline for Submission of Photos:  January 3, 2023 
 

Once again, we are featuring photos from our fellow Marsians for this evening of 

great photography. 

We encourage everyone to send up to 12 of their favourite photos as per the 

instructions below: 

 

1. Email your digital photos 

Please email to Glen Jamieson at 

glenj02@yahoo.ca with “MARS Photo night” in the subject line.  Glen will prepare 

a PowerPoint presentation with all entries. 

 

2. Email instructions 

On the subject line, please put the name of the rhododendron, garden, plant or 

scene - if known.  

 

3. Subjects 

This is not a contest, and pictures you have taken that showcase your garden or 

plants, special photos that you took on garden tours or in someone else’s garden, 

etc. are all welcome. 

 

4. Presentation 

Participants are welcome to comment on their photos when they are 

presented…if they wish. 

 

Deadline for Submission:  January 3, 2020 

 
                                                                                               Page 3 
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Marsians Gather for Christmas …. Safely 
 

Almost 50 MARS members came together at the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre to 
enjoy a scrumptious meal, chat with friends and enjoy watching the creation of 
unique and beautiful seasonal decorations by talented members of the  
Mid Island Floral Art Club. Following our “turkey with all the trimmings” and a 
table groaning with delectable desserts, Joanne, Laurene and Irene offered 
outstanding live demonstrations on how to create low-cost and stunning 
Christmas displays for table, porch and front door.   
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Joanne demonstrated the creation 

of various containers filled with 

fresh greenery and flowers.  Oasis 

and chicken wire are used to 

anchor boughs. Irene built a swag 

and shared a unique and easy way 

to make a wreath.  Laurene is a 

genius at re-purposing used and 

free items into one-of-a-kind 

Christmas and year-round décor 

using branches, evergreens, 

candles and bows.  
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Irene demonstrates the finer 

points, tips and tricks for 

making a door swag.   

 

Below are three arrangements 

created by Joanne, Irene and 

Laurene of Mid Island Floral 

Art Club.  All of the creations 

were donated to MARS for a 

lively auction that raised $505  

for local charities. 

   



Special Presentation for Vancouver Island 

Chapters & Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly and Sue have spent their lives learning and working with plants in nurseries, 

botanic gardens and on plant hunting expeditions.  They are owners of Far 

Reaches Farm whose extensive collection of plants is spectacularly unfocused.   

 The nursery has been featured in magazines such as Pacific Horticulture, 

Horticulture, Martha Stewart Living and in 2021, mentioned in the New York 

Times as “arguably the best nursery in the country for cool-climate perennials” 

and in Gardens Illustrated as “one of the best nurseries in the world.”  In addition, 

they are contributing editors for Fine Gardening magazine.   

They are also founding directors of Far Reaches Botanical Conservancy, a non-

profit whose mission is the acquisition and conservation of vulnerable plants of 

wild and cultivated origin that are new or rare in North America.  Visit them at 

www.farreachesfarm.com or www.farreachesbotanicalconservancy.org    Page 6  

Kelly and Sue take a look at uncommon to very rare introductions in the FRBC 

collection which are suitable to accompany Rhododendrons in the woodland 

garden.  Many of these were acquired on joint collecting trips with our good 

friend, whom you may have heard of, Steve Hootman.  Kidding of course!  There 

will be a bit of a plant hunting in the wild as well as seeing how these are 

performing for us in the Far Reaches of Port Townsend, Washington. 

 

 

Kelly Dodson & Sue Milliken 

Rare Companion 

Plants at  

Far Reaches  

Botanical Conservancy 
Thursday, February 23 at 7:30 pm     

Via ZOOM 

The Presentation will be recorded for 

later viewing. 

http://www.farreachesfarm.com/
http://www.farreachesbotanicalconservancy.org/


                                                                     

Autumn in the Garden of Vel and Dan 

 
Acer aconitifolium    

 

 
Aralia 

Photos:  Vel Rhodes                                                                                                             Page 7 



 
Callicarpa bodinieri   

 

 
Cladrastis kentukea    

Photos:  Vel Rhodes                                                                                                            Page 8 
 



 
Euonymus alatus ‘Compactus’  (Burning Bush) 

 

 
Ginkgo biloba and Viburnum plicatum 

Photos:  Vel Rhodes                                                                                        Page 9 



 
Sorbus commixta    

 

 
The berries of Phytolacca variegata 

                                             Page 10 

 

 



Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden 

Rhododendron ‘Kalinka’ 

 
Like every rhododendron worthy of acclaim, Rhododendron ‘Kalinka’ charms  in 

and out of bloom.  I am not sure if I was first attracted to the frilly, pink, poufy, 

debutante-like blooms or the handsome, dark green foliage.   

But it matters not as ‘Kalinka’ has been at peak performance since first she  

graced my garden at least ten years ago.    She is a stalwart, never failing to bloom 

every year with absolutely minimal effort on my part.  She has never been 

fertilized, pruned to keep in bounds, or fussed over.  When her blooms finally 

fade after at least three weeks, she welcomes the pruning of dead blossoms and 

any single, new buds emerging.   Thus she maintains her dense habit and feminine 

beauty.                                                                                                             Page 11 

May 17 



And because she is so compact, I didn’t notice that she was expanding steadily 

and is certainly not dwarf, but so compact, easy-going, disease-free and not a 

favourite of our west coast root weevils that I still consider her perfect for the 

smaller garden.  In fact, her glossy curving leaves deter weevils as they find it 

difficult to get a foothold on the edges they love to munch and thus move on to 

other easier pickings.    

 

Bloom time of course will vary slightly from year to year depending on the winter 

and ultimately spring weather.  Over the past dozen years, the earliest photo I 

have is May 12, but there were clearly lovely big deep pink buds present from 

early May.   Right from the early years, ‘Kalinka’ has never seemed like a 

struggling young plant needing coddling to become resilient and reliable. 

‘Kalinka’ has always been tough, reliable, independent and quite the opposite of 

needy or fallible.   

Rhododendron ‘Kalinka’ is a cross of ‘Morgenrot’ x (‘Mars’ x yakushimanum 

‘Koichiro Wada’).   She was hybridized by Hachmann in Germany and registered in 

1984.  So this beauty has withstood the test of time and emerged with flying 

colours.                                                                                                              Page 12 

May 20, 2012 



 

 
The lovely pink and frilly blooms and buds of R. ‘Kalinka’ shine brightly against the 

glossy, deep green leaves.  Here she is shown in two different years on May 12.   

‘Kalinka’ has never strived to become lanky or ungainly – she has always been a 

strapping, strong and compact plant with no tendencies to awkwardness.    

                                                                                                                                                    Page 13 

May 12 

May 12 



 

 

 

May 17 

May 17 

May 20 

Apparently I am not alone. 

Great Plant Picks considers 

Rhododendron ‘Kalinka’ an 

‘unbeatable plant for our 

maritime Northwest 

gardens’.   

 

Nice to know she has lots of 

fans! 

‘Kalinka’ is hardy to 

 – 23 Celsius (- 10 F.)  

She is situated to 

receive plenty of sun in 

order to form dozens 

of flower buds but 

receives some relief 

from the late 

afternoon, hot sun.   

Her leaves have never 

been burned.  



 
 

 
                                                                                                                             Page 15 

Rhododendron ‘Kalinka’ is 

never the prima donna.  She 

plays nicely with all the 

plants who share her space – 

Ribes ‘White Icicle’, Cotinus 

coggygria ‘Palace Purple’, 

azaleas ‘Strawberry Ice’ and 

‘Golden Lights’.   

 

What a thrill to see an 

elegant plant covered with 

dozens of perfectly beautiful 

blooms.  

 

May 20 

On May 23, 2020, 

‘Kalinka’ was starting 

to fade a little. 

 

We probably had a 

warmer start to 

spring in that year. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

In 2022, our very cold and wet 

spring pushed our bloom time 

back so that many May bloomers 

were still looking fabulous in June. 

 

Here on May 28, ‘Kalinka’ still has 

buds to open.   

And now it is December 2022.  

‘Kalinka’ has come through the Heat 

Dome of June 2021 with sustained 

temperatures well over 30 C. and 

several deep freezes the ensuing 

winter – and without a dent or scratch.   

Rhododendron ‘Kalinka’ is a superior 

plant and I highly recommend her – 

especially if you love beautiful, pink, 

easy care and reliable rhododendrons.  
Words & Photos:  Linda Derkach 
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MARS Needs You!! 
Our members are critical to the exciting, educational and fun opportunities that 

are guaranteed with a MARS Membership. 
 

It’s not too late to renew your membership  
At the bargain price of $30, your membership in MARS and the ARS is renewed 

from January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023.  MARS subsidizes all members by 

paying the US Exchange rate. 
 

Here are some ways to pay: 

At Our Monthly Meetings 
At in-person meetings, Membership Chair Guy Loyer is happy to receive your 

cheque payable to MARS, or cash.  If paying with cash, please make sure Guy 

records it on the spot. 
 

Mail 
Please mail your cheque to: 

MARS 

PO Box 342 

Qualicum Beach BC     V9K 1S8 
 

 

In Person 
You can also drop off your membership to the Loyer’s home, 871 View Road, 

Qualicum Beach, at the front door in the mailbox. If cash please put your name on 

the envelope so we know who it is from.                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                     Page 17    

 

 



Rhododendron History: 

The Gibson Garden in Tofino 
Thanks to the gift of old photos from MARS founding members Pat and Everett 

Jefferson, we take a look at the garden of Ken and Dot Gibson.  These photos were 

taken between 1985 to 1988 – and Ken tells me most likely by Adrian Dorst, well-

known photographer in Tofino. The garden began with the planting of the first 

rhododendrons in 1973 atop a hill in the quiet, quaint and hippie village of Tofino 

– now a very busy West Coast mecca frequented by tourists, older hippies and 

millionaires alike.  These images are photos of old colour prints so the clarity and 

colour may not be the best – but you get the idea.  The garden still exists though 

not with Ken Gibson at the helm – or in the cab of the crane – as you will see. 
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Photos:  Adrian Dorst  (to the best of Ken’s recollection with some by Ken)    Page 19   

 

 

Ken tells me that at one time there were 1500 rhododendrons 

on his hillside garden.  The mild and moist winter and summer climate 

of Tofino is ideal for growing rhododendrons. 



                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos:  Passed down from Everett & Pat Jefferson, and almost certainly taken by  

Adrian Dorst, Tofino Photographer 

                                                                           Page 20 

 
After a few years, Ken decided to move his plants around to 

accomplish more pleasing colour combinations.  So as Ken placed 

rhododendrons, his wife Dot Gibson operated the crane. 

 

Photo:  Ken Gibson 

 
The view from the Gibson home out toward Tofino.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These photos of Ken and Dot Gibson’s garden in Tofino were taken by 

Adrian Dorst, Photographer – according to Ken.   

 

Ken directed the placement of plants while Dot operated the crane. 
 

A very interesting account of how Ken and Dot carved their home from 

the Vancouver Island wilderness to become a world-famous garden can 

be found in the Journal of the American Rhododendron Society on the 

Virginia Tech website.   

Just Google the article entitled The Hill that Changed by Ken Gibson. 

 

You won’t be disappointed!   

 
                                                   Page 21 

  



A Bug Hotel Rises on Vancouver Island 

 
 

My friend Pam is a master gardener, nature lover, environmentalist and recycler 

supreme.  Combining all those credentials, she has started to create a home for 

bugs.  That is, a refuge for any creepy crawly that needs a home for the winter 

and wants to get out of the elements for a while.   
 

Pam’s bug hotel is not done yet.  She is concerned it may not be dry enough but it 

won’t be very wet - likely more damp.  And since many natural outdoor woodland 

refuges are damp she will give this a try.  Research yet to come:  which materials 

attract specific insects.  For now, she is using the materials that she has at hand.   
 

If the idea of a bug hotel excites you, Pam recommends the following website: 

https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/articles/insect-hotels/.  And there are many 

more resources, including the newsletter of Rebecca McMackin.  Rebecca is a 

proponent of what is called Ecological Horticulture which moves us away from 

‘tidy’ and towards ‘healthy for ecosystems and bio-diversity’.   This philosophy has 

many implications for our garden maintenance – and beneficial consequences for 

the insects and pollinators on which we depend.     
 

And the best part – it’s an easy project that any of us can do and be an 

environmental hero as well!!                               Photo:  Pam Harrison                  Page 22 

https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/articles/insect-hotels/


In Deb’s garden this past autumn… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
Ginkgo biloba ‘Troll’ is a dwarf but with 

the same beautiful leaves as the species 

and plenty of autumn colour.   

 

 

 

 
Rhododendron 

‘Cherries and Merlot’ 

                                         Page 23 
Photos:  Deb Mitchell 

 
The bright pink of Nerine bowdenii and acid yellow 

of Sedum ‘Angelina’ are tempered by the muted 

leaves of Hydrangea quercifolia.  A courageous 

combination! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sym  

 
Acer circinatum  (BC native) 

Spirea japonica ‘Gold Mound’  

Variegated Cistus ‘Mickie’  

And a precious Quercus garryana 

 (Garry Oak) - all in Deb’s garden.   

 
Award-winning Acer palmatum ‘Green 

Cascade’ is a weeping, elegant 

Japanese maple with stunning autumn 

colour….in Clelia’s garden. 

 

 
In Clelia’s garden….      
Photos:  Clelia Costo-Wilson      Page 24 

Symphoricarpos doorenbosii 

‘Kolinpica’ (Pinky Promise Snowberry) 



For Love of Bees        

Bees are most fascinating creatures.  But even more, they are critical to the 
pollination of much of the food that we eat.  In fact 85% of plants need an animal 
to pollinate it.  A third of our food intake is made possible by a pollinator.   
Of the six major groups of pollinators – moths, butterflies, flies, beetles, wasps 
and bees – bees are the most important in the temperate zone.  Bees collect 
nectar and pollen as they forage for food for their offspring and in so doing 
pollinate our plants.   Here is some essential information for gardeners who have 
an important role in helping our winged friends survive and thrive. 
 

Bee Tidbits 

• There are 500 species of bees in British Columbia 

• 150 species in the Georgia Basin 

• 30 to 40 species can be found in a single garden 

• 3600 species in the US and Canada 
 

Native Bee Diversity 

• In BC, we have bumble bees, mining bees, mason bees, sweat bees, leafcutter 
bees and long-horned bees.   

• Many bees are very tiny – less than ½ to ¼ inch long so you may not even 
notice them in the garden. 

 

What do Bees Need  
 

Habitat 

• 70% of native bees are ground nesting in sandy soil and bare ground 

• 30% of bees are tunnel nesting, needing leaf piles, resin and soil to construct 
their nest cells; dead trees and branches are needed too 

• Bees need untidy areas – long grass, hedgerows 

• They need us to not be too tidy – to leave some areas natural and untouched. 
 

Food 

• Bees need a wide range of flower species to gather pollen to feed their young 
 
What are the Threats to our Native Bees 

• Habitat Loss 
• Use of Pesticides – Please stop using them!                                             Page 25  

 
Pollinators love Helenium 

 

Have you noticed perfectly round circles being cut 

out of the leaves of your Epimediums?   

Lucky you – that’s Leafcutter bees making 

 a nest for their babies!! 

For those with winter clean up still to do, 

here are some things to keep in mind – 

and perhaps look back at the Bug Hotel. 



What Can We As Gardeners Do to Help 

• Create Habitats  
o Leave snags, shrubs with hollow stems through the winter 
o Leave areas of bare ground, sandy soil 
o Don’t cover everything with bark mulch; leave some areas bare 
o Protect natural areas 

 

• Grow a wide range of flower species 
o Create meadows 
o Connect green spaces in the neighbourhood 
o Parks, veggie gardens and fruit trees are all important 
o Bumble bees like a cavity and we know they love our rhododendrons 
o Keep what you have and include some native plants in your garden 
o Grow flowering plants with yellow, white, purple and blue flowers; bees 

cannot see red 
o Plant a diversity of flowers with a succession of blooms; include some 

drought tolerant; they need food from early February to late fall 
o Plant simple flowers 
o Don’t be too quick to remove dandelions – their flowers can feed the 

early bees 
o Native and non-native simple flowers are best  

 

Native Plants are Good – and they love non-native plants as well: 
 

• Willow 

• Flowering red currant       

• Lupins 

• Spirea 

• Pearly everlasting 

• Asters 

• Native thistles 

• Veggies – gone to flower such as kale, broccoli 
Acknowledgement: 

Informed and inspired by a presentation entitled Bring Back the Pollinators by 

Matthew Shepherd, Director of Outreach & Education at the Xerces Society for 

Invertebrate Conservation.https://Xerces.org                                    

Photos: L. Derkach                                                          Page 26 

 
Verbena bonariensis 

 

 
Ribes sanguineum 

(Flowering Red Currant) 

https://xerces.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harold Fearing, beloved husband of Virginia Griswold Fearing, died on Dec 2, 

2022 after a sudden and determined battle with brain cancer, and then COVID.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 
We all know that Bumble Bees love 

Rhododendrons! 

  
All kinds of bees and flies love native and 

hybrid Solidago (Goldenrod) - late bloomers 

in September that keep the sustenance 

going.  Caution:  Some goldenrods colonize 

by underground rhizomes so be careful 

where you plant.  

 

 
Amelanchier alnifolia (Service berry 

or Saskatoon) is a North America 

native and super for a wildlife hedge 

or woodland. 
 

 
Pollinators love all varieties of Alliums.  A clump of purple-flowering Chives at the end of your 

veggie beds serves as a bee magnet – sustaining the bees and ensuring  

pollination of your crops.  A tip from the UBC Botanical Garden!          Page 27 

Oemleria cerasiformis 

(Indian Plum) is a lovely 

early blooming native 

to start the succession 

of flowers through the 

season. 



 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Many of you may not have known Harold, but you may be growing one of the hundreds 

of rhododendrons that he propagated at his farm.  A few years ago, I was gifted a lovely little 

thing called Rhododendron tsaii which was propagated and grown by Harold.  Here is his story. 

Harold Fearing, beloved husband of Virginia Griswold Fearing, died on December 

2, 2022 after a sudden and determined battle with brain cancer, and then COVID. 

He is survived by Ginny, his wife of 58 years, their son Paul, daughter-in-law 

Bridget and grandson Colin, all of whom meant the world to him. He is also 

survived by his brother Franklin Fearing and his sisters Evelyn Dvorak and Julia 

Thomas. 
 

Except that he planned to spend many more years in retirement, Harold achieved 

many if not most of his life goals. He enjoyed life. After graduating from the 

University of Kansas, then Stanford University for a PhD, he achieved recognition 

as a physicist at TRIUMF (UBC). 
 

On retirement he and Ginny moved to a 40-acre farm where Harold used his 

science-oriented brain to engage in all aspects of growing species rhododendrons 

including growing and selling them. All of his thousands of plants were 

documented with meticulous rigor. He volunteered years of service to the Fraser 

Valley Rhododendron Society. Harold’s large rhododendron garden spoke for him 

through an amazing variety of colors, textures, shapes and sizes, creating a whole 

colorful canvas that was admired by and shared with many.   
               

Harold was a dedicated “birder.” As a nature lover living in a beautiful part of the 

world, he and Ginny camped, hiked and backpacked extensively. Harold was a 

devotee of classical music and opera, and murder mysteries. He knew his way 

 

Harold Fearing 

1941 – 2022 
 

Rhododendron Propagator  

and Lifelong Birder 
 

Fraser Valley  

Rhododendron Society 



around the kitchen; was a connoisseur of chocolate, especially cakes and cookies 

and his favorite four cheese sauce and spaghetti. Every spring he commandeered 

every pot and pan to sterilize huge batches of his hand-mixed rhodie potting soil. 

Harold was a fine man and will be greatly missed. 
 

At Harold’s request, no memorial service will be held. In lieu of flowers, please 

consider donating in Harold’s memory to the Nature Conservancy of Canada (in 

British Columbia) at www.natureconservancy.ca/donate. The NCC’s commitment 

to preserving British Columbia’s wild areas was dear to his heart. 
 

Grateful thanks to the medical teams at Abbotsford Hospital, Royal Columbian 

Hospital, the Emergency teams (fire truck and ambulances in a snowstorm), and 

our family physicians for excellent care. You are all so appreciated. 

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared 

at www.hendersonsabbotsfordfunerals.com for the Fearing family. 
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Winter Bloomers 
From upper left clockwise: 

Osmanthus heterophyllus 

Cyclamen coum 

Saxifraga x geum ‘Dentata’ 

Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ 

Helleborus ‘Honeyhill Joy’ 

http://www.natureconservancy.ca/donate
http://www.hendersonsabbotsfordfunerals.com/


Seedy Saturday is Back in Qualicum Beach!! 
 

Seeding the Future 
 

When:  Saturday, February 4, 2023 from 10 am to 3:30 pm 
 

Where:  Qualicum Beach Civic Centre  

                747 Jones Street, Qualicum Beach 
 

Admission:  By Donation 
 

Activities: 
 

• Seed Swap (Booth Room) 

• Seed and Plant Vendors 

• Master Gardeners 

• Seedy Café 

• Door Prizes 

• Two 50/50 Draws:  at 12 noon and 3 pm 
 

Please note:  Ticket holders MUST be present to win – so if you can’t 

stay for the draws, give your ticket to a friend who will collect your 

prize for you.  
 

The Town of Qualicum Beach truck will be in the parking lot to collect 

pesticides and herbicides. 
 

Contact:    Murray Chantler, Publicity Coordinator 

Email:        publicity@qbseedysaturday.ca 

Website:   www.qbseedysaturday.ca                                             Page 30 

 

 

mailto:publicity@qbseedysaturday.ca
http://www.qbseedysaturday.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                Page 31 

2023 Calendar of Events and Activities 
Date & Time Event Location 

Wednesday, 

January 11, 2023 

7:30 pm 

MARS General Meeting 

Members’ Photo Night  

QB Civic Centre 

Saturday,  

January 21 

9:00  

Victoria Master Gardeners 

Mixing It Up: 

Evolving Gardens 2023 

www.victoriamastergardeners.org 

Mary Winspear 

Centre, Sidney 

In person or 

recordings  

Saturday 

February 4, 2023 

Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday QB Civic Centre 

Wednesday, 

February 8   

7:30 pm 

MARS General Meeting 

Tamara Dinter:  Healthy Soil 

QB Civic Centre 

Thursday,  

February 23 

7:30 pm 

Sue Milliken & Kelly Dodson of 

Far Reaches Farm Nursery,  

Port Townsend, Washington 

ZOOM 

This program will be 

recorded. 

Wednesday,  

March 8 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Plant Culture Round Table 

Discussion 

QB Civic Centre 

Wednesday,  

 April 12 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Paul Spriggs on 

Cracks and Crevices:  The Art of 

Rock and Crevice Gardening 

QB Civic Centre 

April 19 – 23, 

2023  

American Rhododendron Society 

Spring Convention 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Saturday, April 22 

10 am to 2 pm 

MARS Rhododendron  

Show and Plant Sale 

Qualicum Beach 

Curling Club 

Wednesday, 

 May 10 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Margot Moser:  Ferns 

QB Civic Centre 

May 13 & May 14 

10 to 4 each day 

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend 

Garden Tour 

Qualicum Beach 

Parksville & 

Nanoose 

 

 



                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                         
                                                         

                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                      

the Garden in 

MARS Executive Committee 

2022 – 2023 
President – Dawn House 

dl.house@telus.net 

Vice-President – Glen Jamieson 

glenjo2@yahoo.ca 

Secretary – Karen Bennett 

karenbennett51@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Ray Walker 

jrjiffy@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Tony Ansdell 

ansdella@shaw.ca 

Marilyn Dawson 

dawsom@shaw.ca 

Linda Derkach 

lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Guy Loyer 

guyloyer@gmail.com 

Kathy Loyer 

kathyloyer@telus.net 

Rose Prufer 

ramapo@telus.net 

 
 

Committees and Activities 
Facebook – Rose Prufer 

Garden Tour – Karen Bennett & 

                           Joanne Hamilton 

Membership – Guy Loyer 

Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach 

Programs – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Katherine Wasiak 

Species Garden – Marilyn Dawson 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 
 

Member Care 

Refreshments – Noelle Melnychuk                                

Greeters – Susan Blacklin & 

                    Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator – Tony Ansdell                  

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 
 

Members are welcome to attend 

MARS Executive Committee 

meetings anytime. 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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