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Cover Photo:  

Rhododendron ‘Razorbill’  

One of the ‘Bird’ series from Glendoick in 

Scotland, R. ‘Razorbill’ blooms lustily and 

reliably every year and earns rave reviews 

as a super rock garden evergreen, front of 

border or container.   
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Rhododendron ‘Thalia’ in April 

Tender and fragrant, R.’Thalia’ 

produces sprays of lovely white 

trumpet-blossoms in a lax truss – and 

with just some overhead protection 

from a late frost. 

 

Mid Island Floral Art Club 

April 13 at 2:00 

St Stephen's Church Hall 

150 Village Way 

Qualicum Beach 

 

Topic: 

Art Interpretation  
 

Make a design from a 

painting. 

 

Guests Welcome 

Info mifaclub2000@gmail.com 

or Joanne 250-757-8969 

PLEASE BRING 

A MUG 
 

SAVE THE PLANET 

PLANPLANET 
 

mailto:mifaclub2000@gmail.com


A Special Invitation:  

Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 

Tuesday, April 11 from 1 to 3 pm 

Rhododendron season is back and 

heating up. Milner Gardens and 

Woodlands is inviting members of all 

District One chapters to a celebration 

of the Greig Species Garden on 

Tuesday, April 11, 1 to 3 pm. Milner 

will be open only to ARS members at 

that time (free admission).  It’s 

 a low-key affair with refreshments and 

few speeches, giving everyone a chance to wander the paths while 

recognizing and appreciating how it has progressed. 

This garden opened five years ago; 

since then, many more trees and 

rhododendrons have been planted, 

bulbs and drifts of companion plants 

added. A few more are still being 

planted, replacing any that have 

died and filling in unused areas. You 

will also be able to survey the 

hillside site where plans for the 

second phase have already begun. 

Photos: John Deniseger 
                                                                                                                              Page 3 

 

 



MARS Program for Wednesday, April 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Spriggs has been rock gardening for roughly 23 years and building crevice 
gardens for about 16 years.  He is an avid plant explorer, photographer, 
mountaineer, owner of Spriggs Gardens Landscaping Company, and past 
President of the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Garden Society.   He has a 
passion for all wild plants, especially those of dwarf stature and collects and 
cultivates them at various gardens in his hometown of Victoria.   
 

Paul has learned the craft of crevice garden building directly from one of its 
innovators, Zdenek Zvolanek of the Czech Republic, and in the past decade and a 
half, has built many gardens in public parks and private homes that range in size 
from small feature troughs to large installations involving many tonnes of stone.   
 

Paul is passionate about spreading the word of this style, through speaking to 
garden clubs all over the west, and by giving workshops for those keen on 
learning the finer points of this developing art form.   
 

He has just finished work on the first North American book on Crevice Gardening 
with co-author Kenton Seth of Colorado, which was on sale spring 2022.   

 

Paul is a dynamic and knowledgeable speaker – 
                   you won’t want to miss this!          Page 4 

 

Paul Spriggs  
 

Cracks and Crevices:  

The Art of Rock and 

Crevice Gardening  
 

Paul will discuss aspects of rock and 

crevice gardening including history, 

design, construction, and of course lots 

of pictures of his favourite plants! 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Rhododendron Show  

& Plant Sale 
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Saturday, April 22 

9 am - 1 pm 

Qualicum Beach Curling Club 
(Next to the Farmers’ Market) 

Admission FREE 
*Come for the Blooms, Coffee, Snacks, Door Prizes 

 *Shop the vendors for rhododendrons, perennials  

 *Talk to the experts 

Information:    marsrhodos.ca 

 
 

 

Mt. Arrowsmith 

Rhododendron 

Society  

presents 
 



MARS Truss Show and Plant Sale 
 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 

Qualicum Beach Curling Club 
 

The MARS Truss Show this year will be an exhibition  

and not a competition. 

We are hoping that members will bring trusses of all kinds from their 

gardens for the public to view and enjoy.   
 

• Members are asked to bring trusses to the Qualicum Beach Curling 

Club between 4 and 6 pm on Friday, April 21. 

 

• Trusses are for display only.  There will be no judging, ribbons or 

trophies. 

 

• Trusses will not be accepted on Saturday morning as the sale has an 

early start of 9 am.  

 

• Please bring a list of your trusses, clearly printed and in alphabetical 

order.   

 

• Separate lists for species and hybrids please. 

 

• Bottles will be provided for you to display your trusses as we have 

done in the past for competition.  Unknown and unnamed trusses will 

also be displayed. 

Please bring lots of trusses – even if not perfect  

                                  for all to enjoy!                                Page 6   



Growing Native Plants in Your Rhododendron Garden 
Dorothee Kieser 

 

 
Rhododendron hybrid growing happily among native plants 

 

Recently, gardening magazines and garden gurus have been getting out the 
message to us: Use native plants in your gardens.  
 

Why this increase in interest in growing native plants? 
Why garden with native plants? 

 
In a time where we and our often specialized, sometimes fussy cultivated plants 
struggle with water and extreme sun exposure, we might consider plants that are 
much more adapted to our local environment and focus on native plants.  
 
Native plants have seen it all before - maybe not the extremes, but a lot. In 
general, they require less water than the more luscious, cultivated horticultural 
varieties.  Also there are wetland plants that may be very useful in a rain garden.  
                                                                                                                                       Page 7 



Hence native plants in their natural habitat can be a model for water use in your 
own environment. They are also more adapted to the local pest and diseases and 
importantly they foster a whole range of local and specialized bees and other 
pollinators that need all the help they can get.  
 
Native plants are not likely to be invasive. Admittedly, they may spread more in 
your garden than you bargained for, after all they belong in our area, but they are 
not considered invasive in the sense of broom, blackberries, holly and other 
imported plants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Much of the native flora thrives in conditions in which our rhododendrons do 
well: dappled shade and slightly acidic soil. Your garden may also support plants 
that do best in full sun, possibly even on rocky ledges. Or you may have a problem 
area under big cedar trees where most cultivated plants do not do well, but some 
native plants, for instance salal (Gaultheria shallon) or Oregon grape (Mahonia 
nervosa) would be happy. If you have a very moist area, there are beautiful native 
plants such as Swamp lantern (Lysichiton americanum) or the crab apple (Malus 
fusca).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gaultheria shallon 

If you are unsure what will be a suitable plant for 
your garden, take a walk through various natural 
habitats: in spring look at sunny grassland areas 
and see seablush (Plectritis congesta), Camas 
(Camassia quamash), and Chocolate lily (Fritillaria 
lanceolata) bloom, together with Spring Gold 
(Lomatium utriculatum) and Field chickweed 
(Cerastium arvense). 
  

Camassia quamash 

 
Asarum canadense 



Later in the year these ephemerals will have disappeared, but you can still see the 
specimen trees and bushes: Saskatoon (Amelanchier alnifolia), Arbutus  
(Arbutus menzisii) and Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at deeper shade from our big Douglas firs (Pseudotsuga menziesii), Bigleaf 
maples (Acer macrophyllum) and occasional Bitter cherries (Prunus emarginata) 
and you will find an understory of different ferns, trillium (Trillium ovatum),oxalis 
(Oxalis oregano), Vanilla Leaf (Achlys triphylla), kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-
ursi), False box (Pachistima myrsinitis), Oregon grape (Mahonia nervosa) and salal 
(Gaultheria shallon) and many others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Amelanchier alnifolia 

 
Holodiscus discolor 

 
Achlys triphylla 

 
Trillium oregonum 

 
Dicentra formosa 

 

 
Linnaea  (Twin flower) 

Page 9 



Walk along a wetland or swampy area and find Labrador tea (Rhododendron 
groenlandicum), ninebark (Physocarpus capitatus), and Salmon berries (Rubus 
parviflorus). 
 
Many plants are generalists. They might prefer a certain habitat but can do very 
well in a range of conditions. For instance, the groundcover kinnikinnick will do 
well in very dry sunny locations, but is also suitable for a more shady area. The 
accompanying tables provide suggestions for plants suitable for various habitat 
types.  Many of these plants not only support pollinating insects and 
hummingbirds, but they are also the host plant for butterfly larvae or provide 
berries and seeds, sap, and nesting material for birds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The accompanying tables also indicate which of our native plants are recognized 
as beneficial for butterflies and one of the references will guide you to plants that 
are especially useful for supporting other wildlife.  
  
Remember that it is never acceptable to rob nature of its bounty by digging out 
plants from their natural environment. Many also do not transplant well. While it 
is acceptable to collect seeds or make a few cuttings to be rooted, it is best to get 
your plant material at a nursery. In our area there are a number of well stocked 
nurseries that specialize in native plants.  
 
Enjoy your garden, knowing you have helped some of our beautiful native flora 
and fauna.                                                                                                            Page 10 

 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 

(Kinnikinick) 

 
Vaccinium parvifolium 

(Huckleberry) 



 
 

Erythronium oregonum in our native landscape. 
What a thrill to come upon a patch like this!!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                        

About Dorothee Kieser:   

Upon retirement as a biologist, Dorothee wholeheartedly 

embraced gardening. She maintains her own large garden 

growing rhododendrons, fruit trees, and vegetables. Being a 

Certified Master Gardener, she teaches practical gardening 

through hands-on and theoretical sessions. She currently is Past 

President and Lead Mentor of the Vancouver Island Master 

Gardeners Association and she regularly volunteers at the 

Nanaimo Community Garden and at Milner Gardens and 

Woodlands. 

Words & Photos:  Dorothee Kieser 
With a few by Linda Derkach                                                                   Page 11 

 



 
 
 

Streamside Native Plants 
7455 Island Hwy. West 
Bowser V0R 1G0 
250-757-9999 
Toll Free 1-877-570-3138 
 
Satinflower Nurseries 
741 Haliburton Road 
Victoria V8Y 1H7 
info@satinflower.ca 
778-679-3459 
 
NALT Natural Abundance  
Native Plant Nursery 
3145 Frost Road 
Nanaimo (Cassidy) 
 
Fraser’s Thimble Farm 
175 Arbutus Road 
Salt Spring Island 
250-537-5788 
 

Russell Nursery 
C1370 Wain Rd 
North Saanich, BC 
V8L 5V1 
250-656-0384 
russellnursery@telus.net 
 
Wildwood Outdoor Living Centre 
4660 Elk Lake Dr,  
Victoria, BC V8Z 5M1 
 
Stellata Plants 
 Specializes in water tolerant plants 
https://stellataplants.com/contact   
Saanichton BC 
 
Shop in the Garden 
UBC Botanical Garden 
6804 Southwest Marine Dr. 
Vancouver 
604-822-4529 
www.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources of Native Plants for Your Garden 
 

 
Aquilegia Formosa 

(Native Columbine) 

A hummingbird favourite! 

 

 
Ribes sanguineum 

(Flowering Red Currant) 
                                      Page 12 
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Rhododendrons for Smaller Gardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhododendron ‘Wren’ 
 
Those of us who are blessed with a smaller garden know our limited space 
deserves only the best.  Thus choosing high quality, smaller growing plants of all 
species and varieties has become a new avocation.  Among rhododendrons, one 
very desirable option is some of the ‘Bird’ series created by the Cox family of 
Glendoick, Scotland.   
 
Even for the most extreme Lilliputian garden, rockery or humble piece of earth, 
several of the Cox Birds will thrill.   
 
Rhododendron ‘Wren’ is one such offering.  Considered semi-dwarf, ‘Wren’ looks 
good all year round – an important asset for any broad-leafed evergreen.   
 
Blooming usually in early May, R. ‘Wren’ is a clear yellow with a supporting cast of 
small, dark green, glossy leaves that glow bronze in winter.   
 
 
 Text and Photos:  Linda Derkach                                                         Page 13                                                                                                   

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R. ‘Wren’ is known as an F1 hybrid – that is a cross of two species:  R. ludlowii and 
R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’ (which sounds like a hybrid but is actually the species from 
the island of Yakushima).  Both parents are yellow-flowered and dwarf, with some 
forms that are creeping and even epiphytic in the case of keiskei.   
While R. ludlowii has a reputation for being difficult, slow-growing and not 
particularly successful in the garden, it has bequeathed its lovely yellow flowers to 
several fine hybrids such as ‘Wren’ and ‘Curlew’.  On the other hand the much-
admired R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’ holds the Award of Garden Merit from the RHS and 
along with hapless ludlowii has produced, with the help of Peter Cox, a superior 
offspring – R. ‘Wren’ which has inherited the best of both parents along with the 
AGM.   
 
And now back to ‘Wren’…. like many of the smaller and dwarf rhododendrons, R. 
‘Wren’ can take a fair bit of sunshine but doesn’t like the heat so avoid planting in 
the reflected heat of hardscape, walls, etc.  And be sure to protect when the next 
Heat Dome rolls around again.  Hardy to –18 Celsius, ‘Wren’ holds the Award of 
Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.   
                                                                                                                   Page 14  
 

 

At the 2019 RSBG Species 
Symposium in late April 
this charming container of 
Acer ‘Waterfall’ 
underplanted with 
Rhododendron keiskei 
‘Yaku Fairy’ caught my eye. 
(Dwarf Japanese Maple 
with dwarf rhododendron 
– a match made in 
heaven).  But my attempt 
to duplicate this inspired 
combination resulted in 
the slow and tortuous 
demise of my ‘Yaku Fairy’.   
‘Waterfall’ still fine.   
 

At the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden 

in Federal Way, Wash, Acer palmatum var. 

dissectum ‘Waterfall’ underplanted with  

R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy. 



The small rhododendrons grow well in pots and can tolerate a fair bit of sunshine.  
But R. ‘Wren’ in particular might do better with a bit of protection from the hot 
afternoon sun that may tend to cause bloom period to speed up and cause the 
yellow to fade more quickly.  But that is my theory as I find my plant is not the 
deep yellow described in my research.   
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April 21, 2022 

 
April 26, 2022 

One of the great joys of 
gardening is creating captivating 
combinations.   
This happy and accidental 
combination seems to work:  
Rhododendron ‘Horizon 
Monarch’ with its handsome, 
glossy green leaves not 
besmirched by weevils backs-up 
Rhododendron ’Wren’.  If one 
didn’t know better, one might 
think they are related – like a 
Papa Bear and Baby Bear.   
 

But sadly ‘Horizon 

Monarch’ has not been 

pulling its weight.  The 

highly regarded and 

stunningly beautiful 

hybrid also possesses the 

coveted AGM but has 

refused to bloom for 

several years in my 

garden.  The bloom time 

should seamlessly follow 

that of ‘Wren’ but 

possibly needs some 

more sun to set 

Buds.  Maybe next 

year…. 



Rhododendrons on the West Coast… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos:  Susan Plensky 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                     Page 16  

 
 

Rhododendron sinogrande 

 

Rhododendron sinogrande 

thrives on the west coast of 

Vancouver Island near Kyuquot.   

 

Below, rhododendrons feel right 

at home in the old growth forest 

of the west coast.   

 

The cool, moist and mild climate 

of the west coast of the island 

are ideal environs for most 

rhododendrons.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Ken and Dot Gibson 

garden in Tofino….. 
 

Rhododendron protistum giganteum 

dwarfs the little girl standing nearby.  Slow 

growing to 30 metres in the wild and 

sometimes taking 50 to 60 years to start 

blooming, it was acquired from a Portland 

greenhouse a long time ago. 
 

And below is a scene from the Gibson 

garden a while back.  In conversation with 

Ken Gibson recently, I learned that the 

huge, thickly branched pink rhododendron 

at the curve of the driveway is 

Rhododendron ‘Dot Gibson’.  It was found 

in a brambled patch at the back of the Greig 

garden in Royston many years ago and is 

unregistered – but clearly a stunning 

specimen.      Photos:  Ken Gibson  

 



Diminutive Rhododendrons for the Rock Garden 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Rhododendron serpyllifolium 

 

                          

 
                           Rhododendron ‘Pintail’ 

 

 
Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ 

Photos:  Linda Derkach 
 

Rhododendron ‘Egret’ 
                                              Page 18 

 
Rhododendron ‘Ginny Gee’ 

 
Rhododendron kiusianum 



And now….The Enemy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He thinks I can’t see him….cheeky 

garden invader! 

But he has gone too far!  I am happy 

that he likes my grass – when it grows.  

But now he is brazenly hopping around 

chewing my precious small 

rhododendrons down to the nubs!   

And when I saw the twigs that once 

were the lovely little Vaccinium ovatum  

(Evergreen Huckleberry) that I 

propagated and nurtured for years, I 

decided to declare war.   

While my garden is fenced for deer, the ubiquitous bunnies 

find their way in fairly easily.  And I believe are more 

destructive than the deer who nibble on leaves and graze 

but often leave the plant to grow again.  Rabbits chew 

branches and trunks of up to a centimeter in diameter at or 

near ground level and destroy the plant.  They also love to 

sit in wait for the first tulips, fawn lilies, hostas and other 

garden treasures as they poke their heads up – it is a 

veritable bunny buffet!   
 

Time to take the gloves off.  Without a dog to patrol the 

garden 24/7, here are some defensive measures: 

• Wrap the stems of small shrubs – especially expensive 

little rhododendrons – with chicken wire up to about 18 

inches. 

• Dig up vulnerable plants that are regularly nibbled and 

put in a pot (not foolproof as one rabbit recently stood 

on hind legs to nibble up at least 15 inches! 

• Fence the entire garden up to about 2 feet with a small-

meshed wire much like chicken wire.  

• Bobbex works but needs reapplication after rain.  

• Any other ideas?  Let me know!!!          From Linda D 

 

 

 

 
Best kind of bunny 

for the garden 

 
“Bubby” 

Page 19 



Floral Arts in the Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos:  Laurene Ebbett 
Page 20  

 
Good for the Gander 

Deanne Sykes 

 
Caged Beauty 

 Sue Smith 

 
Study in Blue and Gold 

Laurene Ebbett 
 

For the Birds 

Laurene Ebbett 

Laurene Ebbett shares these 

images of floral arrangements 

during our MARS Mother’s Day 

Garden Tour 2022. 

 



Show and Tell 
 

Norman Todd 
Norm Todd shares his humorous view of the truss show/spring show.   

Those of you who have entered or participated  
in a truss show will relate. 

 
Norm Todd came to Victoria in 1972 and bought a home on Rockland Avenue surrounded by 
rhododendrons.  His meeting with Clive Justice began his love of rhododendrons.  He was a long 
time and founding member of the Victoria Rhododendron Society and before that joined the 
Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine Society which is now in its 101st year.  A visit to his Firwood 
Nursery was an event not to be missed.  Norm was a writer in the mold of Stephen Leacock and 
Mark Twain and wrote a significant number of articles on Rhododendrons that have been 
assembled into a very entertaining volume entitled “The Complete Wit and Wisdom of Norman 
Todd”, a publication of the Victoria Rhododendron Society.   

Educational – enjoyable – inspiring - comforting!  - From the Editor 

 
At this time of year I get bored by all the exhortations from the garden 
clubs I belong to. "Pot up something now, today, to enter in the spring 
show". "Every member should have at least five entries"; "The club 
depends on the show to raise some revenue so we can keep our dues at 
a reasonable level". And on and on and on. 
 

 
MARS Rhododendron Show and Sale – April 2017           Page 21 

 



It's the same thing every year and I think most of us get a bit fed up 
hearing the same tired old litany. Still, I compete in the annual show 
perennially and even though most of our rhododendron branches with 
flower buds were torn off in the blizzard this winter, I am sure I will find 
enough to make the cut this time too. It's a lot of effort and it's always 
done in a human blizzard of frenzied shears and overturned unstable beer 
bottles. The plant names become mixed-up and individual flowers fall off 
the best trusses. An attempt - far too hurried - to trim the top leaf to 
remove the evidence of what a weevil has already removed results in a 
shape that would win a prize in origami. Squeezing all the bottles into a 
cardboard box that is far too small results in more mutilation to the best 
spray from the augustinii. It's a hassle all the way and time just 
evaporates like water from a birdbath in August. 
 

 
The Judging of the Trusses at a MARS Show 

Al Murray and Garth Wedemire supported by Marilyn Dawson 
 
You bolt down a sandwich while filling in entry cards and it sits in your 
stomach like the plug of sand at the bottom of the bottle that you should 
have put in the bottom of the bottle in the first place, to keep the darned 
thing upright. 

 
When you get to the hall - and this year we have the added hazard of 
watching out for photo radar - you wonder why you bothered because 



there are so few entries from the other members and the hall looks 
sterile and bare and the poor lighting brings out all the blue tones in 
your 'Jean Marie de Montague'. It's the same colour as the blood blister 
you have on your left index finger that you gave yourself when you 
missed with the hammer trying to smash the stem of haematodes. It's 
no consolation that haematodes is well named. 

 
Then you have to find which class your blue 'Jean Marie' should be in. 
You will be helped by one or more members - saying different things. 
They don't exhibit. ("Not a thing in the whole garden - that's the way 
the cookie crumbles. Ha, ha, ha"). They get their jollies from seeing the 
few exhibitors' unsteady hands trying to top up narrow-necked bottles 
with wide-mouthed spouts. 

 
The hall floor is awash and a skating rink. You are in danger of doing a 
triple axle. The show stewards have set up tables to conform to some 
impressionistic idea of colour harmony which has no numerical logic. 
Class 41 is next to Class 17. The organizer obviously had had difficulty at 
school counting after the number of fingers had been exceeded but has 
remembered saving all the red Smarties to the last. 

 
When you do find the right place for your entry with the now sodden 
black paper skirt stuck to the half-empty bottle you find that some selfish 
show-off has nabbed the best place on the bench. Innocently, you move 
it to the side and put yours in its place. This assuages the tension in your 
stomach a little. But when you come back with another truss on the now 
routine quarter mile trek to find the right class, you find that not only has 
yours been moved right off to the far side but turned around to show the 
hole in the truss where you knocked the flower off with your sore finger 
and you remember your language matched the colour of your blue 'Jean 
Marie'. 

 

Your stomach is now worse than ever. Then into the hall comes this cool 
cat who in successive leisurely trips brings in box after box of huge, multi-
hued 45-flower trusses. The only consolation you have is that this latest 
competitor hasn't a clue which classes his blousy barmaid trusses should 
go in either. You leave that to the two non-competing helpers to 



decide. Still it doesn't help your stomach much. But at least the hall is 
beginning to look a lot better. The non-competitive entries arrive and the 
hall starts to look resplendent. But there are still a lot of empty spaces. 
The judges are going to have an easy time this year, you think. 

 
Once again you think that the rules should be changed to allow people to 
bring in entries on the Saturday morning. Then I have a flashback to my 
childhood. I recall my grandfather planning to put an entry of 
gooseberries in the local 'Cattle Show'. He had sacrificed all the fruit on 
the bush but five. They were as big as plums. On the night before the 
show someone stole all five. I don't remember the language but I think I 
remember the blue smoke rising in great clouds from his pipe. Maybe it 
is better to have all the entries in on the Friday night; any way the judges 
will have little enough time to make the wrong decisions. 

 
So you go home on the Friday night vowing that you will have better 
entries next year and that you will try to encourage others - with 
tiresome exhortations no doubt - to compete. And then you find you got 
a blue ribbon and a couple of ‘Honourable Mentions’ and you decide you 
had a good time and the old stomach wasn't so bad after all. 

 

 
Al Murray, visiting judge from the Cowichan Valley RS checks out the ‘reds’.   

Photos:  Linda Derkach                                                                                                 Page 24 



Rhodies Need Friends Too! 
Following up from our March meeting, there was a request to have suggestions 
about what to plant under and around rhododendrons as ‘living mulch’ – just as 
nature and many botanical gardens do around the world.  So here are a few – 
native and non-native.  More next month… 
 

 
 
Achlys triphylla (Vanilla leaf) is a BC 
native and keeps close company with 
this Rhododendron cinnabarinum in 
Milner Gardens. 

 
Primulas of all kinds are great pals 
with rhododendrons.  They bloom 
early in spring, deer and bunnies 
don’t eat them, they are tough and 
reliable and are not garden thugs.  
Words & Photos:  Linda Derkach  

 
Cornus canadensis (Bunchberry) is a 
BC native.  Notoriously difficult to 
please, but once thriving, it is a thrill 
to see every spring.   

 
Dicentra formosa (Coral Bells) is 
another BC native that is easy to 
grow and once established really 
doesn’t want to leave your garden.   
But not a thug.  Hummingbirds and 
pollinators love this plant, here 
cuddling up to Hydrangea 
macrophylla and Rhododendron ‘May 
Day’.  Perhaps best under larger 
rhodies.                                    Page 25 
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Babyland General Hospital 

Georgia With Azaleas On My Mind 
 

To Register:  www.azaleas.org 

 
Come to Atlanta for the convention and stay longer to see all that Atlanta 

has to offer.  But don’t wait, registration for the convention and for the 

special convention rate for the hotel ends on March 31.   

Spring Convention  

April 19 – 23, 2023 

Dunwoody, Georgia 

A Joint Convention with the  

Azalea Society of America 

 

http://www.azaleas.org/


MARS General Meeting 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre  

March 8, 2023 at 7:30 pm 

Meeting Notes 

 

President Dawn House welcomed everyone. 
She reminded us of the fabulous MARS 
website, www.marsrhodos.ca and Facebook 
page, and suggested that everyone have a 
look at these informative sites. 
 
Membership 
Tony Ansdell reported that current 
membership is 96 and welcomed two new 
members.  We have 12 associate members, 
1 corporate, and 12 student members.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Ray Walker presented the financial report 
as of February 28, 2023.   MARS finances 
are in good shape. 
 
Donation for Propagation Facility at Milner 
Gardens 
$5,000 is needed to complete the 
construction of the Shade House for the 
propagation and care of our rhododendron 
seedlings.  MARS and Nanaimo RS 
memberships are each being asked to 
contribute half of this amount.  If Nanaimo 
members decide not to contribute, MARS 
members will be asked to approve the full 
amount at a future meeting.   
 
Motion:  Moved by Dawn House and 
seconded by Marilyn Dawson that MARS 
donate $2,500 towards the propagation 
facility at Milner Gardens & Woodland.     
Carried  
 

Rhododendron Truss Show and Sale – April 
22, 2023 
David Landry reported on behalf of Guy and 
Kathy Loyer.  Volunteers are asked to sign 
up for two-hour shifts on the day of the 
show.  Members were asked to bring plants 
for sale. 
Please bring in clean pots and labelled.  
Plants can be dropped off at the QB Curling 
Rink on Friday afternoon or contact Kathy 
or Guy Loyer for other arrangements.   
Raffle prizes are being solicited.  If anyone 
would like to build a potting bench or other 
garden structure, the club will cover cost of 
materials. 
The time for the plant sale has been 
changed to 9 am – 1 pm. 
 
Mother’s Day Weekend Garden Tour 
Linda Derkach asked members to sign up as 
Garden Sitters.  48 sitters are needed for 
the 12 gardens on the tour.  Sitters receive 
a free ticket to the tour. 
 
Bus Tour 
Linda Derkach reported 3 vacancies for the 
tour scheduled for May 3 and 4.   Cost is 
$50 for members, or $90 for non-members.  
Cash, cheque or e-transfer to 
treasurer@marsrhodos.ca. 
 
Program 
A round table discussion addressing 
gardening questions included panel 
members Linda Derkach, John Deniseger, 
Sue Klapwijk and Glen Jamieson. 
 
The door prize was won by Cate DeSantis, 
and there were 7 plant prize winners. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15. 
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2023 Calendar of Events and Activities 
Date & Time Event Location 

Tuesday, April 11 

7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Garden Club 

Joshua Clae Wagler on 

Foodscaping Our Future: Looking 

to the forest as our teacher 

Qualicum Beach 

Civic Centre 

Wednesday,  

April 12 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Paul Spriggs on 

Cracks and Crevices:  The Art of 

Rock and Crevice Gardening 

QB Civic Centre 

Thursday, April 13 

2:00 pm 

Mid Island Floral Art Club: 

Topic:  Art Interpretation 

St. Stephen’s Church 

Hall, Village Way, QB 

April 19 – 23, 

2023  

American Rhododendron Society 

Spring Convention 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Saturday, April 22 

9 am to 1 pm 

MARS Rhododendron Truss 

Show and Sale 

Qualicum Beach 

Curling Club 

Friday, April 21 

1 pm to 8 pm 

Saturday, 3 pm 

Vancouver Island Rock and 

Alpine Garden Society 

Spring Show and Sale 

http://www.virags.com 

Lambrick Park 

Church, 1780 

Feltham Road, 

Victoria 

Wednesday, 

 May 10 at 7:30 

MARS General Meeting 

Margot Moser:  Ferns 

QB Civic Centre 

May 13 & May 14 

10 to 4 each day 

MARS Mother’s Day Weekend 

Garden Tour 

Qualicum Beach 

Parksville & 

Nanoose 

June 9 and 10 Rhododendron Species 

Symposium at the RSBG 

SAVE THE DATE 

MORE INFORMATION COMING 

Rhododendron 

Species Botanical 

Garden, Federal 

Way, Washington 
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the Garden in 

MARS Executive Committee 

2022 – 2023 
President – Dawn House 

dl.house@telus.net 

Vice President – Katherine Wasiak 

katherine.wasiak@gmail.com 

Secretary – Karen Bennett 

karenbennett51@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Ray Walker 

jrjiffy@shaw.ca 

Directors: 

Tony Ansdell 

ansdella@shaw.ca 

Marilyn Dawson 

dawsom@shaw.ca 

Linda Derkach 

lindaderkach@shaw.ca 

Guy Loyer 

guyloyer@gmail.com 

Kathy Loyer 

kathyloyer@telus.net 

Rose Prufer 

ramapo@telus.net 

 
 

Committees and Activities 
Facebook – Rose Prufer 

Garden Tour – Karen Bennett & 

                           Joanne Hamilton 

Membership – Guy Loyer 

Newsletter Editor – Linda Derkach 

Programs – Glen Jamieson 

Propagation – Katherine Wasiak 

Species Garden – Marilyn Dawson 

Truss Show – Kathy & Guy Loyer 

Webmaster – Diane Henders 

MARS 

P.O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach, BC 

V9K 1S8 

www.marsrhodos.ca 
 

Member Care 

Refreshments – Noelle Melnychuk                                

Greeters – Susan Blacklin & 

                    Roelof Elzinga 

Meeting Coordinator – Tony Ansdell                  

Plant Prizes – Rose Prufer 

Sunshine – Judy Wood 

Welcome – Joanne Hamilton 
 

Members are welcome to attend 

MARS Executive Committee 

meetings anytime. 

MARS Website: 

www.marsrhodos.ca 

Facebook Page: 

mars.bc.ca 
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