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MARS in March 

Rhododendron and Plant 

Culture Round Table….with 

❖ Sue Klapwijk 

❖ John Deniseger 

❖ Glen Jamieson 

❖ Linda Derkach 
See pages 2 &3 for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, March 8 

7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR MUG 

SAVE THE PLANET! 

     
Rhododendron ‘Isola Bella’ blooms in early 

March.  Bred to be hardy and withstand the 

cold winters of Ontario.  Beautiful too!  

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society 

March 2023    Volume 36    Issue 3 

Cover Photo:  

Rhododendron ‘Lori Eichelsor’ 

blooming on March 30 in Marilyn 

Dawson’s garden.  Marilyn reports that 

‘Lori’ is a reliable performer blooming 

every year and looks good even when 

not in bloom – an important asset.   

Photo:  Linda Derkach 
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MARS in MARCH 
Plant Culture Round Table 

March 8, 2023 

Hosted by: 

*John Deniseger    *Sue Klapwijk   *Linda Derkach   *Glen Jamieson  

In an informal, round table setting, our hosts will field questions from the 

audience on plant culture.  Topics may include: 

• Garden jobs for March, April 

• Fertilizing, pruning 

• Spring rhododendron care 

• Dealing with summer drought  

• Sustainable gardens in drought; creating microclimates in our gardens  

• Protecting our rhododendrons from Heat Domes and Atmospheric Rivers 

• Pruning overgrown rhododendrons 

• Rhododendrons & clay soil 

• Common rhododendron problems such as leaf gall, phytophthora root rot, 

winter injury, chlorosis 

Information on our hosts, Page 3 

 
Hepatica nobilis with neon blue 

blossoms and kidney shaped 

leaves is a brave early woodlander. 



MARS Program for MARCH 

Round Table Discussion:  Rhododendron & Plant Culture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Deniseger is a retired aquatic biologist (BC Premiers Legacy 

Award, BC Hall of Excellence), outdoor enthusiast, and past 

president of the Nanaimo Rhododendron Society. He is a 

member of (and former chair) of the Milner Gardens and 

Woodland Society Board, and chair of the Greig Rhododendron 

Species Garden Advisory Group. John and his wife June received 

the ARS Silver Medal in 2021. 

 

 

Sue Klapwijk  I was introduced to Rhododendrons at a very 

young age by my parents’ hobby. It started with a tablespoon 

of seed from a dear friend and exploded from there. Dad 

needed room to grow these seedlings so he bought a 6 acre 

plot of land and put up a large lathe house and two 

greenhouses.   He propagated about 6,000 cuttings a year and 

that was the start of Finley’s Rhododendrons. 

When my parents retired, I took over the nursery, as they had 

developed some lovely hybrids which I felt should be 

propagated. 

 

 

Linda Derkach is a long-time member of MARS, a past President 

and newsletter editor.  She is secretary for the American 

Rhododendron Society, and very active in the Master Gardeners 

Association of BC as well as many other garden clubs, including a 

recent enthusiasm for alpine and rock gardening, and a devotion 

to bringing native plants back to our gardens.  She is a passionate 

gardener and has collected many plants and been fortunate to 

have visited wonderful gardens in her travels.   

 
Dr. Glen Jamieson has been growing both temperate and tropical 

(vireyas) rhododendrons in Parksville for almost 30 years.  He has been 

president of MARS four times, is the current Director of ARS District 1 

(BC), has been the editor of both the Journal of the American 

Rhododendron Society (JARS) for the past 13 years, created and is the 

editor of Rhododendrons International.  Glen is a recipient of the ARS 

Gold Medal.  Along with other Nanaimo and MARS members, he has 

organized both “Fall in Gardening” and ARS Fall Conferences, and 

regularly speaks to chapters on his exploratory travels, rhododendron 

biology and other aspects of gardening.                                                                                                
Page 3 

 

 



MARS Program for April 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Paul Spriggs has been rock gardening for roughly 23 years and building crevice 
gardens for about 16 years.  He is an avid plant explorer, photographer, 
mountaineer, owner of Spriggs Gardens Landscaping Company, and past 
President of the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden Society.   He has a 
passion for all wild plants, especially those of dwarf stature and collects and 
cultivates them at various gardens in his hometown of Victoria.   
 

Paul has learned the craft of crevice garden building directly from one of its 
innovators, Zdenek Zvolanek of the Czech Republic, and in the past decade and a 
half, has built many gardens in public parks and private homes that range in size 
from small feature troughs to large installations involving many tonnes of stone.   
 

Paul is passionate about spreading the word of this style, through speaking to 
garden clubs all over the west, and by giving workshops for those keen on 
learning the finer points of this developing art form.   
 

He has just finished work on the first North American book on Crevice Gardening 
with co-author Kenton Seth of Colorado, which was on sale spring 2022.  
 

Paul is a dynamic and knowledgeable speaker – 
                 you won’t want to miss this!      Page 4 

 

Paul Spriggs  
 

Cracks and Crevices:  

The Art of Rock and 

Crevice Gardening  
 

Paul will discuss aspects of rock and 

crevice gardening including history, 

design, construction, and of course lots 

of pictures of his favourite plants! 

 

 



Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden 
 

 
Rhododendron ‘Dreamland’ 

 
Compact, semi-dwarf, slow-grower, prolific bloomer with a froth of pinks and 
whites, happy in sun or dappled shade, and hardy to -23 Celsius – if these features 
appeal to you then you may want to make room for Rhododendron ‘Dreamland’ 
in your smallish garden. 
 
A cross of ‘Fabia’ x fortunei ssp. discolor x griersonianum x facetum x 
yakushimanum x ‘Jalisco’, it apparently took a lot of ‘cooks’ to create this 
particularly delicious ‘broth’.   
 
‘Dreamland’ is not everyone’s cup of tea, but if you need a reliable, attractive 
plant that plays well with almost any other plant, she may work for you.  In my 
garden, ‘Dreamland’ has had some exceptional moments with Cyclamen 
hederifolium, R. ‘Mardi Gras’, R. ‘Turacao’, R. ‘Party Orange’, R. ‘Lemon Dream’ 
and several other dwarf varieties of fine perennials.                                  Page 5 



 
As R. ‘Dreamland’ drifts off into ‘dreamland’, 

she becomes a lovely foil for the gorgeous coral/pink of ‘Nelda Peach’. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Clockwise from top left: 

R. ‘Party Orange’, ‘Lemon Dream’, stenopetallum ‘Koromo Shikibu’ and 

‘Dreamland’ are a festival of ice cream colours in early to mid May.   



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From luscious bud to the 

full bounty –  

May 5 to May 22 and 

beyond is the time for 

‘Dreamland’ to grace your 

garden. 
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In the garden of Kathy and Guy, ‘Dreamland’ is a wonderful surprise 

in the shade, still blooming late in mid-May. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The month of May brings this wonderful symphony of pastels, clockwise from top 
left:  R. ‘Cotton Candy’, ‘Mardi Gras’, ‘Dreamland’, ‘Turacao’, stenopetallum 
‘Koromo Shikibu’ (mauve), and ‘Party Orange’.     Scrumptious!! 
                                                                                                                        Page 8 

 



Signs of Spring: 
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Moonlight 

Catherine Van Beveren 

 
Spring Morning 

Irene Brooks 

 
Amanita Mushroom – Jennifer Kayll 

Laurene Ebbett, a member of MARS and the 

Mid Island Floral Art Club, shares these 

unique arrangements from the MARS 

Garden Tour 2022. 
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Duck, Duck 

Deanne Sykes 

 
Woody Whimsy 

Irene Brooks 



Whitney Gardens:   
Rhododendron History on the Olympic Peninsula 
In those halcyon days BC (Before Covid) one of our great pleasures was to hop in 
the car with a bunch of other passionate gardeners and rhododendron 
enthusiasts, and take in the fun, food and frolic of a rhododendron conference or 
seminar at an exotic location.  One such trip involved five Marsian ‘gals’ on a road 
trip through the Olympic Peninsula, skirting past Whitney Gardens near Brinnon, 
Wash.  Little did most of us appreciate the history and industry that had 
transpired in that beautiful and hallowed patch of rhododendron culture and 
breeding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fast forward to 2022, and my inheritance of old photos bequeathed by Everett 
and Pat Jefferson (founding members of MARS), including a 1988 Bus Tour that 
took MARsians (dressed in suits and ties, hats and handbags) to…drum roll:  
Whitney Gardens.  And so began my delve into the ‘his-tory’ and ‘her-story’ of the 
Whitney and Sather families who created and nurtured this iconic garden and 
nursery. 
Old Photos:  Pat & Everett Jefferson & friends       Text:  Linda Derkach                            Page 11 

 
Rhododendron ‘Virginia Richards’ hybridized by William Whitney 

Photographed in the Staton garden just north of Courtenay. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To fully appreciate Whitney Gardens, one must go back to the 1930s where we 
find Bill Whitney dabbling in rhododendrons at his nursery in Washougal, Wash.  
As his interest morphed from camellias to rhododendrons, a friendship developed 
with Ted Van Veen, Sr. of Portland and together they became pioneers in the 
field.  Beginning in 1938, William Whitney was hybridizing rhododendrons, long 
before the American Rhododendron Society came into being.  During this time, 
Washington and Oregon were ‘hotbeds’ of hybridization – spawning such 
notables – besides Bill and Ted – as Halfdan Lem, Hjalmar Larson, Walter Elliott, 
Elsie Watson, Frank Fujioka and Warren Berg just to name a few. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The MARS Bus Tour of 1988 to the Olympic Peninsula and Whitney 

Gardens.  Some of you may recognize a few familiar faces. 

 

Touring Whitney 

Gardens with current 

owner Anne Sather are 

Bill Dale and Bob and 

Jean Rhodes (formerly of 

the Nanaimo RS), 

admiring enormous 

specimens of 

Rhododendron ‘Earl of 

Athlone’ and  

R. ‘Elizabeth’. 



In 1955, the shores of the Hood Canal beckoned and Bill and his wife established 
their nursery where his hybridizing efforts produced 40 crosses every year.  Bill’s 
goals for hybridizing were to produce offspring superior to both parents, good 
form, foliage and bloom.  Further goals include sun tolerance, hardiness in a 
compact and low grower.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of Bill’s finest creations include R. ‘Anna Rose Whitney’ (thriving in my 
neighbour’s garden in Qualicum), ‘Creamy Chiffon’, ‘George’s Delight’ (to be 
found in the garden of Al and Maria Bieberstein), R. ‘Virginia Richards’ and R. 
‘Ruby Hart’ - a perennial winner at our MARS Truss show and grown to perfection 
by Lorne Hepting in Dashwood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Even on a soggy, rainy day, R. ‘Ruby Hart’ is a beauty. 

In the garden of Cyndi and Lorne Hepting 
                                                                                                                 Page 13 

 
In the demonstration garden,  

R. ‘Elizabeth’ and R. ‘Blue Tit’ (just behind) 
 

R. souleii x loderi x thomsonii 



Bill helped establish many of the rhododendron chapters in Washington State, 
including the Shelton, Olympic Peninsula as well as the Portland Chapter in 
Oregon.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1970, with his eyesight and health failing, Bill and wife Faye sought out 
someone to take over their life’s work.  Thus the Sather family entered the 
picture, and without much knowledge or experience gardening or cultivating 
rhododendrons, they enthusiastically became stewards of Whitney Gardens and 
its horticultural inhabitants.  George and Anne Sather were in the garden to 
welcome the bus from Vancouver Island in 1988, and much of the history has 
since been lived and written with their daughter Ellie Sather who operates the 
nursery to this day.   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Whitney Gardens, 

rhodo enthusiasts 

doing what we do 

best: purchasing 

plants, chatting with 

friends. 

Pictured here are Bob 

Rhodes, Norm Todd 

of Victoria, 

Pat Stone and Lucy 

Dougan. 

 

 
Photos:  Linda Derkach unless otherwise noted 

Rhododendron 

‘Ellie Sather’ 

growing in the 

garden of Chris 

Southwick in 

Nanaimo.  Exquisite 

in every way:  

foliage, flowers and 

form!   

Hybridized by Elliot 

and Heuston.  

Bill Whitney would 

be pleased.  

 

           Page 14 



If you love history, and want to read more about William Whitney, there are 
many articles to be found by doing a little online research. 
 

Sources: 

• Washington Hybridizers Create Plants for the Future, Gwen Bell, JARS, 1997 

• W.E. (Bill) Whitney, The Man, His Garden, His Legacy, Anne and Ellie Sather 
William E. Whitney 1894 -1973, JARS 

• Development of Promising Hybrid Rhododendrons Grown by Bill Whitney, Pat 
Cummins, Enumclaw, Wash, JARS 

• The Whitney Gardens Story, Sather, JARS 

• www.whitneygardens.com 
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 More Scenes from the 1988 Bus Tour 

Left:  R. ‘Dame Nellie Melba’ (Loder)  

Above right:  R. ‘Elizabeth’ (Puddle/Aberconway)  

R. ‘Purple Gem’ (Nearing/Hardgrove)  

R. ‘Anne’s Delight’ (Whitney/Sather) 

Buying Plants at 

Whitney Gardens: 
 

Dave Dougan 

Bob Rhodes 

Peter Stone 

Pat Jefferson 

Where possible, the hybridizer is noted. 

http://www.whitneygardens.com/


Mid-Summer in South Australia 
 

MARS members Barbara and Kevin are avid gardeners in a very warm part of 
Australia.  They share these photos during a recent hot spell.   
 
The climate in South Australia supports tender vireya rhododendrons and tree 
ferns (Dicksonia antarctica) as well as many plants familiar to us, such as lilies, 
hydrangeas and boxwood hedges.   
 
 
 

 
There are nine different divisions in the lily family, roughly 100 species and 

probably thousands of hybrids – all spectacular. 
They prefer to grow in full sun with roots in the shade. 

This cultivar seems very happy in the warmth of South Australia 
               – and we can grow them as well!!                Page 16 



 
 

 
Ferns of all kinds – Dicksonia antarctica (Tasmanian Tree Fern), the Staghorn - an 

epiphytic growing on the trunk of a tree and terrestrial ferns create a lush 
environment for hydrangeas and other shrubs  

that need a bit of shade from the hot Australian sun.  
                                                                                                                                   Page 17 

Streptocarpus is a 

popular indoor house 

plant for us 

northerners.   They 

thrive in the warmth of 

Australia but need 

filtered sunlight.    



 

 
 

These are likely vireya rhododendrons being propagated – and very successfully it appears.   
 

 
A wonderfully lush and shady back yard. 

                                                                                                                           Page 18 



 
 

Hydrangea macrophylla (both mophead and lace cap) are happiest under trees 
with protection from the hot afternoon sun.   

Here underplanted with a living mulch to conserve moisture.   



MARS General Meeting 

Meeting Notes 

 February 8, 2023 at 7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 

 
President Dawn House welcomed 
everyone.  
 
Membership 
Guy Loyer reported that current 
membership is 91, and welcomed 
one new member, Julie Ann Gubisch.  
He reminded us that if you have not 
renewed your membership to please 
do so as soon as possible.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Ray Walker presented the financial 
report as of January 31, 2023.  There 
is $15,804.46 in our checking 
account, and $13,703.23 in the 
conference account.  The storage 
locker fees have been paid for the 
year, as well as membership to the 
ARS.  MARS has acquired 
approximately 300 Harold Fearing 
species rhododendrons, mostly one 
gallon size.  As a result we made a 
donation of $1,000 to the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada in his name.  
The potential for income from these 
plants is $3 - 4,000. 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker 
Tamara Dinter of Dinter’s Nursery 
was our guest speaker and gave an 
excellent presentation on Soils. 
 
Dawn announced that David Landry 
has stepped down from the Vice 
President position for personal 
reasons.  Thank you to David for his 
service.  The Executive has appointed 
Katherine Wasiak to complete his 
term to the next AGM.  
Congratulations to Katherine! 
  
Nominating Committee 
Kathy Loyer presented a “Did You 
Know” poster, listing all the positions 
that it takes to make MARS a vibrant 
organization.  Between the officers, 
board members and committee 
members, it takes 45 people to fill all 
the positions.  She asked that 
members please consider joining in 
and participating in the success of our 
club.  She stated how enjoyable it can 
be, and that there will always be a 
mentor to guide you.  Kathy 
suggested members check the 
Rhodovine newsletter for information 
about meetings, and about our 
various committees and executive 
positions. You can also visit 
www.marsrhodos.ca for lots of 
interesting information on our club. 
 
                                                  Page 20 

 
 



Mother’s Day Garden Tour 
Karen Bennett reported that we have 
12 gardens confirmed for this year, 
the majority being in Qualicum 
Beach, with several in Parksville and a 
couple in Nanoose.   
 
MARS Rhododendron Show and Sale 
Guy Loyer gave an update on the 
April 22nd MARS Plant Sale.  If you are 
willing to help with the plant sale 
committee please see Kathy or Guy 
Loyer.  MARS needs plants for the 
sale, so he asked members to please 
start potting up plants for this and be 
sure to label them.  There are 
currently 6 confirmed vendors for the 
sale. Set up will start at 7 am. 
 
MARS Bus Tour 
Dawn reported that the Bus Tour is 
full, and that the $50 payment for 
members can be made at the March 
general meeting in the form of check 
made out to MARS, cash or e-
transfer. 
 

Grow and Show 
Rose Prufer showed her jasmine that 
is just beginning to bud, which has 
yellow flowers and is fragrant.  
She reminded us that we should be 
patient when it comes to fertilizing, 
and that it is easy to over fertilize. 
Also, that the member’s table at the 
April 22nd Plant Sale is pure profit for 
us, so please contribute your veggie 
starts and small perennials, etc. in a 
clean pot and labelled. 
 
Door Prize 
The Door Prize was won by Emily 
Doyle, and there were four winners in 
the plant draw. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 
 
Notes taken by Karen Bennett 

MARS Secretary 
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Many thanks to Joyce Ansdell who 

faithfully and effectively  

proofreads our newsletter to ensure 

everyone’s reading pleasure. 

 

Thanks, Joyce!! 



 

 
Page 22 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        

 

  

 

 

 

2023 Calendar of Events and Activities 
Date & Time Event Location 

Wednesday,  

March 8  

7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Plant Culture  

Round Table Discussion 

QB Civic Centre 

Thursday, 

March 9 

2:00 pm 

Mid Island Floral Art Club  
Designs with a Structure  

 

St. Stephen’s Church 

Hall, 150 Village 

Way, QB 

Tuesday,  

March 14 

7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Garden Club 

Jim Roberts and Cyndi Hampton 

from Streamside Native Plants 

Topic:  Native Plants, Naturally! 

QB Civic Centre 

Sunday, March 26 

9 am to 4 pm 

Vancouver Master Gardeners 

Spring Forward 

Michael J Fox 

Theatre, Burnaby 

Wednesday,  

April 12 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Paul Spriggs on 

Cracks and Crevices:  The Art of 

Rock and Crevice Gardening 

QB Civic Centre 

April 19 – 23, 

2023  

American Rhododendron Society 

Spring Convention 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Friday, April 21 

1 pm to 8 pm 

Saturday, April 22 

9 am to 3 pm 

Vancouver Island Rock and 

Alpine Garden Society 

Spring Show and Sale   
http://www.virags.com 

Lambrick Park 

Church,  

1780 Feltham Road, 

Victoria 

Saturday, April 22 

10 am to 2 pm 

MARS Rhododendron  

Show and Plant Sale 

Qualicum Beach 

Curling Club 

Wednesday, 

 May 10 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Margot Moser:  Ferns 

QB Civic Centre 

May 13 & May 14 

10 to 4 each day 

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend 

Garden Tour 

Qualicum Beach 

Parksville, Nanoose 

June 9 and 10 

 

Rhododendron Species 

Symposium at the RSBG 

SAVE THE DATE  

– MORE INFO COMING 

Federal Way, Wash 

                                                                Page 23 

 

http://www.virags.com./


                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                         
                                                         

                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                      

the Garden in 

MARS Executive Committee 

2022 – 2023 
President – Dawn House 

dl.house@telus.net 

Vice-President – Katherine Wasiak 

katherine.wasiak@gmail.com 

Secretary – Karen Bennett 

karenbennett51@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Ray Walker 

jrjiffy@shaw.ca 

Past President – Glen Jamieson 

glenjo2@yahoo.ca 

Directors: 

Tony Ansdell 

ansdella@shaw.ca 

Marilyn Dawson 

dawsom@shaw.ca 

Linda Derkach 

lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Guy Loyer 

guyloyer@gmail.com 

Kathy Loyer 

kathyloyer@telus.net 

Rose Prufer 

ramapo@telus.net 

 
 

Committees and Activities 
Facebook – Rose Prufer 

Garden Tour – Karen Bennett & 

                           Joanne Hamilton 

Membership – Guy Loyer 

Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach 

Programs – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Katherine Wasiak 

Species Garden – Marilyn Dawson 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 
 

Member Care 

Refreshments – Noelle Melnychuk                                

Greeters – Susan Blacklin & 

                    Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator – Tony Ansdell                  

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 
 

Members are welcome to attend 

MARS Executive Committee 

meetings anytime. 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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